
2016 Legislative Session On Its Way! 
 

I hope all of you enjoyed a very Merry Christmas and are looking forward to 
a Happy New Year in 2016! We are getting ready for the legislative session 
which is set to begin on January 12th! 
 
I am looking forward to seeing you at my town hall meetings, all of which 
will be held on Saturday mornings. Those meetings for January are set as 
follows:  
 
Saturday Jan.23rd in Waverly at the city library from 10:00-11:00 a.m. 
Saturday Jan. 30th in Sumner at the city library from 9:00-10:00 a.m. 
Saturday Jan. 30th in Dunkerton at the city library from 11:00-Noon. 
 
February meetings are still being finalized.  
 
For the upcoming session I will be serving as Vice-Chair of the House 
Veterans Affairs committee, a post I have held the past 3 years.  I will also 
continue to serve on the following policy committees: Education, Public 
Safety, and Human Resources. Education and Public Safety are committees 
I have served on the past 3 years and Human Resources the past year. I am 
also on the Administration and Regulation budget subcommittee which 
deals with the budget funding the executive branch.  
 
A major focus this coming session will be balancing the budget since it will 
be a very tight year. We will have to manage our money the same as you 
have to do at home. The state’s revenue is strong but growth is slowing. 
There is no economic emergency but we will have to be careful with the 
funding commitments we make. We will fund our priorities of education, 
Medicaid, and public safety which, by the way, are growing; as well as 
important skilled workforce, water quality, and soil conservation funding 
commitments. At the same time we will craft a stable, predictable, and 
sustainable budget that spends less than the state takes in, does not use 
one-time money to fund ongoing programs, and does not balance the 
budget by intentionally underfunding programs. 
 
We will also be looking at ways to protect taxpayers and will work at 
building that into our budget. We know that more money in taxpayers’ 



pockets fosters greater business and job growth, thus making a stronger 
economy.  
 
Here are some policy issues I have been asked by folks to work on: 
 
Strengthening our drunk driving laws by requiring ignition interlock 
devices for all 1st-time OWI offenders, by increasing the penalty for those 
who loan their car to a drunk driver, and by eliminating the “lookback” 
period used by courts classify OWI offenders.  
 
Cutting off state taxpayer funding for organizations committing abortion.  
 
Prohibiting the buying, selling, or experimenting on unborn baby remains 
and requiring that deceased unborn infants receive the same respect as 
other human beings. Iowa currently has no state law governing this. 
 
Prohibiting the government from discriminating against any person on the 
basis of the views they hold on marriage, thus strengthening protection for 
religious liberty. 
 
Overturning the Iowa Supreme Court’s bad decision on webcam abortion in 
the same way we did when we overturned the decision of the court 
regarding liability protections for landowners allowing recreational use on 
their property 
 
Unhooking Iowa from the Common Core system of control over our schools 
by requiring legislative approval to change the statewide standardized test 
used in our schools, thus closing a loophole in the law the Dept. of Ed. used 
to bypass the legislature and adopt the Smarter Balanced Assessment. 
 
Providing a pathway so that deceased veterans whose remains are 
unclaimed by their families can receive a proper burial.  
 
Strengthening property rights of condominium owners. 
 
Making some needed adjustments in school bus traffic laws.  
 
Protecting 2nd Amendment rights of law-abiding citizens who are already 
legally allowed to own a firearm to carry without a permit as is done in 7 
other states. 



 
I am also supporting others who are already working on legislation people 
are interested in: protecting life from conception, providing better election 
integrity and security through a voter photo ID, strengthening private 
property rights against the use of eminent domain, welfare reform, 
prohibition on sanctuary cities, and “American laws for American courts” 
(prohibits adoption of foreign laws). There will be more issues to support as 
the session gets underway.  
 
Medicaid Transition to Managed Care Update: Now called Iowa 
Health Link, the new Medicaid managed care program will begin on March 
1, 2016 instead of January 1, 2016. The federal Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS) has approved Iowa’s managed care plan but is 
directing that it start on March 1st instead of January 1st. For at least the 
months of January and February Medicaid members and providers will 
continue the same as they have been. Medicaid recipients can continue to 
see their providers and use their Iowa Medicaid cards and providers will 
continue to be reimbursed at their current rates.  
 
Letters are being mailed to members to update them on this extension. 
Members will be able to choose their health plan until February 17, 2016 for 
coverage beginning March 1, 2016. Members will have until May 18, 2016 to 
make a change for any reason, and then for “good cause” reasons after that. 
This also gives providers more time to contract with the managed care 
organizations (MCO’s).  
 
In addition to this, the MCO, WellCare, has been dropped by the state 
because of issues that happened during the bidding process. Those 
Medicaid patients who were enrolled with WellCare will receive 
information from the state and will be reassigned to one of the remaining 3 
MCO’s. The same deadlines as above apply for them to choose or change 
their MCO.  
 
Longest Serving Governor in U.S. History - On Monday December 
14th, Governor Terry Branstad, 69, marked his 7,642nd day as Governor 
making him the longest serving Governor in US history, now in his sixth 
term in office.   
 
He surpassed the record that was held by George Clinton of New York for 
over 200 years, who was a Revolutionary War General and Founding 



Father of our nation. After his gubernatorial tenure, Clinton served as vice 
president under both Thomas Jefferson and James Madison. 
 
Gov. Branstad was raised on a farm in Winnebago County near Leland. The 
governor's great-grandfather from Norway purchased the original 144 acres 
of the Branstad family farm in 1883. The governor entered politics in 1972 
during his second year at Drake Law School by running for a seat in the 
Iowa House. Then a decade later, in 1982, Branstad was first elected 
governor shortly before his 36th birthday, making him the nation's 
youngest chief executive at the time. 
 
 
 
     
Feel free to contact me with ideas, thoughts, and concerns. My phone is 
319-987-3021 or you can email me at sandy.salmon@legis.iowa.gov . I want 
to hear what you are thinking and will listen to your input. Together we will 
work to make a difference for the future of Iowa. Thank you very much for 
the honor of representing you!  
 
Sincerely,  
 

Sandy 
 


