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IF BROMLEY IS BOMBED

A PLAIN TALK TO THE MAN IN THE STREET

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP

A g rea t deal has been said and w ritten  in  recent 
m onths about Air R aid P recautions, bu t there are 
two questions to which the m an in the street still 
seems to require an  answer. “ W hat should I do 
in the event of an air ra id?  ”  and “  W hat are the 
local Council doing to protect m e? ” T h is pam phlet 
is designed to provide a s tra igh tfo rw ard  reply to 
them  both.

M any hundreds of people in Bromley have 
volunteered for A .R .P . service, bu t there are still 
thousands of m en and women who, for one reason 
or another, are not in a position to offer them selves 
for duty. In  the event of an em ergency they need 
to know w hat is being  done for the ir safety and 
w hat they them selves should do.

The great- enemy of public safety is panic,
and the first protection against panic is knowledge.
T he B orough Council has draw n up a full and 

com prehensive schem e, designed  to deal w ith every 
eventuality  but, for its fu llest success, it depends 
upon the co-operation of you and me. T h is co-opera
tion  is necessary now, before an em ergency arises, 
as well as in the event of an  air raid.

SHELTERS IN THE HOME.
The Home Office have issued  a pam phlet, “  The 

P ro tection  of Your Home A gainst A ir R a id s ,” which 
se ts out fully and clearly w hat you can do to p ro 
vide in  your own house—at sm all cost—a refuge 
room  which will give reasonable protection  ag a in st
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g as , flying sp lin ters and debris. You should have 
had a copy of th is ; if you have not go t one, apply 
to the A ir R aid P recautions headquarte rs at the 
M unicipal B uild ings, or to your nearest W arden. 
They will also be able to give you any fu rthe r advice 
th a t you m ay need about p rep a rin g  your refuge 
room.

M any hom es in the Borough will be provided, 
in  due course, w ith the u A nderson ” steel shelters 
which can be erected in  the garden  while, for the 
more wealthy, there are a num ber of reliable shelters 
which can be purchased  th rough  local firms of 
builders.

DO YOU KNOW HIM?
Do you know where your nearest Air R aid W ar

den lives? You should do, for it is very im portant.
T here are 720 of them  altogether in Bromley, 

divided into 17 g roups, and every one has affixed 
to his ga te  a plate with the words “ Air R aid 
W arden ”  on it. Have a look round next tim e you 
go  out and you m ay see yours. Or apply to the 
nearest H ead W arden, who will be pleased to give 
you his nam e and address.

The following are the Senior Head Wardens of the 
various districts :—

Group N o. 1.—Mr. W. A. B. Young,
9, Shawfield P ark , Brom ley.

Group N o. 2.—Mr. R. Gedye,
13, S andringham  Road, Brom ley.

Group N o. 3.—Cmdr. C. G. Pitcairn Jones,
87, L ondon-lane, Brom ley.

Group N o. 4.—Mr. H. J. M. Marsh,
78, College Road, Brom ley.

Group N o. 5.—Mr. A. Mackenzie,
3, B eckenham  Lane, Shortlands.

Group N o. 6.—Mr. E. C. Sharpe,
23, Tw eedy Road, Brom ley.

Group N o. 7.—Mr. J. L. Venner,
27, G arden Road, Sundridge P ark .
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Group N o. 8.—Mr. E. V. Deplanche,
29, M urray Avenue, Brom ley.

Group N o. 9.— Mr. J. W rath all,
32, G len View Road, Brom ley.

Group N o. 10.—Mr. L. A. Smart,
S undridge P a rk  H otel, Sundridge P ark . 

Group N o. 11.—Mr. C. H. Vince,
T he R etreat, O ldfield Road, Bickley. 

Group N o. 12.—Mr. E. J. Davis,
139, Southborough Lane, Bickley.

Group N o. 13.—Mr. F. J. Paramor,
72, Lakeside D rive, Brom ley Common. 

Group N o. 14.—Mr. R. Proctor,
50, W estm oreland  Road, Brom ley.

Group N o. 15.—Mr. F. C. Leader,
72, Brom ley Common.

Group N o. 16.—Mr . S. C. Major,
43, W hiteha ll Road, Brom ley Common. 

Group N o. 17.—Mr. W . G. Melville,
Brocksyde, 15, H urstdene A venue, H ayes.

R em em ber tha t the W ardens are always ready 
to help you in  any way they can, so do not be afraid  
to take your queries to them.

LISTEN FOR THESE SOUNDS.
In  the event of a probable air raid , inform ation 

of approach ing  a irc ra ft will come th rough  to the 
A .R .P . H eadquarters and w arn ings will be issued to 
the public.

The first warning will come from the siren at 
the Police Station, which will blow a fluctuating or 
warbling note. This will be reinforced by the 
Wardens, who will patrol their areas blowing 
intermittent blasts on their whistles.
If you hear these sounds when you are in or 

near your home, go as quickly as possible to your 
refuge room or shelter, get your gas  m asks and 
settle down with your fam ily to wait for the “  All 
C lear.”  If, however, you are caugh t far away from  
your home, rem em ber th a t trench  shelters have
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been provided at M artin ’s Hill, W hitehall Recreation 
G round and New Street H ill near the L inks E sta te , 
and you can take cover there.

If a raid  should occur at n ig h t, be sure to see 
th a t all ligh ts in your house are either ex tinguished  
or com pletely shielded, so tha t not a g lim m er can 
be seen from  outside.

Above a ll th ings, keep cool and avoid panic. 
Get back to your home if it is a t all possible 

and  rem em ber tha t the best hope of safety for the 
g rea test num ber lies in a policy of dispersal. Avoid 
collecting in crowds, particu larly  in the centre of 
the town.

There will be no special siren warning to 
indicate that gas has been dropped. If there is 
gas about the Wardens will give the alarm in their 
own areas with noisy hand rattles, and, if you hear 
that sound, keep under cover until you hear the 
ringing of handbells, which will be a sign that the 
danger is over.
T he u All C lear ” will be sounded by a con

tinuous note on the siren  and by the W ardens’ 
handbells.

STEPS YOU CAN TAKE.
I t is quite possible th a t you m ay discover 

casualties, or fires, or p roperty  dam aged by fire. 
If this should occur, do not ru sh  to the telephone 
w ith the news. T here is certain  to be considerable 
congestion of the lines w ith official m essages and 
delay would ensue. W hat you can do is to go as 
quickly as possible to your nearest W arden or to the 
H ead W arden’s P ost in  your d istric t and give in 
your inform ation there. The o rgan isa tion  is such 
th a t the news will be passed on to the proper quarte r 
w ith the least possible delay.

W H A T THE CORPORATION DOES.
T he C orporation of Brom ley have an o rg an i

sation fully com petent to deal with every phase of a 
possible em ergency.
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In addition  to the W ardens there is a h ighly 
efficient system  to cope with casualties, w hether 
fata l or otherw ise, fires, dam age, contam ination  by 
gas , breakdow n of public services and the re-housing  
of people whose hom es are destroyed. The whole is 
linked up by a direct m ethod of com m unications.

The m ain report centre at the M unicipal Buil
d ings, staffed by tra ined  officials, can g e t into 
im m ediate touch with four subsid iary  report centres, 
each in charg'e of a Sub-C ontrol Officer, or w ith the 
Police and F ire  H eadquarters, the Waldo Road 
D epot and the four m ain F irs t Aid Posts.

F ire A larm  points, H ead W ardens’ posts, 
W ardens’ posts, Police call boxes and public tele
phone kiosks are all linked up w ith the Subsidiary  
R eport C entres so th a t im m ediate notification can be 
given of any th ing  th a t m ay occur.

D econtam ination , rescue and repa ir services are 
centred  at the C orporation’s Waldo R oad D epot, w ith 
auxiliary parties at B urn t Ash Lane and at H ayes, 
and  full arrangem ents have been m ade w ith the 
B orough E lectrical D epartm ent, the South S uburban  
Gas Com pany, the M etropolitan W ater Board and the 
West K ent M ain Sew erage Board as to the steps to 
be taken if their services are in terfered  with.

TO DEAL W IT H  EMERGENCIES.
In  addition  to the four m ain F irs t Aid P osts, 

which will be clearing  houses for casualties, there 
are nine F irs t Aid (S tretcher) P arty  D epots, a t 
various points in the B orough, each of* which is 
m anned by tra ined  a ttendan ts and  equipped w ith 
tra iler am bulances and stretchers.

To augm ent the B orough’s F ire  B rigade, there 
is the A uxiliary F ire  Service, m anned by en thusiastic  
volunteers and fully equipped w ith m odern apparatus 
to deal w ith ou tbreaks of fire.

T he whole of the personnel in these various 
services have been trained  and know exactly w hat 
to  do in the event of an em ergency, while p ractical 
exercises have enabled the C orporation officials to
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detect and s treng then  any weak links in  the 
o rganisation .

HOMES FOR THE HOMELESS.
Two local schools will be used as tem porary 

accom m odation for people whose hom es are des
troyed and here there will be an am ple supply of 
clo th ing , bedding  and food for the ir use u n til the 
ex isting  voluntary com m ittee can pu t into practice 
their schem e for rem oving the cc refugees ” to p ri
vates houses which rem ain  undam aged. T his p art 
of the work has been as carefully p lanned as the 
res t and hardsh ips will be reduced to a m inim um .

The possibiiify of faf-al casualties has also to 
be faced and a comprehensive plan has been pre
pared, not merely for the disposal of bodies but also 
for relatives or friends to be enabled to identify 
them and, if they wish, make special arrangements 
for their burial.
St. L uke’s Cem etery, at M agpie Hall Lane, 

Bromley Common—w hich should be well clear of 
the danger zone—will be the official m ortuary , and 
su itab le vehicles, with drivers and a ttendan ts, will 
be in readiness to recover the dead and remove them  
there.

T hese are, in brief, the C orporation’s a rran g e
m ents for dealing  w ith the resu lts of a possible air 
raid. It will be seen tha t no th ing  has been left to 
chance or to last-m inute organisation . T he whole 
of the m achinery can be set in  m otion at a m om ent’s 
notice and will work with com plete sm oothness. But 
it  does not need m uch though t to realise th a t its 
w orking will be grea tly  helped if you and I and the 
thousands of other residen ts in  th is g rea t B orough 
u nderstand  and appreciate w hat is being  done and 
are  prepared  to co-operate w ith it.

Let our m otto, then, be th a t of the Boy Scouts 
— “ Be P repared  ” — so th a t we, too, shall not be 
taken  unaw ares and unpro tected  if, in spite of all 
our hopes, the dread calam ity of a war should come 
upon us.
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APPENDIX.

KEEP THIS BY YOU.

The following- is a summary of the principal 
centres of the Municipal A.R.P. services in Bromley. 
Keep it somewhere handy, so that you can refer to 
it in case of need.

Main Report Centre :
M unicipal Offices.

Sub Report Centres :
1. Express Dairy-Company, Plaistow Lane.
2 . Sarg-eant & Collins’ Garag-e, Bickley Rd.
3 . Boys’ County School, Hayes Lane.
4. Hayes Old Rectory.

Fire Appliance Posts :
At the Report Centres. In  addition there 

are posts at the L .P .T .B . Garag-e, 
Bromley Common, and, when further 
appliances are received, at Keston Post 
Office.

First Aid Posts :
The present posts are at the N orth Clinic, 

Station Road; the Princes Plain School 
Clinic; the County School for Girls, 
Nig-hting-ale Lane; and the Church 
Schools, Hayes. Perm anent posts are 
to be erected at Milk S treet (Burnt Ash 
Lane) and Whitehall Recreation Ground.

First Aid (Stretcher) Party Depots :
In addition to those at the Report Centres, 

there will be depots at the Central H all, 
London Road; The M ark Inn, Keston 
M ark; the Crooked Billet, South- 
boroug-h Lane; and B urnt Ash School.

Emergency Respirator Depot :
2 , Southlands Road.
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