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Message From Our Minister 
“All those moments will be lost in time, like tears 

in rain.” 

      - 

Roy Batty’s Lament, Blade Runner, 1982 

 

And so, here we are: I arrived at Erindale in 

August, 1999, aged 40 and with assorted small 

children to herd, while taking-up my new 

congregation at Erindale. As always, with a move, 

Kate had given-up her job, and everything 

familiar, to make this new adventure possible. 

Now, 16 years have passed, bringing many 

changes, and already many faces and memories of 

my time here are far in the past. With the Blessing, 

I will continue in ministry; I know that Erindale 

will continue in its worship and mission. I hope 

very much indeed that what I have done and 

shared among you will fall steadily astern, as new 

ministries become your focus and bring-in many 

new good things. 

The counterpoint to the lament, above, is 

that nothing will be lost, because it all will live in 

the eye of God, whose great Kingdom is among us 

even now, and ever yet-to-come. Some of you will, 

I hope, remember our times fondly--as I shall carry 

you with me.  

Still, as of August, this year, I become 

‘historic’, and I pray that Erindale will live so long 

and faithfully that I will be finally be lost in time. 

That is my last and fondest hope for my ministry, 

Spring/Summer 2015 

here: to one day be one of those ‘old photos’ on 

the wall in a Church where most folk are far too 

busy being faithful that day to notice me, much.      

Let me make two practical suggestions, to 

make my hope come true: over the next two 

years--though the time of searching for a new 

minister, the Supply Ministry that will cover-off 

that period, and then during the new minister’s 

beginning year--I very, VERY, strongly 

commend to you the responsibilities to attend 

Worship on Sundays, and to keep your Giving to 

the Church steady and generous. 

 If you do these things, you will add much 

to Erindale’s life, and to the ministries that will 

be offered among you. From a good Sunday 

crowd many blessings follow, and a Church with 

no money-worries (not a fortune, you understand, 

but enough to do its work and pay its bills) can 

accomplish great things. 

Simply: do as you have done for me. The 

things I did, and the memories, are not mine but 

ours. And, at last, all were done for service to 

Jesus Christ Our Lord, to whom be the Glory and 

Praise, Honour and Blessing. 

 

Blessings, 
Rev. Neil Young 
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From Our Chair of Council 
 
Rev Neil has answered God’s call to St. 

Andrew’s United Church in Toronto near the 

intersection of Yonge and Bloor.  This is truly an 

honour for him to be chosen to lead the 

congregation of St Andrews and we pray that 

God will bless him in this exciting new ministry.  

We have indeed been privileged to have had Neil 

as our minister for 16 years.  Neil came to 

Erindale with a vision of the many ways we 

could utilize our gifts and answer God’s call.  

Thanks to his strong and steady leadership we 

have been empowered to do that.  He leaves our 

church in good shape.  We have stable finances, 

good use of our church building, strong staff 

relationships, community co-operation and a 

clear sense of who we are as church.  There is a 

process that will be put in place as we seek a new 

minister for Erindale and you will be informed of 

each step along the way but please remember 

that this process will take time.   In the 

meantime, Neil will be with us until the end of 

July.  This church is you, the people.   Continue 

to worship regularly and support the work and 

activities of your church in order to keep 

Erindale strong until our new minister is called.    

 

Council News 

Your Council has been meeting regularly on the 

4
th

 Wednesday of each month.   Council is 

responsible for exercising leadership in the care 

and oversight of the spiritual life and interests of 

the Church.  A member from each Church 

Committee is responsible for attending Council 

Meetings and usually a member from Presbytery 

attends.   

 

We have organized a team to put together the 

Needs Assessment as Erindale moves forward to 

work on the next step as we search for our next 

minister.  This team will be approved by Council 

at our Meeting on May 27
th

. 

 

Did you know that The United Church of 

Canada was formed by an Act of Parliament 

in 1925?  At that time the Congregations of the 

Methodists, Congregationalists and many 

Presbyterian churches joined to form The 

United Church of Canada.  Over the years our 

numbers have declined but we still remain a 

strong Protestant Church in Canada.    

 

42
nd

 General Council will meet in 

Newfoundland 

 

The United Church of Canada’s General 

Council is a denomination-wide gathering 

which meets every three years to elect a new 

Moderator and to approve new church policies. 

In addition to 356 delegates called 

commissioners, approximately 250 guests, 

observers, youth, children, staff, and volunteers 

will be present for the week-long gathering. 

Commissioners are selected by the church’s 13 

regional Conferences and represent an equal 

number of lay people and ministry personnel. 

The 42nd General Council (GC42) of The 

United Church of Canada will take place at 

Grenfell Campus of Memorial University, in 

Corner Brook, Newfoundland and Labrador 

from August 8 to 15, 2015. 

Check out The 42
nd

 General Council Website 

GC42.ca to read about the Comprehensive 

Review and changes coming to the United 

Church of Canada. 

 

Presbytery Oversight 

April 22 was our Presbytery Oversight visit by 

Lloyd Freel and Rev. John Tapscott.  The first 

hour of our Council Meeting consisted of a 

discussion time.   I have listed some of the 

questions that came up for discussion at our 

meeting.  How would you answer them? 

• What are some Celebrations that you 

could mention over the last three years? 

• What are some of the Challenges? 

• How is your Mission Statement lived 

out in your ministries? 

• Do you have an annual stewardship 

campaign? 

• Have you engaged in education on 

planned giving? 
 

Margaret McCrae 
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Our Mission Statement 

Erindale United Church is a people of God. 
We embrace, proclaim and practice 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
We seek justice for all people, 

Striving to become a loving, nurturing 
Ministering community. 

 

UCW News 
 
Our UCW has been very busy since the last 

edition of The Grapevine. 

In March, as they have done for over 30 years, 

the ladies of Mary and Martha Circle served 

afternoon tea to the residents of Carmel Heights 

Retirement Home.  They also joined in singing 

some old favourites with the residents. 

In April we hosted the Annual Gathering of 

Halton Presbyterial UCW including preparing 

and serving lunch to 85 attendees.  Later, on the 

28
th

, we prepared and served dinner to the 

members of Halton Presbytery before their 

meeting in our Sanctuary. 

Receptions were also catered for Jim Watson and 

John Lee’s Memorial Services. 

As usual we ‘did our bit’ towards the success of 

the Garage Sale. 

 

Our Annual Meeting will be held on June 3.  

Our Guest Speaker is Dave Tayler, The 

Riverwood Conservancy, and he will be speaking 

at 1.30 in the afternoon.   

Everyone is welcome to join us for this 

interesting and informative presentation. 

 

An ongoing project of women in our 

congregation is knitting, or crocheting, 

“pneumonia vests” for the charity Canadian Food 

for Children which sends them overseas to 

Africa, Central and South America, and the 

Caribbean.  There are photos in the narthex, 

taken in February, of children in Zambia 

wearing garments made by Erindale people.  

Thank you to all the people who donate yarn 

and make the garments for this project. 

 

Canadian Food for Children shipped over 

5,000,000 kilograms of food, clothing and 

school supplies in 2014 – that’s 368 shipments, 

mostly to El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 

Peru, Ghana, and Sierra Leone, with lesser 

amounts going to at least twelve others. 

 

Two of us attended the Annual Gathering of 

Hamilton Conference UCW, held in Mount 

Forest, where we heard some interesting 

presentations.  Would you believe, at 3.30 in the 

afternoon, we were stopped as part of a RIDE 

program?  Of course we had the perfect answer 

to their question - ‘we were coming home from 

a churchwomens’ meeting’!!  

 

All women of the congregation are most 

welcome to join us on the third Tuesday each 

month, September - June. Both units meet that 

day in the McGill Room - Mary and Martha 

Circle 1.15 in the afternoon and Friends in Faith 

at 7.30 in the evening. 

Meetings are listed in the bulletin the previous 

Sunday. 

 

Ann Edge, President 
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Worship Committee/Schedule 
 
During the summer, we will once again participate 

in joint worship services with the Mississauga 

Mennonite Fellowship. 

All services will be held at Erindale United, and 

will continue to start at 10:30 am. Erindale will 

lead the services in July, and the Mississauga 

Mennonite Fellowship will lead the services in 

August.  

Rev. Neil's last service at Erindale will be on July 

26th. A sub-committee has been established to 

perform the search for a supply minister. It is the 

goal of the sub-committee to have the supply 

minister chosen and ready to lead Erindale in 

worship starting September 6.  

 

Over the coming months, Erindale will be 

developing a Join Needs Assessment Report. The 

purpose of the report is to create a snapshot of the 

pastoral charge—the faith community and 

resources—in order to make a recommendation for 

what future ministry leadership the pastoral charge 

needs to live out God’s mission in the world. Once 

this report has been completed, the search for a 

minister to lead Erindale United can begin. 

Prospective ministerial candidates will utilize this 

report to assess and gain an understanding of what 

Erindale is about. The Erindale Search committee 

will also utilize this report to ensure the needs of 

Erindale are addressed when issuing a "call" to a 

minister.   

 

Rev. Neil has provided excellent leadership to 

Erindale over the past 15 year, and while it's 

difficult to say good bye, Rev. Neil is leaving 

Erindale in good shape. I'm confident that the 

search committee will find new leadership that can 

continue to move Erindale forward in delivering 

on our mission.  

 

Erindale's Mission Statement: 

Erindale United Church is a people of God. We 

embrace, proclaim and practice the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ. We seek justice for all people, striving to 

become a loving, nurturing, ministering 

community. 

 

Congregational Care 
 
Our Congregational Care Committee, with our 

Minister, try to maintain close relationships with our 

members and adherents, even when shut-in and 

unable to attend our services.  

For privacy reasons, sometimes that is easier said 

than done; We need to be INFORMED when you or 

loved ones are hospitalized, and we ask that you let 

us know when you or loved ones are in this situation, 

or simply shut-in due to mobility or other reasons, 

and would like a visit. We have a wonderful 

committee of caring people that would love to come 

and spend some time with you. “Ask, and Ye Shall 

Receive; Seek and Ye Shall Find! 

 

Erindale's Purpose: 

To provide leadership in worship, congregational 

life, pastoral care, governance and Christian 

Development in accordance with our Mission 

Statement 

Ralph Nott, Chair 



 - 5 - 

Congregational Care 
Serving in the Community 
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Erindale United Church 
1444 Dundas Crescent, Mississauga, ON. L5C 1E9 

Phone: 905 277 3656 Fax 905 277 3657 

www.erindaleunited.org 

 

Minister: Rev. Neil Young : Cell phone: 416 452 5719 email: revneil@erindaleunited.org 

Director of Music: Robert Anderson: jagmkv@gmail.com  

Psalm 98 Music Program: psalm98@erindaleunited.org 

Office Administrator: Sarah McEwing email: churchoffice@erindaleunited.org 

Wedding Coordinator: Nicole Hansen: nicolelduncan@hotmail.com  
Grapevine Editor: Robert Anderson:  erindalegrapevine@gmail.com  

 

 Back to School with The Open 
Door 
Last summer we started a new initiative in 

partnership with the Open Door, to provide 

backpacks to students in need in Mississauga 

through Christian ministry. We collected 

enough backpacks & supplies for 

approximately 25 children (or adults) with only 

about 2 weeks to collect the items. The Open 

Door supplied over 200 students with 

backpacks and supplies. 

 We are once again asking for your help with 

this project by donating backpacks and/or back 

to school supplies. It will help a family in need 

to send their children back to school with the 

necessities and confidence to start a new year of 

school, or may help an adult with the costs of 

supplies necessary to return to school, college 

or university. The suggested items are: 

 

Backpacks,  Lunch bags,  Pencil Cases,  

Pencils,  Pencil Crayons,  Crayons,  Markers,  

Glue Sticks,  Erasers,  Binders,  Binder Paper,  

Dividers,  Duotangs,  Calculators,  Geometry 

Sets,  USB sticks 

Wal-Mart gift cards can also be helpful for 

miscellaneous items 

 

Nicole Hansen & Claudette Neita will be 

collecting items in the Narthex throughout the 

Summer months from June 7 until August 22, 

2015. For more information please contact 

Nicole Hansen at nicolelduncan@hotmail.com 
 

Joint Needs Assessment Process 
 

Erindale is about to enter a new stage in its 

history.  But before we can begin looking for 

our new minister, there are some steps we are 

required to follow.  The first is to write a report 

called a Joint Needs Assessment.  This report 

goes on our website and tells prospective 

ministers who we are as a church and what we 

want in our new minister.  This will help them 

decide whether they would like to apply to 

Erindale. 

But who decides who we are and what we want?  

You do!   

On Saturday, June 6 we will be having a 

workshop to determine this.  It will be held at 

Erin Mills United Church (corner of The 

Collegeway and Winston Churchill) from 9:00 

AM until 1:00 PM with coffee and muffins 

supplied.   

We want to be able to attract the best minister 

possible, so your input is vital and this 

workshop is your chance to provide us with 

your expertise.  Please make yourself available 

for this workshop if at all possible.  So we 

know how many muffins to buy, please write a 

note, indicating how many from your household 

will be attending, and put it on the offering 

plate. 

It is Very Important to hear your voice as we 

make our decisions for ministry into the future. 

Thank You! 
 


