
Bills Ready for Debate in the House  
 
 
This past week was the “first funnel” deadline which means that for any 
House bill to remain eligible for consideration, it needed to have passed at 
least one House committee.  The funnels exist to narrow the Legislature’s 
focus as session moves along. The budget, spending decisions (like K-12 
and Medicaid funding), and tax decisions (like the penny tax bills and tax 
coupling) are not subject to the funnel deadline. The following are bills that 
have passed a House committee and are eligible for debate in the House. 
Tell me what you think! 
 
Ban on Sale of Aborted Baby Remains – This bill prohibits the 
buying, selling, and donating of aborted baby body parts. This bill does not 
apply to testing done to help the baby or mother.  It also allows for parents 
who have miscarried a baby to donate their baby’s body for medical 
research. This was one I helped sponsor and work on. 
 
Veterans Unclaimed Cremated Remains – This bill provides a way 
for veterans whose cremated remains are unclaimed by their families can 
be buried at a veterans cemetery. This is also a bill I sponsored and worked 
on.  
 
Banning Sanctuary Cities – This bill prohibits the state or any city or 
county from enforcing any policy that restricts enforcement of federal 
immigration laws.  
 
Human Trafficking Bill – This bill establishes an office in the 
Department of Public Safety to oversee efforts to combat human trafficking.  
 
Synthetic Drug Bill – This bill would add additional chemicals to the list 
of drugs that are illegal in the state of Iowa. Law enforcement has to 
continually “keep up” with criminals who create new drugs. It also treats 
simulated substances and imitation substances the same as “real” 
substances for prosecution. This one we had last year but the Senate did not 
take it up. This is intended to protect our young people by keeping 
dangerous and deadly synthetic drugs off the streets and making it easier to 
prosecute sellers. 
 



Civil Citation Bill – This bill allows law enforcement to issue a “civil 
citation” instead of making a full arrest to prevent the arrest from becoming 
a part of the person’s permanent record. This would be allowed for certain 
simple misdemeanors if the person accepts responsibility for the 
commission of the criminal offense, the person has not been previously 
been arrested as an adult for such an offense, and a “prearrest diversion” 
program has been established by the board of directors of the judicial 
district. 
 
“Uber” Bill – This bill makes it easier for transportation network 
companies like Uber and Lyft to come into the state of Iowa. It sets forth 
insurance requirements for the transportation network companies. A 
transportation network company is a fairly new idea. It allows a person to 
use an app on their phone to contact a company driver to give them a ride. 
Payment is made through the app on their phone. 
 
Renewable Chemical Production Tax Credit – This bill would 
provide a tax credit to Iowa companies, either starting up or expanding, 
who will produce “building block chemicals”. These companies would take 
biomass feedstock and refine it into chemicals used in manufacturing other 
products. There is a great economic growth potential in this business as it is 
a new and expanding industry right here in Iowa that can benefit many 
other industries in our state.  
 
Flexibility in Teacher Professional Development Funding  - This 
bill would allow professional development dollars ($30 million per year) 
received by K-12 schools to be used to purchase textbooks and curriculum 
for classroom purposes, if the purchase includes professional development 
material. 
 
Independent Accreditation for Private Schools – This bill removes 
the sunset date that allows private schools to choose their own accrediting 
agency from a list provided by the Dept. of Education. If the sunset date 
remains in place the only accrediting source for private schools would be 
the Dept. of Education. 
 
Prescription Authority for Psychologists – Under this bill 
psychologists who meet certain educational and training standards will be 
able to prescribe a limited number of medications for mental health 
disorders to patients (narcotics are prohibited). These psychologists will be 



required to be under the supervision of a physician initially and then 
afterward to be in permanent collaboration with a physician. This bill was 
brought forward to promote better access to mental health providers. 
 
Tanning Bill – This bill bans indoor tanning for children under 17. 
 
Joint Physical Custody Bill - This bill directs that in a divorce if joint 
legal custody is awarded to both parents, the court shall award joint 
physical care to both joint custodial parents, unless the court determines 
joint physical care is not in the best interest of the child. Current law 
authorizes but does not require the court to award joint physical care to 
both joint custodial parents. 
 
Military and Veterans Hunters Bill – This bill waives hunter 
education requirements to obtain a hunting license for active duty military 
and honorably discharged veterans.  
 
ATV’s, Snowmobiles, and Firearms – This bill allows a person with a 
carry permit to carry a firearm, whether or not it is concealed or loaded, if 
they are on an ATV or snowmobile. It also specifies that if the person is on 
their own land they do not need a carry permit.  
 
Firearm Suppressor Bill – This bill allows the possession of a firearm 
suppressor after following federal rules. Suppressors do not silence 
firearms, but simply reduce the decibel level, primarily for those who shoot 
for recreation in competitions as well as hunting. This is similar to laws in 
41 other states. 
 
Confidentiality of Weapons Permit Holders – This bill would protect 
the personal information of weapons permit holders by preventing the 
release of this information to the general public. This is so that those who 
may wish to obtain a firearm by illegal means don’t have access to a list of 
potential people to steal from.  
 
Protection of 2nd Amendment rights in a Public Emergency – This 
bill provides that the governor or any other state, city, or county official 
cannot prohibit, regulate or curtail the lawful possession of a firearm or 
suspend or revoke a permit to carry or acquire in the case of a public 
emergency. 
 



Teaching a Minor the Use of a Handgun – This bill allows a parent to 
teach their child under 14 how to use a handgun and it must be done under 
the direct supervision of the parent.  
 
Fishing Bill – This bill allows a person to fish without a license on private 
lakes and ponds with consent from the landowner.  
 
Front License Plate Bill – This bill eliminates the requirement for a 
front and back license plate on a vehicle and only requires there be one 
plate. The bill specifies it would be mounted on the back of the vehicle. 
 
Israel Investment Bill – This bill restrict public funds such as 
retirement system funds from investing in certain companies that are 
engaged in a boycott of Israel. This is similar to legislation moving in other 
states. It is intended to support the sovereignty and economic security of 
Israel as our trade partner and ally in the Middle East against a movement 
that spreads anti-Semitism and advocates the elimination of Israel as a 
state.  
 
Search Warrants Required for DNR Officials - This bill provides 
that when DNR officials seize wildlife taken illegally or property used 
illegally, that the officials must first obtain a search warrant. Currently a 
search warrant is not required in that case.   
 
 
Feel free to contact me with ideas, thoughts, and concerns. My phone is 
319-987-3021 or you can email me at sandy.salmon@legis.iowa.gov . I want 
to hear what you are thinking and will listen to your input. Together we will 
work to make a difference for the future of Iowa. Thank you very much for 
the honor of representing you! 
 
Sincerely,  
 

Sandy 


