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'DEDICATION.

TO
THE INHABITANTS OF BROMLEY,
IN KENT:

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

THIS dedication is dittated by
gratitude: the many favors I have
experienced during a refidence of five
years among you, has impreffed on
my mind all the intereft for your hap-
pinefs that can {pring from a grate-
ful heart, and probably I fhall never
have a better opportunity of returning
thanks.

"If the original part of this work
does not poffefs much erudition, it
at leaft conveys all the truthI have

" been able to colle&.

The great demand, of late years,
-for provincial hiftory, and local anti-

[
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quitics; will, it is hopéd, render this
an acceptable prefent to every perfon
i-rerefted in, or acquainted with, this
defirable fpot. The work is chiefly
<ompiled ffom the moft reputable and
refpectable authorities; and in the
original matter, I have endeavoured
to unite the agreeable with the ufeful. .

To my rrienps and neighbours
in Bromley, I cheerfully fubmit this
little volume, confcious that wheére I
may have defervedly incurred cenfure,
cenfure will be my portion; and that,
if at all I fhall have merited praife,
praife will not be withheld,

I have the honor to fubfcribe myfelf, _

. Ladies and Gentlemen, v
- With perfeét efteem and gratifudc,

o Your much .obliged
And obedient
Humble Servant,
THOMAS . WILSON.

Bromley Library, Auguft 218, 1797
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- ADVERTISEMENT.

THE attempt to ‘render this book worthy,

‘the acceptance of the inhabitants of Brom-
key, and its environs,is found more arduous
than was at firft expected, not for want of
materials to furnifb fubject matter, for per-
haps no county in the kingdom can boaft more
reputable authorities, or greater information;
but in fearching into the authenticity of every
tircumﬁance related, and in e}zdéavour:’ng,
ts the utmofty to place them before the reader
ina diftint, :aﬁn:ﬁed, and entertaining point
of view. ’ .

In a word, where truth and perfpiouity
have been the invariable objets of purfuits,
in a work of this nature, that purfuit.muf
be attended by'}nany_ Sears for its fuccefs.

L3
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" Should this endeavour to pleafe meet with
dhe approbation hoped for, and a fecond edi-
.#ion  (in due time) make its appearance,
there fhall, at leaft, be added a map of five
. miles round Bromley, including the roads, -
lanes, and principal Seats and villages.

~And where I may be indulged to make a
' drawing, the fecond edition of this work
Shall be ‘arnamente;d with views of fome of
the elegaﬁt and beautiful manfions round this
delightful fpot.

" This Plan muft necqﬂbﬁly enbance the
price of the book; but at the Jame time,
render it a moreva'ef rable purchafe.

Any communications will be tbanlfzdl]
received by the ea’xtar



PREFACE.,

[ s eanennsmeng
———

-

IN diverting the attention of the curious from -
a general Survey of the County, to a contem-
plation of the beauties of a_ particular fpot; I
could quote precedents from every comner of the
kingdom; various have been the caufes of cele-
brity of different places; fome acquire fame from
the poffeflibn of the mineral {prings, the remains
of an ancient fortification, or of beafling from
an authenticated tradition the birth or barial
place of fome great hero, whofe only merit conx
fifted in a deflrution of the human fpecies. 'I'hefe
have grawn the fafhionable refort of the literati,
when, from their natural foil, fituation, or dif-
tarice from the metropolis, they might have re-
mained nanoticed ,in the obfcurity which nature
originally defigned them. What othe: fate.

i
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eould have awaited the town of Stratford-upon-
Avon? had not the birth of the great Shakefpear
almoft conferred on it the honor of canoniza-
tion. Without doubt this mighty Bard, in his
juvenil days, difcovered early traits of a moft
brilliant genius : but could it enter the imagina-
tion of his warmeft admirer, that many years
muft elapfe after his death, before the world
could find out his tranfcendent merit, and that
then, the admiration of his talents would produce
an enthufiafm, to pay him a juft tribute of praife,
equal to that which caufed the pilgrimage of the
Mahometans to the tomb of their Prophet, or
that as famous, recorded in our own times, per-
formed by certain devotees, to do homage at
the fhrine of Beckett, of Canterbury; yet, with
either of thefe might be compared, that thea-
trical proceffion to Stratford, which drew after
it the fafbionable world, to celebrate the memo-
rable Jubilee : fo true it is, that we feldom fee
the greatnefs of man’s merit until we find the
want of it in his fucceffors. My Readers will,
perhaps here call in queftion the aptnefs of my
allufions to the bufinefs of thefe fheets; but I
muft humbly remind them, that I am well aware .
what fubje@s of my ftritures will pleafe the pre-
fent age; and that thofe remarks I muf un-
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willingly' on{it, for ‘various reafons, will meet
with ample difcuffion hereafter. Travelling
round Bromley and its environs, the learned of
every profeflion will meet with fomething to
gratify their feveral purfuits. The remains of
ancient fabricks will feaft the curiofity of anti-
quarians, while the admirers of agriculture will
find delight in the variegated fhades of the fertile
valley ‘

An equal degree of pleafure fills the mind of
the romantic inveftigator, in furveying from thc
lofty eminence, the beautiful furrounding coun-
try; thence defcending gradually, he follows
with rapture the intricate mazes of eack winding
ftream’: thefe are the natural obfervations of dif-
ferent minds, upon the pleafing fcenes before
them. But I eafily ‘anticipate the various re-
marks, which will occupy the attention of the
hiftorian in the next century. Divefted of that
party zeal which now influences every fet; the
philofopher will contemplate the habitation of
the great ;—there, exclaims he, lived the greateft
Worthy of his time, called into public life at an’
<arly age, when the national affairs were rapidly
haftening to an awful crifis; he poffefled all the
requifites of his fituation; his- general know-
- ledge of things was fuch as is rarely gained, but
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by long expérience :—a purity of principle, from
which he could not be diverted, and a moft in-
flexible firmnefs of mind appear in his condudt,
through many trying difficulties which occurred
in his adminiftration: the prejudices raifed againft
this great man, were many and violent; but they
have fubfided, and his memory is now revered by
every true political hemifphere. Many other noble
- chara&ters refide in this neighbourhood, to the
comfort and afliftance of its numerous peafantry,
whofe lives are made happy by their munificence;
thefe will in time, enrich the page of hiftory, and
be held out as an example worthy of imitation, to
the opuleat of every country, .
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AN
ACCURATE DESCRIPTION

(+) 4
BROMLEY,
In Bent,

AND FIVE MILES ROUND.

BROMLEY is a pleafant markét :
town, fituated on the river Raven-
fbourn, diftant from London ten miles:
it confifts of two principal ftreets ; the
firft of which you enter. on the road
from London, having the workhoufe
- (which -was ere€ted in 1731) on
‘your right hand, and the college on
the left. - This ftreet ends with a
handfome row of houfes, having the-
B :
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church on the right, and the Bell Inn
on the left hand..

To the eaft of the Bell Inn, is a
{pacious, airy, and well-di{pofed mar-
ket place, where a weekly market is
‘held on Thurfdays: in the centre ftands
a very commodious market-houfe; the
lower part of which is ufed by thofe
perfons who attend the market, to de-
pofit and difpofe of their goods : and
in the room above are held the meet-
- ings of the Commiffioners of the Court
of Requefts, who affemble and hear

caufes every other Thurfday: it is
‘alfo frequently hired for fales by
auction.

Quitting the market place, ypu g0
‘into the other ftreet, leading to the
“Tunbridge Wells road, having the
‘White-Hart Inn on the left hand, anmd
ending with the delightful houfe of
‘Samuel Rickard’s, Efq. on the right.

AN
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_The air, though not very clear, is
both wholefome and temperate.

King Edgar, in the year 700, gave
the manor to’the Bithop of Rochefter;”
who has a palace at a liccle diftance
from the town, where is a mineral
fpring, the water of ‘which has been
found to have the fame qualities as
that of Tunbridge Wells.

This is not what Philipot calls St.
Blafe’s well: he fays, it anciently
¢ had an oratory annexed to it, de-
¢ dicated to St. Blafius, which was -
< much frequented at Whitfuntide,
_« becaufe Lucas, who was legate for
« Sixtus the Fourth, here in England,
« granted an indulgent remiffion of
e forty days; enjoined. penance to all
« thofe who fhould vifit this chapel, -
e and offer up their orizons there im
« the three holidays of Pentecoft.”
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. Phe well dedicated to SaintBlafius is

sbout 200 yards N. W. of the mineral
fpring, in a field near the road, with
eight oak trees in a clutter, on an
 elevared fpot of ground adjoining,
" Acultivated mind will receive much
pleafure, in contemplating the nume-
rous beauties furrounding this delight-
tul fpot. -

The mineral fpring having been
faid to poffefs the fame qualities as the
Tunbridge waters, I fhall relate what
the Rev. John Entick (in his prefent
ftate of the Britith empire) fays of
thofe fprings. , '

- With regard .to the qualities of
'the waters, Dr. Whittler informs us,
“ that in a dry feafon he could.per-
“ fectly diftinguith a gas of vitriel.”
Dr. Madan writes, ¢ that they " were
“ fenfibly impregnated with volatile
- “and fpirituous exhalations.””
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The virtue of this water, according
to Dr. Hales, may be preferved from
Auguft to January, by mixing five
drops of oil of fulphdr with one quart
of it: the fame will preferve all cha-
lybeaie waters, fo as to make them
fit to drink in remote places:---in a
word, it is a light and comparatively
pure chalybeate ; it operates by ftool
and urine, and fometimes by vomit,
when it meets with a foul ftomach. A
{poonfull of common falt will, in the
firft glafs, anfwer the ufe of phyfic.

* Allen informs us, that Tunbridge
waters is an effe€tual remedy in ob-
ftruttions of the glands of the mefen-
tery; it is alfo an efficacious. remedy-
in recent dropfies, broken conftitu-
tions, and all diforders of the ftomach.
Rouze recommends this water to cure
ulcers in the kidneys and bladder, and
.when the bladder is ftuffed with phleg-
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matic matter, ‘refembling ftone, ‘and

in bloody urine: it cures the cholic,

vomiting, hiccough, and worms: it
is a good anti-venereal, being of a’
remarkable drying faculty ; it likewife
ftrengthens the brain and origin of
the nerves; it is good in the head-
ache, vertigo, and convulfions; in -
long and tedious agues, in the dropfy;

black and yellow jaundice, and hard
fwellings of the fpleen, the fcurvy,

green ficknefs, fluoralbus, and other

female diforders: it opens obftructions,
cools the blood, ftrengthens the re-

tentive faculty; helps fore eyes and

pimples ; and; when drank with judg-

ment, cures obftinate and inveterate

loofenefs.

I have here introduced a lift of the
names of the principal inhabitants in
. the town and parifh of Bromly; as
Diretories have been found of the
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greateft utility, in large towns, it is
hoped this will bear a comparative
degree of merit.

'GENTRY.

URROW, Edward, Efg. F. M.P.

Bunn
-Booth
Bradfhaw
Dubois
Harrifon
Harrifon,
Johnfon
_ Norman

Newnham
Rickatts
" Rohde

Raikes
Reid
Scott

Thelluffon

" Wells
- Weften

Robert, Efq.

John, Efq. F. .

Ebenezer, Efq. F. '

‘George, Efq.Plaiftow

Andrew, Efq. F. Wigmore

Johu, Efq. F. ditto’

William, Efg. F.ditto

George, Efg. F. Bromley Com-
mon. '

Thomas, Efq. F. South Borough

Samuel, Eiq. F. ' )

Major, Efg. F. Bromley Com-
mon

" Thomas, Efg. F. Plaifow
. Thomas, Efg.

Major John, F.
P. Efq. Plaiftow, F.

‘William, Efq. Wigmore, F.

William), Efq. Bromley Common



Young
Filh
Briflol

Horfley

Smith
Price

Baker

Holding

Briftow

Child

Reed
Roberts
Scott
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——— Efq. Phaiftow
Samuel, Efg.
Francis, Efg.

CLERGY.

Right Rev. Dr. Samuel, Lord
Bithop of Rachefter

Rev. Dr, Henry, Curate

Rev. Andrew, Chaplain to the
College

Rev. John, M. A.
LAW.

Enoch, Efg. Attorney

- . John, Gent, ditto

PHYSIC.

William, Efg. F. Surgeon and
Apothecary

Henry, Efq. ditto

William, Geat. ditto

James, Gent. ditto




;Adams
-Alexander
Athworth
-Atherfold
Alexander
Atkins

Bentley
Bath
Batterfby
Bentley
Barrel
Blake
Burt
Bexhill
Borer
Brown

Chapman
Churcher
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TRADERS,
A

Samuel, Watc¢hmaker
Nicholas, F. Butcher

- Leonard, F. Grocer

Thomss, F. Shoe-maker
Jofeph, TallowChandler
Robert, Linen Draper

B

Matthew, Writing-Mafter
James, Farrier

George, Brazier

‘William, Taylor’

Jonathan, Rofe and Crown
James, Grocer

Matthew, Excife Officer
Jarvis, Plumber and Glazxer
Edward, ditto

William, Cooper

.C -
Richard, Wheelwright

James, Shoe-maker
C
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Chalkley William, Baker
Corbet and Marfhall, Stone Mafons
Coleman  John, Blackfmith

Coftin - Edward, F. Stage Mafter
Coftin John, Tyger, Mafon’s Hill
Corker Elias, Greyhound
Callow William, Haberdather

Carter John, Ironmonger
Cripps Elizabeth, Toy Shop
Clayton ) Sarah, Compafies
D
Dunn John, Upholﬁexzer . .
Day William, Leather Breeches Maker -

Draper William, Wheelwright
Dollery William, Taylor
Dale . John, Grocer

Davis James, Rifing Sun
. .
Edney William, Farrier
Eaton Chriftopher, Butcher
| F

:Floyd Samuel, Paftry Cook .



Cibfou

Hibbert
Hudfon
Hind
Hair
Hotkins

Ifard
Innous

John, Baker
H

Booth, F. Mafter of the' Academy
William, F. Fronmonger

Jacob, Shoemaker -

Hugh, Linen-draper

William, Taylor

L

“john, Butcher
Gcorgg, Tayjor

K

Kibblewhite - Thomas, Stage Mafter -

Lafcoe
Lavender

Leggat

L

John, F. Saddler.
William, Writing Mafter
William, Shopkeeper

Cz
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M
May William, F. Brandy Dealer
May Ann, Baker

Miller Thomas, Inn Keepet;
Marfhall  William, F. Coal Merchaat:

N

Norton <memevmee Milliner
Newel ' James, Coach Maker:
‘Nichols John, Taylor

(o]
Ofmond,  John, Shopkeeper.
P

Page- George, F. Bricklayer

Pippet John, F. Hair Drefler

Pieters Johin, Mafter of the Academy
Prime Henry, Webb-ftreet, Inn-keeper
Prefon =~ Thomas, Grocer

R.

‘Rawes Richard, F. Mafter of the Academy
Ribright =~ Thomas, Glas Miller
Ragers William, Shoe-maker.



Staples
Sale

Soans
Skinner
“Smith
Starkey
Stidolph
Stidolph
Singer
Storer
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Henry, F. Carpenter
John, F. ditto ‘
William, Bricklayer
Ambrofe, Saddler "~ °
Robert, Coal Merchiant
Richard, Linen Draper-
Godfrey, Narferyman
Henry, Star and-Garter .
Danicl, Blackfmith
William, Gingerbread Baker

Simmonds. and Scofield, Carriers

T.

Fape, & Co. F. Brewers

Taylor

Wilfon 7

Wilfon

James, Whitefiith
w

James, Innkeeper .
Thomas, F. Bookfeller

Weftbrook Johns Corn Dealer

Wood
Woodham

John, Tallow Chandler
William, Hair Drefler.

. Woodham  James, Cooper.
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THE CHURCH

STANDS on- rather an elevated
fpot of ground, a little out of the body.
of the town, near to the centre: it is
a handfome old yﬁlxjuv&urc, and beau-
tiful within: alarge fum of money was
expended by the parith in the year
1792, when it was repaired, and con-
fiderably enlarged; at which time,
Dr. Thomas, the then Bifhop of Ro-
chefter, gave 500/ towards dcfraymo
the expence.

I have met with a very old accounr, :
which fays, “this church was originally
¢ dedicated to Saint Blaife: but for the
« laft 700 years. it has been confidered,
« and certainly is, that of Saint: Petcr
< and Saint Paul.

In the €ity of Lubeck, in the dutchy
- of Holftein, in Germany, and in the
heart of that city, ftands St. Mary’s
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<church: there is in this church a cu-
rious painting, called, Death’s Dance.
I have often confidered clocks in this
light ; but in many churches that have
clocks, the dance very frequently ftands
ftill, o

T never walk in a country church-
yard, but I experience a pleafing me-
lancholy :

« Every ftone that we look upon, in this
“ repofitory of paft ages,
¢ Is both an entertainment and a monitor.”
Plain Dealer.  vol. i.

. My intention, ‘when I began this
little work, was, to fele¢t from the
tomb-ftones fome of the moft ftriking
records, meant to be conveyed to
pofterity ; but I found fuch a famenefs
run through the whole: they tell us
only this : —

"~ Such a one was born, and died:
~every where proving, ¢ Death levels
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< all diftintions,” that I gave up the
idea. -

“¢ How lov’d, how wals'd once, avails thee not;
¢ To whem related, or by whom begot ;
“ A heap of duft alone remains of thee;
“ "Tis all thow art, and all the proxd fhall be.

Pope’s Mifcellany.

I fhall therefore only notice fuch as
may appear beautiful in the compo-
fition, or fingular from the caufe. .

In the following will be found com- -
pofition and caufe united: it is en-
graved on a ftone placed againft the
“eaft-end of the church, én the out-
fide. ‘

Near this Place lies the Body of
ELIZABETH MONK,
Who departed this Life
On the 27th Day of Augaf, 17535
: Aged ior: ‘
he was the Widow of Joun Mowk, late of this
Parifh, Black{mith,
Her fecond Haufband,
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. To whom fhe had been a Wife near fifty Years,
By whom fhe had no Children;
And of the Iffue of the firft Marriage none lived
to the fecond ;
But VirTUE
~ Would not fuffer her to be Childlefs :
An Infant, to whom, and to whofe Father and
. Mother fhe had been Nurfe
(Such is the Uncertainty of temporal Profperity)
' Became dependent upon Strangers
for the Neceflaries of Life:
To him fhe afforded the Prote&ion of a Mother,
" This parental Charity
Was returned with filial Affe@ion ;
And fhe was fupported, in the Feeblenefs of Age,
' by him whom fhe had cherifhed in
the Helpleflnefs of Inffancy.
LET IT BE REMEMBERED,
That there is no Station in which Induftry will
not obtain Power to be liberal,
Nor any Charafter on which Liberality will not
confer Honor.
She had been long prepared, by a fimple and
_ unaffe@ted Piety,

D
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“For thiat awful moment, which, however delayed,
Is univerfally fure.
How few are allowed an equal Time of Probation?
How many, by their Lives,
appear to prefume upon more ?

To preferve the memory of this
perfon; and yet more,” to perpetuate
the leffon of her life, this ftone was
ere@ted by voluntary contribution.

The late Dr. Hawkefworth refided
many years in this town; it is impoffi-
ble for me to do juftice to his charater,
that muft be left to a much abler pen;
but I may be permitted to fay,

He /ived univerfally refpected ;
He died univerfally lamented.

On a neat marble monument, in
the church, near the chancel, is the
following record:
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TO
The Memory of
JOHN HAWKESWORTH, L.L.D.

Who died the 17th of November, 1773,
Aged "8 Years;
That he lived ornamental and ufeful to Socxety,
in an eminent Degree,
Was among the boafted Felicities of the prefent
Age:
‘That he Jaboured for the Benefit of Pofterity,
let his own pathetic Admonition
at once
Record and Realize.

From the Adventarer, No. 140.

*¢ The hour approaches, in which, whatfoever
praife ‘I have acquired by thefe compoﬁ{ions,
will be remembered with indifference, and the
tenour of them alone will afford mé comfort.
Time, who is impatient to date my laft paper, -
will fhortly moulder the hand, that is now writing
it, in the duft, and fill the breaft, that now
throbs at the refleGtion ! But let not this be read
as fomething that relates only to another ; for a
few years only can divide the eye, that is reading,
from the hand that has written.
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‘T'his awful truth, however obvious, and how-
ever reiterated, is yet frequently forgotten; for
furely, if we did not lofe our remembrance, or
at leaft our fenfibility, that view would always
‘predominate in our lives, which alone can aﬁ'ord
us comfort when we die.”

Brnmlg, Kent, Mar:b 8th, 1754.

~ The following will be confidered
elegant and affe&ting; it is engraved
on'a handfome marble monument in
the churchyard :---

. Beneath this Stone are interred .
The Mortal Remains
Of ELIZABETH SCOTT,
Wife of Major Joun ScorrT,
Of this Parifh:
She wasborn on the 19th of April, 1746,
A-d died _
On the 26th of O&ober, 1746,
* In the 51ft Year of her Age:
Though alilted for feveral Years
With the Diforder which put a reriod to her Life,
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She had, for many Months patt,
Been unufually well and cheerful :
On Friday, the 21ft of O&ol;e'r,
While fitting with her Hufband, and two of her
’ Children, at Dinner,
She was fuddenly taken ill:
The Pam which fhe fuftained was as violent as it
: was unexpected :
She bore it with exemplary Fortitude
And Chriftian Refignation,
And retiined the full Pofleflion of her Faculties,
Almoft to the lateft Hour of her Exiftence:
After taking a moft folemn and affe&ting Leave
Of her Hufband,
And her Children;
After giving her Direftions, or exprefling her
Wiihes
On every Point that had a Relation to her worldly
Concerns ;|
Remembering at that awful Moment
The Poor and the Needy,
‘Towhom fhe had everbeena generous Benefactrefs;
After exprefling her humble,
though confident Hope,
Of a BLEssED IMMORTALITY,
" She refigned her Sou!
to the Will of ner Creator,
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And expired
without a Pang or a Sigh,
On the Fifth Day of her Hinefs.
-In 3 World where none are Faultlefs, =
Perfe&ion is ﬁ)ugh-t in vain;
But her Vritnes ,
‘Werc many, ufeful, and a&ive: - -
She was a faithful and affeCtionate Wife;
A careful
And tender Mother ;
A humane and acharitable Woman;
He; fau.lmgs,
Whatever they were, ¢ |
Affe@ted herfelf aloge.

Semel, calcanda, via Lethi,

COLLEGE.

. THE annexéd plate will be found-
a good reprcfcnta ion of Bromiey Col-
lege, which is not only an ‘ornament
to the town, but refle&ts ‘immortal
honor on the founder.

P
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This excellent building for HO-
NORABLE RETIREMENT, was
ereted by Bithop Warner, in the
reign of Charles the IId. for twenty
clergymen’s widows, with an allow-
ance of 20/. a year, and g0/. a year to
the chaplain.* This was the firlt en-
dowment of the kind ever eftablithed
in England. The munificence of the
late Rev. ;Mr. Etherington, who left
2000/. to this college; and of the late
Bifhop Pearce, who left 5000l to it,
has enabled the truftees to augment
the allowance to the widows to 30/
per ann. and that of the chaplain to 60/,
In the year 1792, ten more houfes
were added, and endowed with 20/ a
year each.

The bifforian fhould be jaft, it is bis
duty :---there are many good houfes

* Who muft be a member of Magdalene

College, Oxford ; of which fociety Bifhop War-
ner was a Fellow.
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in Bromley, and a greater number of
bad ones* than I ever witneffed in any
other market town, of, or near, the -
fame fize ; but this is not fo-much to
be wondered at, when it is mentioned
that there are alfo more poor inha-
bitants. ,.

The want of fome manufattory to
employ the younger branches of the
poor, is much to be lamented ; as
from charitable motives I am willing
to think want of employ is the prin-
cipal caufe of fo many of them being
brought up in idlenefs ; confequently,
the whole of their fupport falls either
on the parith, or the parent.

AMUSEMENTS.

HERE are but few am‘ufcrncnts;»
the community is too fmall to fupport

* It is but juftice to obferve, that within
the laft twelve months, feveral improvements
have taken place.
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~expenfive ones ; - therefore ‘the whole
of them confift of a very refpectable -
fubfcription concert,and one circulating
library.
The members -of, and- fubfcribers #o

the concert, affemble in the winter

" months, at the White Hart Inn; and
in the fummer they are conftantly ac-
commodated in the beautiful garden of
EnochHolding,Efq. a handfome green-
houfe is at thofe times fitted up as an
-orcheftra, while the variegated fur-
rounding beauties fill the mind with
-the moft pleafing fenfations, and give
o this charming fpot the appearance”
of enchantment.

¢ T feem through confecrated walks to rove;
¢ I hear foft mufic die along the grove:
¢¢ Here too, R
« The twining jeffamine and the bluthing rofe,
« With lavith grace , their morning fcents ‘dif
¢« clofe;

W E
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« The fwelling tube-rofe and jonguil declare

“ The ﬁronger impulfe of an ev’zing air.
~ ? Prior’s Sdl.

STAGES.

“There ate four ftages from this town,
two for the City, and two for Weft-

‘minfter: thofe for the city fet our

from Bromley every Morning at nine
.o’clock, Sunday excepted, and return
from the Spread Eagle,in Gracechurch-
ftreet, and the Boar’s Head, .in Fleet-

ftreet, at four in the afternoon, in the’

the fummer months; but in the winter

they leave London at three o’clock.

and on Sundays they leave Bromley at
feven in the morning, and make twe
journieys on that day. \

The Weftminfter coaches fct out .

from Bromley at four in the ‘after-
-noon, fleep in town, and return from
ithe Swan, Charing Crofs, and the Mitre
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and Dove, Weftminfter, at nine o’clock
the next morning.

TFhere are likewife two errand carts,
which leave Bromley every morning,
at cight o’clock; ge to the King'’s
Head Inn, in the Borough, and the-
Crofs Keys, in Gracechurch-ftreet,,
and return in the evening.

'VISITING.

As every man is, in his own. opi-
nion, fit to go abroad in print, fo
every occafion that can put him upon
prating to mankind, is fuﬂicncnt to fet
his pen a runaing.

" Yet I hope to be pardoned for the

following introfion: in this, as in moft

country towns, there is a great deal of

viﬁting,v and friendly intercourfe. I

‘have fomewhere met with an author

who recommends the ninth command-
E 2
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ment as a: fit companion for cvcryl tea:
table in the world.

One grand ingredient in happinefs.
is reputation ; and though it does not
appear to be. ¢qually- dear to all, with
me it is invaluable.

A man muft have attained very far
~ eitherin innqcence or impudence, who
can entirely defy the cenfure of others,
and be indifferent as to what is faid.
about himfelf.

.POST OFFICE.

THE mail comes in from London.
every night (Sundays excepted) about
ten o’clock ; proceddsto Seven Oaks;
and returns to London; through this
town, about three o’clock. in the
morning..

| FAIRS.

THERE are two fairs annually, on.
Hebruary the 14th, and Auguft the gth:.
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“that in-Auguft is attended by numbers:
of perfons from Landoh, and the
country round;, it has a confiderable
thew of horfes.and other cattle ; alfo.
great quantities of toys, &c. &c..

'INNS.

" 'HERE are three good inns; the-
principal one- is the Bell, in the centre
‘of the town, kept by Mr. James
“Wilfon: the next is the White Hart,
at the eaft-end of the town, kept by
‘Mr. Henry Webb Prime; and the
“third is the Swan, at the weft end of
the town. No poft-chaife run.from
the laft, but itis a comfortable houfe for
travellers; kept by Mr. Thomas Miller.

~ MILL..

ON the river Ravenfbourn, clofe-
to the town, ftands a mill, many years.
ufed for making paper; but for the.
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It two years it has been. employed i
grinding and polithing concave and:
convex mirrors, from one to five feet.
diameter: the prefent occupier is Mr..
Thomas Ribright, an ingenious artift,
formerly an eminent optician, in the
Poultry, London.. I received from.
this gentleman an invitation to vifit
his houfe and grounds, which I ac-
cepted, and am able to fay the fitua-.
tion of this mill is extremely pleafant ;.
and the delightful, rural, and romantic
profpeéts it affords, are wel worthy
the obfervation of vifitors: a large
theet of water, with a pleafure boat
upon it, give the friends of Mr. Ri-.
bright an opportunity of enjoying, on

that element, one of the moft pleafing. -

profpects I ever beheld.

BENEVOLENCE.

" THE charities of this kingdom.
are proverbial : the benevolence of’
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:the rich in this part of it I have
‘witnefled, with heart-felt pleafure :
- .during the late fevere winter, the li-
-beral fubfcriptions of the rich fupplied..
the poor with all the .neceffaries of .
life ; and their private donations pro-
~cured them fome of the comforts. At
the time I have mentioned, many of
‘the middling clafs, and fome* of the
‘tradefmen gave in proportion to their
-ability, to relieve .the wants of their
diftreffed neighbours.
But the rich .are in the conflant

-habit of alleviating their forrows.

- It is my firm intention to avoid
every degree of perfonality, from a with
not to offend, orl could here men-
"tion the names of fome, who do much:
_juftice to the title of Chriftian, and
honor to their country.

Suffice it,---that bere are fuch,---

iand many fuch.
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‘Let the poor,* then, after a grate-
ful tribute of thanks to their God, thew
2 .proper fenfe of obhoratxon to their
benefactors.™

Let them refle@,---be gratefyl,---
and remember,---that the beautiful
form of rLiBerTY has no conneéhon
With HELL-BORN .LICENTIOUSNESS.

SITUATION.
BROMLEY is fituated five miles
weft of St. Mary Cray, fourteen miles
ealt of Seven Oaks, tweive eaft of
Wefterham, twenty-nine eaft of Maid-
ftone, fix fouth of Croydon, in Surrey,

and ten S.S.E. of London.

** The fituation of the. common people inEng-
land is preferable to that of any other country.
Here Liser Ty refcues the poor from oppreffion,
and -enables them to pafs their days in peace.
Inured to ruftic toil, they enjoy health, and all
:their real wants are fupplied by BENEvoLENCE.
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The country is healthy, and the
inhabitants in general are long lived,*
for inftance :

On the 27th of December, 1776,
was buried in Bromley church yard,
THOMAS LETTS, Cordwainer;
and fhortly after appeared in a news-
paper the following account of him:

« Lately died, in the goth year of )

~his age, at Bromley, in Kcnt, Thomas
Letts, who was born at Croydon, in
Surrey, by trade a thee-maker; though
a mafter in the courfe of many years,
with induftry and fobriety, he never
was worth five pounds, nor was he.
ever in want; to his /aff he continued
- to make both ends meet, and peaceably
refigned his a// when the thread of life
‘was waxed out.”’

: # There are many inhabitants now living at
a great age, and feveral have died during the
editor’s refidence in Bromley, between 80 and
- 100 years old.

F
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T'he environs are beautiful in every
point of view, and the number of good
houfes furrounding the town in all di-
se&ions, is much greater than in many
- other parts of England I have beerr

in.

This work will not admit ofa par-
ticular defcription of each gentleman’s
feat; but for the information of

ftrangers, I fhall en_un'neratc thofe im-
‘mediately adjoining the town, .de-
fcribing their fituaton only.

* 1 Bifhop of Rochefter’s palace.
2 The feat of Robert Bunn, Efq Wigmore-
Lane.
3 'The houfe of ~—— Leverton, Efg. ditto-
4 The feat of Mrs. Munn, ditto. .
5 The feat of George Dubois, Efq. Plaif-

tow.
6 The feat of Young, Efg. ditto,
* 7 Freeland Houfe, the feat of Thomas Raikes,
Efq ditto.

* 8 Plaiffow Lodge, the feat of P, Thellufion,

Efq. disto.
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9 The feat of Charles Long, Efq. Bromley-
- Hill.
" 10 The feat of Major John Scott, Bromley,
. (Weft end).
13 The feat. of the late Robert Booth, Efq.
‘ Beckenham-Lane.
12 The feat of George Grote, Bfg. ditto.
33 Charch Houfe, formerley the refidence of
. the late Alderman Hayley.
34 The feat of Thomas Reid, Efgq. Bromley,
(Eaft end).
15 The feat of Samuel Rxckatts. Efg. Bromlcy,
ditto.
16 The feat of Edward Borrow, Efg. Brom-
ley, ditto.
17 The feat of William Wefton, Efq. Bfom-
ley, ditto.
18 The feat of George Norman, Efg. ditto.
19 The feat of Major Rohde, Efq. ditto.
20 The feat of Thomas Newnham, Efg. South
Borough.

With a number of 'othcrs lefs noticeable.

Thofe marked thus* may properly be deemed

- fine feats; all the others are handfome buildings.

\

F 2
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The more I examine into the works
of ancient hiftorians, the lefs am I in-
cliged to tranfcribe them here: wereall
the learned accounts I meet with to be
inferted, they would fill a folio volume.

And here let me candidly confefs,
the lofs I frequently am at, from not
having received a more liberal educa-
~ tion, often meeting with parts I do not
comprehend: were I to, give them
whole, I muft betray my ignorance ;
and to fend them forth in a mutilated
ftate, would deftroy their effe&.

I fhall, therefore, only fele& fuch
parts, as will convey neceflary -infor-
mation, trufting to the candour of my
readers for their liberal indulgence.

Philipot fays, there are two good
feats within this parifh, which were all:
of temporal intereft, and pretend to a
deep antiquity ; the firft is Sunbridge,
which formerly was the patrimony of
a noble family, called, Blund Peter le
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Blund ; was conftable of the tower of
London, the thirty - fourth year of
Henry the Third; and Ralph le
Blund, his grandchild, paid refpetive
aid for his lands at Bromley, which he
there held by a whole knight’s fee, of
the bifhop of Rochefter, in the twen-
tieth of Edward the Third; and when
this name was entomed in a female
heir, this feat went with her to the
Willoughbies, from whom the Earl
* of Linfey is defcended; and when fome
years it had vefted in this family, by
the circumftance of purchafe, it be-
came the patrimony of Booth, when
this name was likewife wound up in
an heir general, the Betenhams of
Pluckley, by marrying with her, be-
came lords of this manfion, and con-
-tinue ftill proprietor of it.

Simpfon is the fecond feat of ac-
count: though in ages of a latter in-
fcription, it contracted that name, yet
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anciently it was the demefne of Banke-
well, a family of fignal repute in this
track. Johnde Bankewell had a char-
ter of free warren, to his lands in
_Bromley, in which this was involved,
in the thirty-firft year of Edward the
Firft; and Thomas de Bankewell
died feized of it, in the thirty-fith
year of Edward the Third ; and when
this family was fhrunk, at this place,
into a final extinction, the next who
‘were eminent in the poffeffion of it,
were the Clarks; and one William
Clark, that flourithed here in the reign
of Henry the Fifth, that he might not
- be obnoxious to the ftatue of Ker-
nellation, obtained licence to ereét a
ftrong, little pile of lime and ftone,
with an embattled wall, encircled with.
a deep moat, which is fupplied and
nourithed with a living fpring: but this
‘man’s pofterity did not long enjoy it;
for about the latter end of Henry the
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Sixth, John Simpfon dwelt here by
right of purchafe, and he having much
improved the fabric, fettled his name
upon it, and indeed, that is all that is
left to evidence they were once owners
of it; for in an age or two after this,
it was conveyed to John Stiles, Efg.
of Beckenham, from whom defcends
Sir Humphrey Stiles, Knight and
Baronet, cup bearer to the late king
Charles ; and him does Simpfon con-
fefs for its inftant owner. Thus far
Philipot, which is acknowledged by
Seymour.

This houfe and lands are now the
property of Lord Gwidan, occupied
by Samuel Rickatts, Efq. but was many
years tenanted by Mr. Jeremiah
Ringer, a truly worthy charaéer, who
ftill refides in the houfe. ’ :

From the falubrity of the air, and
pleafant fituation, Bromley abounds
with boarding fchools ; the moft dif-
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tinguithed is the excellent academy of
Mr. Richard Rawes, in the High-
Atreet.

Bromléy gives name to tbe whole -
" hundred where it is fituated, and hath
been many ages part of the demefne
of the church: it was given, as ap-
pears by the records of the church of
Rochefter, by John Later, a goldfmith
of London, to the bifhop of  that fee,
in the year 1300.

DERIVATION & DEFINITION.

BROMLEY, in old Englith, from
Brome and Leab, which is pafture,
now called Ley, and is the fame with
Bromefield. .

In a word, to fum up the beauties
of Bromley, and its environs, rural
‘¢legance and rural fimplicity appear in
their meft fafcinating forms; here
* magnificent feats and handfome villas,
afford inexhauftible gratification to
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-curiofity, and innocence and peace
.adorn the humble roof.

How often is human life fpentin *
~wifhes which terminate in nothing! but
.this 1 hope will not be the cafe with,
.my withes for the health, happinefs,
and profperity, of the inhabitants of
Bromley, and-its neighbourhood.

May that happy peace of mind at-
.tend them, which .is ever united to 2
-confcioufnefs of piety and innocence,
-and which is an introduétion to that
.happinefs referved for us in a future
-world, 'to crown our patience.and our
Jufferings.in this. -

WIGMORE.

One mile eaft of Bromley ftands
-this very delightful hamlet: here are
fome good houlfes, .in particular thofe
:belonging to Andrew Harrifon, and
“William Wells, Efqrs. thete is alfo 2

G
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very ancient houfe, which muft have
been erected 198 years, having the date
1599 on the brick-work, in front:
at that time I make no doubt it was
‘confidered a very refpe@able building;
-and though I have not been able to
‘procure any hiftorical account, pro-
bably it was then ‘the largeft houfe in
the hamlet.

There is likewife a neat fmall meet-
ing-houfe, attended by the dxfmplcs of
the late Mr. John Wefley.

The tafte of travellers is various;
what appears minute and trifling to
many, is,to others, at leaft a matter of
entertainment. Let the reader, who
has not feen Wigmore, take a view of
this charming fpot, and he will find
‘many beauties which I have not room
.to enumerate. '

- Hrom Wigmore T proceed to
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SOUTHBOROUGH. *

THIS is a romantic, pleafant fpot,
about two miles from Bromley, and
one from Wigmore: here are a few
good houfes; that of Thomas Newn-
ham, Efq. the moft confpicuoufly fo.
I had heard this place was famous for
having been an ancient barony of one

of the feudal lords ; was fhewn a farm
houfé, that had been the baron’s court- .
houfe ; another, which had been the
jail, and was told {ome ftrange ftories
of various hues; but could colle&t
nothing authentic, therefore gave up
the fearch.

* Borough fignifies. a fortified place, or defence.

“« As when a traveller-a long day patt
« In painful fearch of what he cannot find,
« At night’s approach, content with the next.
¢ cot,,
e There rummates awhile his laboar laf;,
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"« Then cheers his heart with what his fate
« affords,
¢ And chants his fonrets, to deceive the time,
¢ *Tijll the due feafon calls him to repofe.”
Young’s Night Thoughts.

‘The bifhops of Rochefter, before the-
conqueft, were pofiefled of the manor-
of South Fleet, a village in Kent. I
fhall here beg leave to introduce an.
hiftorical fa¢t, which, though not im-.
mediately .conne@ed with this work,,
is not entirely foreign, and will convey-
information : :

The court of Southiflect, as not un-
ufual in ancient times, . had a power of.
trying and executing felons: this'ju-
~ rifdi¢tion extended not only:to adts of -

fclony done within the vill ;, but alfo,
over criminals apprehended ‘there,,
.though the fact had been committed in.
- another county:. an inftance of the.
exercife of this claim, in the year 1200,
is mentioned by T. Blunt, in his an-
cient tenures,
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. It was of two women;. who had:
ftolen fome clothes in Croindene. (fup--
pofed. to be Cioydon) and the men of
that place having purfued. them. to:
Southifleet, they were there imprifoned,.
and: tried by the lord Henry de Cob-
ham, and other difcreet men -of the
country, who adjudged ‘them to un-'
dergo the firé ordeal; or, examination
of the hot iron: by:this foolith teft,
one- of them was exculpated, and’the
other.condemned. The two chief fpe-
cies of trial. by ordeal, were ‘thofe
of fire and watér: both thefe modes-
might: be performed by deputy; but
the principal was to anfwer for the fuc-
cefs of the trial, the deputy venturing
fome corporeal pain for hire, or per-
haps for friendthip. This, obferves
Sir William Blackftone, ¢is ftill ex-
prefied in that common form of fpeech,
of going through fire and water to
ferve z2nother.”  Fire ordeal was per-
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formed, either by taking up in the
hand, unhurt, a piece of red-hot iron;.
or, by walking. barefooted and blind-
fold over nine red-hot plough fhares,
laid lengthways,. at unequal diftances;
and if the party.efcaped unhurt, he was
adjudged innocent; if not, he was con-
demned as guilty; no doubt there was
generally a collufion in every mode of
trial of this nature.. Water ordeal was
performed by thrufting the bare arm
into boiling water, and if the perfon
was not {calded, he was pronounced
innocent; or he was thrown with a
rope about the waift into a river; if
he funk, he was acquitted ; but if he
floated therein, it was afufficient procf
of criminality, becaufe they judicioufly
concluded, that the pure water would
not admit a guilty wretch into it..
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KESTON; or qujer’:y Town;
.By Basrtow, the old Roman Colony.

THIS certainly is a delightful part
of the county ; and moft probably, ia
the days of the feudal fyﬂ:cm, was a
lord’s barony.

The church is an ancient buxldmg ;
‘but has lefs the look of a church on
-the outfide I ever remomber to have
feen. :
Kefton is four miles from Bromley ;
it is remarkable for the remains of
Julius Caefar’s Camp, and a cold bath,
called, Julius Cafar’s well.

The following fonnet, written upon
.the remains of the Roman camp, near
.London, by William Hamilton Reid,
will be found equally applicable here.

«¢ Time-honor'd fpot, tho’ erft this rampert
¢« ground,

- The conquering fons of hoftile Latium bore,

*#¢ Their fwords juft recking with the Briton’s
s gore:
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¢ The tented fields with ftately banners crown’d.
~¢¢ Tho’ on thefe floping plains, the phalanx wide,

« With sodding plumes, that flretch'd their

¢¢ fhades afar,
“s¢.O%r looking Thames’s fonely currents glide;
-«¢_But watch’d again, to pour. the tideof war;
¢ Yet fhall each veflige, proud of arms, remain

s The cumb’rous. mound, and trench-indented

S« field,

« 'Till, in her turn, o’er Rome fhall Albion reign,
-¢¢ And nations cover with her fun-broad fhield ;
< Nor fait her bards, from burning thells. to raife
-« The .wreaths of glory in immortal; lays.”

Geutleman’s Mag. Fuly, 1787.

_AtKefton are feveral good -houfes,
:and fome handfome villas: here, like-
wife, ftands Holwood Houfe, the feat of
the Right Honourable William Pitt,
_Chancellor of the Exchequer, which he
:purchafed about twelve years ago, of
Mr. Randall, fhip-builder. The houfe
.isa fmall, neat, white building; itis
more fimple than.elegant, and built

" on arifing ground, which commands
one.of themoft fertile, variegated, and
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extenfive inland profpes in the whole
county: the houfe is theltered from
the eaft winds by a number of fine
clms, which do not interrupt the view
of the adjacent hills; it is protected
" from the north and weft winds by an
extenfive wood, whence the houfe
takes its name. | |

A ftranger vifiting this houfe, to
view the country manfion of the prime
minifter of Great Britain, would be
exceedingly furprifed, to find it fo
infignificanc in fize and external ap-
pearance.

But when it is known that the houfe
was purchafed in its prefent ftate,
merely for its fituation, being in the
vicinity of his father’s houfe, at Hayes;
of Lord Camuen’s, at Chifelhurlt; of
Lord Sydaey’s, at Frognal, &c. a

. ncigl.xbourhood to which, even from
his iafancy, he may bz fuppoicd to

I
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- have a firong partiality, the ftranger’s
furprize will undoubtedly ceafe. The
principal room is the drawing room,
which Mr. Pitt has added ; itis about
fifty feet by thirty; it has one hand-
fome bow window, which faces the
fouth; next to this is a {maller apart-
ment, which is his eating room; the
reft. of the houfe is appropriated to
domeftic offices and fervants,. except
chamber for himfelf. K

The profpeé is the chief beauty of
the houfe ; on the north-weft the eye
is prefented with a vifta, through
which is feen Bromley, Sydenham,

-~ Norwood, Dulwich, Peckham, and

London, where St. Paul’s majeftically
rifes, as if artificially erected, to ter-
minate the view. Due -horth there is
a natural break, which admits the eye
between Shooter’s hill, and St. Paul’s,
to range over a large part of Effex:
from the north to the north eaft, is an
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extended profpeét of hills, woods, and
vales, from Shooter’s hill to near
Gravefend. In this part of the view,
is contained all that country which lies
on the fouth-fide of the Thames; the
fpace between the north-eaft, and the
eaft, comprehends moft of the villas,
villages and market towns, lying be- v
tween Dartford and Wrotham; and
from the eaft to the fouth is a view
of the villages of Down, Cudham, .
and Nockhold ; but the coup doeil of
this fituation is beautiful indeed; it

may not, perhaps, be improperly ftiled
an amphitheatre of parks, woods, and
villages, fpires, hills, and manfions,
which in thefe charming profpects are
not only vzrious, but extenfive.

This houfe is alfo remarkable for
having beew the refidence of the once®
lovely, but unfertunate G. A. Bellamy;
her portrait, engraved by Bartclozzi,

H 2 '
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is annexed, and will ferve to fhew the
mutability of human life, as her me-
moirs have been read, and are reme n-
bered: by many.

The river Raventbourn takes its
rife here, from apparently a very tri-
fling {fpring; flows hence through
Hayes, Bromley, Beckenham, and
Lewiftham ; and croffing the great road
at Deptford-bridge, falls into the
Thames below. I take the road that
leads through Ferneborough and Brom-
ley, to London, and comes within half
a mile of this houfe, to be the Wat-
ling-ftreet,* and indeed the only road
the Romans had from London into
Kent. There is ftill remaining, from
Ferneborough to Bromley, and be-
‘tween Bromley and New Crofs, the
appearance of a Roman road, if we
Jjudge from its breadth, generally of

* Saxon for winding fireet.



(73).

forty-five yards, or more. From
New Crofs, it is defaced by all that
building, brick-making, and garden-
ing, fo frequent about the town: it
feems to have pointed through Cam-
berwell and Walworth, eaft of New-
ington church, by the end of Ken-
nington-lane, to the fields, between
Lambeth and Southwark.

On the 11th of July, 1797, in

company with three of my children,
I vifited

FERNEBOROUGH,

So named, from the foil about it
yielding fearn and brakes.

In this inftance, I fhall relate the
whole of the hiftorical account, as
given by Philipot, and then notice
fome few obfervations, which I have
occafionally made in different vifits to
this place.
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Ferneborough is but a chapel of eaf¢,
devoted to the honor of St. Giles;
but belongs to the mother church of
Chelfield, which is dedicated to St.
James, as appears by the records
of the church of Rochefter: it was a
principal feat of the Lord Grandifon,
who made this the head of their ba-
rony: William de Grandifon held it
at his death, which was in the ninth
year of Edward the Third.

Othe, Lord Grandifopf, this man’s
fon, obtained a charter of free warren’
to it, in the eighteenth year of Edward
the Third; but long after this it did
. not remain linked to the inheritance of

this family; forin the reign of Richard
the Second, I find Fleming invefted
in the poﬁ'cﬁioh, whofe tenure was
“very tranfitory, for not long after, by
purchafe, it was brought into the de-
mefne of Petley, from whom, by as
fwift a fatality, it went away to Peche,
of Lulliuftor, which family determined
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in Sir John Peche, in the reign of
Henry the Seventh, who dying iffuelefs,
Elizabeth, his fifter and heir, brought
this, and a fpacious inheritance, to her
hufband, John Hart, efq. from whom
William Hart, efq. now of Lullingf-
ton, is lineally extratted, and in right
of this alliance, is at this prefent in-
titled to the pofieflion and figniory of
Ferneborough. L
It appears that a grant of a market -
was obtained for this place, in the
reigns of Edward the Firft, and re-
newed in that of Edward the Third:
-and a grant of a fair added, to be held
- at the feaft of St. Giles, th# éve and
~ eight days following, both of which
are difcontinued ; but how long, I
have not been able to learn, In the
courfe of my perambulations, I have
vifited thirteen churches, and noticed
the fame lines added to the tomb-
ftones in all of them, except in this
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one inftance, on a ftone in this church-
yard, are the two following lines:

¢ The toils of life and pangs of death are o’er;
¢ And care,and pain, and ficknefs, are no more.”

After vifiting fuch a number of
the fchools of wifdom, from whence the
moft inftructive leflons may be drawn,
and every ruder paffion huthed, I pro-
ceeded to a more lively theme. Leav-
ing the church, I was invited into the
‘grounds of Mr. Thomas Simpfon
Giles, a refpectable nurfery-man and
gardener: in this place the profpect
" they command is beautiful beyond
defcription.

¢ My roving fight

¢« Purfues its pleafing courfe o’er Nockholt’s
¢ mount,

« With that fair crefcent crown’d, of lofiy
¢ beeches,

¢ Its own peculiar boaft.” _

Here, at one profpect, I had the view
of feven different churches, viz. Ferne-
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borough, Down, Cudham, Hafted;
Nockholt, Chelfield, and Orpington,
with the country open all 4round me.

- Quitting this charming fpot, I re-
ceived an invitation to view the gar-
den and grounds of Mr. Jofeph Grif-
fin, a very refpettable gardener in the
village.

This I date the pleafanteft excur-
fion I made during a twelvemonths
fearch at different times for informa-
tion, I had three of the younger
branches of my family with me, who
were indulged by my friendly hoft with
permiffion to refreth themfelves from
every tree in the garden, while he oblig-
ingly attended me through a well cul-
tivated piece of ground of feven acres;
after having fome refrefhment in the
houfe, I took my leave of this hofpi-
table family, and purfued my road to
Chalk Piace. At Ferneborough is a

o I
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a good inn (the George) kep; by Mr.
George Tibbs,

" CHALK. PLACE

. IS the neat houfe and handfome gar-
dens of Mrs. Blackman; I am better
able to defcribe this charming fpot than
many others, as by the invitation of
its refpeCtable owner, I vifited, and
fpent fome hours in viewing it.

The houfe, gardens, and ground ad-
Joining, confifts of 1ooagres, the grand
front of this rural elegant little man-
fion is near the fide of the road, lead-
ing from Bromley to Ferneborough; a
new room, one of its happieft improve-
‘ments, was added by the late John Lu-
cie Blackman, Efq. to the fouth end.

Nature had already formed this de- °
lightful fpot for the hand of cultivation ;
and the grounds have been laid out
with great tafte. A fmall green houfe
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contains a colleCtion of curious exotics;
the flower garden which furrounds the

" houfe, deferves particular notice : no-

thing can furpafs the elegant fimplicity
of this charming little paradife, all

_planted by, or under the infpe&tion of -

Mr. and Mrs. Blackman. Adjoining
to this, is a full ftocked kitchen garden,
at the end of which is a large piece of-
1}@, conﬁ@:iﬁg ofa well cultivated me-
lon ground; the remaining acres are
ufed as 2 firm by Mrs. Blickman.
The houfe ftands exceeding plea-
fint, and the attic chambers command
anextenfive profpect ; it was formerly
a farm houfe, known by the name of
Chalk Barn; in the courfe of a few
years, by judicious aiterations and im-
provements (though at confiderable
expence) it 'has become a handfome
villa, and is one of the happieft com-
binations of art and nature that can be
' Ia
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imagined; during my walk round Mrs.
Blackman’s garden, I had the honor to
attend that lady herfelf.
- The trees are all of them furround-
«d by rofes and honeyfuckles, and a
great variety of flowers, planted in

the moft pleafing and romantic fitua-
tions,

Who can paint
Like nature s can Imagmauon boaft,

Amid his gay creation, hues like thefe ?
And can he mix them with that rpatchlefs fkill,
And lay them on fo delicately fine,
‘And lofe them in each other, as appears
Inev’ry bud that blows.
’ Thompfen’s Spring.
After having taken fome refrefhment
in this hofpitable manfion, I returned
home much gratified.

" HAYES.

I SET out with pleafure to view the
late refidence, and favorite retreat of
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the « ORNAMENT OF MAN-
KIND.”
This pleafant village is rcndcrcd fa-
mous by the great Lord Chatham, hav-
_ing lived here for many years.
The houfe which he built, and in
. which he lived, has fince his death been
inhabited by ——— Bond, Efq. and
ord Lewitham ; but has lately been
old to D. Dehaney, Efq. whofe refi-
“dence it now is. Direétly oppofite to
 this houfe ftands the church, a beauti-
ful Gothic edifice, the infide confifting
of only one aifle, isregular, and though
fmall, the whole is the workmanthip of
-.a mafter.
The neighbourhood is hcalthy and
* pleafant, and has a number of good
_houfes i it. To record any thing
farther of Hayes, would be to repeat
~what I have faid of fome other retired
fpots. ,
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WICKHAM (V'JEST.),
"That is Demus fuper wicum Woffy
THIS is al;u'gc parifh in Kent, be-

tween Croydod. and Bromley, at nearly

an equal diftance from each. In this
parifh are two villages, the one ata {mall
dl&ance, after having paffed Wickham
Green from Beckenham; and the
other about a mile further to the fouth.
In the former, is the feat of Rich-
ard Jones, Efq befides feveral other
good houfes ; "in the latter are the

church, and the ancient manor-houfe,
called Weft Wickham-Court, the pro- _

‘perty of Jobn Farniby, Efq. in right of

his lady, who is of the Leonard family.

At Wickham Court liqu,; the cele-
brated Gilbert Weft, author of ¢« Ob-
fervationsonthe Refurreétionof Chrift”’
here he devoted himfelf to learning
and piety ; and < here (fays Dr. John-
fon) he was very often vifited by Lit-
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tleton and Pitt, who, when they were
weary of fation and debates, ufed at
‘“Wickham, to find books amd quiet, a
decent table, and htergry converfa-
tion.” . ¢

There is at Wickham a walk made
by Pitt, and what is of more impor-
tance at Wickham; Littleton received
that convittion, which produced -his
« Dilertation on the converfion and
apq{tlcﬂup of St. Paul.” = »

In a fummer-houfe Mr. Weft placed
the following infcription, in imitation
of Aufonius. -¢ad Villam,”

« Not wrapt in {mokey London fulphurous clouds
‘¢ And not far diftant ftands my rural cot ;,

« Neither obnoxious to intruding crouds,

«¢ Nor for the good and friendly too remote.

"¢ And when too much repofe brings on the
"~ <« {pleen,

« Or the gay city’s idle pleafures cloy ;

« Swift as my changing wifh, I change the fcenc,

« And now the country, now the town enjoy.”
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A weekly marketwasheldinthistown,
cn a Monday, granted by a charter of
freewarrento the manor of Weft Wick-

“ham, in the 11th'year of Edward the
Second; after a variety of flu¢tuations,
I find in the reign of Queen Elizabeth,
this manor devolving to Sir Chrilto-
pher Heydon, who, about the latter
end of that Queen's reign, pafled it
away to Sir Samuel Leonatd, father to
Sir Stephen Leonard: I have before
mentioned its prefent pofieflor.

During my refidence in Bromley, I
have witneffed fome improvements in
this village; but not fuch as can be
intitled to hiftorical record.

After being kindly entertained at
the houfe of John Scott, Efg. I re-
turned by Pickhurft-Green.

PICKHURST GREEN

IS a pleafant fpot, at nearly an equal
diftance from Bromley, Beckenham,
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Wickham, and Hayes. Here Vicary
Gibbs, Efq. lately refided in a neat
fmall houfe, fituated in a charming -
garden, the property of lord Gwidar.
* Here alfo is a rural public houfe,
the fign of the Fox, and Hounds,
much frequented at holiday time, by
the furrounding inhabitants.

BEKENHAM

- IS a beautiful rural and retired vil-
lage, one mile and half from Bromley.
Near ‘here is Langley (from long
pafture) the elegant feat of" lord
Gwidar; not far from which are lord
Auckland’s- houfe and park, called,
Eden Farm. At the fouth end of this
village are the handfome houfe and-
neat gardens of Laurence Banyer, Efq.
and there are feveral other good *
houfes in the neighbourhood.

# It is to be hoped that a more accurate
defcription of the furrouniding feats may be ob-

K
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The road to Croydon runs by the
front of Mr. Banyer’s houfe, and on
_ the right band is that leading to Penge
Common, and Rockles ; from whence
is a new road made to Dulwich: by
this way from the village of Beken-
ham, the diftance to London is fhort-
ened two miles; and promifes, if kept
in good repair, to be the genetal road
from Holwood, Hayes, Wickham,
Langley Park, and Eden Farm, &c.
being more in a dire¢t line to London,
from thofe places, and affording a moft
delightful profpet of part of Kent,
Surrey, Middlefex, and Effex.

tained, fhould a fecond edition of this work be
printed ; but the editor never bas, nor ever can,

accept any thing at a gentleman's houfe (not
. even a view of the premifes) without the owner’s
knowledge and permiffion, which will be refpe&-
fully appiied for, thankfully reccived, and
gratefully acknowledged.
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Philipot mentions the following
feats as places of note in this parith:

ift. The manor of Bekenham, held by Richard
de Rokely, and relates a number of its
pofleflors, down to Mr. Henry St. John.

2d. Langley, held by its original pofleffor, John
de Malmains, who obtained a charter of
free warren to his lands; and after various
flutuations, leaves it in the pofiefiion of Sir
Humphrey Stiles, Knight and Baronet.

3d. Kelfeys ;—and,

4th. Foxgrove.

The church is a very ancient edi-
‘fice, exceeding neat in the infide, and-
ornamented with a great number of
rich and coftly monuments, of the
Burrell’s family, and others. '

~An extraordinary circumftance hap-
pened here near Chriftmas, 1791, the
fteeple of this church was deftroyed
by lightening; " but a new one was put
tp in 1796, made of copper, in the
ferm of an extinguifher.

K 2
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The church yard contains a great
_number of tomb ftones, all telling zbe
Jame plain tale. 1 have fele@ed ore,

which, from the caufe, appeared to me
~very affecting, erected to the memory
of a child : it fays,---

A GIRL,
Aged four Years, one Month, and 18 Days,
: ~ Killed by the,
Carelefs Difcharge of a Piftol,
At the Diftance of 337 Yards,
Auguft z5th, 1766, *

Y

Clofe to_the church, there are three
fmall neat alms houfes, with the fol-
lowing infcription on the centre one :

ANTHONY RAWLINS
Built thefe Houfes for the Ufe of the Poor
Of this Parith
Of BeEckENHAM,
A.D. 1694.
Here is, likewife, 2 ‘good work®
houfe, on a healthy pleafant fpot, about
half a mile in the road to Bromley.
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There are feveral gentlemen’s feats
round this delightful village: the moft
confpicuous is, Bekenham Place, the
feat of John Cator, Efq. Bekenham
takes its.name from the Bcke, or {mall
ftream there.

ELMS END,

ABOUT one mile from Bekenham,
adjoining the beautiful park of Lord
Auckland; I apprehend muft have ac-
quired its name from the number of
elm trees growmg on this very rural
fpot.

Here are only about twenty {mall
houfes; but I have noticed it from
being on the edge of the borders of
Kent; as from this place a ftone may
be thrown into the county of Surrey.

For improving life, or living much in
g litrlé time, retirement and ftudy have
been recommended; fituated here with
a gaod library, both are to be found.

~
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PLAISTOW

IS a hamlet, in the panfh of Brom—
ley; it certainly is a rural, retired fpot; .
but when you have feen the few gen-
tlemen’s houfes that are in it, nothing
remains deferving notice, the reft being

_ hovels, and the inhabitants poor ; but
content often takes up her abode in 2
cottage.

Sundridge Houfe,* late the elegant
feat, beautiful park, and extenfive plea-
fure grounds, of William Wilfon, Efy.
are fituated here. This eftate, including
the manor, and a pretty villa, now in
the occupation of George Dubois, Efq.
were fold by auction, the 1ft of June,
1792, for 18,000l -to George Lind,
Efq. and in 1796, re-fold to ~-----
Scott, Efg. of Chifelhurft, who is’
building a new houfe on this truly en-
chanting fpot.

*,This is the feat which Philipot calls Hemp
! ftead Suabridge.
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HEMSTED

IS a hamlet of Bromley ; has only
one gentleman’s houfe in it, which
the late J. Dodfley, Efq. Bookfeller,
of Pall Mall, to whom it belonged,
made his country refidence.
 The reft of the hamlet confifts of
fome good farms and labourers cot-
tages. - '

MOTTINGHAM,

ABOUT three miles from Bromley,
isin the hundred of Blackheath, and a
hamlet to Eltham. A ftrange and
marvellous_accident happened at this
place, upon the 4th day of Auguft,
1585, in a field belonging to Sir Per-
cival Hart:---fuddenly a part of the
ground began to fink, and continued
gradually fo to do, till three great elm
trees growing thereon; were carried fo
deep into the bowls of the earth, that
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no part of them were to be feen. The
compafs of the hole is about 80-yards,
and {o deep, that a line of go fathoms
finds no bottom.
~ Philimore and Harris both add,
that another piece of ground funk in-
like-manner, about ten yards diftance
from the former, fo nigh a dwelling-
houfe, that the inhabitants were greatly
terrified, and quitted their habitation. .
Events of this kind muft lead the
mind into ‘the moft awful refle&ions, -
directing our attention to the final con-
fummation of all things; when
¢ The cloud-capt towers,
¢« The gorgeous palaces,
¢ The folemn temples,
« The great globe itfelf,
¢ Yea, all which it inherits, thall diffolve,
¢ And, like the bafelefs fabric of a vifion,

¢ Leave not a wreck behind.”
Shakefpeare.

The name of this village fignifies .
the town proudly feated : it is derived
from Mod, in Saxon, proud or lofty.
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ELTHAM

IS eight miles from London, four
from Bromley, and two from Chifel-
hurft, in the hundred of Blackheath,
 anciendy called Ealdham (the Ol
Town). It formerly belonged in
part to the king, and partly to the
Mandevills, from which it came to bc ‘ ’
called Eltham Mandevill.

Anthony Beck, Efg. of Durham,
having fraudulently fecured the pof-
feflion of this manor, beautified the
capital manfion, and left it to the
crown: the ftone-work of the outer

gate being caftle-like, is a remnant of
" the work of his age; but the palace
itfelf is in a more modern ftile. Ed-
ward the Second frequenty refided
here ; where his queen was delivered of
a fon, who had the name of John of
Eltham; poffibly from this ciccusn-

: L
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ftance, it is improperly called King
John’s Palace.

The manor bclonors to Sir John 7
'Shaw, who has an elegant feat and
plantations, called, Eltham Lodge.

On a i:art of Shooter’s Hill, in this
parifh, is a lofty tower, ereéed by Lady
James, to - commemorate the fhare
which her hufband, the late Sir Wil-
liam James, had in the reduétion of
a fort, in the Eaft Indies. This ftruc-
ture, which is called Severndroog
Caftle, is eretted from a defign, by
Mr. Jupp,and is of a triangular form,
~with turrets at each angle : it is {feen at
a great diftance. B

This town was once the retiring
place of our kings; and here were
“enacted the ftatutes of Eltham, by
~which the king’s houfe is ftill go-
verned: it has the honor to give title
of “Earl to the Prince of Wales; and
though there appears no remains of
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a royal palace, tbis town is well built,
and large, inhabited by rich citizens,
and farmers of good repute. Here
* is a market on Mondays, and a fair
on Palm Monday; Eafter Monday,
Whitfun Monday, and 1oth of Oé¢to-,
ber, for horfes, cattle, and toys; and
there are two charity fchools, to teach
. and cloath twenty boys, and ten girls.

LEE,

"WHICH takes its name from Lega, .
in Latin, a theltry place, is a village in
Kent, on the fouth-fide of Blackheath,
about two miles from Eltham: it con-
tains the handfome feat, gardgné, and
pleafure grounds of Iord Dicre, to
whom they came in right of his lady,
the fole daughter and heirefs of Sir
Thomas Fludyer. Here is likewife
the ancient family feat of Boones, now
- the property of Charles Boone, Efg.
' L 2
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“but in the occupation of Benjamin
Harrifon, Efq. On the fummit of the
hill, next the heath, ftands the ancient
church of Lee, in a fitvation particu-
larly rural’ and piturefque. In the
churchyard are two fine monuments;
. the one of the Boone, and the other of
Fludyer families. The great aftro-
nomer royal, Dr. Edmund Halley, is
~ interred here, with a Latin infcription,
which is printed with his life. My
next excurfion was to -

CHISELHURST :

IT is three miles from Bromley,
two from Eltham, and two from Wig-
more. Here is Camden Place, the
feat of Earl Camden, which was for-
merly the property of the celebrated
antiquarian of that name: here he com-
‘pofed the principal part of his <Annals
.of Queen Elizabeth.” This was the
birth-place of Sir -Nicholas Bacon,



( 97 )

lord keeper, in that reign; and father
of the great F rancis, Vifcount St. Al-
bans: here, alfo, was born the famous
Sir Francis Walfingham. This houfe
is now the refidence of Mr. Alderman
Lufhington. _

Chifelhurft may be confidered in a
romantic point of view :*-the common
is ftrewed with houfes by patches, the
good and the indifferent indifcrimi-
nately jumbled together, as if by the
hand of chance. Here, alfo, is Frog-
nal, the feat of Lord Vifcount Sydney:
and Bertie Place, whofe handfome
houfe and - grounds are now the refi-
dence of the Right Honorable Charles
Townfend, brother to Lord Sydney ;
its name of Chifelhurft is, from the
growth of' wood, fo called.

, ® Should this fmall work make its appear-
apce in a fecond edition, any information of a
Jocal nature that may be commnunicated,  will be
thankfully received by the editor.
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Here are fome confiderable chalk
Ppits, the entrance to which have an
awful appearance; it has frequently
reminded mre of Bunyan’s defcription
¢« of the Valley of the Shadow of
« Death. Thefe pits are Iextcnﬁve,
and ftrangers have fometimes been
induced to vifit the infide of them
from curiofity ; but I would caution
them from entering without lights
"and a guide: I have known two in-
ftances of parties vifiting thefe pits,
with lights, who having ventured in to
fome diftance; have wandered about
without being able to find their way
back, the lights having been exhaufted,
and-themfelves left in total darknefs
for many hours, until their ‘friends,
" who knew their intention at fetting
out, on not finding them return, had
fent in guides, and brought the .wan-<

derers back to life and light,
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Here is one good fair held annually
on the 'Wedhcfday.and Thurfday, ip
Whltfun week.

'FOOTS CRAY

DERIVED its name from one
Votes, that held it in the Conqueror’s
" time; is twelve miles from London,
and four and a half from Bromley, in

‘the road to Maidftone.

"~ Here the world is furprlfcd at a
‘modern edifice, called, Foqt;s-,Cray-
Place; it was built by Bouchier.Cleve,
Efq. a pewterer, of Cheapfide, after a
defign of Palladio. .
. This beautiful houfe bccamc the
property of Sir George Young, who
“married Mr. Clcvés’s daughter, and
was fold for lefs than a third part of
the original “expence, to Benjamin
Harrence, Efq: the.hall is oftagonal,
-and has a gallery round, which leads
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to the bedchambers; it is lighted from
the top, and is very beautiful. The
houfe, which is built of ftone, ftands
on a rifing ground, with a gradual
defcent to the water, which, from the
houfe, appears to be a fmall river
gliding through the whole length of
the ground; and in that part of the
water oppofite to the houfe is a fine
cafcade, conftantly flowing out of it;
but this water, which appears to be
fuch a pretty, matural ftream, is an
artificial one, brought from the river
Cray.

The country round here is as ro-
mantic and charming as it is poffible

. tQ conceirve.

The weft of England is coaﬁdered
as the region of landfcapes; but many
fituations round Bromley can boaft
fome equally picturefque and beau-
ttful. From this village I proceeded
to

Y

[ 2
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- St. MARY CRAY.

SAINT MARY, on Crey River, is
in the hundred of Rokefly: although
this is a market town, yet it is but a
chapel of eafe to Orpington. The
market, formerly held on a Wednef-
day, appears to be difcontinued ; but
_how long I am not certain. Here is
a charity fchool, and a fair on the 13th
of February. ‘

ORPINGTON,

In the hundred of Rokefly, was,
. in the twentieth year of Wiiliam the
Conqueror, wrapped up in the eccle-
fiaftical patrimony, and belonged' to
the monks of Chriftchurch ; and if you
will make an infpe®ien inta the pages
of- Dooms-day book, and confult that
general regifter, you will find it at
this-time thus rated: < Orpendiim,5e.”
M
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The alms houfes at this place owe
their foundation to the pious and cha-
ritable beneficence of Percival Hart,
Efq. of Lullingftone.

In the feventh year of King John,
the prior and monks of Chriftchurch,
obtained a market to this manor, to
be held weekly on a Wednefday; with
which franchife it continued invefted
until the twenty-ninth of Henry the
Eighth ; but how much longer I have
not been able to learn, as there are no
traces of a market at this time. .

This delightful village is fituated on
the river Cray, between St. Mary Cray
and Farnborough. _

There are a rumber of good houfes
furrounding it in every direction. The
principal feats in this parifh are Crof-
ton, Bark Hart, and Tubbingden: the
laft of thefe is partly fituated in Ferne-
borough. Round thefe parts are many
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woods of birch, from whence the
“broom-makers, in and about London,
are fupplied with that commodity.
The name of this place is much
changed in the prcfcnt orthography,
for Dorpendun” was the old name,
partly Britith, and partly Saxon, figni-
fying the head of the water rifing
under the hill there.

LEWISHAM; or, The Watery Town.

- MY laft excurfion was to’this place.
I fhall endeavour to defcribe the road
“to it from Bromley, and then give
fuch an hiftorical account of this vil-
lage as may ferve for the information
of its inhabitants, or a guide to
ftrangers.

You leave Bromley by the Lonflon
road, when, having paffed the work-

M 2
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houfe on the left hand, you arrive at
the gravel pits, commanding a rural
profpeét of Sydenham, Clayhill, Bek-
enham Church, and the windmill, on
Bromley Hill, pafling the handfome
feat of Charles Long, Efq. you im-
mediately have a view of London, with
St. Paul’s Church, and the hills of
Hampftead 'and Highgate beyond :
here one of the moft aftonithing views
breaks out at once fuch a prodigious
valley, every where painted with the
fineft verdure, intermixed with nume-
rous villages and hamlets, that it is paft
defcription. Here, alfo, you have the
beft view of the magnificent houfe of
P. Thelluffon, Efg. at Plaiftow ; and
on the other hand, the handfome feat
of John Cator, Efq. at Bekenham ;
* nothing can exceed this profpeét, un-
lefs that which Hannibal exhibited to
his difconfolate troops, when he bade
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them ¢ behold the glorxcs of thc Ita-
« lian plams.

« Here fancy wing thy rapid flight
"4 QO'er oaks, in deepeft verdure dight,
“ Whofe writhed limbs, of giant mould,
«“ Wave to the breeze their umbrage bold.
¢ Bear me, embowering fhades between,
¢ Through many a glade and vifta green;
¢ Whence filver ftreams are feen to glide,
* And towéring domes the horizon hide,
. “ To Bromley’s hill, and fringed Mound,
¢« Where lavifh nature {preads zround
« Whate’er can captivate the fight,
« Elifian lawns, and profpeéts bright.”
Salmagundy ..

SOUTH END.

This is a hamlet belonging to Lew-
ifham, at .an equal diftance from that.
village and Bromley.

The river Ravenfbourn runs through
this pleafant fpot, and turns two corn-
mills; that, occupied by Mr. Nattrafs,
deferves the particular notice of the
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traveller, from its {ingular, romantic,
and beautiful gardens and grounds.
Here are three good public houfes,
and the brewhoufe of Chriftopher
Lance, Efq. :

There are feveral good houfes in
this hamlet; in particular thofe of
Mrs. Flowers; Richard Forfter, and
— Saunders, Efgrs.

One mile nearer to Lewifham, {tands

RUSHY GREEN,

IN a very pleafant fituation, with
houfes on one fide of the road only,
* and the green oppofite; but how it ob-
tained the name, I have not been able
to learn. ‘Lewitham is a village in
Kent, five miles from London, and
five miles from Bromley. In this

- parith is a hill with an oak upon it,

called, the Oak of Honor, becaufe
Queen Elizabeth is faid to have dined
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under it. The original tree, which
ferved for a canopy to this illuftrious
princefs, is long fince perifhed; but
care has been taken to plant an oak on
the fpot, that this traditional anecdote
might not be forgotten. ‘The church
is a new and elegant edifice; a branch
of the river Ravenfbourn runs through
the ftreet of this village, and is a great
addition to its beauty: ‘the village is
one mile in length, has a number of
good houfes in it, but is a place of very
little trade. There isa good bridge
and two free-fchools, one for Latin the
other for Englith, founded by the Rev.
Mr. Abraham Calf, once minifter of -
this parifh, with allowances to fuch
{cholars, as fhall be fent from it to the
univerfity, and left under the direction
of the Leather-feller’s company of Lon-
don.

In the centre of the town ftands the
brewhoufe of Mefirs. Conftable and
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. Fordham, for porter, Aalc, and table
beer: this houfe affords employ to a
number of perfons, and gives the ap-
pearance of bufinefs to that part of
- Lewitham.

I fhall now proceed to quote the
whole of Philipot’s account of this an-
cient and rural village.
~ ¢ Lewitham is in the hundred of
Blackheath, was a manor belonging to
the priory which was erected here ; but’
who the founder was, is unknown;
this alone we find, that king Henry

‘the Third, by a new infpe&ion, con-
firmed it with all the franchifes and
immunities annexed to it: it was,
when it flourithed moft, but a cell of
benedictine mqnics, belonging to St.
Peter’s, in "Gaunt, and paid to them
40s. per ann. as a rent-fervice, and fo
continued, till King Henry the Fifth
perceiving the ill effe@s and impref-
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fions which the influence of priories,
aliens, and ‘their fraternities, might
caufe upon thofe religious perfons who
were his fubjeds, who were altoge-
ther chained by a connection of canno-
nical obedience to them, fupprefled
" this, and fundry others of the like na-
ture ; and with their revenue endowed
that ftately monaftery, which he
erected at Sheene, ftoring it with
Carthufian monks, and dcdicéting'it
in the name of Jefus of Bc,tlilcm ;
and in-the patrimony of this cloifter
did this manor lie includ,ed, till the

total diffolution, in that general {hip-

wreck, in the reign of Henry the
Eighth; and then it returned to the
crown, and there was lodged, till
Queen Elizabeth, in the fifth. year of
her governmert, granted it-to Am-

brofe Dudley, earl of Warwick, who

N
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foon after exchanged it for other lands
with the faid princefs; ‘and the, in the
year 1575, granted it in leafe, for a
fpace of forty years, to Sir Nicholas
Stodart, of Modingham ; which ex~
piring in the year 1605, King James
pafled it away in leafe, for forty years

“more, to Sir Francis Knolls, and the
fee-fimple in reverfion, to John Ram-
fey, earl of Holdernefs, who dying be-
fore the expiration of the leafe, gave
it to his brother Sir George Ramfey,
whofe fon, John Ramfey, when the
former leafe was worn out, which was
about the year 1645, fold the fee-
fimple to Mr. Reginald Grime. ‘

Catford, in this parifh, was formerly
a manor, which anciently was involved
in the inheritance of the Herring-hill
in Erith, and John Abel had a charter
of free warren to this, and other of his
lands in Lewitham, in the 23d year of
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. Edward the Firft; and after this family
‘was worn out, the Lords Mountacute
were lords of the figniory fee fimple of
it; for William de Mountacute, Earl of
Salifbury, obtained by charter a con-
firmation of the free warren, to this
manor of his of Catford, in the gth year
~of Edward the Third; and in this no-
ble family did the poffeflion dwell, till
Richard de Nevil married Eleanor,
daughter and heir of Thomas de Moun-
tacute, Earl of §alifbury, and in her
right, had the title of that earldom,
and the poffeflion of this place enftated
‘upon him, and divers ofthe windows
of the moft ancient houfes in Lewitham
are ftained and coloured with his arms.
This was that Richard, who gave up his
life to the caufe and quarrel of the houfe
~ of York, and with Richard, Duke of
York moft refolutely afferting the
) N2
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truth and juftice of their title to the
crown, perithed in the fatal and unfor-
tunate battle, commenced with the par-
tizans of the Lancaftrian claim, between

~ Sandall and Wakefield; and after-
wards his fon, Richard, Earl of War-
wick (he that broke and pieced up
the fcepter as he pleafed)and his youn-

- ger fon John Nevil, created Marquis
Montacute, by Edward the Fourth, in
the year 1470, fell in that difafterous
encounter, waged with Edward the
‘Fourth, at Barnet, upon whofe ruins
and tombs he built his throne, and with
‘their blood cemented the fabric of his
future greatnefs; but whether upon the.
thipwreck of this family, it came by
_efcheat to the crown, or elfe to George
" Duke of Clarence, fecond brother to
Edward the Fourth, who married Ifa-
bel, daughter and co-heir of Richard,
Earl of Warwick, is uncertain, though
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it is probable he did; becaufe, in a |
great ‘houfe of Mr. Street’s, at Lew-
itham, the arms of the Duke of Cla-
rence ftand empaled with Nevil. In
times of a more modern afpe&, Cat-
ford belonged to the Palfteds, a family
of very greatantiquity in Surrey; for
Hugh de Palfted gave lands called In-
- wood, by his deed, dated the 16th year
of King John, to the abbey of Waver-
fley, in that county; but whether this

‘place came to them' or not, by grant
" from the- crown, or by purchafe from
fome other, I am ignorant; it is cer-
tain that Francis Palfted, coufin and
heir to Richard Palfted, fold Catford
to Brian Annefley, Efg. in reverfion,
after the death of Elizabeth, wife of
John Wooley, and widow of the faid
Richard, in the 20th year of Queen
Elizabeth; and he afterwards dying
without iffue male, his two daughters, -
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married to Sir William Harvey, after-
wards Lord Harvey, of Kidbrook, in
Kent, and Sir John Wildgoofe, fhared
the inheritance of this place. There
were twochantres foundedatLewitham, -
one by Richard Walker, for one prieft
to celebrate mafs at the altar of the’
trinity, for the founder’s faul ; the
_ other by Robert Fitx, who, by the
appointment of his laft will, the 17th of
Henry VIL. devifed that his two houfes,
the Lion and the Ram, in the Stews, on
the bank fide, near London, thould be
fold to build the charity houfe, and en-
dow it with maintenance for one prieft
to celebrate at the altar of the trinity,
in Lewitham church, for the founder’s
foul.” : :
Here ends Philipot’s account: znd
the great fluttuation of property has
put it out of my power to procure the
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Juft defcent of the different pofieffors
of Catford. '

'SYDENHAM -

STANDS on a fine hill, is three
miles from Lewitham, three from
Bromley, and eight miles from Lon-
don, a village in Kent, famous for
its medicinal wells; here is a num-
ber of good houfes, and Sydenham is
much improved within the laft twenty
years; isin the parith of Lewifham,
and has a neat chapel of eafe.

It bears no.mark of its vicinity to
the capital; many houfes were fcat-
tered round a large wild common, and
thofe who love an occafional contem-
plation of unimproved nature, will find
. great fausfattion in a vifit to Sydenham
Common. : .

The world is continually growing
wifer; there was a time, when nobody
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would read a book that had not been
wrote half a century. An Otway was
fuffered to ftarve; but living merit is
now rewarded ; the author of a duo-
decimo volume, if deferving of notlce,
receives it.

Many individualswill difcover fomé-
thing omitted in this ¢ Defcription” as
every man’s obfervation differs more
or lefs from that of his neighbour ; but
let each fingle individual endeavour to
bring together the fame quantity of
materials, they will then judge with li~
‘berality, and pardon my errors..

The Editor’s labours, and fearch are
atan end. To afflit the inhabitants
of Bromley, or its occafional vifitors,

in the ‘choice of their excurfions, is ‘a
/ principle object of the foregoing pub-
lication ; to be an entertaining compa-
nion in thefe excurfions is another; he

’
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has not only defcribed whatever he
found curious in the works of nature or
of art, but where any place has been
diftinguifhed by fome memorable cir-
cumftance, he has not forgotten how -
much the incidental recolle&ion of it
may improve the fources of converfa-
tion; we fhall be reminded, where the
ftatefman mufed in retirement on the
welfare of his country; where a Cam-
den, or a Hawkefworth, enriched the
age by their learned and fenfible pro-

ducions, or a Lyttleton received the
firft convictions of religious truths ; it

is natural to view fuch fcenes with a
degree of enthufiafm, and to confider
the ground we tread as almoft facred.

I am no worfhiper of rich men; I
honor good fenfe, and an honeft mind,
in every fituation of life; fhould Pro-

o]
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vidence, in its own wife and juft dif-
penfations, be pleafed to add to the
number of my days, I fhall refleQ,
with fatisfattion on the impartiality,
with which I have endeavoured to give
this trifle to the world. '

FINIS.



