
Proposed Election Integrity Bill 
 

This proposed bill strengthens the integrity of Iowa’s election system  
without infringing on voter rights. This bill will be considered in committee 
this week. Here are the highlights of the proposed provisions of the bill: 
 
It requires an ID of all voters be shown at the polling site. Currently this is 
not required. For 95% of registered Iowa voters that will be an existing 
Iowa driver’s license/passports/military or veteran ID. For the 5% that do 
not have one of these IDs, there will be a new and free voter registration 
card with a voter ID number on it issued.  
 
Election officials will be required to verify the signature on absentee ballot. 
It must match what they have on record or the ballot can be rejected. 
Currently election officials are not required to reject such a ballot.  
 
The voter ID number will be required on all absentee ballot requests (not 
currently required).  Requests without ID numbers will be returned to voter 
to revise, and then sent back in. 
 
The “earliest date to request” an absentee ballot is 120 days before the 
election.  The requests would not be filled until the ballots are ready, about 
45 days before a general election. Presently voters can mail an absentee 
ballot request at any time, even years before an election. This causes 
confusion, and often times those forms are misplaced before the ballot is 
ready to be sent.    
 
The “latest date to request” an absentee ballot by mail is 10/11 days before 
election. This moves the mailed-in request time frame to accommodate 
current postal office delivery standards. Presently, the deadline is the 
Friday before the election, making it impossible to get the ballot to and 
from the voter before the polls close on Election Day. 
 
This bill cancels the voter registration of people who swear on a jury 
questionnaire they are not U.S. citizens. Currently, if it is proven that 
someone who is registered to vote in Iowa is not a citizen of the state or the 
country, nothing happens to their voter registration status. 
 



The cost to implement this election integrity update is $1 million, which is 
only 2.5% of an election cycle’s expenses. This would go to creating an E-
pollbook loan fund to help counties to deploy electronic poll book systems 
in all precincts and update electronic poll book data security.  IDs will be 
scanned on the electronic poll books. The funding will also cover initial 
distribution of new voter registration cards and voter education.  
 
Opponents of Voter ID laws argue that Iowa has not had enough proven 
voter fraud. However election officials have acknowledged that it is hard to 
prove. Although Iowa has an excellent election system, there is always room 
for improvement and we want to eliminate the possibility of voter fraud as 
much as possible. The proposed changes will help Iowa remain a state with 
secure elections and protect the integrity of our election process.  
 
 

Proposed 2nd Amendment Rights 
Protections Bill 

 
This proposed bill strengthens Second Amendment Rights protections that 
Iowans are guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution. It reduces the government 
red tape law-abiding Iowans have to cut through to enjoy their freedoms. 
This bill will be considered in committee this week. It consists of a 
combination of previously supported House bills and additional language 
focused on ensuring Iowans Second Amendment rights are protected.  
Here are the highlights of the proposed provisions of the bill: 
 
On Carrying: This bill ends the requirement that a person have a permit 
to carry a firearm. However, a person must have completed a firearms 
safety class if they are carrying a firearm. They must be able to produce 
proof of such if requested by law enforcement, just as a driver is required to 
produce proof of liability insurance if requested by law enforcement.   
 
That said, permits will still be available as some states still require it and 
this will enable the firearm owner to be able to travel in those states.  
 
Nonprofessional permits to carry will be issued for the life of the permit 
holder. To get this permit a person must complete a firearms safety class. 
The current law of requiring a renewal after 5 years is dropped.  



Permit holders and anyone carrying a firearm in the state would still be 
subject to all limitations under state and federal law. This means felons, 
persons under 21, those prohibited under state and federal law, or those 
prohibited by court order (ex. Adjudicated mentally ill) would still not be 
permitted to possess a firearm. 
 
On Purchasing: The state will no longer issue a permit to acquire. 
Instead a prospective buyer will present their permit to carry or complete 
the National Instant Criminal Background Check (NICS) required by 
federal law.  
 
Language in the bill also strengthens Iowa’s laws against “straw purchases” 
and makes it a class “D” felony for someone to sell or provide a firearm to 
another they know, or should know, is banned from possessing a firearm.  
 
On Stand Your Ground: The bill allows Iowans to “stand their ground” 
and protect themselves and others from violent attacks. A person may use 
reasonable force, up to and including deadly force, to protect themselves or 
others if there is reasonable belief that force is necessary. By removing the 
duty to retreat a person no longer has to run and hide in dangerous 
situation and can instead stop an attack. This applies not only to the home, 
(which is current law, called the “castle doctrine”) but also the place of 
business or vehicle or any place the person has a lawful right to be present.  
This does not apply to a person engaged in criminal activity.  
 
On State Preemption: Under current law, many believe the state has an 
exclusive right to the regulation of firearms but there has been some 
disagreement between state officials. The bill clarifies that the state has 
complete control over firearms, firearms accessories, and ammunition 
regulation and policy. This will prevent counties and cities from 
establishing their own ordinances and helps keep firearms laws consistent 
across the state so firearms owners know what to expect going from one 
place to another. That said, the bill still allows law enforcement, jails, 
prisons, CBC’s, and other security-sensitive areas to set their own policies. 
Additionally, the judicial branch will be allowed to regulate firearms 
possession in areas controlled by the judicial branch or the courts. In no 
way does this language prevent private property owners from restricting 
firearms possession on their property.   
 



On Teaching Children Firearm Safety: The bill ensures that parents 
have the opportunity to teach their children gun safety at any age. Current 
law threshold is age 14. This language was approved in the House last year 
in HF 2281 and passed with bipartisan support.   
 
On Privacy of Permit Holders: The bill protects the privacy of 
nonprofessional permit holders. The bill prohibits law enforcement from 
releasing the names and any other identifiable information of permit 
holders. Information can still be provided to officials in certain 
circumstances. Last year the House approved this language in HF 2314 with 
overwhelming support, 97-1.  
 
On Emergency Powers: The governor, state, and any political 
subdivision of the state are prohibited from revoking firearms rights in a 
state of emergency. Protecting Iowans in a state of emergency received 
bipartisan support last year in HF 2280 and passed the House 67-31. This 
was included with an eye to the disastrous consequences to law-abiding 
citizens in the wake of Hurricane Katrina when their 2nd Amendment rights 
were suspended.  
 
On the “2nd Amendment” to the Iowa Constitution: That is being 
worked on in the Iowa Senate.  
 
 
Feel free to contact me with ideas, thoughts, and concerns. My phone is 
319-987-3021 or you can email me at sandy.salmon@legis.iowa.gov . I want 
to hear what you are thinking and will listen to your input. Together we will 
work to make a difference for the future of Iowa. Thank you very much for 
the honor of representing you!  
 
Sincerely,  
 

Sandy 
 


