
K-12 Education Funding & Policy 
Issues 

 
K-12 Funding – The legislature has continually made K-12 education 
funding a priority for the state. This year will be no different. The governor 
is proposing an increase of $54 million for Supplemental State Aid (SSA) 
for schools (1.5%). Conversations are ongoing about that in light of the 
budget revenue with which we are working. Our plan is to set school 
funding for next school year within the first 30 days of session.  
 
More Flexibility and Local Control - Last session we passed legislation 
that gave schools unprecedented flexibility over their resources with 
collective bargaining reform, categorical funding flexibility, and home rule 
authority.  We will continue to look for opportunities to provide schools 
with even more funding flexibility so districts can better meet the specific 
needs of their students and teachers.  Included in this will be discussion 
regarding mandatory statewide standards, including Common Core and the 
rest, as well as the mandatory student assessment. Also being looked at is 
implementing educational choice, expanding online learning options and 
removing regulatory barriers to hiring teachers, such as the Praxis test.  
 
Future Ready Iowa - With Iowa’s unemployment rate at a 17 year low, 
most Iowans that want a job have found one.  However, what we have heard 
is that while unemployment is low, many Iowans lack the training or 
experience needed for high-paying careers that employers are trying to fill.   
Future Ready Iowa is Governor Reynolds’ key initiative and we will work 
closely with her and look for opportunities this session to connect our K-12 
schools with community colleges and local businesses to create a workforce 
pipeline across the state. This is to ensure that future generations of Iowans 
are prepared for the solid careers and emerging industries of tomorrow. 
 
Secure an Advanced Vision for Education (SAVE) Penny - We will 
also have a discussion this session about reauthorizing the SAVE penny (1-
cent sales tax) that schools use for infrastructure.  SAVE was passed by the 
Legislature in 2008 which provided schools with much needed funding for 
infrastructure improvements as well as using for property tax relief.  We 
will be looking at ensuring that this funding is used as it was intended, that 
uses of the fund are appropriate and that taxpayers are protected. 



 
 
Computer Science – In accordance with the legislation passed last 
session regarding K-12 computer science education, the Department of 
Education will convene a group to recommend standards for teaching 
computer science. These are guidelines only and not mandatory. The 
governor included funding for computer science professional development 
for teachers in her proposed budget. 

 
News Affecting Iowa 

 
Relief for the Individual Insurance Market – In order to help make 
insurance affordable for individuals, the Trump administration is 
proposing a rule to allow “association plans” to be created. What this means 
is that employers could band together as a group to provide health benefits 
to their employees. This “association” could be based on a common 
geography or industry, such as being in the same city, county, or industry 
for example. This would allow small businesses to offer their employees 
competitive coverage and cost plans as their larger competitors. This would 
also allow sole proprietors whose only option has been to purchase plans on 
the individual insurance market to be allowed to take part in associations 
and thus be able to get group health benefits.  
 
Federal Direction on States’ Marijuana Policies – U.S. Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions issued guidance to U.S. attorneys allowing them  
discretion to prosecute cases involving violations of federal laws on 
marijuana. This overturns Obama-era guidelines in which the Department 
of Justice took a hands-off approach and simply did not interfere in states 
that had legalized either recreational or medical marijuana. It is felt that 
this change could have a big impact in the 8 states (not Iowa) where 
recreational marijuana is legal. A provision in the federal budget prohibits 
the Justice Department from interfering with state medical marijuana 
programs, which is what Iowa has. 
 
Work Requirement for Medicaid – The federal Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services (CMS) is now allowing states to pursue work or 
“community engagement” requirements for certain people who are eligible 
for Medicaid in order to maintain their eligibility. They would apply to 



those who are not elderly, not pregnant, not children, and not disabled. 
Community engagement includes a job, education, job skills training, and 
community service. Nine states have already submitted proposals to CMS. 
 
Online Sales Tax – The U.S. Supreme Court will rule on a case this year, 
South Dakota vs. Wayfair, whether states can collect sales taxes from online 
retailers that do not have a physical presence in their state. Most usually 
think of Amazon when they think of this. South Dakota is contending that 
the law is obsolete in the current e-commerce marketplace and that states 
should be able to collect sales tax on online purchases with no regard to 
whether the vendor has a physical presence in their state.   

 
 
Feel free to contact me with ideas, thoughts, and concerns. My phone is 
319-987-3021 or you can email me at sandy.salmon@legis.iowa.gov . I want 
to hear what you are thinking and will listen to your input. Together we will 
work to make a difference for the future of Iowa. Thank you very much for 
the honor of representing you!  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Sandy 
 
 
 


