
Drunk Driving 
 

The Problem 
 
One of the issues I have been working on the past several years is to 
strengthen Iowa’s drunk driving laws. I took up this issue because of a 
constituent whose 5-month old great-grandson named Drake, was killed by 
a drunk driver. I have since heard from folks whose lives have been 
painfully, tragically and irreversibly changed by the foolish, self-centered, 
and thoughtless actions of a person driving drunk.  
 
These are not just isolated instances. Iowa DOT statistics reveal increases 
each of the past few years in the number of deaths in Iowa due to drunk 
driving. In 2016 fatalities in Iowa due to alcohol reached a 9-year 
high. According to the Iowa Office of Drug Control Policy, 1 in 5 Iowa 
adults was classified as a “binge” drinker in 2016, well exceeding the 
national average. Clearly, this is a problem that is not going away. 
 
Think of how you would feel if your loved one was killed by a drunk driver. 
Nobody has a right to drive drunk. Each time we drive we must always 
remember that we are powering thousands of pounds of steel at breakneck 
speed through the air like a torpedo. And that is enough to kill somebody. 
Driving carries with it a huge responsibility. 
 

What Has Been Done 
 

Last year the legislature passed and the governor signed into law a bill 
creating a 24/7 sobriety program in Iowa in which a judge can recommend 
a convicted OWI offender be required to test for alcohol or drugs twice a 
day with immediate jailtime if they fail the test. Counties can elect to 
participate in the program. This law became effective this past July 1st and 
the rules for it are still being drawn up.  
 
This program was modeled after a fairly new program in South Dakota. One 
study conducted in a SD county showed a modest 12% reduction in repeat 
OWI arrests. 
 



While this legislation certainly is a good start, there is definitely more that 
can be done to send a stronger message that drunk driving will not be 
tolerated.  

 
What Else Needs to be Done 

 
I plan on again introducing legislation to address this issue in several ways. 
My bill would require ignition interlock devices for all, not just 
some, OWI offenders. It would do that by lowering the Blood Alcohol 
Content (BAC) from .10 where ignition interlocks are currently required, to 
.08, which is the legal BAC limit.  
 
Ignition interlocks are installed on the steering wheel and the driver must 
blow into them in order to start the vehicle. They prevent the vehicle from 
starting if the driver’s breath registers over a designated BAC limit. 
 
It is important to remember that 1st-time OWI offenders are serious 
offenders with Centers for Disease Control (CDC) research showing they 
have driven drunk at least 80 times before they are arrested.  
 
Laws like this which require ignition interlock devices for all 1st-time OWI 
offenders are on the books in 25 other states. Drunk driving deaths in those 
states are down from 18% to 45% according to research by Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving (MADD).  
 
Suspending a person’s license for driving drunk as we currently do, is 
shown to have limited effectiveness as 50-75% of convicted drunk 
drivers continue to drive on a suspended license. But when using 
ignition interlocks as this bill requires, CDC research shows repeating the 
drunk driving offense is reduced 67%. This is because the drinking is 
separated from the driving. 
 
Various surveys show overwhelming public support for the use of ignition 
interlocks for OWI offenders. In addition, organizations supportive of this 
policy are MADD, the CDC, and several auto and highway safety groups. 
 
This bill would also require 1st-time OWI offenders to demonstrate 
compliance in order to have the ignition interlock removed. That means 
they must not re-offend, they must pass the “blow test” and “re-tests”, and 
they must keep the ignition interlock device serviced as required. 



 
The bill also sets up indigent fund to help truly poor offenders pay for an 
interlock. The cost of this fund would be paid for by all OWI offenders. This 
type of fund is set up in 31 other states. 
  
The grandfather of baby Drake who was killed by a drunk driver is a teacher 
and head boys’ basketball coach Mark Bigler from Davenport West High 
School. He has given his “Courage for Drake” presentation to over 25,000 
high school students in Iowa and Illinois. Students are “pin-dropping” quiet 
as he exhorts them to not drink and drive and to discourage others from 
doing it as well. Their family’s tragic story has been aired on ESPN. You can 
read about his mission:  Courage for Drake: Q.C. coach turns tragedy into a 
challenge You can contact Coach Bigler and the family at “Courage for 
Drake” on Facebook. 
 

Iowa News Briefs 
 

Currently the emerald ash borer has been found in over half of 
Iowa counties, mainly southern and eastern Iowa. DNR believes it is 
spread through transporting infested firewood from other states or 
counties. 
 
The Iowa Public Employee Retirement System (IPERS) reported 
103 retiree accounts were compromised in mid-October. The 
criminals used stolen social security numbers and birth dates needed for 
IPERS online access where they changed direct deposit information. IPERS 
took action to reissue the benefits for those retirees to the correct financial 
institutions. IPERS, the FBI, and state officials are investigating. Please 
protect yourself from identity theft.  
 
South Dakota is appealing a lawsuit asking the U.S. Supreme 
Court to be legally allowed to collect sales taxes from out-of-state 
internet retailers (those who do not have a physical presence in the 
state). The Iowa Attorney General, along with 35 other states’ Attorneys 
General, has signed on to support this lawsuit. 
 
 
Feel free to contact me with ideas, thoughts, and concerns. My phone is 
319-987-3021 or you can email me at sandy.salmon@legis.iowa.gov . I want 
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to hear what you are thinking and will listen to your input. Together we will 
work to make a difference for the future of Iowa. Thank you very much for 
the honor of representing you!  
 
Sincerely,  
 

Sandy 
 


