
AUGUSTE “NONCO” PELAFIGUE FOUNDATION 
1519 Coteau Rodaire Highway – P.O. Box 696 

(337) 523-5832 
Arnaudville LA  70512 

 

Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting 

Monday, September 14, 2015 

 

Present: Mary Belleau, Sis LaPorte, Suzanne Stelly, Jerry Richard, Charles Taylor, Betty 

Roy, Allen LeBlanc, Rod Roy, and Willie Wyble 

 

Absent: Shane Rivette, Charles Hardy 

 

Location:  Jim Huval Home, 249 Pine Street, Arnaudville, LA 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order promptly at 6:00 by President Elect Allen 

LeBlanc.  Sis Laporte read the Opening Prayer followed by Suzanne Stelly reading the Mission 

Statement.  

 

MEMORIAL PRAYER GARDEN:  Willie Wyble explained to the Board that he was ready to 

begin work on the drainage at St. Francis.  He will inform the Board when he need materials 

and assistance.  Charles Taylor and Jerry Richard offered to help and phone numbers were 

exchanged and Wille departed. 

 

MINUTES and FINANCIAL REPORT:  Charles Taylor had previously submitted the minutes.  

He moved for acceptance.  Second by Betty Roy.  Betty Roy had previously submitted the 

financial report to the board members. The financial report indicated a reconciled account 

balance of $24,379.27.  On motion by Betty Roy and second by Suzanne Stelly, The Financial 

Report was approved and made part of the record. 

 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT: The 2015 members are:  27 general members, 7 charter members 

and 1 founding member. Suzanne moved for the acceptance of her report and Sis LaPorte 

second.   

 

ANNUAL REVIEW AND SIGNING OF THE CONFLICT OF INTEREST QUESTIONNAIRES:  

All directors have signed the Conflict of Interest Statements except Shane Rivette, Charles 

Hardy. 

 

REVIEW OF TIMELINE:  The timeline was reviewed and it was decided that the regular 

meeting would be held on the second Monday instead of the first. The Annual Meeting will be 



held on Thursday, December 3, 2015.  The next Board Meeting will be on Monday, January 

18, 2016. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

BOARD DEVELOPMENT:  Jerry Richard reported that he had been unable to contact Shane 

Rivette.  Technically,Shane is no longer on the Board. Allen will become President and will 

assume this position on January 1, 2016.  

 

BEATIFICATION AND CANONIZATION:  On August 2, 2015, Msgr. Luis Escalante from 

Rome celebrated Mass in Arnaudville. Following Mass, Msgr. Escalante met with the Nonco 

Board at the home of Paul and Sis LaPorte.  Attached is a copy of the minutes of that meeting 

and which are made part of this record.  The minutes were prepared by Mary Belleau. 

 

Allen LeBlanc opened the discussion regarding Msgr. Escalante. Allen stated that at this time 

we do not feel that we are financially capable of continuing to hire him on a regular basis.  We 

do not feel in control of what he is doing and how he is charging. We reserve the right to call 

and to ask for his advice and the cost prior to Board approval. We need parameters. “If you are 

going to do this, how much will it cost us”? This would be a document that is very basic and 

very simple.  

 

Allen stated that the writing of a biography of Nonco by Msgr. Escalante is premature.  Allen 

had a phone conference with Msgr. Mallet, Vicar General of the Diocese of Lafayette.  Msgr. 

Mallet stated that the Bishop is not in favor of proceeding with any causes at this time.  He is 

preparing to retire and does not want to authorize any continuation of any of the causes in the 

Diocese prior to his leaving.  He will leave this to the next Bishop. The Board unanimously 

agreed that we must put on hold any future work by Msgr. Escalante. This was discussed at 

our meeting with him. He understood that we are unable to proceed at this time; yet, he drafted 

the biography. This was not authorized. And this could hinder our chances of getting a cause 

opened by the Diocese. During the meeting, Msgr. Escalante stated that there is a way of 

bypassing the Diocese.  Possibly, that is why he continued without Board approval. This 

should be clarified.   

 

When we are able to proceed, a specific contract should be drafted which would state exactly 

what is to be done and the cost. This must be submitted to the Board for approval prior to the 

work being done. The Board agreed that we are unable to hire a postulator at this time. It 

would not be approved by the Diocese and this is a necessary step. At the meeting with Msgr. 

Escalante, when the question of hiring a postulator was discussed, Charles suggested that we 

could hire Msgr. Escalante as a consultant at a fee of $100 per hour. At this moment, the 

Board agreed that we must stop the billing process with Msgr. Escalante until the Diocese 

agreed that we can proceed. 



 

Regarding the biography which has been started by Msgr. Escalante, the copyright must 

remain with the Nonco Foundation.  On the first copy of the biography, the copyright info is:  

“Copyright © 2015 by Luis F. Escalante, ISBN-13: 978-1516995998, ISBN-10:1516995996, 1st 

Edition for this compilation.  All rights reserved.  For info regarding subsidiary rights, please 

contact postulator@causaesanctorum.” 

The second edition, the information is:  “Copyright © 2015 by Auguste “Nonco” Pelafigue 

Foundation, ISBN-13: 978-1516995998, ISBN-10: 1516995996, First edition for this 

compilation. All rights reserved. For information regarding subsidiary rights, please contact: 

npelafigue@gmail.com.”  

 

The Board wants an explanation from Taylor Basset.  Can the ISBN be transferred and if this 

was done.  Does the Foundation really have the rights to the Nonco biography? Additionally, 

should we proceed with Msgr. Escalante, the Board feels it is absolutely necessary that a 

contract be written by an attorney which will explain the specific duties and the amount to be 

paid. Msgr. Escalante must stop all work until further notice.  At such time as the Diocese 

opens a cause for Nonco, then we can discuss hiring a postulator. The Board agreed that he 

has given us a good start and we will need him in the future. 

 

Msgr. Mallet told Allen that he could not speak about Nonco during a Mass; however, pending 

Father Ken’s approval, an informational meeting after the Mass a meeting could be held for 

those interested in learning about Nonco and the beatification effort.   

 

Allen LeBlanc reported that Father Mike Arnaud approves of the work we are doing but could 

not attend Msgr. Escalante’s Mass due to a prior commitment. 

 

INTERVIEWS:  It was again stated that the actual interviews are confidential and will not be 

included in the biography. 

 

ANNUAL MEETING:  Our next guest speaker is John Sturgis who will present at the Annual 

Meeting on Thursday, December 3, 2015, at 6:00 p.m. at the K.C. Hall in Arnaudville. Betty 

Roy volunteered to bring jambalaya.  Jerry will bring two vegetable dishes and a meat. Charles 

Taylor will bring a boudin tray.  Suzanne will bring salad.  Sis and Mary will bring dessert. Allen 

will bring tea, water and ice.  We volunteered Charles Hardy to bring a sandwich tray. 

 

 

 

LITERATURE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:   

 

PRAYER CARDS:  A new edition of the Prayer Card was presented by Allen LeBlanc.  He 

stated that Bodemuller, the Printer, will donate 2,500 copies.  Revisions were made and the 



Prayer Card was approved. Allen will contact his pastor, Father Ken to request a date when he 

can distribute the Prayer Cards and address the congregation who wish to hear his 

presentation about the Nonco Foundation.  

 

Having no further business, the Board read the Vision Statement followed by the Closing 
Prayer.  The next scheduled meeting will be on Monday January 18, 2016 and will be hosted 
again by Suzanne Stelly at Jim Huval Home.  Betty and Rod will bring dessert.   
  
Respectfully Submitted: 

 

Charles Taylor, Secretary/Treasurer 


