
Bills Passed by House 
 

Income and Asset Verification for Medicaid Eligibility – This bill 
pushes DHS forward to a system to better verify the income and assets of 
those applying for Medicaid benefits. This would include making sure 
applicants aren’t already receiving benefits in another state. We have 
sought to do this previously but were blocked by the Obama administration 
from moving forward. It is hoped under President Trump this will be 
allowed to be implemented.  
  
“Home Rule” for School Districts – This past week the House passed 
“Home Rule” for Iowa’s school districts. This will provide locally-elected 
school boards across Iowa the opportunity to govern their schools in a way 
that best meets the needs of their particular students, parents, teachers, 
and communities. Under current law, schools are only allowed to act if the 
particular power has been granted to them in state law. Under this bill 
schools will be allowed to act in areas not addressed already in state law. 
This gives school districts similar authority to that which cities and counties 
currently have enjoyed for decades. Schools will now have the opportunity 
to explore innovative ways to educate our children.  
 
Better Information to Help Stroke Patients – Currently, the 
University of Iowa Hospitals keeps a database on treatment and care of 
stroke patients. However, the information is spotty and inconsistent, and 
therefore not useful to help those patients. Under this bill the state’s largest 
hospitals will be required to contribute information they have on the 
treatment and care of stroke patients to the database so all health care 
providers can use it to help their stroke patients. 
 
Electrical Work on Farms – This bill provides that a farm, as long as it 
is not a place open for retail business, is not required to have its electrical 
work done by a licensed electrical contractor, or have a permit, or be 
inspected. The farmers can do the work themselves.  
 
Criminal Sentencing Reform - A person convicted of attempted 
murder of a peace officer shall serve 100 percent of their prison sentence 
and shall be denied parole, work release, or other early release. Standard 
sentences shall be imposed in certain crimes. These standard sentence 
guidelines will be used, unless there is a compelling reason not to do so. 



Mandatory minimum sentences for some crimes are eliminated, thus 
allowing the judge more discretion. Crack cocaine penalties are brought 
closer in line with powdered cocaine penalties.  
 
School Board Elections – This bill moves school board elections from 
their current time in September to November to be done at the same time 
as city elections in odd-numbered years. This is intended to be a long-term 
cost saving measure and to increase the turnout for school board elections. 
 
Statute of Repose Changes - A statute of repose establishes a time 
period after which a lawsuit, based upon negligence in an improvement to 
real property, cannot be filed. A statute of repose should not be confused 
with a statute of limitations. A statute of limitations period begins at the 
date of an injury or upon discovery of a deficiency. This deals with 
negligence on the part of a contractor. The bill removes the 15-year statute 
of repose and replaces it with time frames more similar to those of other 
states. The statute of repose time frame depends on the structure:  

 Nuclear power plants, or interstate pipelines - 15 years (stays the 
same) 

 Residential construction - 10 years 

 Actions related to, or improvement to other real property - 8 years 
 
However, if there is intentional misconduct or fraudulent concealment of 
unsafe or defective conditions the same 15-year time frame applies – the 
claim must be brought within 15 years. This bill does not reduce the statute 
of repose for projects already in existence or any contracts already in place 
prior to the effective date – they are “grandfathered” in. 
 
Protection for Farmers Against Nuisance Lawsuits – This bill 
provides a reasonable level of protection from nuisance lawsuits to livestock 
farmers who are following the law prescribed for livestock operations and 
who are using existing prudent generally utilized management practices 
reasonable for the operation. 
 
 

Federal Judge Dismisses Des Moines 
Water Works Lawsuit 

 



On Friday, March 17, 2017, Federal Judge Leonard Strand dismissed all of 
Des Moines Water Works’ (DMWW), the water utility for Des Moines and 
suburbs,  claims against the ten northwest Iowa drainage districts, saying 
that Iowa's water quality problems are an issue for the Iowa legislature to 
resolve.   “This may be a fine public policy argument for consideration by 
the Iowa legislature, but it falls far short of establishing a violation of 
DMWW’s due process rights under the United States Constitution,” Strand 
wrote in his ruling. In other words, the federal court found no merit to 
DMWW’s claims that its constitutional rights were violated. 
 
The DMWW  had sought legal action and filed claims that the three 
counties that oversee the drainage districts should be required to obtain 
federal water pollution discharge permits and pay the utility more than $1 
million that it spent for increased filtration methods to remove the nitrates 
from water. Earlier this year, and very damaging to DMWW, the Iowa 
Supreme Court ruled in January that the utility could not force the drainage 
districts to reimburse the utility for the cost of cleaning excess nitrates from 
the water. 
 
Governor Terry Branstad, Lt. Governor Kim Reynolds and Iowa Agriculture 
Secretary Bill Northey all lauded the federal judge's ruling, saying the 
lawsuit wasn't necessary to improve water quality, because farmers and 
government subdivisions already are taking steps to ensure water quality.  
They are referring to projects of the Water Quality Initiative and the Iowa 
Nutrient Reduction Strategy, which have continued to gain traction and 
pending legislation in the House, which would establish a more 
comprehensive framework for funding.  
 
Des Moines Water Works (DMWW) CEO Bill Stowe said he's disappointed 
in the ruling and that the utility's board will review its options in the case.   
 
 
Feel free to contact me with ideas, thoughts, and concerns. My phone is 
319-987-3021 or you can email me at sandy.salmon@legis.iowa.gov . I want 
to hear what you are thinking and will listen to your input. Together we will 
work to make a difference for the future of Iowa. Thank you very much for 
the honor of representing you!  
 
Sincerely,  
 



Sandy 
 


