
Smiles ahead 
of the rest
T

he team at Sema-
phore Dental re-
cently participated
in a Dental Rescue
Day co-ordinated by

the National Dental Foun-
dation. 

They volunteered their time,
skills and knowledge to help
disadvantaged people who are
unable to access timely dental
treatment. Throughout the
afternoon, the dentists and hy-
gienists saw 11 patients and pro-
vided just under $7000 worth
of pro-bono dental treatment.
The National Dental Foun-
dation is a registered Australian
charity which aims to improve
the oral health of disadvan-
taged members of the com-
munity by co-ordinating the
efforts of volunteer dentists and
local charities. 

The patients were very grate-
ful for the treatment and one
said Semaphore Dental was a
very pleasant dental practice.

“Dr Tan was absolutely won-
derful – he did a great deal of
work on my teeth and both he
and his dental nurses were
lovely,” the patient said. “Vy
also did a great job on the hy-
giene cleaning side of things.”
Referring charities were grate-
ful that there are philanthropic

dental surgeries such as Sema-
phore Dental. “My client has
anxiety about attending the
dentist ... he said he loved the
dentist who he saw and it was
actually a positive experience,”
one charity said.

It was Dr Wei Ling Tin’s first
time participating in the day
and she will continue to do so to
help those in need. 

“It was such a privilege to
work alongside my colleagues
and partner with the National
Dental Foundation to provide
services to patients who are dis-
advantaged and in need of den-
tal care”, she said. “I enjoyed
interacting with the patients
and hearing their stories.” 

Semaphore Dental is a com-

munity minded dental practice,
glad to give back to people in
need and make a difference by
volunteering their practice,
staff and expertise. 

Their support of the National
Dental Foundation program
provides an opportunity for pa-
tients to improve self-esteem,
increase employment chances
and obtain pain relief. The team
at Semaphore Dental say they
we will continue to support
their local community by vol-
unteering with the National
Dental Foundation again, as
they found it a privilege work-
ing with the organisation.

Semaphore Dental has been
operating for more than 55
years and is now located at the

iconic Baptist Church. The ma-
jority of patients are families
who live in Semaphore, Port
Adelaide, West Lakes and
North Haven. 

Semaphore Dental moved to
the larger facility three years
ago to allow for a major over-
haul of their dental equipment
and technology. 

Now it offers what they be-
lieve is the best in the dental in-
dustry. The dentists frequently
upskill to keep up to date with
the latest technology and treat-
ments. There are 22 members
in the Semaphore Dental team,
providing a variety of services.
These include hygiene, same-

day crowns, teeth whitening,
implants, Invisalign, wisdom
teeth removal and pain-free
technologies including sed-
ation. 

Dr Dustin Pham, the princi-
pal dentist, said Semaphore
Dental encourages people to
return for regular maintenance
visits. “Every day we get people
calling with a dental emergency
and more often than not, the
patient hasn’t seen a dentist in
quite some time,” he said. “We
like to encourage our patients
to return for their active main-
tenance visits on a regular basis,
which reduces the incidence of
dental emergencies and major

treatments. “Your oral health
affects your systemic health, so
regular visits are extremely im-
portant.”

At the moment, Semaphore
Dental is offering a gap-free on
check-ups and X-rays for new
patients. 

For those not with a health
fund, this is reduced to $199.
For eligible children aged two
to 17, they can participate in the
Child Dental Benefits Scheme,
which provides $1000 worth of
basic dental services over two
consecutive years.

Give Semaphore Dental a
call and experience dentistry at
its best.
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Semaphore Dental is now located in the iconic Baptist Church.


