
AUGUSTE “NONCO” PELAFIGUE FOUNDATION 
 

Fourth Annual Meeting 
Thursday, December 3, 2015 – 6:00 p.m. 

Knights of Columbus Hall, 387 Main Street, Arnaudville, Louisiana 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
 

WELCOME:  CHARLES HARDY, PRESIDENT – Charles thanked everyone for the support,   
encouragement and participation.  He stated that we are just beginning and that it will take 
many years in order to accomplish our goals. Charles said:  “Your presence here tonight is 
important.  Because of the long time that it will take to beatify and canonize Nonco, we may 
not personally witness this great moment.  But, we all agree that Nonco was a remarkable 
example of what living a Christian life is all about.”  

 As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation, we are required by law to hold a membership 
meeting and, of course, we want to keep you informed of our progress.  

 Call to Order and Quorum Confirmation (10% percent of membership)   
 

INVOCATION BY FATHER GARY SCHEXNAYDER 
 

INTRODUCTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS:   
  

 Charles Hardy, President beginning January 2014 until 2016, a great nephew of 
Nonco 

 Allen LeBlanc, President Elect --  He will become President this January 2016 and 
Charles Hardy will be the Past President 

 Sis Morrow LaPorte, Director and Agent for the Morrow Children, our first Founding 
Member 

 Mary Belleau, Delegate to 2014 Conference of Bishops 

 Charles Taylor, Secretary/Treasurer 

 Suzanne Huval Stelly, Town of Arnaudville Council and our Membership Chairman 

 Jerry Richard, Incorporator of the Foundation and the Foundation’s First President 
and Chair of the Memorial Prayer Garden Committee 

 Rod Roy, Director 

 Betty Roy, Director 

 Vee Pelafigue incoming Director 
 

READING OF THE MINUTES OF THE THIRD ANNUAL MEETING:  Secretary/Treasurer 
Charles Taylor read the minutes and moved for the acceptance of the minutes as presented.  
Rod Roy moved for the acceptance and Suzanne Huval Stelly second.  
 
FINANCIAL REPORT:  Charles Taylor reported that we have a reconciled balance of 
$24,081.69.  Total income in 2015 was $8,170.00.  Expenses totaled $3,752.04. He moved 
for acceptance of his report.  Betty Roy second. 
 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT: Chairman Suzanne Huval Stelly presented the membership report 
revealing the Foundation has seven Founding Members:  Morrow Children of Dr. Robert and 
Mrs. Ruth Grace Morrow with Sis Laporte, Agent and Director 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 
with Bob, Pat, Stephen, Harriet, Melissa, Vickie,  and Dave; Errol and Stella Olivier, In Honor 



of Williard "Pete" and Mildred "Petite" Miller; Calvin and Sharon Olivier; John and Rose Stelly, 
In Memory of Antoine and Della Richard and Dudley and Agnes Stelly; A.J. “Joey”and Melissa 
de la Houssaye; Mary Agnes Hardy de la Houssaye Belleau, 2014 Delegate to U.S. 
Conference of Bishops, In Memory of Agnes Angelle Hardy and Florent Hardy and Captain 
Arthur J. de la Houssaye, USMC; Charles M. and Kathy Bassett Hardy, In Memory of Alice 
Mistrot Hardy, "Madame Sam," Sam Hardy, Sr. and Aubrey J. Bassett; 64 Charter Members, 
a full listing can be found on the Foundation website at nonco.org 
 
MEMORIAL PRAYER GARDEN REPORT: Chairman Jerry Richard reported that with Willie 
Wyble’s help, the drainage situation has been greatly improved and work continues. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF GUEST SPEAKER:  John Sturgis, Arnaudville native who has served 32 
years with the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries reported on the activities of the 
agency. From 1983 – 1997, he served as biologist with the Department’s Public Land System, 
Wildlife Management Areas.  From 1997 to 2013, he worked in the Department’s Education 
Section and served as Education Program Coordinator.  Currently, Mr. Sturgis serves as 
Hunting Heritage Coordinator for the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.  This 
position deals with recruitment and retention of hunters. He also works with the “Archery in 
Louisiana Schools” and “Explore Bowhunting” Programs and shared his experiences with the 
group.  
 
STATUS OF QUESTIONNAIRES and NONCO BIOGRAPHY:  Mary Agnes Hardy de la 
Houssaye Belleau reported as follows:     
 
Last year, I represented the Nonco Foundation at the Seminar of Catholic Bishops in 
Baltimore, Maryland.  The subject of the Seminar related to the Inquiry required of the 
Diocese regarding the Cause of Canonization of one of its parishioners.  
 
It was stressed that the Inquiry for the Cause for Canonization begins and ends with the 
Bishop.  As you know, Bishop Jarrell is retiring and understandably, he has not opened the 
Inquiry.  We hope and pray that the next bishop will.  
 
However, from the Seminar, we learned of the information required to open the Cause and 
have begun to gather such information.   
 
One of the requirements is that eight to ten people who knew Nonco and knew him to have a 
reputation of holiness need to be questioned.  From these responses, the Church will 
determine if a Cause for Nonco’s Canonization will be initiated.  So far, six have been 
interviewed answering questions about Nonco’s holiness. They are Fr. Bob Angelle, Annie 
Calais Hardy, Charles Hardy, Allen LeBlanc and I. The 90 questions were answered orally, 
recorded, transcribed in written format and notarized by Taylor Bassett of the Pat Morrow Law 
firm.   
  
The challenge in answering the questions is to show proof that Nonco’s expressions of faith, 
hope, charity, chastity, and humility are continuously growing in the community in which he 
lived.  The main proof to those virtues is that 35 years after his death the Nonco Foundation, a 
non-profit corporation, was formed thanks to the efforts of Jerry Richard.  Obviously by the 
presence of all of you tonight, Nonco’s virtues are still revered by the community.   
 



Monsignor Mallet of the Diocese of Lafayette recommended that we celebrate a Mass in 
memory of Nonco.  In June this was accomplished and the attendance was very good.  The 
first Nonco prayer cards were distributed.  Tonight, please pick up some of the Nonco prayer 
cards and distribute them to your friends and family. 
 
I would personally like to invite you to get involved in the Nonco Foundation.  We especially 
encourage the young people to get involved.  There is much to do and much to learn about 
the incredible Nonco. 
 
Additionally, Nonco’s devotion to the Sacred Heart is now alive at the monthly meetings 
coordinated by Betty Roy, Charles Taylor, Rod Roy and Lucy Richard Romero for the 
residents of the J. Michael Morrow Nursing Home.  This program is endorsed by Fr. James 
Kubicki, National Director of the Apostleship of Prayer League, as the only such program in 
the United States.  In fact, he is so proud of the nursing home residents that he has already 
visited them three times. 
 
We also learned that specific documents need to be added to Nonco’s  biography  and I am 
happy to report that we have most of the  documents,  except those which come from Nonco’s 
native town of Beaucens, France.    However, you’ll be happy to know that we have been 
informed that the town of Beaucens, France is very proud of Nonco, one of its natives who is 
being considered for sainthood and in time we should receive those documents as well.   
 
We are very excited that this year, Evangeline Downs has invited the Nonco Foundation to 
participate in their Trees of Hope program.  Yesterday, we decorated the first Nonco 
Christmas Tree!  It is 12 feet tall and decorated with items that we feel represent our Nonco.  
Evangeline Downs will award $5,000 to the first place winner, $2,500 to second place and 
third place is awarded $1,000.  The other 12 participants will receive Runners up prizes in the 
amount of $125.  Here is where you come in:  Visitors to Evangeline Downs will vote on the 
trees.  Voting begins on December 4 at 9:00 a.m. and ends on December 21st at 9:00 a.m.  
No solicitation for votes on premises!  But, we are asking that you visit Evangeline Downs and 
vote on the Nonco tree.  One vote per visitor, per day!  It is not only for the money that we are 
doing this.  We are spreading the word about Nonco.  Please help us by voting as many times 
as you can.  Ask your family and friends to help us out too! 
 
CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING by Father Gary Schexnayder followed. 
 
Charles thanked everyone for attending and expressed special thanks to Little Flower Council 
3621 Knights of Columbus who allows the Foundation to hold our meetings in the KC Hall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed:  Betty Arnaud Roy, Secretary 
 


