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From the Minister’s Desk 
 
You might have noticed that there is 
rarely a page in the Grapevine that is 
generated from my desk. So, why have 
one now? Well, the first answer is that 
Rob, the Editor, asked for one. 
Also, it may be that I submit too rarely 
something speaking in my own voice. 
Looking-back through some issues, I find 
that usually I have generated a couple of 
pages of the material, but Rob is right: 
there is rarely a ‘page from the Minister’. 
So, to counter-balance that lack, here is a 
page from me.  
Looking backwards from today to the 
Advent issue, I find that my recent Holy 
Land Trip (Jan. 16-26) does kind-of 
dominate my personal landscape.  
Looking back further, I see we had 
another fine Advent and Christmas 
season: as usual, Doug Johnston and the 
Erindale Chancel Players made the drama 
I had written for Christmas Eve better 
than it really was. A prayer service for our 
‘Quiet Christmas’ worked very well. 
Right now, there is something great 
unfolding at the Church but, to be honest, 
it is so noisy in my Office these days that 
I am having trouble locking-on to just 
what it might be. It would probably be 
best if you came-out on a Sunday, and 
figured it out for yourself. 

Blessings. Rev. Neil       
 

Lent-Eastertide 2015 

From Your Chair of Council 
As the Grapevine is being prepared our 
Lenten Journey is about to begin.  Lent 
lasts for 40 days and is a time to think 
about repentance and forgiveness and it is 
a time of preparation.  Lent is a time 
when we come closer to the cross and to 
Christ as we prepare for Easter and it 
begins on Ash Wednesday.  The 40 days 
represents the 40 days of fasting that 
Jesus endured while being tempted by 
Satan.   Ash Wednesday derives its name 
from the practice of blessing ashes made 
from palm branches blessed on the 
previous year’s  Palm Sunday, and 
placing them on the heads of participants 
to the accompaniment of the words like, 
"Repent, and remember that you are dust, 
and to dust you shall return".  In your 
preparation for Lent please join us for 
pancakes on Shrove Tuesday, February 
17 starting at 5:30 in the hall.  This is the 
last day before Lent – the day before the 
traditional fasting begins.  Lent is a time 
of abstinence, of giving things up.  So 
Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Tuesday)  is 
the last chance to indulge yourself, and to 
use up the foods that weren’t traditionally  
allowed in Lent.  Pancakes are eaten on 
this day because they contain fat, butter 
and eggs which were forbidden during 
Lent.    

Continued.. 
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Thanks to Brian and Marg Duckett for 
organizing the event. 
 
From Church Council 

At our Council Meeting on January 28th 
we received the final report from Paul 
Sabourin regarding the installation of our 
new Allen organ.   We thank Paul for the 
time he spent making sure the organ 
contract was negotiated successfully; that 
the organ met the specifications laid out 
by Music Task Forces 1 and 2; that our 
donor was kept informed throughout the 
process of deciding on the correct organ, 
negotiating the contract, getting it built in 
the US and delivered; and for most things 
financial as related to the organ and our 
donor.  Steve Code has been in charge of 
all the on-site installation issues and has 
been present every day while installation 
took place.  Installation has gone 
smoothly but there is still some additional 
tuning to our specific space   The organ, 
played by our gifted organist, Rob 
Anderson, was used in worship on Sunday 
February 1st and the sound is wonderful. 
 
Many people were involved in this project 
and we won’t name them individually for 
fear of leaving someone out ; but F&P, 
Rob Anderson, Worship, Psalm 98, Rev. 
Neil, MTF 1 & 2, members of Council, 
M&P and of course our donor all played a 
part.  Fraser Code touched virtually every 
part of this project and his guidance and 
steady hand was instrumental – it couldn’t 
have happened without him. 
The original quote for the organ was just 
over $110,000 CAD, including taxes and 
installation.  We received a promise of 
funding for $115,000 that included a 
buffer for contingencies.   Fortunately,  
almost all of our CAD that was needed 
was converted into USD, before 

Christmas, at rates of between $1.09 
and $1.12 versus $1.24 today. 
You will notice that very little has 
changed when you look at the dais.  It 
sits nicely in our space and is actually 
slightly smaller than the old console.   
Some parts of the old organ will be 
entered into the Church’s archives. 
Paul states, “I am pleased with the 
progress, the finances and the 
installation.”   
The Congregation will enjoy this 
wonderful instrument for many years to 
come.  
 
Margaret McCrae Chair of Council 

Paul Sabourin 
 
Join us for our Annual Congregational 
Meeting on Sunday, March 1, 2015. 

I would like to thank all those who have 

donated wool and stuffing for the 

pneumonia vests and teddy bears.  The 

bears feel much better with the stuffing.  

Donations have been most welcome and 

your continued support is appreciated. 

Vera Jenkins 
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

 

Friday, March 6 at 7.30 pm 
Glenbrook Presbyterian Church 

3535 South Common Crt. 
                    (Burnamthorpe Rd. just west of Erin Mills Parkway) 

 
Everyone is invited to attend this ecumenical service 

prepared this year by women of The Bahamas, 
and based on John 13: 1 - 17 (NRSV) 

Jesus said to them, “Do you know what I have done to You?”  
 

Participating churches in our area’s worship service include  
St. Martin of Tours, Ebeneezer Reformed, St. Peter’s Anglican,  
Salvation Army, St. Ignatius Loyola, Glenbrook Presbyterian,  

& Erindale United. 
 

 World Day of Prayer is a worldwide movement of Christians  
from many traditions who come together on the first Friday of March to observe a common day of prayer.  By 

participating in this worship service you are joining  
with Christians around the world and in almost  2,000 communities in Canada. 

An international committee meets every five years to select themes and countries. 
In Canada, the Women’s Interchurch Council of Canada (WICC) distributes  

the WDP worship material, and forwards offerings received, which go to   
provide grants for projects in Canada and throughout the world.   

Last year projects in Kingston, Etobicoke, Toronto, and 
four other areas of Canada received grants. 

 
Photo: Rev. Neil  overlooking Bet She’an--the Roman city that covered the more ancient city where the body of 
King Saul was nailed to the wall by his enemies (1 Samuel 31) 
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all the time. 

The choir presented very good quality 

music throughout the season of Advent 

and Christmastide, and I am excited to 

work with them while playing the new 

organ as we travel through Lent, and 

prepare for Good Friday and Easter. I 

have to admit, “My wheels are turning”  

in plans for this Easter. As we work 

further with the organ and its 

capabilities, I have some great ideas of 

Choral/Instrument/Organ work and 

look forward to trying some of them 

with the choir. Let’s see what we can 

put together… 

Of course, the choir is always open to 

and seeking additional members to join 

our friendly group. Why don’t you 

consider joining us until Easter to try it 

out.  Rehearsals are lively and fun, on 

Thursday nights at 7:30.  

As we complete the voicing process of 

the new organ, I am pleased to tell you 

that I am working on putting a concert 

together, and you will be provided 

further information about that and the 

Dedication of the new organ in the next 

issue of “The Grapevine”.  I’ll show 

you parts of the new organ in future 

issues, and hope you’re enjoying the 

music that is being played weekly and 

the support that this new organ is 

providing the congregation in its 

singing of music in our Worship. 

Rob Anderson 

Director of Music 

 

From the Music Director 

As we continue trudging through this 

unusually long winter in the anticipation of 

Spring, I have to say, I have lived in 

“anticipation” for nearly six years. The old 

Shaw organ was nearly unplayable when I 

interviewed/auditioned for Erindale, and was 

advised the church was going to have to 

replace it. That was an understatement!  

Fortunately, I was introduced to an organ 

technician, Mr. Arie Vandenburg,  who was 

familiar with the Concept Organs by Neil 

Shaw of Burlington, and he managed to “ 

band-aid” the old organ together and 

maintained it as we started discussions about 

what we should do.  

It has been a very long and tedious process to 

arrive where we are now with a brand new 

organ to be very proud of. It started with 

committees within the church determining if 

they wanted to continue with an organ or 

move to other alternatives, and it was very 

strongly indicated that our congregation 

wanted an organ as a big part of the music 

program at Erindale.  

We have been very blessed by the generosity 

of an anonymous donor for the full cost of the 

new organ.  After much work from our 

committee, with some input from Peter 

Snyder, a colleague, and trips to numerous 

churches and music dealerships, we have 

chosen an Allen Bravura 341dk with a fair 

amount of customizing. Some Sunday you 

should come up and have a look at the 

console of this new organ. It’s more like a 

flight simulator or the cockpit of an airplane 

that I am exploring and learning more about 
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“Chill With The MEN” Chili 
Dinner 
Reserve Saturday, March 28th, 6 P.M. for a 
chili dinner in Gardner Hall. Some of the 
men are organizing this special evening that 
will help to complete your March social 
calendar. Following the meal there will be a 
short program that you won’t want to miss. 
This evening is designed to put the cap on 
winter and herald in spring!! 
Tickets are $10 each with children under 10 
free. Any net profits will go to a food bank. 
Tickets go on sale on Sunday, February 
22nd. 

 
Garage Sale 2015- United Church 
Women and Finance and 
Property 
Date: Saturday, April 25, 8 A.M.- 12 Noon 
Drop off items Thursday, April 23rd and 
Friday, April 24th: 9-noon,1-4 P.M. and 6-8 
P.M. 
 
Contacts:  
Marilyn Hurst 905 273-3789 or  
Bill McIntosh 905 820-6179 
 
U.C.W.--Jewellery and Treasures 
Next to new items, books, crystal, 
housewares,vases, cake plates, candy 
dishes, 
picture frames, other trinkets, knick-knacks 
etc. 
 
Finance and Property: Garden tools, tools, 
antiques, books, small furniture, radios, 
working computers, printers, bicycles, lawn 
mowers etc. 
 
Items We Cannot Take: Winter goods, 
skates, skis, etc. 
Clothing-any kind, footwear, bedding, baby 
items such as cribs, playpens, mattress, car 
seats, plush toys or any up-holstered 
furniture. 
 

Our Rule Of Thumb: If it can’t fit in 
the back of a car we are unable to 
accept it. 

UCW NEWS 
 
November, December and January has been busy 
months for UCW. 
We would like to thank the congregation 
members for their continued overwhelming 
support of our projects. 
  
Many people ordered the McMillan products & 
Springbank Cheese just at the right time for 
Christmas. We did not do as well as previous 
years, but still managed to raise $305.00. 
  
Mary & Martha’s Circle made up 51 gift 
baskets of various toiletries, magazines and small 
gift items that were donated. These baskets were 
delivered to the Deacon’s Cupboard.   
Friends in Faith collected mitts, hats, scarves and 
socks that were taken to  The Open Door . 
We thank the many congregation members who 
provided sandwiches and desserts for funerals 
and baked for us or helped out for the Frosty Fare 
to raised $1500.00. 
We sold all of our United Church calendars. 

January we offered our Cranberry Crisp frozen 
desserts and sold out quickly. We will be looking 
at doing this project again sometime in Late 
February or March. Just in time for Easter..... 

February 17, 2015 at 1:30 pm in the McGill 
Room, Friends in Faith will be showing a short 
documentary by Dewitt Jones followed by a 
short discussion. 
Celebrate!  “Change Your Lens, Change Your 
Life” offers a simple yet powerful message: the 
world is amazing place full of hope, promise, and 
possibilities. And, by focusing on the positive, 
you will find the energy to fix what's wrong. 
All welcomed. 
Have a Great Day! 

Margaret Duckett 
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Some Congregational Care members and Rev. Neil visiting Evergreen Retirement Residents 

for tea and conversation. 

Grace Horner"s 90th Birthday last Aug. 

with some Erindale United Church friends 

Congregational Care 
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An Orthopedic Surgeon for Congo. 
 
Bunia, Eastern DRC 
 
Zahra felt the baby move, she enjoyed the sensation of another life inside her, but the midafternoon 
African sun bore down unrelentingly and she thought it best that she went inside for a refreshing drink 
of hot chai tea. Just another few minutes of weeding though. It was her garden, her food to feed 
Kitwana, her 3 year old son and Kibwe, her husband. Kibwe made enough money in the maize fields 
for them to live happily and content. Combined with her garden for vegetables, maize from Kibwe’s 
employer, a few chickens for eggs, some meat or fish from the market, they lived well she thought. 
There was even some money at the end of the month, sometimes even 25 US dollars. Soon Zahra knew 
they could buy a goat. She could almost taste the milk. They were saving money faithfully. No, that’s 
not true she thought wistfully, she was saving money faithfully. Zahra had more than a few times in the 
past several months scolded Kibwe about his cell phone costs. Why must he call his friends to talk 
unceasingly about his beloved Manchester United? They all watched the games together at the church 
on Saturday evenings anyway…talk then! 
 
Any day now the baby would make its way into the world. Zahra was happy. Life was good. In her 
mind she thanked God for her devoted husband, her son and the child within her, for their meagre but 
comfortable hut, so cool with its thatched roofing.  
 
Soon the child within her would become a “he” or a “she”. It’s funny how that is. Nothing is real until 
it’s born, then it becomes a real person, no longer an “it”. She’d known for many months that baby was 
real of course, but nobody except a mother can really know how real until the birth. There will be much 
celebrating, no name yet of course, but Zahra was unconcerned. “Silly to name a child before you even 
lay eyes on it.”  she always thought. Once again Zahra thought about the word “it”. Oh well, she knew 
the name will just come on the breeze once the child arrives. “Jina” for a girl maybe?  She paused and 
gave thanks to God. 
 
The labour and childbirth was mercifully short, at least compared to Kitwana. Kibwe arrived late from 
the corn field, coming to his wife as soon as he got word. Still, it took him well over an hour to clean, 
change and cycle the seven kilometres home. Excited, fearful, apprehensive, worried, yes all of those, 
but mostly just happy and excited. Kibwe prayed to Christ Jesus the whole way home. So much hope! 
Such expectation! Maybe this child will be a girl! Oh, for a lovely little girl, a girl to help Zahra with 
the home. “A jewel of a girl, please Jesus! A girl!” His thoughts raced and he pedaled home as fast as 
his bike and his legs would let him. 
 
Kibwe dropped the bike ten meters from the hut and raced forward but suddenly stopped stone cold just 
as he ran past Zahra’s garden. The midwife Mama met him at the door stoop. Her look said it all. “My 
God, my God, what’s wrong!” Kibwe shrieked “ Zahra?”  
 
“She’s fine” the Mama replied solemly. 
“Oh thank God…… Then what?” screeched Kibwe  “the baby….no!” 
“The baby is healthy, man” Mama said quietly. 
 
Kibwe  made a questioning gesture, both arms stretched out in front of him, palms up, a sick feeling in 
the pit of his stomach.  
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Mama entered the little hut and returned with the small beautiful bundle, “It’s a girl” she said quietly, 
placing it in Kibwe’s arms.  
 
“But……but she’s perfect” exhorted Kibwe! He caressed her face, she turned her head to suckle when 
he touched her cheek. Kibwe opened the blanket a little more, revealing a silky skinned healthy body, 
the tied stump of umbilical cord still moist and bloody. “But she’s perfect” he exclaimed again still 
examining the tiny body”. He began to laugh uncertainly. “Mama, you’re playing a cruel joke.”  
 
“No joke” Mama said quietly, almost inaudibly. Mama gently and ever so delicately pulled the blanket 
aside to reveal baby’s left foot. 
 
Then he saw it, severely twisted in and pointing sideways like some sort of field hockey stick. He 
uncovered the right foot…. the same.  
 
“Your child will never walk Kibwe” Mama cried, tears now streaming down her face. 
 
Grasping the child to his chest Kibwe slumped down on one knee, then the other. He lifted the baby’s 
cheek to his face and gently kissed her. He nuzzled her stomach just above the tied cord and cried for 
his child. “Nooooo, please God Noooo” he wailed mournfully as he gently brought her down to the 
earth. “You cannot live child, you cannot live”  
 
This story is based on a personal experience I had when in Tanzania six years ago. Little Gina was 
allowed to starve to death by her parents as they knew that she would forever be a drain on the family. 
That she would be reduced to a life of abject poverty or worse.   
 
There are no surgeons available to treat the “average child” from an “average family” in sub Saharan 
Africa, even in a relatively stable and comparatively wealthy country such as Tanzania.  I desperately 
wanted to grab this child and spirit her back to Canada for surgery for this easily correctable deformity.    
 
I made a vow at that time that I would avenge the death of this child, this child that “died of club feet”.  
With your help we are almost there! Little Jina (Swahili for “baby with a name”), I think of you often. 
Rest in peace little one, you will not have lived ever so briefly and died in vain. I could not save you, 
but I can save others. Many be cured. 
 
Bienvenu Silyanzabo will graduate later this year from the orthopedic surgeon program of the 
University of Goma. He will then do approximately one more year of internship at CME Hospital in 
Nykunde or Rwankole General Hospital in Bunia DRC. I and your Outreach Committee of Erindale 
United Church would like to thank you all for your ongoing support. Jina will not have died in vain. 
 

Jim Bright 
Outreach Committee 
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Erindale Chancel Players 
Christmas Eve 2014 

 
(l to r):  Claudette Neita; Craig 
Laferriere; Brian Duckett; Alexander 
Brandy; Karen Bright; Doug Johnston. 

Worship Committee 
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Date Season Lectionary Reading Sunday Service 
Reading 

Special Events 

Feb 15 Transfiguration 2 Kings 2:1-12 
Psalm 50:1-6 
2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
Mark 9:2-9 

Psalm 50 
Mark 9:2-9 

 

Feb 22 First Sunday in 
Lent 

Genesis 9:8-17 
Psalm 25:1-10 
1 Peter 3:18-22 
Mark 1:9-15 

Psalm 25 
Mark 1:9-15 

Evening Service 

March 1 Second Sunday in 
Lent 

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
Psalm 22:23-31 
Romans 4:13-25 
Mark 8:31-38 

Psalm 22 
Mark 8:31-38 

Annual Meeting 

March 8 Third Sunday in 
Lent 

Exodus 20:1-17 
Psalm 19 
1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
John 2:13-22 

Psalm 19 
John 2:13-22 

 

March 15 Fourth Sunday in 
Lent 

Numbers 21:4-9 
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 
Ephesians 2:1-10 
John 3:14-21 

  

March 22 Fifth Sunday in 
Lent 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Psalm 51:1-12 
Hebrews 5:5-10 
John 12:20-33 

Psalm 51 
John 12:20-33 

 

March 29 Palm Sunday Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Psalm 31:9-16 
Philippians 2:5-11 
Mark 14:1-15:47 

Passion Reading Communion 
Evening Service 

April 3 Good Friday Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
Psalm 22 
Hebrews 10:16-25 
John 18:1-19:42 

  

April 5 Easter Acts 10:34-43 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
John 20:1-18 

John 20:1-18  

April 12 Second Sunday 
of Easter 

Acts 4:32-35 
Psalm 133 
1 John 1:1-2:2 
John 20:19-31 

Psalm 133 
John 20:19-31 

 

Erindale United Church 

1444 Dundas Crescent, Mississauga, ON. L5C 1E9 
Phone: 905 277 3656 Fax 905 277 3657 

www.erindaleunited.org 
 

Minister: Rev. Neil Young : Cell phone: 416 452 5719 email: revneil@erindaleunited.org 
Director of Music: Robert Anderson email: musicdirector@erindaleunited.org  

Psalm 98 Music Program: psalm98@erindaleunited.org 
Junior Choir Director – Robert Anderson: musicdirector@erindaleunited.org 

Office Administrator: Sarah McEwing email: churchoffice@erindaleunited.org 
Grapevine Newsletter : erindalegrapevine@gmail.com 

Wedding Coordinator: Nicole Hansen email: nicolelduncan@hotmail.com 
 

Worship Schedule 
 


