
Retention Vote – Iowa Supreme 
Court Justices 

 
Did you know that three of Iowa’s Supreme Court justices are up for a 
retention vote on our ballot on November 8th? We don’t hear about that 
much because the airwaves are filled with news about the presidential race 
and there is less news the farther you go down the ballot. But you can cast 
your vote for or against those three justices on our ballot this November.  
 
A retention vote means Iowans can decide whether these justices have 
faithfully and constitutionally executed the duties of their office, and should 
remain as Supreme Court justices or whether they have not done so and 
should therefore be replaced.  
 
The three Iowa Supreme Court justices up for a retention vote are Brent 
Appel, Mark Cady, and Daryl Hecht. You must turn your ballot over to vote 
either Yes, they should be kept in office or No, they should be removed 
from office.  
 
We should vote No on all 3 of these justices and remove them from office. 
These 3 justices all cast votes affirming two very important decisions: first, 
to overturn the Iowa Board of Medicine decision to ban webcam abortion, 
thus allowing this unsafe and destructive practice to continue, and second, 
to impose same sex marriage on the state of Iowa in direct violation of Iowa 
Code 595.2. 
 
On the decision allowing webcam abortion to continue its 
destruction…These justices willfully refused to uphold, even to this small a 
degree, the unborn child’s right to life, one of our rights given by God and 
outlined in the Declaration of Independence as being so basic that it is 
described as “self-evident”. Using unbelievably flimsy reasoning, they cast 
that right aside and refused to ban a practice considered so destructive and 
unsafe for babies and women’s health that many states do not allow it, even 
in our current era where Roe v. Wade is upheld. This error in judgment in 
leaving a most basic right, an innocent person’s right to life, unprotected 
makes this decision especially egregious and merits a No vote and a call for 
these justices’ replacement. 
 



On the decision imposing same sex marriage on the state…These justices 
arrogantly and unwisely cast aside thousands of years of history, the “Laws 
of Nature and of Nature’s God”, and the judgment of the legislature which 
reflects We the People. Using tortured reasoning, they blew right past their 
duty to interpret Iowa law and instead performed a legislative function not 
constitutionally allowed by imposing as policy their vision for marriage 
upon the people of our state. They could have remanded their opinion over 
to the legislature to weigh in as they do with many other decisions but they 
did not do that. This error in judgment on one of the most basic building 
blocks for law: how marriage is to be defined, also makes this decision 
especially egregious and merits a No vote and a call for their replacement.  
 
Some might say that these reasons for removing judges are “too political” 
and that “politics” shouldn’t enter into the decision whether judges are 
retained. In that case the judges shouldn’t have become “political” in the 
first place and then we wouldn’t have to rein them in. We should not deny 
the people the right to bring correction in the lawful way provided to a 
situation that shouldn’t have happened in the first place. 
 
Some also might say that these issues on life and marriage are settled law 
now and we just need to “move on”. That is simply wishful thinking that 
these issues will just go away. History tells us that will never happen 
because when violations of such basic rights and laws occur, more and 
deeper unconscionable and horrendous acts follow surrounded by 
confusion, anxiety, insecurities and controversies. Nothing gets settled. 
Just more and deeper problems arise. Let us not fool ourselves.  
 
Therefore we should exercise the provision made in our Iowa Constitution 
for We the People to serve as a check and a balance on our judicial branch. 
We need to take the opportunity that is lawfully ours to weigh in on these 
judges’ fitness for service. This is not only an opportunity we don’t often 
have, it is also a duty and a responsibility. We should turn our ballots over 
and vote No to retain Iowa Supreme Court justices Brent Appel, Mark Cady, 
and Daryl Hecht. 
 

 
Latest Estimates for Iowa’s Budget 

 



The Revenue Estimating Conference (REC) held its October meeting last 
week to discuss the condition of state revenue.  
 
FY 2016 - As last Fiscal Year 2016 came to an end this past June, actual 
revenue was $27 million less than what the REC had forecast in 
March.  This has reduced the FY 2016 ending balance number to $44.1 
million, according LSA.   
 
FY 2017 - When the Legislature adjourned in April, the forecast was 
$7.3574 billion in General Fund revenue for our FY 2017, which we are 
currently in.  The enacted budget for FY 2017 was $7.3506 billion, 
according to the balance sheet prepared by the non-partisan Legislative 
Services Agency. The legislature budgeted within the revenue the state 
received from the taxpayers. 
  
However, the REC lowered their estimate of General Fund revenue for FY 
2017 to $7.3081 billion.  The change in the estimate is being driven by 
declining commodity prices for farmers and the ripple effect of reductions 
in durable goods orders, as well as the “earnings recession” in the stock 
market which is lowering non-wage income growth.  The state’s economy is 
still experiencing low unemployment and wage growth.  All three members 
of the REC mentioned the level of uncertainty in the economy at the state, 
national, and global levels. 
  
The net effect of these changes is that the REC forecasts that revenue will 
grow by 5.6 percent, instead of 6.3 percent that was projected in March.  
  
FY 2018 – This is the next fiscal year, the one the legislature will be setting 
the budget for during next session. The REC’s initial estimate in March 
projected revenue to grow to $7.6591 billion.  Today’s meeting lowered the 
revenue figure to $7.6073 billion, a reduction of $51.8 million.   
  
As with any estimate, it is quite possible that economic factors will change 
over the next two months and result in an updated forecast for both fiscal 
years.  The Revenue Estimating Conference is required by law to set the 
official revenue estimate for FY 2018 by December 15. This is the estimate 
the legislature is required to use to build the FY 2018 budget. 
 
Feel free to contact me with ideas, thoughts, and concerns. My phone is 
319-987-3021 or you can email me at sandy.salmon@legis.iowa.gov . I want 



to hear what you are thinking and will listen to your input. Together we will 
work to make a difference for the future of Iowa. Thank you very much for 
the honor of representing you!  
 
Sincerely,  
 

Sandy 
 


