
House and Senate Reach Agreements 
 

The Senate has agreed to the terms of the House’s tax coupling bill. This 
will provide certainty to Iowa’s taxpayers as the state “couples with” or 
mirrors the federal tax code for tax year 2015. This will prevent a $95 
million increase on Iowans, sending this money back to the taxpayers. For 
tax year 2014 more than 177,000 Iowa taxpayers took advantage of 
coupling, including small businesses and farms that have made investments 
counting on the tax deduction coupling would allow them. Others that 
benefit are teachers for out-of-pocket expenses for classroom supplies, 
parents and students for certain higher education expenses, homeowners 
that could deduct their mortgage insurance, and others. 
 
The Senate has also agreed to the terms of a bill the House passed in 2014 
which would prevent manufacturers from being double taxed on the 
consumable supplies they use in their manufacturing processes. This will 
provide manufacturers with a clear and consistent definition in Iowa law of 
what is exempted from sales tax instead of leaving it to the Dept. of 
Revenue to decide.   
 
With these critical issues resolved the budget picture will become clearer as 
well as resolving differences in education funding. 

 
House Bans Sale of Aborted Baby 

Body Parts 
 
Last week the House passed out a bill that would ban the buying, selling, 
and donating of aborted baby body parts. 
 
This past summer the investigative journalist organization Center for 
Medical Progress released videos exposing a leading abortionist group 
being involved in exploiting aborted unborn infants through the buying and 
selling of their body parts and organs for financial gain and 
experimentation. It was heart-rending, horrifying, and unconscionable. A 
number of legislators and I sought to have the Attorney General investigate 
to make sure this wasn’t happening in Iowa. But he refused, saying that 
even though this violated federal law, that there was no state law 



prohibiting it. This bill was brought forward to put a state law in place 
outlawing such barbaric and cruel practices.  
 
One might wonder why this wasn’t exposed and prosecuted before since it 
is against federal law. The reason why is because federal law is riddled with 
loopholes that essentially allow such sales. One such loophole says fetal 
tissue can be donated in exchange for the cost of providing the tissue. The 
CMP videos appear to indicate that the money being received goes beyond 
merely the cost but rather provides a healthy profit. That is why our bill 
also bans the donation, as well as the buying and selling, of fetal tissue. 
 
The widespread practice of abortion has corrupted our judgment and has 
spawned a horrendous and reprehensible but lucrative business between 
abortionists, private companies, government, and/or universities. This is 
morally and ethically wrong. We are working to stop this from happening in 
Iowa. 
 
Contrary to what some are saying, the bill also promotes lifesaving medical 
research that is done in an ethical manner, one that would not require the 
willful destruction of unborn babies. It seeks to respect the life that science 
reveals to us through the miracle of the developing baby in the womb, while 
at the same time conducting ethical medical research. Both can be done and 
should be done.  
 
Diagnostic or remedial tests, procedures, or observations that are done in 
order to preserve the life or health of the aborted baby or mother are 
permitted under this bill as well as pathological studies. Also under this bill, 
umbilical cord blood, the placenta, and amniotic fluid can be donated for 
medical research as well as a miscarried baby with the consent of the 
parents. Those are ethical sources of fetal tissue and new cell lines. These 
are not theoretical alternatives. Universities are processing and preserving 
fetal cells from miscarriages now.  
 
Lifesaving medical research cannot and should not require the willful 
destruction of human lives and the buying and selling of their dismembered 
body parts for it to go forward. We cannot expect to save lives if we have to 
first destroy lives and market them to get there. If we think we value human 
life but are destroying and selling lives in the process we are only fooling 
ourselves. With ethical alternatives available we do not need to nor should 
we resort to using methods that destroy human life. According to recent 



testimony given to a Congressional committee, Dr. Schmainda of the U of 
WI College of Medicine said, “No current medical treatments exist that 
have required using fetal tissues for their discovery or development.” 
 
Fetal tissue was used in the 1950’s and 1970’s to develop vaccines such as 
polio, however modern research has advanced so much that the current use 
of fetal tissue to develop vaccines has become an antiquated science. In fact, 
the Centers for Disease Control itself has stated that “No new fetal tissue is 
needed to produce cell lines to make these vaccines, now or in the future.” 
A clear example of the lack of necessity for further fetal tissue is 
development of the new vaccine against the Ebola virus, which was 
developed using monkey cell lines.  
 
Instead of fetal tissue the real successes in medical research are in adult 
stem cells which can be taken from most any body tissue, even from 
cadavers and which do not require the destruction of a human life. Adult 
stem cells have been used to treat dozens of diseases – MS, cerebral palsy, 
spinal cord injuries, sickle cell anemia, and blindness. The evidence is 
overwhelming that fetal tissue is not needed to discover new therapies. We 
can advance scientific knowledge and medical treatments while valuing 
human life and practicing ethics in medical research. 
 
Aborted babies’ broken and dismembered bodies should not be exploited 
for experiments or financial gain. 

 
Other Bills Passed by the House 

 
Terminating the Parental Rights of a Rapist – This bill allows a 
judge to terminate the parental rights or a parent who has committed 
sexual assault against the other parent, and the assault resulted in a child. 
 
Front License Plate Bill – Antique cars and sports cars, which are 
tightly defined (not just any older car or sports car would qualify), would 
not be required to have a front license plate. The 2-plate requirement would 
remain in place for all other vehicles.  
 



Early Literacy Initiative – This clarifies that reading proficiency at the 
end of 3rd grade is not based solely on a single test, i.e. the FAST 
assessment. Other factors would be considered as well.  
 
Turtle Harvesting – Establishes a nesting season for turtles and daily 
catch limits for turtle harvesting. Also a study would be done on the turtle 
population in Iowa.  
 
Domestic Violence – Increases penalties for domestic violence crimes 
and requires a mandatory risk assessment for certain offenders. 
 
Feel free to contact me with ideas, thoughts, and concerns. My phone is 
319-987-3021 or you can email me at sandy.salmon@legis.iowa.gov . I want 
to hear what you are thinking and will listen to your input. Together we will 
work to make a difference for the future of Iowa. Thank you very much for 
the honor of representing you! 
 
Sincerely,  
 

Sandy 


