
Voting in the 2018 Election 
 

Absentee voting began on October 8th.  
 
Saturday, October 27th at 5:00 pm, is the last day to request an absentee 
ballot by mail. Absentee ballots that are returned by mail must be 
postmarked by Monday November 5th and received by November 13th.  
 
Following October 27th, an individual may vote with an absentee ballot at 
the county auditor’s office or at a satellite voting station.  
 
Monday, November 5th, will be the last day to vote with an absentee ballot 
at the auditor's office or satellite voting station.  
 
The General Election is Tuesday, November 6, 2018. 
 
This year is the soft rollout of the Voter ID law. Here is a list of the 
acceptable forms of ID: 

 Iowa driver's license or non-operator ID card 

 U.S. passport 

 U.S. military ID or veteran ID 

 Out-of-state ID with one of the following proof of residency 
o Residential lease 
o Utility bill (including a cell phone bill) 
o Bank statement 
o Paycheck 
o Government check or other government document 

 ID card issued by an employer, Iowa high school, or college if it has 
an expiration date 

 Tribal ID card 
If a voter does not have an ID card with them at the time of the election 
they will be able to sign an attesting oath. This will be allowed in 2018, due 
to the soft rollout, but will not be allowed in 2019 and going forward.  

 

Iowa Economy is Strong 
 



Last week the three-member Revenue Estimating Conference held its fall 
meeting to revise state revenue projections for the current fiscal year (FY 
2019) and the next budget year (FY 2020).   
 
Fiscal Year 2019 – For the current fiscal year, the REC raised the General 
Fund forecast to $7.7421 billion.  This is $101.7 million more than the 
March projection, after it was adjusted for the Tax Reform Law.  The FY 
2019 budget, passed in May, spends $7.4802 billion.  Tuesday’s forecast 
means the FY 2019 General Fund budget spends $261.9 million less than 
the current REC estimate for the year.  This is a pleasant change from the 
last two October REC meetings, when the revenue forecast was lowered to 
levels below the General Fund budgeted figures. 
 
Fiscal Year 2020 – For the next budget year, the REC estimates that 
General Fund revenue will come in at $7.8729 billion.  This would be 
$130.8 million higher than the current FY 2019 forecast, or a revenue 
increase of 1.7 percent.  This figure is preliminary, as the next meeting of 
the REC, which will be in December, will set the official estimate that is 
required to be used by the legislature in the budgeting process. 
 
The changes in these figures are partially being driven by the tax reform 
packages passed at both the federal and state levels.  Last December’s 
federal tax cut has definitely spurred Iowa’s economy and increased state 
tax collections due to federal deductibility.  That is one of the reasons that 
the legislature passed income tax reform: to return those increased tax 
collections to the taxpayer.  
 
With respect to Iowa’s economy, all three members noted that the state 
appears to be on solid ground.    With a strong labor market and 
unemployment claims being at levels not seen since the 1970’s, personal 
income tax collections look to remain strong.   
 
And this picture could get better, as a recent survey by the Iowa Business 
Council found half of its members looking to add workers and 60 percent 
expecting to increase their capital spending.  That’s real growth, but it also 
highlights a problem that members of the REC have been pointing out for a 
number of years – the size of Iowa’s workforce. While Iowa’s economy has 
the potential to experience significant growth here in the near future, the 
state is facing a real shortage of available workers.  The very low 
unemployment figures, in combination with the “help wanted” signs 



popping up all over the state shows that we need more workers in Iowa. 
This is the reason the legislature passed Future Ready Iowa, to get those 
needed mid-level skill workers to the businesses that need them. 
 
Overall, the October meeting of the Revenue Estimating Conference was a 
pleasant change from the previous three years, when budget cuts had to be 
enacted. State revenue growth demonstrates that tax cuts are working and 
that the economy is gaining strength.  
 
 

Update on Affordable Health Care  
 

Since my newsletter a month ago, more details have come out on the 
“health benefit plans” passed by the legislature last session in order to 
provide coverage options for those in the individual health insurance 
market that did not qualify for subsidies under Obamacare but who could 
not afford the cost of the premiums.  
 
These health benefit plans are offered by Farm Bureau and administered by 
Wellmark. They will be available to sign up starting November 1, with 
coverage starting January 1, 2019. Health benefit plans operate like 
insurance with doctor networks, patient copays, and deductibles. These 
plans provide another option for health coverage, in addition to the 
individual exchange market, for individuals and families with children who 
need health care coverage.  
 
Consumers will have three coverage options to choose – two options are 
similar to silver and bronze plans available on the individual exchange and 
the third is a high deductible plan with a Health Savings Account (HSA). 
Contrary to what some claim, these plans will include comprehensive 
coverage including maternity, mental health, substance abuse, prescription 
drugs, and preventative care. The cost for these plans will be approximately 
40%-50% less than an unsubsidized insurance plans available on the 
individual Obamacare market.  
 
Wellmark will leverage its existing networks to provide quality care in 100% 
of hospitals and 97% of doctors across Iowa. Previously, Farm Bureau and 
Wellmark had a similar arrangement to offer individual health insurance 
plans across Iowa from 1969 until Obamacare forced them to stop in 2013. 



Farm Bureau and Wellmark are both Iowa companies and are regulated by 
the Insurance commissioner. 
 
To enroll in health benefit plans the applicant must be a Farm Bureau 
member, go to an agent who has certified knowledge of these plans, and 
pass minimal underwriting through an electronic questionnaire.  Plans will 
be renewable annually and individuals cannot be dropped from coverage 
once they have passed the enrollment process. 
 
More information on these health benefit plans can be found at 
www.iowafbhealthplan.com.  
 
The legislature has been proactively working to provide relief to Iowans 
suffering from unaffordable health insurance. At the beginning of this year, 
individual Iowans had only one health coverage option available to them, 
now these same Iowans will have up to five different options from which to 
choose. While this option may not fit every situation, certainly more should 
be able to get coverage that have been unable to afford it. As long as 
Obamacare is not repealed by Congress, we will continue working around it 
to provide affordable options to Iowans. 
 
 
Feel free to contact me with ideas, thoughts, and concerns. I want to hear 
what you are thinking and will listen to your input. Together we will work 
to make a difference for the future of Iowa. 
  
Thank you again very much for all your support and for the honor of 
representing you! 
  
Sincerely, 
 

Sandy 
 

http://www.iowafbhealthplan.com/

