
…In the area where Bayou Fuselier joined Bayou Teche on the Teche’s route to the 

Gulf of Mexico, Antoine Arnaud who arrived in the area in the early 19th century, had 
acquired a number of acres of land which he farmed. Upon his demise, the property 
passed on to his son, Jacques Arnaud.  The family was among the oldest in that 
particular section. In the Attakapas and the Opelousas areas, as in all Southwest 
Louisiana, wherever a bridge spanned a river or bayou, or a road forded a stream, or 
bayous joined, inevitably a store was set up, a tavern took care of travelers and a 
blacksmith set up his anvil.  Thus, towns began. 

 

La Jonction 
 

And so it was where Bayou Fuselier made a junction with Bayou Teche where the 
Arnauds farmed, “I’habitation des Arnauds,” a small settlement readily took the name of 
the geographical junction of the two streams, “La Jonction.” Regardless of the hardships 
the Acadians of the Attakapas and Opelousas districts, they remained very loyal to their 
Faith, even when visits of missionary priests were few.  Roads were more of a name 
than a reality and the waterways were the most common routes of travel. Men got 
around on horseback but taking the family in a wagon or buggy over long distances to 
church was an adventure and a real task. 

 
The only churches in the whole countryside were St. Martin’s and St. Landry’s. In 1818, 
Bishop Dubourg established St. Charles Church at Grand Coteau, and in 1821, St. John 
the Evangelist at Vermilionville, now Lafayette.  The Acadian farmers of the upper 
Teche and on Bayou Fuselier were delighted with St. Charles Church. It was not very 
difficult to travel over the rolling countryside. 

 
Father Hercule Brassac was the pastor and he arrived in April 1819 and remained until 
1822. In 1822, Father Secundo Valenzano took over for a short time. His successor 
was Father Francis Cellini, a Lazarist priest, but the Bishop transferred him in 1824. 
Father Leo deNeckere, also a Lazarist, assumed the pastorate of St. Charles Church 
when Father Cellini was transferred. In 1926, due to poor health, Father deNeckere 
was replaced by Father John Audizio. 

 
These were the devoted pastors of St. Charles of Grand Coteau, who looked after “les 
habitants” not only in Grand Coteau, but of a vast territory that comprised the parish, 
whose boundaries were Bayou Fuselier, the upper Teche above Prairie Laurent, Bayou 
Bourbeaux, Bayou Carencro and Bayou Vermilion, and the Mermentau River on the 
west down to the Gulf of Mexico!  It represented the territory between St. Martin’s 
Church Parish and St. Landry’s Church Parish. Part of this, to Bayou Queu-Tortue, was 
cut off in 1821 and given to St. John’s Parish of Vermilionville (Lafayette). 

 

First Unorganized Confraternity of Christian Doctrine 
 

We know that the farmers from La Jonction, from Bayou Fuselier and Bayou 
Bourbeaux, who formerly went down the Teche to St. Martin’s Church, could now travel 
over land to Grand Coteau to St. Charles Church, whenever conditions were favorable. 



Credit must be given for the retention of the Faith and for the handing down of the 
teachings of Holy Mother the Church in the Acadian families to “Grandmere” and 
“Tante” or “P’tite cousine” who patiently taught the children. Later came “les montreurs 
et les montreuses de catechisme,” who taught groups of children and prepared them for 
first Holy Communion. These family folks and these pioneer catechists who were, in 
truth, the first unorganized Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, were found in all parts of 
Louisiana in the early part of the 1800’s. They kept burning the light of Faith in families, 
and in truth Catholics owe them a monument of remembrance. They were God’s 
instruments in the preservation and propagation of the Faith, and the priest’s most 
precious helpers. 

 
In 1821, there occurred an event of tremendous importance to that section.  Through 
the generosity of the Smith family at Grand Coteau, the Religious of the Sacred Heart 
(les Dames du Sacré Coeur), were able to establish a school at Grand Coteau.  This 
was due also to the zeal and foresight of Blessed Philippine Duchesne, Foundress of 
the Religious of the Sacred Heart of America. Mother Duchesne came to Grand Coteau 
in 1821 to check on her new foundation. 

 
The upper Teche now had a Catholic school! Planters began to send their daughters to 
Grand Coteau, under the devoted care of Mother Eugenie Aude and her capable 
Sisters. This had a tremendous influence on families of the area. For that point on, 
young ladies who had finished their education with the Madames, came back to “les 
habitations” to give a shining example of Faith and piety, and to become exemplare 
mothers in Acadian families. 

 
In 1830, Father Leo deNeckere, C.M., who had served at St. Charles Church of Grand 
Coteau, became Bishop of New Orleans, but in 1833, the saintly young prelate 
succumbed during the twin-epidemics of yellow fever and cholera. Two years later, in 
1835, in the designs of Divine Providence Father Antoine Blanc was named Bishop. 
This choice in God’s plans was to have a great bearing on the religious future of La 
Jonction and its whom vicinity. 

 
In 1836, Monsignor Blanc traveled to France to appeal to the Jesuit Fathers to come 
back to Louisiana and establish a college for boys. He succeeded after directing his 
plea to the General of the Society. His great desire to have French Jesuits labor in his 
diocese was realized when several Fathers and Brothers of the Society came to New 
Orleans that year. 

 
Opening of the contemplated boys’ college in New Orleans was out of the questions 
because of the bitter anti-clerical spirit that prevailed. But, again, we see the working of 
Divine Providence and the good that God brought out from evil. The Jesuits considered 
making their foundation at St. Gabriel, at Mandeville and at Donaldsonville; but, one 
after another, these were abandoned. Finally, the Jesuits decided upon Grand Coteau, 
noted for its high ground and its healthfulness. 



And so, in 1837, St. Charles College of Grand Coteau opened its doors to Catholic boys 
and the upper Teche section was blessed with another Catholic school.  As in the case 
of the Academy of the Sacred Heart with girls, St. Charles College became the source 
of sound Catholic Faith and piety for the sons of the Acadian farmers, many of whom, 
including those from La Jonction, received their training there and later took their places 
in business, in the Legislature, at the bar and in the professions.  Many leaders of St. 
Landry Parish were proud to say that they had received their education at famous St. 
Charles College. 

 
 

Grand Coteau is a Catholic Educational Center of the State 
 
With the Academy of the Sacred Heart and St. Charles College, Grand Coteau’s 
became known as a Catholic Education center of the state. But its precious glory is that 
it seems to be one of God’s favored spots. Here was one of the handiworks of a saintly 
woman, already declared “Blessed” by Holy Mother the Church, Blessed Mother 
Philippine Duchesne; here lived and taught that remarkable Foundress of the Sisters of 
the Holy Childhood, Mother Cornelia Connolly, here cured miraculously was Mary 
Turner, saintly novice; here appeared St. John Berchmans, glory of the Society of 
Jesus, through whose intercession was performed the first miracle of the first class in 
the United States, recognized by the Church for the canonization of one of her saints. 

 
Grand Coteau was also a mission center for one of the most outstanding pieces of 
missionary work in Louisiana. The Jesuits served an area so large that more than a 
dozen parishes have been erected in the mission area that they served for half of a 
century. They worked out of Grand Coteau and visited the whole area under their care. 
The visited the La Jonction where they were particularly welcomed by the Arnauds and 
other farmers. The first Jesuit pastor at St. Charles Church of Grand Coteau who 
directed this spiritual work was Reverend Peter deVos, S.J., from 1837 to 1839. Next 
came Reverend Theodore deTheaux, S.J., in 1839 and 180. During 1840 and 1841, it 
was Reverend Joseph Soller, S.J., who was followed for six years by Reverend Florian 
Sautois, S.J. They and assistants of the parish made regular visits and offered Mass in 
homes, gave instructions, heard confessions and baptized children who had been born 
since the previous visit. Many of the people from Bayou Fuselier and La Jonction and 
the upper Teche worshiped at St. Charles Church in Grand Coteau and contributed to 
its support. 

 
Just at the end of Father Sautois’ pastorate in 1847, and just as Reverend Louis 
Rocoffort, S.J., took over the arduous duties of carrying on the great mission work in the 
extensive territory, an event occurred lower down Bayou Teche that was to have 
repercussions at La Jonction. When Agricole Breaux built a bridge some six miles from 
Vermilionville, across Bayou Teche, a settlement developed there and took its name 
from the bridge and its builder—Pont Breaux. In the 1840’s, Catholics got together and 
built a chapel so that they could have services at home instead of having to journey 
down to St. Martinville, their parish church. 



In 1847, Reverent J. Zeller was sent to take charge of the Pont Breaux chapel, and he 
undertook to collect funds from the people in his care to repair the chapel and build a 
rectory. Grande Ponte or Pointe Broussard and the Bayou Fuselier were considered 
part of the new parish of Pont Breaux, and funds were solicited from Catholics there, 
according to the plan advanced by Monsieur Cailler. However, the Catholics of the 
upper Teche looked coldly on the proposal to incorporate them in the parish of St. 
Bernard of Pont Breaux. In writing to Bishop Blanc about all that he had to do, Father 
Zeller bluntly asked: “Who will pay for all this? All Bayou Fuselier has refused to 
subscribe, saying that they go to Grand Coteau, some of them using as authority letters 
by the Bishop, who if he has not done it, should have put a limit to these parishioners. 
Monsieur Lastrapes subscribed for $25. Other persons, more than in easy 
circumstances, gave $2.  What will all this come to?” 

 
However, that section was regarded as part of the Grand Coteau parish, since it was in 
the civil parish of St. Landry, and the Jesuit Fathers continued to serve it.  But, from 
then on, Grand Pointe, Cecilia of today, was part of Pont Breaux parish. 

 
In 1847, Father Sautois had ended his pastorate at St. Charles in Grand Coteau, and 
another Jesuit became pastor of that church. This was Reverend Louis Aloysius 
Rocoffort, S.J., a zealous priest, who devoted considerable attention to the Catholics of 
Bayou Fuselier and in the vicinity of La Jonction and along the upper Teche. He was 
regarded as the founder of the La Jonction church. He held the pastorate of St. Charles 
Church from 1847 until 1855, during which time he laid the foundation for the present 
parish of St. John Francis Regis Church. 

 
Father Rocoffort sought to provide places of worship for members of the vast parish 
who were too distant from the parish church or could not reach it without great 
inconvenience. In 1851, he began to promote among “les habitants” the establishment 
of two mission chapels, which could be used for divine services instead of private 
homes as the Jesuit Fathers had been doing for many years. One of these chapels 
became the parish at Church Point of today. Reverend Francis Nachon, S.J., was 
assistant to Father Rocoffort, and he seemed to have had cared for the area and Father 
Rocoffort looked after La Jonction, but indications are that both served the section 
around the Arnaud farm. Father Nachon was a devoted and zealous Jesuit priest. He 
gave up his life in the tragic epidemic of yellow fever at the Washington Landing, 
October 1, 1867, where he had gone to replace the pastor. He was only 48 years old. 
Just two weeks later, October 15, 1867, Reverend Antoine deChaignon, S.J., another 
Jesuit connected with the chapel in Arnaudville, gave up his life at the same post, from 
yellow fever; he was 62 years old. 

 
Religious activity was awakening all through the upper Teche and in fact all through the 
vast area that the Jesuit Fathers were serving, as the result of their tireless labors and 
unflagging zeal.  With Grande Pointe and Pont Breaux having churches of their own, 
and Church Point, called Plaquemine Brule at the time, was also starting to erect its 
own chapel, folks along Bayou Fuselier and around Arnaudville began to discuss 
establishment of a chapel too. 



 

La Chapelle De La Jonction 
 
In the diary of the Superior of the Jesuit Fathers for 1852, preserved in the archives at 
St. Charles College of Grand Coteau, there is a single, terse entry that states: “The 
Chapel at La Jonction was begun in 1852.” 

 
The rest of the story may be pieced together from an Act of Donation of land registered 
in the St. Landry Parish records of Opelousas, together with other background 
information from the New Orleans archdiocesan archives. 

 
The Arnauds were devout Catholics and like other residents of the vicinity were eager to 
have a chapel of their own in their community. Jacques and his wife, Marie Lalonde, 
decided to erect a chapel on their land facing Bayou Teche in the second square above 
Bayou Fuselier. This was the result of the work of the Jesuit Fathers, but particularly 
Father Roccoffort who was then serving La Jonction. 

 
Just a few years before, Archbishop Blanc had finally obtained control of the Cathedral 
at New Orleans, which had been under control of a group of laymen for some four 
decades and had been directed by them according to their own ideas, regardless of the 
laws, regulations of discipline of the Catholic Church. Similar difficulty had arisen at 
Lafayette, at Pointe Coupee, Baton Rouge, St. Martinville and other points in Louisiana. 

 
Work on the chapel had stopped pending decisions to be made on both sides. Father 
Rocoffort was greatly esteemed and on the other hand, the Arnauds were devout 
Catholics. Very generously and for the benefit of all the Catholics of the vicinity, 
Jacques Arnaud, with the agreement of his wife, were quite willing to comply with the 
requirements of the Church, so that the chapel could be built and served by a priest for 
the benefit of the community. 

 
On November 24, 1853, Jacques Arnaud appeared before John F. Smith, notary public 
for the Parish of St. Landry and donated and bequeathed to Father Louis Rocoffort and 
his successors the following described property: “Two certain acres of land being the 
same which donor acquired at the probate sale of the property of Antoine Arnaud, 
deceased, …said two acres being bounded on the North by land of Edward Fayolle, on 
the East by Bayou Teche, on the South by the donor and on the West by land of the 
donor.”  Additionally, the Act of Donation states:  “This donation is made in 
consideration that the done shall cause to be completed a certain church now in course 
of erection and to be dedicated to the service of the Roman Catholic Church, 
conditioned also that in case hereafter the said church shall be abandoned by the 
donee, his successors or assigns, then the said two acres of land shall return to the 
possession of the donor ….” The act was passed in the presence of Theogene Castille 
and Valmont Stelly. It is recorded in Book No. 2, pages 217-218, November 24, 1853, 
St. Landry Parish records. 



Since the Arnauds donated the land and the church was to become a place of public 
worship, the community was called upon by Father Rocoffort to complete the structure 
and provide the cost of constructing the chapel. And, so it goes that the church 
acquired the land for a place of worship and in 1853, the actual parish property of St. 
John Francis Regis Parish of La Jonction through the generosity, good will and true 
Catholic spirit of the Arnauds, particularly Jacques Arnaud. 

 

La Chapelle de La Jonction was finished, apparently near the end of 1854 but it was not 
formally dedicated until 1855. The Catholic Directory for 1854 carries the notation: 
“1854—St. Charles, Grand Coteau, Reverend L. Rocoffort, S.J., and Reverend F. 
Nachon, S.J., -- two missionary chapels (Plaquemine Brule (Church Point) and La 
Jonction (Arnaudville) under the same Fathers, will soon be finished.” The next year’s 
directory states “1855—St. Charles, Grand Coteau; Rev. F. Roduits, S.J., rector; Rev. L. 
Rocoffort, S.J., assistant, who attended two other churches not yet dedicated, and also 
the chapel at the Convent of the Sacred Heart.” 

 
From the start, the chapel was under the invocation of the great Jesuit saint, glory of the 
Church in France, and the winner of so many souls, St. John Francis Regis. Down the 
years, the church at Arnaudville has continued under the same title. 

 
The Jesuit Fathers acquired additional property between Pine and Camp Streets, 
between Olive and Main, and part of the square where the Little Flower Auditorium now 
stands. The squares where the cemetery has been established and the school stands 
also was the property of the Jesuit Fathers, who dedicated part of the ground in the 
square between Pine and Camp and including the ground where the auditorium now 
stands, as a cemetery for the new parish. Streets did not exist there originally, but were 
later cut through, including Front Street and Main Street, which cut the Church property 
in several sections. Eventually, all of the property was turned over to the St. John 
Francis Regis Parish by the Jesuit Fathers, the school property having been generously 
relinquished by Father Montillot, then Superior of the Jesuits. 

 
There was one more acquisition of property which should be mentioned here. This was 
on March 6, 1865, and represented another act of generosity by the Arnaud family. By 
an Act of Sale of that date, before the same John F. Smith, Mrs. Marie Lalonde, widow 
of Jacques Arnaud, deceased, sold for $100…,” to the Board of Trustees of St. Charles 
College of Grand Coteau, which Reverend Felix Benausse, S.J., president, 
represented, 12 acres of land situated at Arnaudville on Bayou Teche, bound by the 
Arnaud property, by the church lot donated to Father Rocoffort, the Widow Fayolle, the 
Bayou and the lots of Paul Blanchard. This was evidently the rest of the square on 
which church and rectory now stand. Such in general is the story of the acquisition of 
the church property at Arnaudville from its beginning. 

 
(At the time of the War between the States, (1861-1865) La Jonction was already 

known as “Arnaudville.”) 


