
Tax Coupling Needs Senate Approval 
  

The House passed a tax coupling bill a few weeks ago in which the state 
“couples with” or mirrors the federal tax code for provisions adopted in 
Congress in December for tax year 2015. Now it is over in the Senate and 
the Senate is not acting on it. The Senate needs to pass it and provide 
certainty to Iowa taxpayers.  
 
Coupling has never been a partisan issue until this year. Since Republicans 
took the House majority in 2011, the annual coupling bill hadn’t received a 
single “NO” vote in the House or the Senate prior to this year.  
 
If the Senate does not pass this, it amounts to an automatic tax increase on 
Iowans, thus taking money out of taxpayers’ pockets. It also inserts 
uncertainty for businesses that provide our jobs as they make investments 
to update or expand. Inconsistency and complications for taxpayers and tax 
preparers also become an issue. 
 
For tax year 2014, more than 177,000 Iowa taxpayers took advantage of 
coupling. Many small businesses and farms which are the drivers of our 
economy have made investments counting on the tax deduction coupling 
would allow them. Others that benefit from the deductions they could take 
if we passed coupling would be teachers for out-of-pocket expenses for 
classroom supplies, parents and students for certain higher education 
expenses, homeowners that could deduct their mortgage insurance, and 
others. 
 
In addition tax coupling would not affect this budget year’s (FY 16) ongoing 
revenue, only the ending balance. So current programs would not be 
affected if we passed the coupling bill.  
 
Also, next year’s budget (FY 17) which we are planning would have 
additional revenue in it if we passed the coupling bill. That would help us be 
better able to fund our K-12 schools, Medicaid, mental health, public safety, 
and many other areas needing funding. 
 
 

Feds Approved Medicaid Managed Care 



 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) approved Iowa’s 
Medicaid transition to managed care last week for a new start date of April 
1st. It’s clear that CMS recognized that Iowa’s program is ready to move 
forward. And Iowans now have certainty that the new Medicaid program 
will indeed move forward. 
 
The House will continue efforts to assist Medicaid patients and providers so 
that they experience as smooth a transition as possible and work out as 
many of the issues as we can. In addition the House will be looking into 
reasonable oversight measures for this updated program.  
 
I know some did not support the transition but now it’s time to work 
together to make managed care successful for the Iowans involved.  
 
Important Dates for Medicaid Members: 

 
Coverage will begin for all members transitioning to the IA Health 
Link (name for this new Medicaid program) on April 1, 2016. 
  
Members can continue to make changes in MCO selection for any 
reason until June 16, 2016.  
 
Members can make changes after that date for 'Good Cause', such as 
their provider hasn't joined the MCO network. 
  
Arriving Soon to Members: Confirmation of Coverage letters and 
coverage cards will be mailed over the next several weeks.   
 

Important Dates for Medicaid Providers:  
 

MCO must contract with any willing provider for a period of time. 
 Physical, behavioral health: September 30, 2016. (6 months) 
 Long Term Services and Supports: March 31, 2018. (2 years) 

 
Maintain member/provider relationship regardless of network. 

 Existing Authorizations: June 30, 2016. (90 days) 
 Residential: Until March 31, 2017 (1 year) 
 Non-Residential: Until an assessment is conducted and service 

plan is updated. 



Bills Passed in the House 
 
The following bills passed the House last week. They will now go to the 
Senate for their consideration.  
 
Veterans Unclaimed Cremated Remains – This bill provides a way 
for veterans whose cremated remains are unclaimed by their families can 
be buried at a veterans cemetery. This is a bill I sponsored and worked on. 
It says that after 180 days funeral directors, who have cremated remains 
that have not been claimed by a relative, can release identifying information 
to the Iowa Dept. of VA. The dept. will determine if the deceased was a 
veteran who would be eligible for burial at a veterans’ cemetery. If so, the 
veteran’s remains will be released to an eligible veterans organization who 
has made arrangements to conduct the burial. All parties involved will have 
immunity from liability arising from their actions in this process. This will 
incur no additional cost to the state. This helps get veterans who have 
served our country a proper burial. 
 
Flexibility in Teacher Professional Development Funding  - This 
bill would allow professional development dollars ($30 million per year) 
received by K-12 schools to be used to purchase textbooks and curriculum 
for classroom purposes, if the purchase includes professional development 
material. 
 
Fishing Bill – This bill allows a person to fish without a license on private 
lakes and ponds with consent from the landowner.  
 
Israel Investment Bill – This bill restricts public funds such as 
retirement system funds from investing in certain companies that are 
engaged in a boycott of Israel. This is similar to legislation moving in other 
states. It is intended to support the sovereignty and economic security of 
Israel as our trade partner and ally in the Middle East against a movement 
that spreads anti-Semitism and advocates the elimination of Israel as a 
state.  
 
The five bills below were also passed out of the House and are intended to 
enhance and strengthen the 2nd Amendment rights of Iowans. Although 
these measures are not all we would like to see, we put them forward with 
the hopes that the Senate would take them up. 



 
 
Firearm Suppressor Bill – This bill allows individuals to go through the 
federal process to possess a firearm suppressor. Suppressors do not silence 
firearms, but simply reduce the decibel level, primarily for those who shoot 
for recreation in competitions as well as hunting. This is similar to laws in 
41 other states. 
 
Confidentiality of Weapons Permit Holders – This bill would protect 
the personal information of weapons permit holders by preventing the 
release of this information to the general public. This is so that those who 
may wish to obtain a firearm by illegal means don’t have access to a list of 
potential people to steal from.  It also streamlines and simplifies the 
process to obtain or renew a permit to carry. 
 
Protection of 2nd Amendment rights in a Public Emergency – This 
bill provides that the governor or any other state, city, or county official 
cannot prohibit, regulate or curtail the lawful possession of a firearm or 
suspend or revoke a permit to carry or acquire in the case of a public 
emergency. 
 
Teaching a Minor the Use of a Handgun – This bill allows a parent to 
teach their child under 14 how to use a handgun just like the current law on 
rifles and shotguns.  The bill specifies it must be done under the direct 
supervision of the parent.  
 
ATV’s, Snowmobiles, and Firearms – This bill allows a person with a 
carry permit to carry a firearm, whether or not it is concealed or loaded, if 
they are on an ATV or snowmobile. It also specifies that if the person is on 
their own land they do not need a carry permit.  
 
Feel free to contact me with ideas, thoughts, and concerns. My phone is 
319-987-3021 or you can email me at sandy.salmon@legis.iowa.gov . I want 
to hear what you are thinking and will listen to your input. Together we will 
work to make a difference for the future of Iowa. Thank you very much for 
the honor of representing you! 
 
Sincerely,  
 

Sandy 


