
Trump Chooses Gov. Branstad as U.S. 
Ambassador to China 

 
Gov. Terry E. Branstad will be nominated to serve as the U.S.  Ambassador 
to China in the Trump-Pence administration. Gov. Branstad brings a wealth 
of experience in working with Chinese leadership over the years to develop 
trade and business opportunities for Iowa farmers and others. He has a 
decades-old friendship based on mutual respect with the President Xi 
Jinping of China that began when he visited Iowa back in the 80’s. These 
assets make Gov. Branstad well-qualified to fulfill the role of U.S. 
ambassador to China and to serve not only Iowa but all of the United 
States. I wish him well in this endeavor.  
 
 

Lt. Gov. Kim Reynolds to be new Iowa 
Governor 

 
With the appointment of Gov. Branstad as the nation’s new ambassador to 
China, Lt. Gov. Kim Reynolds will step in to the role of Iowa’s Governor. 
Having had 6 years of experience at Gov. Branstad’s side practically the 
whole time, Lt. Gov. Reynolds ascends to the governorship well-prepared to 
lead Iowa. She was always with him in meetings and out visiting Iowans 
and has been given various important responsibilities during her tenure as 
Lt. Gov. She brings a lot of energy, enthusiasm, and passion for serving 
Iowans. I wish her well and look forward to working with her to make Iowa 
an even better place to work and raise a family. 
 
According to the Iowa constitution, as Governor Kim Reynolds will be able 
to appoint a new person to serve as Lt. Gov. She and that person will fill out 
the rest of Gov. Branstad’s term, which continues until November 2018, the 
next time the people will be able to vote for governor/lt. gov.  
 
The timeline for when the transition will occur for Kim Reynolds to take 
over from Terry Branstad is not clear. However we do know that during the 
first week of the legislative session, which begins January 9th, that it will be 
Gov. Branstad who will be delivering the Condition of the State message to 
the legislature and it will also be him who will be sending the proposed 
budget to the legislature, which he usually does the following day. Because 



Branstad cannot start his new job until after Trump is inaugurated on 
January 20th and after he is confirmed by the U.S. Senate, that transition 
could take place sometime during the 2017 legislative session. 
 
Interestingly enough, Kim Reynolds will be the first woman to serve as 
governor of the state of Iowa. At the same time we have Linda Upmeyer as 
the first woman to serve as Speaker of the House in the legislature. In 
addition, we have in Senator Joni Ernst the first woman elected to the U.S. 
Congress from Iowa who is serving now. 
 
 

2017 Legislative Session Getting Close! 
 
We are getting ready for the legislative session which is set to begin on 
January 9th! 
 
I am looking forward to seeing you at my town hall meetings, all of which 
will be held on Saturday mornings. We are in the process of setting those up 
now.  
 
I have been pleased to be appointed again as Vice-Chair of the House 
Veterans Affairs committee, a post I have held the past 4 years.  I will also 
continue to serve on the following policy committees: Education, Public 
Safety, and Human Resources.  
 
With new dynamics in the legislature this year in terms of Republican 
majorities in both the House and the Senate, we are very much looking 
forward to getting some good things done for Iowans that we could not do 
before.  
 
A major focus this coming session will be balancing the budget since it will 
again be a very tight year. We will have to manage our money the same as 
you have to do at home. The state’s revenue is strong but growth is slowing. 
Final budget numbers will be released after this newsletter goes out, but 
those will be the numbers the legislature must use to build the budget. 
There is no economic emergency but we will have to be careful with the 
funding commitments we make. We will fund our priorities of education, 
Medicaid, and public safety which, by the way, are growing; as well as 
important skilled workforce, water quality, and soil conservation funding 



commitments. At the same time we will craft a stable, predictable, and 
sustainable budget that spends less than the state takes in, does not use 
one-time money to fund ongoing programs, and does not balance the 
budget by intentionally underfunding programs. 
 
We will also be looking at ways to protect taxpayers and will work at 
building that into our budget. We will be looking at different ideas for tax 
reform and see what is possible in a year of lagging revenue. We need to 
make our business climate more competitive with other states. Plus, we 
know that more money in taxpayers’ pockets fosters greater business and 
job growth, thus making a stronger economy.  
 
We are anticipating being able to get House, Senate, and governor 
agreement on FY 18 K-12 education funding and to get it set early, that is, 
within the first 30 days of session.  We will also be looking at changing the 
law so state aid for schools does not have to be set 18 months in advance, 
which is before the legislature and governor have a reliable estimate on 
available revenue. 
 
We will be bringing forward collective bargaining reform that will give 
taxpayers a seat at the table. Also work will be done to restore greater local 
control in schools and to strengthen school choice. In terms of funding 
improving water quality will also be a priority in this coming session as will 
mental health funding. Also we will work on pro-life measures, expanding 
2nd Amendment rights, and bills to ensure integrity in our election process.  
 
Additionally, among other policy issues I have been asked by folks to work 
on are welfare reform measures, strengthening protections for religious 
liberty, strengthening our drunk driving laws, strengthening private 
property rights both against the use of eminent domain and for those of 
condominium owners, reform of the Praxis test (test for teachers), better 
access to medical care for Lyme disease patients, and better access for 
veterans organzations to gaming revenue profits. 
 
There will be more issues to support as the session gets underway.  
 
 

Native Iowan Mark Nook Named as 11th 
President of UNI 



The Iowa Board of Regents unanimously named Mark Nook, chancellor at 
Montana State University Billings, as the next president of the University of 
Northern Iowa. He will be UNI’s 11th president and will assume his duties 
on Feb. 1, 2017.  
 
He replaces Bill Ruud, who accepted the presidency of Marietta College on 
July 3, 2016 after three years at UNI. The Board of Regents convened a 21-
member search and screen committee to work in cooperation with 
professional search consultant hired to help find good nominees. 
 
Prior to serving as the chancellor at Montana State University Billings from 
2014-2016, Nook was the senior vice president for Academic and Student 
Affairs at the University of Wisconsin System from 2011-2014. He also 
served as provost (2007-09, 2010-11) and interim chancellor (2009-10) at 
the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point, and in a variety of roles at 
Southwest Minnesota State. He graduated from Southwest Minnesota State 
University with a bachelor’s degree in physics and mathematics in 1980, 
before obtaining a master’s degree in astrophysics from Iowa State 
University in 1983. Nook received his Ph.D. in astronomy from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison in 1990. He grew up in Holstein, Iowa, 
about an hour’s drive east of Sioux City.  
 
Jim Wohlpart, provost and executive vice president for Academic Affairs, 
has been serving as interim president and will continue to do so until Nook 
takes office.  
 
 
Feel free to contact me with ideas, thoughts, and concerns. My phone is 
319-987-3021 or you can email me at sandy.salmon@legis.iowa.gov . I want 
to hear what you are thinking and will listen to your input. Together we will 
work to make a difference for the future of Iowa. Thank you very much for 
the honor of representing you!  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Sandy 


