
Farm Tax Filing Deadline Extended 
 

Last weekend, Governor Branstad extended the tax filing deadline for 2015 
taxes for farmers from Mar. 1st to April 30th. This will provide farmers some 
extra time to file their taxes and also hope for the Senate to pass the tax 
coupling bill and allow major expense deductions for farmers and small 
businesses. The Iowa Code does provide that the director of the 
Department of Revenue can allow further time for filing returns if a good 
cause exists (such as the coupling issue remaining unresolved).  
 
Knowing the importance of certainty for taxpayers, the House approved the 
tax coupling bill back in January.  That bill basically conformed Iowa's tax 
laws with changes to federal tax law. That bill is in the Senate now awaiting 
further action. 
 

  
Career Technical Education Bill 

Moves Forward 
 
House File 2392 reforms Iowa’s Career and Technical Education 
system.  The bill establishes opportunities for collaboration between high 
schools, community colleges, and industry to create career pathways for 
students to be successful in today’s economy. Regional planning 
partnerships, advisory groups made up of educators, community colleges, 
local businesses, and other community stakeholders, will take the lead to 
develop strategies to provide these high-quality opportunities.  These 
partnerships will also ensure that school districts have the tools and 
resources they need to expose students to a wide variety of career options 
that could begin during their high school career with on-the-job 
opportunities in skilled occupations that are in high need of employees. 
 
Much work is already going on in the state to create some of these 
opportunities for students. But it’s not everywhere and it’s often not 
consistent. This restructuring will expand opportunities to more students.  
 



The bill stems from two years’ worth of work from the Secondary Career 
and Technical Education Task Force, established in 2013, consisting of 
individuals ranging from business, industry, skilled trades, school districts, 
community colleges, labor unions, and economic development entities.  The 
goal of this legislation is to help reduce skill shortages and enhance 
economic growth.  
 
A skilled workforce grows the economy by attracting new businesses and 
industries which grow new job and career opportunities for Iowans.  As our 
economy changes and technology advances, workers need to be equipped 
with the necessary skills for tomorrow’s jobs.  We regularly hear about job 
openings that can’t be filled because of a lack of employees with the right 
skills.  
  
Iowa Workforce Development estimates that 56% of all jobs in the state are 
considered middle-skill, compared to 12% that are low-skill and 32% that 
are high-skill.  Unfortunately, only a third of Iowa workers have the 
necessary training to fill those middle-skill jobs.  Middle skill jobs include 
careers such as law enforcement, skilled trades, or nursing, that provide 
good wages to raise a family on. 
 

 
More Bills Passed in the House 

 
The following bills passed the House last week. They will now go to the 
Senate for their consideration.  
 
Human Trafficking Statute of Limitations – This bill strengthen laws 
outlawing human trafficking by extending the statute of limitations for 
human trafficking or kidnapping crimes from 3 years to 10 years. This 
provides more time for victims of human trafficking to come forward and 
for predators to be prosecuted.  
 
Credit Cards for Minors – This bill makes applying for a credit card in 
the name of a minor without the minor’s parental consent a class D felony. 
This is often a tactic used by human trafficking predators – they will get a 
credit card in the name of their victim who is often a minor. This bill is 
intended to be another tool to combat human trafficking. 



 
Farm Tenancy Termination – This bill requires farm tenancy 
termination agreements to be in writing.  
 
DOT and County Engineer Bridge Reports – This bill requires an 
annual report by county engineers and the DOT showing how road use tax 
fund moneys were used to replace or repair bridges that are structurally 
deficient. 
 
Hunter’s Safety Course Waiver for Veterans/Military – This bill 
provides that veterans and military personnel are exempt from the 
requirement to take a hunter’s education safety course prior to receiving a 
hunting license. 
 
Joint Physical Custody  – In a divorce case involving children, if joint 
legal custody is awarded to both parents, the court is required to award 
joint physical care to both joint custodial parents unless the court 
determines it is not in the best interest of the child. Under current law in 
this type of case the court can, but is not required, to award joint physical 
care. 
 
Illegal Trash Dumping – This bill increases the penalty for illegal 
trash/solid waste dumping above 10 pounds from a simple misdemeanor to 
a serious misdemeanor. This is designed to prevent the increased problem 
of dumping large solid wastes, such as appliances.  
 
Coaching Authorization Requirements – This bill adds requirements 
for coaching to include training in CPR, AED use, and heat injury 
treatment.  
 
Child Endangerment Minimum Mandatory Sentences – This bill 
puts in place minimum mandatory sentences for anyone convicted of child 
endangerment where the child dies.  This stemmed from a case where a 
person convicted in a child endangerment case where the child died, and 
the person was eligible for parole right away. 
 
Seizure of Property by the DNR – This bill provides that property 
seized by the Iowa DNR must be returned to the person accused if the 
person ends up not being convicted of a violation of law. Currently, the 



DNR is not required to return such property to a person even if they are 
acquitted.  
 
School Election Bill – This bill changes the date of school elections to 
coincide with city elections. This is designed to increase voter turnout and 
to lower costs. Questions were raised about city boundaries and school 
district boundaries not being the same and how auditors would deal with 
that but the Secretary of State’s office agreed to work to give guidance and 
assistance and the auditors’ association agreed that though it may be 
difficult to work through the administration of it, they felt they could make 
it work.  
 
“Uber” Bill – This bill makes it easier for transportation network 
companies like Uber and Lyft to come into the state of Iowa. It sets forth 
insurance requirements for the transportation network companies. A 
transportation network company is a fairly new idea. It allows a person to 
use an app on their phone to contact a company driver to give them a ride. 
Payment is made through the app on their phone. 
 
 
Feel free to contact me with ideas, thoughts, and concerns. My phone is 
319-987-3021 or you can email me at sandy.salmon@legis.iowa.gov . I want 
to hear what you are thinking and will listen to your input. Together we will 
work to make a difference for the future of Iowa. Thank you very much for 
the honor of representing you! 
 
Sincerely,  
 

Sandy 


