
 

State Tyranny By Rule 
 
Last week’s newsletter covered “federal tyranny by rule” in which we looked 
at some recent decisions by federal executive agencies which go beyond 
what Congress intended and in effect create new law which Congress did 
not pass, representing further federal government overreach.  
 
This week we will look at an instance of state tyranny by rule.  
 
A lawsuit filed last week by 2 churches in the state of Iowa has brought to 
light guidance issued by the Iowa Civil Rights Commission explaining its 
interpretation of Iowa civil rights law which grants special rights regarding 
sexual orientation and gender identity. This guidance is published in the 
commission’s brochure called: “Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity: A 
Public Accommodations Provider’s Guide to Iowa Law”.  
 
The brochure had originally stated that churches are exempt from the 
provisions of Iowa civil rights law except when its activities have a “bona 
fide religious purpose”. The commission would be the determiner of “bona 
fide religious purpose”. Putting unelected government bureaucrats in 
charge of determining this is dangerous policy, especially considering the 
fact that not all churches agree with what has become the government’s 
views in matters of sexuality, the beginning of human life, and other areas.  
 
In addition, the brochure said that, for example, a child care facility at a 
church or a church service open to the public would make that church 
subject to Iowa civil rights law provisions. Nearly every church service is 
open to the public so therefore there would be few church meetings that 
would not be subject to Iowa civil rights law provisions.  
 
For a church to be subject to Iowa civil rights law would mean that the 
commission could force churches to open their restroom facilities to 
members of the opposite sex. Forcing churches to operate their facilities 
that way would violate many churches’ religious beliefs regarding sexuality.  
 
This would also mean that the commission could censor churches on their 
teaching regarding sexuality, both in public discussion and from the pulpit, 
when it does not conform to the government-sanctioned view.  



Clearly, with their interpretation the commission is taking Iowa civil rights 
law in a direction the legislature did not intend. That’s why we call it “state 
tyranny by rule”.  
 
Since these glaring infringements on the “free exercise” of religion as 
expressed in both the U.S. and Iowa constitutions have been brought to 
light the Iowa Civil Rights Commission very quickly retracted their 
brochure and reissued it with the most offensive part removed. That is 
good. 
 
However, the civil rights law as it is currently written and the new guidance 
issued by the commission are both still unclear and still leave the pathway 
open for the government to enforce its view of sexuality against those 
churches whose faith disagrees with that. This commission has 
demonstrated through its past action that it needs to be reined in. This is 
the same commission that went after Dick and Betty Odgaard of Grimes, 
leading them to close their wedding venue business Gortz Haus Gallery 
because they refused to allow it to be used to conduct a same-sex wedding, 
which was a violation of their religious belief regarding sexuality. 
 
Government punishing those who disagree with its viewpoint in matters of 
faith is exactly the reason our Founding Fathers left the Old World to come 
to the New World. It should not happen that our government should 
become the author of the very tyranny our forefathers fought against and 
gave their lives to stop.  
 
A stronger and clearer exemption for churches in our civil rights law is 
needed, as well as protection in general for people of faith against 
punishment by the government.  We need to ensure our First Amendment 
freedom, that of religious liberty, is preserved. Churches and people of faith 
should have the freedom to communicate their religious beliefs and to live 
and act according to their faith without fear of punishment by the 
government. 
 
There are some that think this is much ado about nothing. Their views on 

these faith matters and the government’s views may be the same….right 

now. So it’s no big deal to them. However, it may be only a matter of time 

before they find that their views on something else are opposed to the 

government’s views. And in that case they will want their rights of religious 
conscience protected.  



 

Waterloo WWII Veteran Awarded 
Recently a World War II veteran from Waterloo received France’s highest 

military honor. Glen McClain, 91, was awarded the French Legion of Honor 

for his participation in military campaigns and the liberation of France. 
McClain had enlisted in the Navy at 17 years old.  

McClain became a machine gunner on a landing ship in the English 

Channel and would be on that ship on D-Day. As the ship crossed the 

channel that day it hit a mine and the blast blew him into the water and 

destroyed the ship. There were 100 shipmates on the boat that day and only 
McClain and one other survived.  

McClain accepted the Legion of Honor medal at a ceremony inside the 

Sullivan Brothers Museum in Waterloo. He dedicated the award to his 
shipmates who died on June 6, 1944. 

 
Feel free to contact me with ideas, thoughts, and concerns. My phone is 
319-987-3021 or you can email me at sandy.salmon@legis.iowa.gov . I want 
to hear what you are thinking and will listen to your input. Together we will 
work to make a difference for the future of Iowa. Thank you very much for 
the honor of representing you!  
 
Sincerely,  
 

Sandy 
 


