
For those of you who have not played a Swiss Team event (which is a lot of fun) 
here is a short version of how the game is played and scored.  For more in depth 
information, go on line for “Swiss Teams for Newcomers by Bob Gruber”. 
 
The game is played with 4 member teams (2 pairs of players to a team).  You pay 
your entry fee and fill out a 4 person entry form, naming one as captain of the 
team.  Your team will be ranked by your team’s total Master Points.  Somewhere 
on the form will be your team number.  This will be your team number for the  
entire event. The typical Swiss Team event is played all day with a meal break in 
the middle.   There are several rounds played (usually 7 but it can be different) 
of 6-7 boards per round.  You play in a head to head competition just like  
duplicate bridge.  The difference in Swiss Team is that your N-S pair plays the  
E-W pair from another team and their N-S pair plays your E-W pair.  
 
You need to know what table you start at.  This is found out by looking at a  
special felt board that has little pockets in it.  Look for your team number on the 
pocket and sticking out of the pocket will be a paper indicating what table N-S 
will be sitting.  Example could be C4.  Your E-W pair would go to the next letter 
table with the same number: i.e. D4.  The letters are grouped AB, CD, EF, etc.   
So if N-S is placed at B2, E-W would be A2. 
 
Once you get to the table, you shuffle the cards and put them in the boards. You 
also have to use special score sheets on which you list the match number (1), 
the opposing team number, and the boards you will be playing (perhaps 1-7).  
After each hand is played, you put the score down just like regular duplicate 
bridge.   
 
Now, half the boards are played at one table and the other half are played at the 
other table.  When you are through with your half of the boards, you call out for 
a Caddie (someone who moves the boards for you).  The Caddie will take your 
half of the boards to the other table and bring the other half of the boards 
played at the other table back to you.  Therefore, all 7 boards are played by both 
teams.  When you are through with that round, compare you scores with what 
the opponents have written down.  If they agree,  the 4 team members meet up 
at your N-S table and compare scores.   
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You take your first board played and compare how N-S did on that board to how 
E-W did on that board.  As an example, if N-S won 140 but your E-W didn’t  
defend as well, and therefore, the other team N-S was awarded 170, this would 
be a loss of 30 for your team. Here’s where it starts getting tricky.  On the left 
hand side of your score sheet is a listing of IMPs.  These are awarded for each 
game won or lost.  You go down the IMP list until you find how many IMPs are 
awarded for a 30 difference.  In this case, you fall between 20-40 (your 30 score 
difference) and the other team is awarded 1 IMP.  You would then write 1 in the 
loss column for board one.  You would continue doing this for all 7 boards.  Then 
total all of the positive IMPs you have and subtract all the negative IMPs from 
that total.  If you end up with a positive score, you won that round or match.  If 
you have a negative score, you lost that match.  As you can see, in Swiss Team 
games, the boards are scored in cumulative manner as opposed to pairs games 
which are scored individually.  So in Swiss Team games one really badly played 
board can negate several good boards. 
 
You will notice little squares of paper on your table.  The team that won the 
match fills one out.  The winning team number goes on top, the losing team  
number goes below, the number of IMPs won by (winning IMPs minus losing 
IMPs) and circle WON.  The winning team’s captain takes this square to the  
losing team and have them concur.  Then the losing team’s captain initials it.  
Then the square is taken to the director’s table.  Once all the squares have been 
turned in to the director after the first round, the director will then assign your 
team a new set of tables at which to play.   You find this out by checking your 
team’s numbered pocket and looking at the new assignment table number in 
the pocket.  This is repeated for as many rounds as are scheduled.  After each 
round there will be a tally sheet hung up that indicates how you are doing com-
pared to everyone else.  After all the rounds are played the tally sheet will indi-
cate the winners for each bracket.  
 
Incidentally, you will receive Master Points for each round you win or you can  
receive Master Points for overall ranking, whichever is greater. 
 

So join in.  It’s different, and it’s fun playing as a team. 
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