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^ h e  Qreat W ar: 1 9 1 4 — 18.

A  TRIBUTE
‘To the fKCe o f

Who T)ied in ^Uhe Ontario ilitary Hospital, 

Orpington, Kent, England,

and is buried in Orpington Churchyard.



From

A N D  F R IE N D S  IN  O R PIN G TO N , K E N T , E N G LAN D . 

To ....................................................................................

No land is dearer to man or woman than that which witnessed the 
■ passing of their dead and which holds the remains of those they love.

The body of your dear one rests in the peaceful village of Orpington, 
in the shadow of the old Church which for nearly a thousand years has 
witnessed the coming and going of men and women of the district in almost 
every chapter of the long history of England.

He lies with his fellow soldiers, in a sheltered corner of the Church
yard carfeted with grass and fringed with trees. Above, in the spring time 
the skylarks sing all day, and the warm Summer nights are filled with the 
song of the nightingale, and are rich with the scent of flowers.

It is no foreign soil in which he rests, he has in truth been gathered 
to his Fathers, for here are mingled the dust of Celt and Roman, Saxon, 
Norman and English dead, whose work and spirit throughout the centuries 
that are past, have made the England of to-day and have created the 
British Dominions beyond the seas. This spirit He inherited, and in it, 
We and You and He are united.

To you he has bequeathed the memory of his love, and of his life and 
sacrifice; to us he has left the recollection of a brave soldier and true man 
who laid down his life for his friends. To us also has been given the 
honour of sheltering his remains and of caring for his resting place.

We wish you to feel that friendly hands will tend his grave, and that 
kindly hearts reverence his memory and sympathise with you in your 
sorrow.

We ask your acceptance of the accompanying account of Orpington, 
which has been specially prepared for you with the object of giving you 
some knowledge of the place, in the history of which you now have a part.

June, 1919.
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FOREWORD.
H IS short account of the history of Orpington has been prepared 

by the local Branch of The Workers’ Educational Association 
as part of a Regional Survey which they are carrying out.

The object of the work is to form a concise record of the life of 
the village from a period anterior to the Norman Conquest to the 
end of the Great War in 1918.

A copy of this book is being presented to the relatives of each 
of the Overseas soldiers who lie buried in Orpington Churchyard.

It is hoped that the history of the village and the account of its 
activities during the War may be of interest to the many soldiers 
who have been cared for in the Hospitals in Orpington, or who 
have been stationed in the district, and to the inhabitants of the 
village.

The compilers desire to express their indebtedness to the 
Authors of the following Works for information relating to the 
village; and in particular to Mr. Frederick Harrild for the loan 
of many of the photographic blocks which illustrate the book.

“  The Story of Orpington.” — Rev, F . Chenevix Trench.
“  Views and Points of Interest in connection with Orpington 

Churchyard.” — F . Harrild.
“  Farnborough and its Surroundings.”  —  /. Harland 

Blandford.

They also desire to thank all those who have kindly contributed 
information relating to War Work in the village.

All communications should be addressed to

T he H on. Secretary,

Workers’ Educational Association, 

“  Cambria,”

Orpington, Kent,

England.
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ORPINGTON:
FROM SAXON TIMES TO THE GREAT WAR.

O U R T E E N  miles from London and two miles to the left of the 
High Road that leads to Sevenoaks and Dover is the village 
of Orpington. It lies at the head of the Valley of the Cray, 

a small stream that takes its rise in the village and runs into the Thames.

The village itself is about a mile from Orpington Station on the 
South-Eastern and Chatham Railway, and consists of a High Street which 
is long and straggling, flanked by the sides of the valley which rise 
gradually to the high land at Chelsfield on the one hand and at Chislehurst 
on the other.

About the High Street at various points little clusters of residences 
or cottages have grown up, but the street itself for the greater part of its 
length has only a single line of houses on either side. In the direction of 
the Thames the line of houses on one side of the High Street continues 
until the adjoining village of St. Mary Cray is reached. In the direction 
of Sevenoaks about a mile of open country lies between Orpington and 
the neighbouring village of Green Street Green.

The district is an agricultural one, there are many fruit farms and 
market gardens, and there is good pasture for cattle, while the “  Buff 
Orpington ”  poultry is famous the world over.

Owing to its easy access from London and to the beauty of the 
surrounding district, Orpington has of late years become a residential 
centre, and many pretty houses and villas have been erected.

The Parish contains 3,357 acres, and the population is a growing one. 
In the year 1377 the population was 290, and in 1821, in nearly 450 years 
it had only increased to 750.

The construction of the railway about 50 years ago led to a great 
increase, the population in 1881 being 3,050, reaching nearly 6,000 in 
1914 at the outbreak of war.

THE ORIGIN OF ORPINGTON.
Orpington owes its origin to a Saxon family or clan. The Saxon suffix 

“  ing ”  in the names of persons means “  the son o f ,”  thus we read in the 
Saxon Chronicle (A.D. 547) “  Ida was Eopping,”  that is, Ida was 
Eoppa’s son. The termination “  ton ”  or “  tun ”  or “  town ”  as it after
wards became, meant originally a place surrounded by a hedge, and hence 
a homestead or farm. Orpington means, therefore, the homestead of the
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THE ORIGIN OF ORPINGTON (continued).

family or clan of Orp. The syllable “  ing ”  occurs in the names of more 
than one-tenth of the whole number of English villages and hamlets, often 
as a simple suffix, as in the case of Mailing, Kemsing or Welling, but 
more frequently it forms the middle syllable of the name, as in Orpington, 
Goddington, Mottingham.

It is thought that where the suffix “  ton ”  is omitted as in Welling ”  
for example, we have the site of the original settlement, but that when the 
suffix— ton is added as in “ W ellington”  we are dealing with an offshoot 
or colony of the original or parent settlement. I f  this view be correct, 
we must regard Orpington as the offshoot of an original settlement, of 
which there is now no trace.

Hasted in his History of Kent states that in very early times Orping
ton was spelt Dorpentune, from the British and Saxon words signifying a 
village of rising springs. There are no sound philological grounds for 
such a derivation. In Domesday the spelling given is Orpinton and 
Orpintun, and at the time Hasted wrote the science of philology was still 
unborn and his derivations are not accepted by serious scholars.

The Saxon settlement in Kent took place probably about 1500 years 
ago; about this time the Saxons settled also in the Coast of Northern 
France, in the neighbourhood of Calais and Boulogne.

Both in England and in France, traces of the Saxon occupation may 
be found in the names of places, thus near Orpington we have several 
place-names ending in “  ham ”  such as Shoreham, Mottingham and 
Westerham. This is equivalent to the Saxon “ heim,”  or home, which we 
find in Germany to-day in the names of places such as Mannheim, and in 
France and Belgium in the form of “  hem ”  or “  hen ”  in places such as 
Balinghem, Masinghen, Wolverghem, etc.

The Danes also have left traces of their occupation of the Orpington 
district in the name of the town of Bexley (Danish “  beck”  a brook). 
The Danes repeatedly attacked London in the years 1013, 1014, 1016, 
their stations being at Deptford (the deep ford), Greenwich (the green 
reach), and Woolwich (the hill reach).

There is ample evidence also of the occupation of the district by the 
Romans, for in the fields around Orpington many Roman coins have been 
found, and the remains of a Roman villa have been discovered at Darenth.

Before the Romans we had the Celts, or Ancient Britons, and the 
names given by them to the rivers and streams of the district remain to 
this d ay; the name of the neighbouring river Darenth, which is an altered 
form of “  Derwent,”  is derived from the Celtic “  Dwrgwyn,”  meaning 
“  the clear water.”

With the Ancient Britons we have reached the boundary of historic 
times in England, but we know that for vast stretches of time in the pre
historic period Orpington was the home of primitive man. We have no 
written records of this time, but the fields of the district are strewn with
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THE ORIGIN OF ORPINGTON (continued).

the flint implements and tools made by the men of the Neolithic or New 
Stone Age. From the character and form of these tools the uses to which 
they were put may be determined, and the habits and mode of life of those 
who made them may be deduced. The larger stone axes were carefully 
ground to shape and polished, but most of the smaller tools were made 
from flakes struck by a hammer-stone from a block of flint, and shaped 
subsequently by chipping with another flint or by pressure with a bone or 
horn implement. Arrow heads, javelin points, scrapers, knives, pounders 
and “ pot boilers”  show that the inhabitants of the district in Neolithic 
times lived by the chase and by agriculture.

The Pounder is a piece of flint in shape and size not unlike a cricket 
b a ll; it bears upon its surface the traces o f innumerable blows sustained 
in pounding grain, roots or other soft material upon a flint anvil.

The “ Pot-boiler”  is a piece of flint about the same size as the 
Pounder, the whole surface of which is covered with a network of fine 
cracks caused by first heating the flint in a fire and then dropping it into 
water. In this way water contained in vessels of leather or of bark was 
boiled.

In the river gravels of the district are found flint implements and 
tools of Palaeolithic man, or man of the Old Stone Age. These are of 
immense antiquity, and carry us back to a time when extinct varieties of the 
elephant, rhinoceros and hippopotamus shared with man the woods and 
rivers of Kent. Palaeolithic man lived in isolated families or in small 
groups in caves, rock shelters, and open stations, and subsisted by hunting 
and fishing.

SAXON AND NORMAN TIMES.
Eadsy, the priest, who was Treasurer to King Canute, purchased 

iand in Orpingtune for eighty marks of White Silver by Hustings weight, 
and in the year 1032 gave this land to the Monks of Christ Church in 
Canterbury for the good of his soul.

Eadsy afterwards became Archbishop of Canterbury; and at the 
Coronation of Edward the Confessor at Winchester, the Archbishop 
“  hallowed him, and for his own need and for all the people well 
admonished him.”

As a result of the Norman Conquest, Odo, Bishop of Bayeux, half- 
brother to William the Conqueror, was allotted the Earldom of Kent. 
He seized several manors belonging to the Churches of Canterbury and 
Rochester, and among them the Manor of Orpington. When Lanfranc 
succeeded Stigand as Archbishop of Canterbury he forced Odo in 1076 
to restore these stolen lands to the Church.

The Domesday Book, which was a kind of Rate Book for the whole 
Kingdom prepared by William the Conqueror in the year 1090, states th at:

“  The Archbishop of Canterbury holds Orpintun. There are
“  three mills of sixteen shillings and four pence, and 10 acres of
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SAXON AND NORMAN TIMES (continued).

“  meadow, 5 dens of wood sufficient for the pannage of 50 hogs. In 
“  the whole value in the time of King Edward the Confessor it was 
“  worth fifteen pounds when he received eight pounds, and now 
“ twenty-five pounds yet it pays twenty-eight pounds.”

A further entry in Domesday relates to the Manor of Mayvil or 
Mayfield, sometimes called Little Orpington. The reference is as follows :

“  Land held by the Archbishop by Knight’s service, Malgerius 
holds of the Archbishop three yokes in Orpinton, and it was taxed 
so much without Orpinton in the time of King Edward the Confessor 
now there are two yokes within Orpinton and one without. . . . ”

Mayfield, the present-day name of the property, is derived from 
Philip de Malevile, a Norman lessee, who in the reign of King John 
(d. 1216) held the land of Richard de Rokesley, the descendant of 
Malgerius de Rokesley mentioned in Domesday.

In the reign of Edward III . (d. 1377) the Manor was sold to Sir 
John Peche, from whom it descended to the Harts of Lullingstone. It 
was afterwards bought by Mr. William Quilter, a leather seller of London, 
who built the present house about 1750.

The house is visible from the High Street and is now in the possession 
of Mrs. W. Vinson.

Some years after his recovery of the Church lands Archbishop 
Lanfranc made a division of his manors, assigning some, and among them 
Orpington, to the Monastry of Christchurch, and others to the Arch
bishopric of Canterbury. The land at Orpington remained with the 
Church until the time of the Suppression of the Monasteries in the reign of 
King Henry V III. (d. 1547), when it was granted by the King to Sir 
Percival Hart, o f Lullingstone, at a yearly rental of one hundred shillings 
one penny and three farthings to be held by him by Knight’s service.

THE PRIORY.
The first record we have of this house dates from the year 1270, when 

Hugh de Mortimer was Rector of Orpington. He was a native of Poitou, 
and by a dispensation of the Pope he held seven other livings in addition 
to Orpington.

An entry in the Canterbury records shews that three of the rooms east 
of the H all were erected in the year 1393. Lurther additions were made 
in the 17th Century by the Hon. Richard Spencer, who died in 1661.

The Great Hall (30ft. by 21ft. 6in.) has an early stone fire place, 
and a fine panelled ceiling traversed by heavy moulded beams of chestnut.

The “  Hall ”  formed the nucleus of the building and around it were 
grouped the sleeping rooms, brew house, larder and other appurtenances.
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The composite nature of the building is shewn in a “  Terrier ”  or inventory 
dated 1635, in which the property is described as follows :—

“  Imprimis.— One fair house with a large H all, one great 
Parlour, one little Parlour, one little Buttery, and one Cellar on the 
north side of the house; one Mill-house, one Brew-house, one Kitchen 
with one Larder thereunto adjoining, one long Entry, two Cellars and 
one Milk-house thereunto belonging on the South; one green Court 
before the Hall, one Garden with apple trees in it on the north, one 
Codline Orchard and one Garden Plot thereunto belonging on the 
south, being together by estimation one acre and a half, be they more 
or less, with the yards thereunto belonging.”

The Dining Room is entirely panelled, and the beams and cornice are 
covered with moulded plaster of the early part of the eighteenth century. 
The Drawing Room has a ceiling panelled in oak and chestnut, and an 
old stone fire place.

In Anglo-Saxon Halls, as in Anglo-Norman Halls, the hearth was 
placed in the centre of the building, the smoke escaping through an opening 
in the roof called a “ louver”  (i.e., “ smoke-hole.” ) The Normans 
improved matters by adding to the hearth a low back wall or “  rere-dos ”  
with a funnel-shaped hood, which from its resemblance to a round cloak 
or “ m antle”  they called a mantle-piece.

The Curfew was a large copper hood which upon the tolling of the 
Curfew Bell was put over the fire as an extinguisher. It was introduced 
into England by King Alfred, and its use was strictly enforced by William 
the Conqueror.

Windows were originally intended for ventilation rather than for 
light and resembled the loop holes in a castle wall or lattices. When they 
were employed for light-giving purposes they were closed by shutters at 
night, and were covered with oiled linen or horn. Glass was employed in 
England for stained windows in Churches in the seventh century, but its 
use was not general until Elizabethan times. William Harrison, in his 

Description of E ngland”  (1577— 87), tells us that: —  “ As horn in 
windows is now quite laid down, so our lattices are also grown into less 
use because glass is come to be so plentiful and within a little so good 
cheap, if not better than the other.”

The Saxon beds among the poorer classes were sacks filled with straw 
which were laid upon benches, though actual bedsteads were used by people 
of rank. A round log of wood served as a pillow. This use of straw 
continued for many centuries, and it was employed even in the K in g’s bed
chamber down to the beginning of the 15th century. Down to the 15th 
century the labourers’ cottages took the form of a single undivided room 
with three apertures, for window, door, and chimney (often with no fire 
place), and a hurdle across the centre to separate the children from the 
pigs, sheep and chickens.

THE PRIORY (continued).
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THE CHURCH.
The exterior of the Church is built of dressed flints, and it is probable 

that a portion of the Nave dates back to Saxon times. In the middle of 
the 12th century it was improved; the Nave was lengthened, the West 
Doorway added, and the Tower was built. The Chancel Arch, the South 
Door of the Chancel, and the groined lower stage of the Tower are pure 
Early English in style, while the West Doorway, adorned with chevron 
and dog-tooth moulding, belongs to the transitional period from Norman 
to Early English architecture. In the stone work on the right hand side 
of the door a small cross is carved, which is probably one of the crosses 
used in the consecration of the Church or it may be a mason’s mark.

Nicholas, of Orpington, who was Rector here in the 14th century, 
in his will dated A .D . 1370, tells us that he built the Porch; and he 
directs that his body should be laid there and that on the day of his burial 
four wax candles of the weight of four pounds of wax should burn round 
his body and no more. Portions of the interior of the Porch are built 
of hard chalk.

The Chantry Chapel, where the organ now is, was built in the 15th 
century. Under the Tower, before the East wall was cut through for access 
to this Chapel stood the Altar of our L a d y ; the piscina still remains in 
the wall, but the Altar was probably removed to the new Chapel. This 
Altar was endowed by Hugh de Mortimer (Rector of Orpington, A.D . 
1253— 1276), with some land which he purchased. Altars endowed in 
order that prayer and mass might be said in perpetuity for the benefit of 
the souls of certain persons named by the founder in his will are called 
Chantrys. In this case Hugh de Mortimer mentions his brother William, 
for whom prayer was ever to be made by the Chantry priest.

The present Screen was erected in 1917 by members of the family 
of the late H. B. Howard, of Bark Hart, to the memory of their father 
and sister, who died within three days of one another. The present 
Screen replaced one erected in 1869. In the time of Charles II. there 
was a Rood Screen of Gothic carving said to be in excellent preservation 
at that tim e; it was probably destroyed in 1809 when the Tower was struck 
by lightning, but the access to it still remains.

The Tower was originally much taller than it is at present. It was 
very severely injured in the great storm in the year 1771, and in conse
quence of the damage then received its height was reduced by 44 feet. An 
extract from the minute book in the Vestry tells us under date June 12th, 
1771, that “ it is agreed to build on the foundation of the old Tower with 
brickwork so far as shall be required to hang the bell, and to build a steeple 
to be covered with shingles thereon.”  John Staples, of Bromley, did the 
work at a cost of ^ 14 7. On August n th , 1809, this steeple was struck 
by lightning and caught fire at 3 o ’clock in the morning ; the bell was 
melted and part of the roof of the Church destroyed. The Tower was 
not rebuilt, and at the present time presents a dwarfed appearance.

10
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TUDOR TIMES.
Some light is thrown on the mode of life in Tudor times by a con

sideration of the food stuffs then in use. Sugar, when introduced into 
this country (in the form of violet or rose coloured sugar) from Alexandria, 
in the reign of Henry III. (d. 1273), was long regarded as a rare and 
costly spice, and was so considered up to the end of the 15th century. 
Loaf sugar was first refined and made by a Venetian, the “  loaves ”  being 
mentioned in the reign of Henry V III . (d. 1547). Garden currants were 
introduced into England in 1533 and were called “  beyond-sea goose
berries.”  Coffee was introduced from Turkey in 1600. Marmalade was 
made from the “  marmelo ”  or quince; in 1514 we read of “  marmalade 
of quinces.”  Orange marmalade is not mentioned until 1729. The 
potato, a plant native to Peru, is described by Harrison in 1587 as “  one 
of the roots brought from Spain, Portugal and the Indies.”  Sir John 
Hawkins gives an account of it in his voyages in 1553; it resembled 
closely the yam or sweet potato of Virginia. The present-day potato 
is largely the result of artificial development and nowhere grows wild in 
the same quality.

In Holinshed’s chronicles we read that “  in number of dishes and 
change of meat the nobility of England do most exceed, sith there is no 
day in manner that passeth over their heads wherein they have not only 
beef, mutton, veal, lamb, kid, pork, cony, capon, pig, or so many of these 
as the season yieldeth. The gentlemen and merchants keep much about 
one rate, and each of them contenteth himself with four, five or six dishes, 
when they have but small resort, or peradventure with one, or two or three 
at the most when they have no strangers to accompany them at their tables. 
The food of the artificers and husbandmen consisteth principally in beef 
and such meat as the butcher selleth, beside sows, brawn, bacon, fruit, 
pies o f fruit, fowls of sundry sorts, cheese, butter, eggs, etc.”

In 1573 Queen Elizabeth, in one of her royal progresses, visited 
Orpington on her way to Canterbury, and here she was magnificently 
entertained on the 2nd of July by Sir Percival Hart at his house. This 
house, which is now known as “  Bark H art,”  is said by Hasted in his 
History of Kent to have been so named by Elizabeth. The story runs 
that on her reception here “  she was addressed by a nymph personating 
the genius of the house. Then the scene shifted and from several chambers 
which, as they were contrived, represented a bark or ship, a sea conflict 
was represented to her view, which delighted the Queen so much that at 
her departure, to perpetuate both the memory of the owner and of the 
entertainment, she gave this house the name of ‘ Bark H art,’ by which 
it is still called.”

In the year 1503 Walter Stable, of Orpington, makes the following 
bequests :—

“  To the high altar in Orpington Church 6s. 8d.
To the reparation of our Lady in the same Church 20s.
To the halloween in the same Church 13s. 4d.
My exectors shall fynde and doo to the fund v. tapers in the

Church of Orpington before the blessed Sacrament and also a taper



TUDOR TIMES ( continued).

before our lady, and a taper before the trinite and a taper before 
halloween. To the said Church 2 new torches of the price of 15s. 
in recompense of wasting the torches at my burying. . . At the
day of burying xiii. priests to sing for my soul, and at my month’s 
day each to have 6 pence.”

STUART TIMES.
Ignorance and superstition were rife in these days; as an example of 

the credulity of the people a small and rare tract printed in London in 
1679 may be cited. The title page of this tract is as follows :—

Strange News 
from

Arpington near Bexley in Kent 
being

“  A true narration of a young maid, who was possest with several 
devils or evil spirits, one of which by the prayers of a pious and 
religious doctor, who came to visit her, was fetcht out of her body, 
and appeared in the room in the likeness of a large snake, and twisted 
itself about the doctor’s neck whilst he was at his devotion.

With an account of other devils which yet remain in her, and 
reveal several strange things, the like never heard before; of which 
the contents within will give you a particular account.

This narrative is attested by several persons of credit, but amongst 
many others by one Mrs. Hoffer, a person of worth and good 
reputation whom you may speake with at the sign of the ‘ Bell and 
Draggon ’ in White’s Alley in Chancery Lane, who was then present 
when this accident happened.”

London. Printed for R.G., 1679.

About this time the Hon. Richard Spencer took up his residence at 
the Priory. He was the second son of Robert, first Baron Spencer of 
Wormeleighton, and was born in 1593. In the Civil War he espoused 
the Cause of Charles I., and raised a regiment of Horse at his own 
expense and commanded it in the K ing’s Service. He also with others 
lent the King a sum of ^60,000. He had many difficulties with his 
neighbours in Orpington and Chelsfield, for here as elsewhere the nobility 
and the working classes were in the main on the side of the King, while 
the gentry and middle class sided with Parliament.

After the Restoration he sought, apparently in vain, some recognition 
from Charles II. for the sacrifices he had made in the Royalist cause, 
applying for the Provostship of Eton and the Vice-Treasurership of 
Ireland. He died in 1661 and is buried in the Chancel of Orpington 
Church. It was his nephew who married “  Sacharissa,”  celebrated by 
Waller, who was Lady Dorothy Sydney, of Penshurst, from whom are 
descended the three noble families of Sunderland, Marlborough and 
Spencer.
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THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY.
The following extracts from one of the minute books of the Vestry 

under date February, 1756, shew that grants on a liberal scale were made 
to needy persons in the parish :—

“  To allow the Widow Peacock 4s. per week, not being able 
to subsist, and to take is. per week from Goody Wharton’s pay, which 
will be 4s. per week.

Item. To allow Goody Walker some wood.
Item. To pay for washing Goody Lee.
Item. To allow James Parkson 8s. per week, his wife being 

ill, and not able to subsist.
Item. To allow Rachel Low two shifts, 2 pairs of stockings 

and apron.”

In 1775 we have the first mention of the choir.

Item. To allow of Three Guineas to be given to the choir of 
singers of the said Parish Church for to uphold the said choir.

During this period the entries in the Parish Registers relating to 
Burials contain short notes on the causes o f death. In the case of aged 
persons “ decay”  or “ old a g e ”  are frequently given; the infectious 
diseases mentioned most often are small pox and scarlet fever. Other 
entries such as “ putrid sore throat”  and “ putrid fever”  may be 
identified with diphtheria and typhus fever respectively. In the case of 
adults the most common .causes given are “  decline,”  and “  dropsy.”  
Mention also occurs of consumption, cancer, and paralytic stroke. In the 
case of young children, “ thrush”  and “ cutting teeth”  are mentioned. 
Death from accident appears to have been rare.

In 1757 an Act was passed by Parliament stating that for all burials a 
certificate must be given that the body was not buried in any sheet, shroud, 
or other garment but what was made of sheep’s wool. The entries in the 
burial registers for this period commence with the words “  buried in 
woolen.”  The Act encouraged the growth and manufacture of woollen 
goods in a peculiarly wasteful way.

THE CHURCHYARD.
The Churchyard has been thrice enlarged in recent years, in 1856, 

1888, and in 1913, by the addition of a piece of land, a portion of which 
was specially set apart for the burial of soldiers of the Great War who died 
in the Ontario Military Hospital. The Churchyard is remarkable for its 
beauty and for the care with which it is kept. It is maintained by a special 
fund to which the inhabitants o f the district contribute voluntarily. The 
Rev. F. Chenevix Trench, a former Vicar, in his book entitled “  The 
Story of Orpington,”  says : “ I met a man evidently a stranger at the 
Lych Gate a year or two ago. He told me that someone had said to him 
in Australia ‘ You have read in poetry books of a village Churchyard and
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THE CHURCHYARD ( continued).

you ought to see one while you are in England, because you can’t see the 
like anywhere else,’ and when asked where there was one near London, 
he added ‘ You cannot do better than go to Orpington, in Kent.’ ”

The Lych Gate erected in 1879 was the gift of Alfred Brown, of 
Orpington, and is dedicated to the “  Glory of God and the memory of 
Elizabeth Brown.”

In the Churchyard are two Yew trees of great size. The branches of 
the larger of these have a circumference of 200 feet, while the girth of 
the trunk measured at a point 5 feet above the ground is 13ft. 6in. This 
tree was planted at the burial of a person named Watson. An entry on 
the fly-leaf of the Parish Registers states that: “ The young yew tree 
against the Church Gate stands upon the grave of John Watson. By his 
desire the aforesaid yew tree was carried before him to Church and placed 
on his grave: 1701.”  A tradition still current in the village is to the 
effect that John Watson was determined that no person should be buried 
above him, and to secure this end he gave directions for the planting of 
the yew upon his grave.

The Orpington Churchyard Cross was the gift of G. W. Burrows and 
was erected in 1895. It bears the following inscription, composed by 
the late Rev. F. Chenevix Trench :— “  In faithful remembrance of all 
those buried in this Churchyard that are with God, whose bodies rest in 
unmarked graves, but whose names are written in the Lambs’ Book of 
L ife .”

The Church and Churchyard together present an interesting picture 
of the changes which have taken place in funerary art and custom in the 
past 500 years.

We have an example of a 14th century interment in the beautiful 
canopied tomb of Nicholas, Rector of Orpington (1370), who directed that 
the bull of indulgence granted to him by the Pope should be tied to his 
body. In the 16th century we have the memorial brass to Thomas 
Wilkinson, who was Rector in 1475, with its Latin inscription of which 
the following is a translation :—

“  Pray for the soul of Thomas Wilkynson, Master of Arts, 
“  formerly Prebendary in the Church of Saint Wulffram of Ripon, 
“  and Rector of Harowe on the H ill and Orpington, who died 13th 
“  December, 1511, on whose soul God have mercy.”

In the 17th century examples of horizontal tombstones may be found 
in the Churchyard, while in the 18th century vertical headstones are 
employed. In the latter period many of the tombstones were designed 
to act as a warning and memorial of death to the passer-by. For this 
purpose they frequently had a skull and cross bones carved upon them as 
emblems of mortality and the epitaphs were pointedly addressed to the 
reader. The following examples may be quoted :—

1731. All you that come my grave to see 
As I am now so must you bee 
Repent in time make no delay 
I in my bloom was snatch’d away.



THE CHURCHYARD (continued).

1825. Reader how short our mortal lives 
Thy Saviour’s mercy highly prize 
Prepare to meet thy God in time 
For the next grave it may be thine 
My Friend be wise, mind what I say 
And live as it were thy judgement day.

A tombstone erected in 1755 to the memory of Mary, the wife of 
John Smith, of the Parish of St. Olave, Southwark, bears the following 
curious epitaph :—

“  Here lieth Mary Never was Contrary 
To me nor her neighbours around her 
Like Turtle and Dove We lived in Love 
And I left her where I may find her.”

About the middle of the nineteenth century several tombstones were 
erected to the memory of faithful servants by their employers. The 
epitaphs they bear reflect the spirit of the time in regard to the relationship 
existing between employer and employed. There is no doubt that they 
were intended as tributes of respect on the part of the employer; but the 
wording and the sentiments expressed seem somewhat out of keeping with 
the democratic ideas of to-day. They seem to be framed as the final 
“ character”  given by the employer to the old servant on leaving this 
world for the next, as the following examples shew :—

To the memory of .....................................

i8r2 ............................. for thirty two years the diligent, sober,
and faithful servant of .................................

1844....... “  He was an industrious and inoffensive man who served
Lady ........................  many years and Mr...........................
twenty years as woodreeve.

Mr.....................................  has erected this stone to
mark worth and diligence in humble life.

The marble cross which at the present day is so extensively used as a 
monument appears to have come into favour in Orpington in the year 1870.

THE WAR CEMETERY AND CHURCHYARD.
In the year 1912 it became evident that additional burial ground 

must be provided for the parish. There were two alternatives, to extend 
the old Churchyard, or to acquire land elsewhere for a cemetery. There 
was fortunately one field left which would serve for the purpose of Church
yard extension, and Sir William Hart Dyke expressed his willingness to 
sell it to the Vicar and Churchwardens on most generous terms, together 
with the orchard then leased by the tenant of Bark Hart, Mr. H. B. 
Howard. A meeting of parishioners was held in the Autumn of the same
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THE WAR CEMETERY AND CHURCHYARD (continued).

year at which it was unanimously agreed that Sir William’s generous offer 
should be accepted, and the purchase of the meadow was completed in the 
Summer of 1913.

The whole scheme of Churchyard Extension when completed will have 
cost about ^1,400. Towards this amount there have been three notable 
contributions, ,£185 from the Rev. W. D. May, formerly Vicar of 
Orpington, ^500 from the late Mr. A. Brown, of “  The Boundary,”  
and ^250 from the late Mr. H. B. Howard. Part of the cost has also 
been defrayed by the sale of a portion of the meadow to the owner of the 
Priory This part of the scheme involved the diversion of the public 
footpath, which now runs straight across the meadow, but formerly lay 
nearer the Priory boundary.

How little could anyone guess in 1912 for what purpose the new 
Churchyard Extension would first be required. For some time it was left 
just as it was, untouched and unneeded. So it might have remained until 
the end of the war. But the opening of the Ontario Military Hospital 
early in 1916 at once made it necessary to provide some special burial 
place for those who would die there. A  portion of the meadow was there
fore fenced in, together with the Bark Hart Orchard, and arrangements 
were made for the consecration of these two pieces of land, the one being 
designated for the use of the Hospital, the other for “  special graves ”  of 
parishioners.

The consecration of the new burial ground by the Bishop of Rochester 
took place on June 14th, 1916, in the presence of a large congregation, 
including many officers and nurses from the Ontario Military Hospital. 
In the course of his address the Bishop made special reference to the 
corner of the new Churchyard to be assigned to the Hospital, and com
mended it as a trust to the care of the parish for all time.

From that date to the present time the bodies of nearly 100 soldiers 
from Australia, New Zealand, Newfoundland and Canada have been 
laid to rest in “ The Soldiers’ Corner.”  The little plot of ground has 
been fenced in and planted with shrubs. The graves have been carefully 
tended. Flowers and wreaths have been laid upon them from time to 
time by ladies of the parish and others, especially at the great Church 
Festivals. In 19x8 the custom was also begun of decorating the graves 

on “  Dominion D ay.”  The Officer Commanding wrote from the Hospital 
on that occasion :— “  I am sure that the friends in Canada will value very 
highly this beautiful tribute which you have paid to the memory of their 
loved ones, so dear to us a ll.”  It is much to be hoped that this custom 
so happily initiated during the war will be continued by Orpington people 
year by year. In paying this tribute of respect to the men whose bodies 
are laid in the Soldiers’ Corner, the memory of their courage and 
sacrifice will be perpetuated and solace will be given to their kinsfolk 
overseas.

On Sunday, the 17th November, following Armistice Day, the n th  
November, 1918, an open air service was held in the War Cemetery. The
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service was conducted by the Rev. T. G. Gilling-Lax, Vicar of Orpington, 
and the Rev. G. R. Y. Fearn, of the Baptist Church, and was attended 
by a large number of Officers and men from the Ontario and V.A.D . 
Hospitals, and by over 1,000 parishioners.

The contribution which Orpington has made to the great cause has 
been remarkable, considering the size of the parish. The Roll of Honour, 
which is admittedly far from complete, contains the names of about 810 
men who have gone out from this parish on Active Service. O f these, 
i o i  have laid down their lives in various parts of the world.

As the number of names on the Roll of Honour began to increase, 
and the toll of sacrifice grew also, a general wish was expressed for the 
erection of War Shrines in the locality. Three were therefore ordered and 
paid for by public subscription, one each for the three districts of the 
parish. On each of them was posted the printed list of all the men from 
the parish on Active Service, and in the central panel were painted the 
names of the fallen. So we are reminded of the union of the living with 
the dead, and of the debt owed by non-combatants to those who “  died 
that we might live.”

It is hoped that the memory of those who have fallen will be 
perpetuated by some more permanent “ stone of witness,”  perhaps by a 
cross erected in the centre of the new Churchyard.

THE FREE CHURCHES.
The Baptist Church is probably one of the oldest in the country, 

its records stretch back for over 250 years, to the days of the Restoration 
of the Monarchy, and it was in existence at the time when John Bunyan 
(1628— 83), the immortal dreamer, was suffering for his religious beliefs 
in Bedford jail.

The first building in which services were held is believed to have been 
a very old Chapel named “  Bethesda ”  at the corner of Chapel Yard (now 
Aynscombe Angle) in the High Street.

There was a second building named “  Zion,”  but “  Bethesda ”  from 
the first was the principal Church.

These buildings sufficed for the needs of the Baptist community up 
to 1882, when the present building was erected on a site generously given 
by Mr. Stapleton. The building is a commodious one and is seated for 
300 worshippers.

The first Pastor in the new building was the Rev. E. White, who 
was succeeded by the Rev. John Scilly, who after holding the Pastorate 
for eight years was followed by the Rev. W. Usher, M.D. The Rev. 
G. R. Y. Fearn, the present Minister of the Church, entered office in 1897.

Mr. Fearn was appointed officiating clergyman for Orpington by the 
United Navy, Army and Air Force Board, and in that capacity has been

THE WAR CEMETERY AND CHURCHYARD (continued).
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THE FREE CHURCHES (continued).

a constant visitor at the Ontario Military Hospital. He also formed the 
Soldiers’ Club which was housed in the Lecture Hall of the Church, and 
has been of so much service to many thousands of soldiers during the period 
of the war.

The history of the Church shows that it has not been without influence 
in Orpington and in the surrounding district. The Baptist cause at 
Bessel’s Green is the offspring of the Orpington Church. During the war 
the services in Orpington have been brightened by the presence of many of 
the “  B oys”  from Free Church homes in Canada.

The Primitive Methodist Church is situated in the Chislehurst Road ; 
it will seat about 200 worshippers. The resident Minister, the Rev. P. J. 
Taylor, came into the district during the period of the war, and threw 
himself whole-heartedly into the work of giving help and sympathy to 
the men in the V.A.D . and the Ontario Hospitals. In this work his 
congregation also took an active part. A special fund was raised for 
providing comforts and delicacies for the wounded, and Sunday afternoon 
tea parties were arranged in many homes in the village, which were much 
appreciated by wounded soldiers who were far from their own kith and kin.

St. JOSEPH’S and St. ANNE’S ORPHANAGES,
ORPINGTON.

The two large Orphanages on the hill-side with their Chapel dedicated 
to the Holy Innocents standing between them, make a prominent feature 
in the landscape viewed by travellers from London to Dover in passing 
along the great railway embankment.

The Boys’ Orphanage was built in 1892, and on July 23rd, 1893, 
the southern half of the building was opened for occupation, a community 
of the Brothers of the Presentation Order having been supplied from their 
Mother House in Cork to t'.ke charge of the training and education of 
the boys.

A community of Sisters of Mercy came on January 15th, 1894, from 
the Mother House of the Order in England at Bermondsey to do the same 
work for the girls, and for some years they and their charges occupied the 
northern half of what is now the Boys’ School. As the numbers increased 
the present girls’ blocks were erected and opened on September 24th, 1900, 
leaving to the boys the entire use of the whole of the original building.

These schools were built for the accommodation of Catholic children 
who become chargeable to the Poor Law Authorities within the Catholic 
Diocese of Southwark (South London and the counties of Kent, Surrey 
and Sussex), and they form part of a large circle of such Schools whicK 
have gradually come into existence round London since the days of 
Cardinal Manning, who was the first to set about procuring proper religious 
education for these children whom he had found to be losing the faith of 
their parents in the schools under the exclusive care of the Poor Law.
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ST. JOSEPH'S AND ST. ANNE'S ORPHANAGES (continued).

The site was selected from a large number of properties that were 
put up for auction in 1891. Owing to the depression in the estate market, 
no property changed hands at the auction, and it was bought by private 
treaty the next day. The estate surrounding the Orphanages comprises 
nearly 60 acres, the Founder, the late Bishop Butt, fourth Bishop of 
Southwark, a keen supporter of emigration to the Dominion of Canada, 
having insisted on enough land being purchased to enable the boys to see 
something of farming in their childhood.

The same Bishop helped to found the first Home for emigrant 
children in Canada, and the Home was named after these Schools, “  New 
Orpington Lodge,”  in the then village of Hintonburg, near Ottawa. 
Many thousands of children have passed from the Schools at Orpington to 
this Canadian Home, which since the amalgamation of Catholic emigrant 
work, is now known as St. George’s Home, Ottawa, the former village 
having now become part of the City of Ottawa, and a large building has 
been added on to the original “ New Orpington Lodge.”

The pious Founder of the Orpington Orphanages little thought 25 
years ago that thousands of Canada’s brave sons, including, by a striking 
coincidence, some former Orpington boys now Canadian citizens, would 
come and establish themselves all these years of bloody war at the very 
doors of the Homes, and there have day and night before their eyes the 
sight of the work he set up here in England, mainly in order to make 
orphan London children into God-fearing men and women and to fit them 
faithfully to live and die in Canada.

Besides former boys from St. Joseph’s, in Canada, who formed part 
of the Canadian Expeditionary Force, close on 2,000 old school boys 
served with the Colours in the various theatres of war, many making the 
supreme sacrifice, others receiving decorations, promotions and commissions. 
Fired by their example the boys now at the Orphanage would not be denied 
“  doing their b it”  too, in the few ways open to them, and all were eager 
to volunteer for the working parties the School was able to spare to the 
neighbouring farmers in getting in the harvest; while the School Band 
willingly gave its services as occasion required to cheer the wounded heroes 
back from the front, or to give a cheering send-off to the detachments of 
the various battalions stationed at Green Street Green as from time to 
time they entrained at Orpington Station for the great adventure.

THE GREAT WAR.
On August 4th, 1914, the news spread through Orpington that Great 

Britain had declared war on Germany, and all that night and for many a 
night following express trains, at ten minute intervals, thundered through 
the station carrying to the coast the British Expeditionary Force. Soon the 
traffic in the High Street grew noticeably less, horses became rare, and 
motor cars, except those used for military purposes, were few and far 
between. Young men of military age were leaving the village in large
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THE GREAT WAR (continued).

numbers either for the Army or the Navy or to engage in munition work. 
On October 14th, 1914, the Village Hall was converted into a “  V .A .D .”  
Hospital. About this time the opinion was general in the village that the 
war would continue to the end of the year. In the early Autumn a con
siderable number of wounded Belgians and Belgian refugees arrived, 
and the High Street listened to the unfamiliar sound of French and 
Flemish conversation. In 1915 Orpington had its first experience of air 
raids with Zeppelins. In February, 1916, the Ontario Military Hospital 
erected on high land on the outskirts of the village was formally opened 
by Mr. Bonar Law. Food became scarce and difficult to procure, and 
many men and some women, cultivated small plots of ground of about 10 
rods, which were allotted to them by the Parish Council or by the voluntary 
action of the owners, for the purpose of food production. A campaign 
was organised to reduce the consumption of bread and to encourage the 
use of wheat substitutes, and in spite of the fact that the majority of the 
inhabitants were employed in agriculture and other occupations involving 
hard manual work, the consumption of bread was reduced to 4 lbs. per 
head per week. In 1917 and in the early months of 1918 air raids on 
the London area were frequent, and strong batteries of anti-aircraft guns 
and large numbers of searchlights were installed in the district. On one 
occasion an aerial torpedo fell in an orchard and stripped a number of 
apple trees. On the following morning the apples were collected and 
two days later were sold in the ordinary way at Covent Garden for 
£2/10/0.  The aerial fight which followed the daylight raid by aero
planes on London on July 9th, 1917, was clearly seen from Orpington, 
and on several nights in that year the vibrant hum of the Gothas was 
punctuated by the staccato rattle of machine gun fire as our airmen gave 
combat. The air barrage was magnificent, but the noise was intense, and 
when continued for five nights in succession, as it was in September, 1917, 
it was voted a nuisance, but in general the village took the air raids very 
quietly. Two Zeppelins were brought down in the London district, and 
the fall of both these airships in flames was clearly seen from Orpington. 
The Zeppelin which fell at Cuffley passed over Orpington about 20 minutes 
before it was brought down.

Throughout the years 1915— 16— 17— 18 the sound of the guns in 
Flanders was heard in Orpington over extended periods of time. With 
favourable weather conditions the sound of individual guns could clearly 
be distinguished, but for the most part the impression given was of a 
continuous series of dull thuds punctuated at intervals by periods of greater 
or lesser intensity. The firing was audible by day as well as by night, 
and on some occasions it continued for several weeks without intermission. 
Not unfrequently the sound was sufficiently intense to be disturbing and 
to cause windows to rattle. The distance from Orpington to Ypres on the 
Flanders Front, measured as the crow flies, is about 120 miles.
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THE ONTARIO MILITARY HOSPITAL.
The establishment by the province of Ontario of a large Military 

Hospital in Orpington has done something more than healing the wounds 
and procuring the restoration to health of nearly 15,000 Canadian and 
Australian soldiers. It has brought these men into intimate contact with 
the life of an English village, and it has brought to the inhabitants of 
the village an impression of the free spirit and wide views of the younger 
peoples of the British Empire, and to both good has come of the 
association.

The Hospital is known as the 16th Canadian General and is one of 
the largest and most up-to-date Military Hospitals in the world. The 
entire capital cost of the Hospital has been borne by the Province of 
Ontario, and the cost of maintenance is provided by the Dominion. The 
Hospital is open to British, Canadian, Australian, Newfoundland and 
New Zealand troops alike, and is a standing tribute to the large-hearted 
generosity of the Dominion.

The Hospital is situated on what is known as The Boundary estate, 
comprising about 70 acres. It stands on high ground about a mile from 
Orpington Station, and about five miles from the village of Westerham, 
the birth place of General Wolfe, the hero of Quebec.

The Hospital was officially opened on February 16th, 1916, by the 
Right Hon. Bonar Law, Secretary of State for the Colonies. Mr. Bonar 
Law spoke in the highest terms of the patriotism displayed by Canada 
and by the British Empire overseas in coming to the aid of the Mother 
Country in her hour of need. He saw in this union a strengthening of 
the bonds linking together the constituent parts of the Empire, and an 
increased prosperity to all concerned. An address was also given by 
Colonel the Hon. R. A. Pyne. Among the visitors present were Mrs. 
Bonar Law, Surgeon-General Jenkins, Major-General Steele, Major- 
General Carson, C .B., Brigadier-General McDougall, C.M.G., Sir George 
Perley, Colonel D. W. McPherson, Colonel Adami, Colonel Drumm, 
Colonel Wylde, Colonel Rennie, Colonel Hodges, Lieut.-Colonel Casgrain 
and Major McCombe, together with many prominent residents of the 
Orpington and Cray Valley district. A guard of honour was furnished 
by the Orpington Volunteer Infantry.

The origination of the Hospital is due to Lieut.-Colonel Richard Reid, 
Agent General for the Province of Ontario, and steps were taken without 
delay to carry out the project. In August, 1915, Colonel the Hon. R. A. 
Pyne and Major James came to England and decided upon the site in 
Orpington. Mr. Charles F. Skipper, of Cambridge, acted as architect, 
and building operations were commenced in October, 1915,— four months 
later the Hospital was completed. The Hospital at first consisted of 
20 wards each containing 52 beds, or accommodation for r,040 patients in 
all. It soon became apparent that additional accommodation would be 
required if  the demands upon the Hospital were to be met. The Govern
ment of Ontario, with the generous co-operation of the Government of

c 21



THE ONTARIO MILITARY HOSPITAL (continued).

the Dominion, decided to double the capacity of the Hospital. The 
extension was commenced in 1917, and a few months later the accommo
dation of the Hospital was increased to 2,120 beds; an isolation hospital 
of 40 beds was also added.

The new wing was officially opened on July 5th, 1917, by the Right 
Hon. Walter Long, P .C ., M .P ., Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
Addresses were delivered by Lieut.-Colonel R. Reid, Sir George Perley, 
Surgeon-General Foster, C.B., Colonel Simpson, C .B ., and by Colonel 
D. W. McPherson, C.M .G., the popular C.O. of the Hospital.

The establishment comprised the following :—

456 Officers (including three Quartermasters).
127 Nursing Sisters, one Matron and two Acting Matrons.
326 Non-commissioned officers and men.

In addition to these about 150 of all ranks have been attached 
to the Hospital at various times.

Colonel McPherson took command of the Hospital on April 10th, 
1916. For several years during his civilian practice in Toronto he was a 
member of the Canadian Militia, and in the early days of the war he 
served in France with the first Canadian Contingent. In November, 1915, 
he returned to England to take command of the Canadian Convalescent 
Hospital at Epsom, where he remained until his transfer to Orpington. 
Under his guidance the Hospital has reached a high degree of efficiency; 
at the same time both he and Mrs. McPherson have endeared themselves 
to the patients and staff and have gained the esteem of all with whom they 
have been brought into contact. Colonel McPherson has been very ably 
assisted by Matron Margaret Smith, R .R .C ., of Ottawa, who has had 
the direction of the large staff of Nursing Sisters. Miss Smith, who had 
already seen service in the South African War, was among the first 
Canadian Sisters to go to France. She wears the Mons Star, a distinction 
of which she is rightly very proud; she has also been decorated with the 
Royal Red Cross, Class I.

Lieut.-Colonel Graham Chambers, Lieut.-Colonel Thomas McCrae, 
and Lieut.-Colonel T. B. Fulcher, have each in turn been the Officer-in
charge of Medicine at the H ospital; associated with them have been eleven 
Medical Officers.

In the department of surgery, Lieut.-Colonel I. H. Cameron, Lieut.- 
Colonel H. Williams, Lieut.-Colonel W. J. O. Malloch and Lieut.-Colonel 
C. H. Gilmour have had charge.

The Senior Quartermaster of the Hospital is Captain W. H. Fox. 
Lieut. H. S. Gooderham, Captain G. R. Lucas, and Hon. Lieut. W. H. 
Armstrong have also served in turn as Quartermasters.

Much of the success of the Hospital has been due to the care given 
to the stores and equipment, but the most important part of the work of
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the Quartermasters has been the feeding of the patients and staff. In 
this department much valuable assistance has been given by Nursing Sister 
R. Macadams, who while at Orpington was elected a member of the 
Canadian Parliament.

Some idea of the vast amount of work performed in the kitchens 
and of the extent of the supplies consumed, may be gathered from the 
following figures which relate to a period of six months only :—

Number of meals se rve d ............................. 448,955.
Cost of rations 
Coal consumed 
Laundry bill 
Water used

,£42,561.
... 5)2oo tons.

£$A°S-
... 17,201,000 gallons.

Perhaps one of the most interesting departments of the Hospital is 
that of Plastic Surgery, under the direction of Major F. Le Sueur. Here 
models have been made of facial and other surgical cases. Duplicates of 
the more important models have been supplied to The Queen’s Hospital, 
Frognal, and models have also been supplied to the Canadian Army 
Medical Corps war exhibit at the Royal College of Surgeons, and to the 
war collection to be housed in Ottawa.

The operating theatre is fitted with every appliance for the amelioration 
of suffering and for increasing efficiency. The number of operations 
performed to the end of January, 1919, was 3,392.

The Pathological Laboratory, under the charge of Major C. G. 
Imrie, and the Bacteriological Laboratories are important departments of 
the Hospital, and there is also an excellent Clinical Laboratory. Mention 
must also be made of the Dental Department, and of the X-ray Depart
ment, which in a very real sense acts as the eye of the surgeon and 
physician and enables them by means of accurate stereoscopic photographs 
to work with confidence and precision.

The number of admissions to the Hospital up to the end of January, 
1919, are as follow s:— British, 12,156; Canadian, 12,483; Australians, 
1,626; Newfoundland, 2; New Zealand, 1 1 ;  or 26,278 in all. The 
total number of deaths during the same period was 182, or 6.84 per 1,000.

The Ladies’ Work Committee, with Lady Amherst as President, Miss 
Swanston as Honorary Secretary, and Miss Lewis as Organiser, have 
done excellent work with the assistance of Mrs. McPherson, Mrs. Wheeler 
Bennett, Mrs. Kendall Barnes, Mrs. T . W. Bailey, and other ladies 
resident in the district, in instructing the patients in all kinds of fancy 
work. In this work, Princess Patricia, now Lady Patricia Ramsey, took 
a keen interest, and herself helped in instructing many of the patients.

A well-organised rota of visitors to the Wards has been arranged, and 
visits have been paid regularly by the ladies of the district. The bright 
smiles and cheery gossip of the visitors, the gifts of fruit and flowers, 
the tender solicitude and gentle sympathy of the women of Orpington have 
brought hope and solace to many a sorely-wounded hero, and have given
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a new meaning to his thoughts of the “  Motherland.”  The Ladies’ 
Committee has been greatly aided in this work by the generosity of Mr. 
W. A. Smithers, M .P.

The recreative and social side of the hospital life has been an active 
one. Tennis for the Officers and Nursing Sisters, cricket, football, and 
baseball for the men, have been adequately provided for in the spacious 
grounds of the Hospital. Garden parties for all, with Mrs. McPherson 
as the genial hostess, dramatic performances in the Theatre, concerts and 
entertainments in the Recreation Room, to which many prominent London 
artistes have contributed, have helped to while away the tedium of conva
lescence. The Sports on Dominion Day and the festivities at Christmas 
will not easily pass from the memories of those who participated in them. 
Twice every week Mr. Spencer May, of the Orpington Picture Palace, 
showed his films in the Recreation Room of the Hospital, and his kindness 
in so doing has brought pleasure to thousands of men. Throughout the 
village and district, tea parties were given by the residents to those patients 
who were able to walk, and in this way many friendships have been formed. 
Local Schools and Orchestral Societies have freely contributed to the 
entertainment of the wounded.

The Y.M .C .A . Hut at the Hospital, under the direction of Lieutenant 
Parker, has been a centre of healthy amusement and recreation which has 
never flagged.

On Thursday, 5th June, 1919, King George and Queen Mary 
motored from London to Orpington in order to visit the Ontario 
Military Hospital to sympathise with and to cheer the wounded, and to 
show their appreciation of the munificent support which the Province of 
Ontario has accorded to the Hospital.

The visit was a private one, the King and Queen arrived at the 
Hospital at 3 o’clock, and were received by Colonel McPherson, Com
manding Officer, Lieut.-Colonel Bowie, Chief Surgeon, and Lieut.-Colonel 
Strathy, Chief Physician. A  tour of inspection of the wards was made 
in company with Mrs. McPherson and Assistant Matron Stronach; the 
King and Queen chatted freely with the patients, and afterwards took tea 
with the Nurses in their quarters. The visit lasted about an hour and a 
half, and at its conclusion a guard of honour was formed by the conva
lescent soldiers and the Royal Party left for London amid hearty cheers 
and a chorus of good wishes.

IMPRESSIONS OF THE ONTARIO HOSPITAL
(By a Lady Visitor).

Yes, this is the Ontario Hospital ! The large house on the right of the 
Hospital entrance is occupied by Col. and Mrs. McPherson and other heads 
of the staff. On the left— sergeants’ mess, men’s quarters, post office, 
church, power house, laboratory, e tc .; in the distance the isolation wards 
for infectious diseases. On the right— officers’ quarters, sisters’ quarters,
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IMPRESSIONS OF THE ONTARIO HOSPITAL (continued).

mess, matron’s private room and sleeping quarters. As we finish the steep 
ascent of the main road in the Hospital grounds we find on the left the 
large kitchens fitted up in the most up-to-date manner. The Canadian 
Y.M .C.A. canteen and recreation room faces us, herein is a miniature 
theatre with raised stage, proscenium and side wings, and a good floor for 
those who love to dance, and moving pictures several times a week and 
splendid concerts to entertain the patients. On the right— pay office, 
needlework room, Red Cross supply room, matron’s office, A. and D. room 
(where all enquiries respecting the whereabouts of patients in the hospital 
are answered with politeness and dispatch). Now we go to the left and 
into the old wing. It contains twenty wards of 56 beds, sometimes more 
than 56 when the convoys have been exceptionally heavy. Turn into Ward 
No. 1, a sister clad in butcher-blue linen, white apron and veil, asks you 
into her room and enquires if you are anxious to find a special patient; 
you plead curiosity only, she smiles and proceeds to show you the private 
rooms attached to the wards, bath room, linen room, etc. How strange 
the Canadian intonation sounds. In the old village of Orpington, it seems 
indeed as if we have joined hands across the seas with our Canadian 
sisters.

There are continuous baths for nerve, shell shock and multiple 
wounds— they have been used with fine results. No. 17 ward is for para- 
phegia cases, No. 18 for tubercular suspects, No. 19 chest cases, No. 20 
tubercular. These two last wards have wide verandahs, and here the 
Princess Patricia (now Lady Patricia Ramsay) came once a week and 
taught needlework to the patients. She also inaugurated the Ladies’ Work 
Association, of which the well known artist, Miss Lewis, was the head, 
assisted by a band of ladies to help carry out the work. The industries 
taught were embroidery, lace, wood carving, bead work, basket work 
(Indian and other sorts), old English embroidery, knitting, sewing, 
painting, and stencilling; and net bags for the blind men.

This is Major Le Sueur’s studio where he makes plaster casts of jaw 
and facial cases. I recognise many patients : now I am thankful to say 
marvellously restored from their original disfigurement. Captain Duff’s 
studio contains paintings of wounds, and facial cases in various stages, 
also his clever invention of painted fingers, and spectacles having the eye 
painted on them with copper attachments when there is no socket for an 
artificial eye to be inserted. Both these talented officers can show you 
other work, exquisite statuettes and charming paintings. We must not 
forget the dental clinic or Colonel Hunn and Major Leslie. Wonderful 
work has been done here, artificial jaws, as well as teeth and artificial 
bridges, have been provided in large numbers. Electrical and massage 
work has played an important part, and we must mention Captain Gilchrist 
and his wonderful X-ray work. Come, we will now descend to Ward 11 
and cross by the gangway into the New Wing. There are 46 wards here, 
but some of the wards are smaller than in the old w ing; it is close to the 
railway bank. Look ! a leave train is passing— Three cheers boys. I bow, 
they wave, and we wave back to them. Those ladies you see so busy with
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papers, flowers, books, cigarettes and all sorts of little luxuries are members 
of the Imperial Canadian or Australian Red Cross; they are untiring in 
their wish to help in every possible way, they will write patients letters, post 
their parcels, do their shopping, cook a little delicacy, or transact money 
exchange. Wearing their distinctive badges, they visit the Hospital on 
Mondays and on Fridays, and they make notes of the various things 
required by the different men in their care, pin their list to their Red Cross 
bags and place them in the Sectional Sister’s Room. On the following 
Red Cross visiting day these bags are ready for them in the Red Cross 
supply room.

Thursday is Mess Night and the Sisters can ask their friends to dinner, 
and there is a cheery little dance later, and an excellent band consisting 
entirely of patients.

The impromptu visit of the King and Queen was greatly appreciated, 
and their Majesties expressed the hope that the hospital, with its perfect 
fittings and equipment, would not be demolished, but used as a summer 
hospital or convalescent home for children.

A. B.

THE V.A.D. HOSPITAL.
In 1913, at a meeting held at Bark Hart, convened by the late Miss 

Howard, it was decided to form a Voluntary Aid Detachment at Orping
ton. This was approved by the County Director, V .A .D . Kent, and 
about 30 members were enrolled. A list of necessary articles of equip
ment was printed, and the inhabitants of the parish were invited to state 
the articles they could lend should the necessity for a V.A.D. Hospital 
arise. The response was a generous one, and in the spring of 1914 the 
officers of the detachment had “  on paper”  sufficient equipment for about 
65 beds.

At three a.m. on the morning of October 14th, 1914, the Commandant 
received orders to mobilise his detachment, and prepare his hospital for 
immediate use. By six a.m. the members had assembled at the Village 
Hall, and had started “  spring cleaning.”  At 8.30 a.m. telegrams were 
received stating that 39 Belgian wounded were arriving at Orpington 
station at 8.30 a.m., and that 26 more would detrain at St. Mary Cray 
at 11 a.m. Nursing members were sent to each station to receive. At 
8.45 the requests for equipment were sent out by hand, and in a few 
minutes articles of all descriptions began to pour in. Never was help more 
generously given by the inhabitants of the village than on that memorable 
morning. The hall was in the hands of the decorators and painters. The 
trustees stopped the work at once, and placed the hall at the disposal of 
the Red Cross. Willing helpers came to the rescue and helped the nurses 
to convert a chaos of accumulating beds and hospital requisites into order. 
Food poured in, and almost all who had cars placed them for the day 
at the disposal of the Commandant. At 10.45 a-m- ^rst warc* was

26
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ready for “  taking in,”  just as the wounded arrived in cars from the 
station, and in an hour’s time 39 patients were in hospital, washed, and 
fed.

As the large hall was not then available for beds the reception of 26 
more wounded became a difficult problem, only to be solved by the generous 
offer of the Misses Lyster, of Crofton Grange, to place their school hall 
at the disposal of the Commandant. This offer was at once accepted. 
Cars were requisitioned, and all equipment for 26 beds that could not 
be lent by the Misses Lyster was transferred to the Grange.

The reception of wounded at Crofton Grange could only be temporary. 
The detachment had, however, time to look round, and in a few days 
Mr. Joynson, of the Mill, St. Mary Cray, placed his institute at the 
disposal of the Commandant. Not only so, but he equipped it completely 
for 25 patients, and in a week’s time the Crofton Grange patients were 
transferred, and were nursed there for a period of about two months till 
accommodation could be made for them at the parent hospital at Orpington. 
During that period Dr. Battiscombe, of St. Mary Cray, acted as temporary 
medical officer, and Miss Furze as assistant quartermaster. In December, 
1914, the Institute was permanently closed as a V .A .D . Hospital.

In the spring of 1915 the Commandant and officers decided to 
re-organise the hospital, and the patients by this time, few in number, 
were transferred to the theatre at “  Sherlies,”  which had been equipped by 
Mr. F. Harrild for about eight or ten patients, and which was very 
generously placed at the disposal of the hospital officers by him. T ill 
then the hospital had no operating theatre, no X-ray outfit, and was on 
the whole poorly equipped.

Acting on the advice of the late Colonel Sir Frederick Eve, F .R .C .S ., 
consulting surgeon to the Eastern Command, the Commandant decided 
to convert his “  B ”  hospital into an “ A ”  hospital, completely equipped 
for patients with operating theatre, X-ray room, etc. An appeal for funds 
was issued, and in about 14 days the sum of nearly ^400 was received.

The large hall, which was now available, was converted into a most 
excellent ward. A  smaller ward was made into an operating theatre 
complete in every detail. The billiard room of the annexe was divided 
off into (1) an X-ray room in which a very efficient apparatus was installed, 
(2) a developing room, and (3) a roomy quartermaster’s store and pantry. 
A bath room and increased sanitary conveniences were added both in the 
main buildings and in the annexe. The transport of patients had by this 
time begun to be difficult owing to the scarcity of cars and drivers, and a 
motor ambulance, the chassis for which was very kindly lent by Mr. F. 
Morris, of Woodlands, Crofton, was added to the equipment of the 
hospital, so that by June, 1915, V .A .D . Hospital, Kent, 108 (Orpington) 
became one of the best equipped of “  A  ”  hospitals, with one of the best 
operating theatres of all the V.A.D . Hospitals in Kent.
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During the greater part of 1915 the patients came in direct convoys 
from France, usually arriving at midnight from the battlefields of France 
and Belgium covered with mud, utterly worn out, and many severely 
wounded. On convoy nights, and for several days after, the strain on 
the staff was severe. The standard of cleanliness of the hospital itself 
was a very high one, also, and no speck of dust was ever allowed to remain 
long undetected and unremoved.

After 1915 patients were admitted from the Brooke Hospital, Dart- 
ford War Hospital, and from the Central Hospital at Woolwich, and in 
addition a large number of surgical cases was sent to the hospital for 
treatment from the different battalions stationed at The Barracks, Green- 
Street-Green. While the cases treated were mainly surgical, yet many 
severe medical cases, such as acute pneumonia, were admitted for treat
ment. In addition to war wounds, cases of acute gangrenous appendicitis 
requiring immediate operation, plating and wiring of long bones, hernia, 
&c., were admitted, all throwing a heavy strain on the nursing staff. The 
“  dangerously ill ”  list was quite a long one. It is a matter of gratifi
cation therefore that out of 1,489 cases treated during the 41 years’ work 
there was not one death to record. Massage and electrical treatment, 
including ionisation for the treatment of joints, played a prominent part 
in the routine work of the wards.

In civil hospitals patients are sent either to Homes or to their own 
home then they reach the convalescent stage, but this cannot be done in a 
military hospital. Recreation for convalescents is therefore an essential 
part of treatment, and was not neglected at the Y .A .D . In was most 
interesting to note the keenness and aptitude shown for needlework and 
embroidery, and some most excellent work was done by the patients. 
Whist drives, concerts, and other entertainments were given at frequent 
intervals, either by the staff or by friends, while a musical play written 
by Miss M. Harrild, one of the staff, was given on several occasions. The 
concerts given by Mrs. Collins at the hospital, and the entertainments 
given by the Misses Lyster at Crofton Grange will be gratefully remem
bered for many a long day, both by the patients and staff.

Another essential is food, and it was the daily effort of the Com
mandant and Quartermaster to give as full, varied, and well cooked meals 
as possible.

And yet another essential for recovery is to make the patients happy 
and contented, and that this effort was fulfilled is evinced by the fact that 
so many letters were sent by former patients to the hospital; thanking the 
Commandant and staff for the happy times spent at the V .A .D . and for 
the treatment received.

The War Office grant was of itself insufficient to meet the expenses 
of the hospital. Gifts in kind were numerous, and always most gratefully 
received, and the deficit balance and those expenses not permissible to
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charge to the War Office account were met out of detachment funds 
generously subscribed to by many of the inhabitants of the parish. A  sum 
of over ^380 was realised at the “  f6te ”  held at Sherlies in July, 1918, 
and a sum of ^500, the amount agreed upon by the County Quartermaster 
and the trustees of the Village Hall, has been handed over to the trustees 
for the repair and re-decoration of the hall and annexe.

Mr. B. D. Holroyd acted as honorary auditor of the accounts from 
October, 1914, till 1918. On his resignation, Mr. J. A. F . Simpson acted 
in a similar capacity.

Dr. Tennyson Smith, who was Commandant from the formation of 
the hospital in 1914, resigned that post in October, 1915, was appointed 
honorary commandant, and went on foreign service in the Royal Army 
Medical Corps. Mrs. Tennyson Smith was appointed commandant, and at 
the same time acted as Lady Superintendent and Matron from November, 
1915, till the hospital closed on March 31st, 1919- It is not too much 
to say that a great deal of the success of the hospital was due to her 
untiring efforts on behalf both of the patients and of the staff working 
under her. In 1918 she was decorated with the Order of the Royal Red 
Cross (2nd Division).

The following officers were in charge of the medical work at the 
hospital for various periods during the w ar:— A. Tennyson Smith, M .D., 
T. W. Bailey, M .R.C.S., C. G. Battiscom.be, M .B., J. Menlove Bennion, 
M.D., E. Diver, M.B. All these officers, who were of military age, 
volunteered for active service in the R.A.M .C. and were on foreign service 
for various periods.

It would be difficult to enumerate the many difficulties that Miss 
Gammon, the first quartermaster, had to meet, when the hospital opened 
in 1914. With almost everything on loan, and many things improvised, 
she walked on no level lawn, and many and long were the “  councils of 
w ar”  held with her superior officers during those first months of war. 
She, however, met her difficulties successfully, was a very efficient officer, 
and great regret was felt when she resigned in January, 1917. In Mrs. 
Lewis, another member of the staff, a most fitting successor was found, 
and she more than maintained the high level of excellence shewn by her 
predecessor. When food was scarce and prices were high she managed to 
provide substantial and generous meals for the patients at a cost which 
compared most favourably with that of previous years. In 1919 she was 
mentioned in despatches.

Mention may be made of the valuable work done by Mrs. Virtue, 
senior staff nurse, Miss M. Harrild, Miss A. Howard, Miss M Phillips, 
and Miss Dolan, in the operating theatre and other departments of the 
hospital.

The massage department was in the hands of Miss J. Allen, and 
afterwards of Miss C. Mason, who joined the hospital as masseuse in 1916.
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From 1914 to 1917 the kitchen department was in the hands of Miss 
Irene Temperley. It was difficult to replace her, and the kitchen depart
ment was run from this date until the closing of the hospital by Miss 
Greenwood, Miss W. Phillips, and Miss M. Harlow, who volunteered 
for the post of “  head cooks.”

Another feature of the staff of which the detachment is justly proud 
was the fact that so many of its members volunteered for active service, 
and served in military hospitals, both in France and in this country. Five 
did active service overseas, namely, Miss W. Tremain, Miss H. Larmarque, 
Miss V. Harrild, Miss M. Williams, and Miss F. Miller-Hallett. O f 
these, three were mentioned in despatches. Six, namely, Miss I. Holroyd, 
Mrs. Cowperthwaite, Miss J. Harrild, Miss I. Temperley, Miss B. 
Temperley, and Miss J. Allen (masseuse) did service in military hospitals 
in this country.

In addition to the regular staff of nurses, a band of willing helpers, 
not members of the detachment, gave valuable assistance in different ways, 
such as sewing, washing up in kitchen, assisting in quartermaster’s stores, 
&c., and without their aid the work of the hospital would have been greatly 
hampered. O f those who helped directly in the hospital, the following 
worked during the whole period of the w a r:— Mrs. Hooper, Mrs. Lidlow, 
Mrs. Hills, Miss Delves, Miss C. Furze, Miss Hooper, and Miss Jukes.

The number of beds in 1914 was 65, throughout the period 1915— 19 
the number of beds was 50. The total number of patients who passed 
through the hospital in the war period was 1.489. The services of the 
Commandant, Quartermasters and V .A .D . nurses and helpers were 
entirely voluntary, a list showing the period of service will be found in 
the Roll of Voluntary Workers (page 64). The following honours and 
distinctions have been won :— Royal Red Cross (2nd division), 1 ;  Star, 
1914— 15, 3 ; Mentioned in Despatches, 5 ; Blue Stripe, 4.

Bright, cheerful, whole-hearted loyalty to their country, hospital and 
commandant seemed to be the motto of the nurses one and all. Their 
services are worthy of far greater recognition than they have received. 
Their reward is the knowledge that they helped to alleviate the sufferings 
of 1,489 patients, and to restore many of them to sound health.

THE VOLUNTEER INFANTRY.
In August, 1914, a Company of Volunteers was formed in the 

village under the command of Dr. Tennyson-Smith, with the assistance 
of Messrs. J. H. Crickmay, J. A. F. Simpson, and E. Livermore, upon 
whom the command successively devolved. Recruits were confined to men 
over the age for military service.

A  shooting range was set up, and four drills were undertaken weekly. 
The Volunteers later became part of the County organisation under the
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title of the Kent Fencibles. Battalions were formed, the local contingent 
forming “  C ”  Company of the 7th Battalion West Kent Volunteers. 
Finally they were incorporated in the armed forces of the Crown under 
the title of the 3rd Volunteer Battalion Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent 
Regiment).

Route marches were undertaken and trenches dug at Knockholt and 
Wrotham as part of the scheme of defence for London. This work was 
highly commended by the G.O.C.

Long-range rifle firing, bombing, and machine-gun practice were also 
undertaken, and anti-aircraft guns were manned and worked in the defence 
of London against hostile aircraft.

THE ROYAL ARMY SERVICE CORPS 
VOLUNTEERS.

I f  the Great War has been responsible for an immense development 
in the means and appliances for the destruction of human life  and 
property, it has at the same time brought about a great improvement in 
the means adopted to alleviate the sufferings of the wounded. In this 
connection, the use of motor transport, with its swift smooth running, has 
proved to be a great advance on the older method in which ambulance 
wagons were employed.

Orpington was not slow to respond to the call for service in connection 
with the transport of the wounded; a corps of voluntary workers was 
speedily organised, and motor cars were loaned by their owners for this 
work of mercy. In October, 1914, the first convoy of wounded Belgians 
was taken to the V .A .D . Hospital. From that time onwards, in all 
weathers and at all times of the night and day no call came for the 
transport of wounded men that was not answered, and every provision was 
made to meet the immediate needs of the men and to provide for their 
comfort.

The Ontario Hospital possessed a fleet of nine large motor ambu
lances, many of which were the special gift of Canadian supporters of 
this Institution.

There is no doubt that a very large number of men owe their lives 
and limbs to the care and efficiency of the Transport Service, while untold 
suffering has been averted in thousands of cases.

The Transport Service in Orpington has been remarkable for its 
efficiency and for the whole-hearted co-operation and willing service of all 
concerned.
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THE ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS 
VOLUNTEERS.

KENT FIELD AMBULANCE.
No. 8 Section (Orpington).

It was not until late in the Summer of 1918 that Lieut.-Colonel 
Yolland, C .B .E ., asked Captain Tennyson Smith (late R.A.M .C.) to form 
a field ambulance in Orpington and district.

Coming so late in the day, when almost all available men were 
members either of the Volunteer units or of the Special Constabulary, this 
was rather a big proposition, but the medical men of the district on being 
informed that the formation of an Ambulance Corps was of immediate 
use, decided to form a Field Ambulance, and appeals were issued for 
members. Over thirty names were given in of men desirous of joining, and 
drills and classes on First Aid were held at Orpington and St. Mary Cray. 
The members were getting ready for their first examination on “  First 
Aid ”  when the Armistice was signed.

St. JOHN AMBULANCE ASSOCIATION.
ORPINGTON AND DISTRICT RAILWAY AMBULANCE

CORPS.
In 1906 the South Eastern and Chatham Railway Centre for Ambu

lance Training started classes in Orpington, which were restricted to 
railwaymen and were concerned with ambulance work in connection with 
railway accidents. In 1915 the Orpington and District Railway Ambu
lance Corps was formed, with Mr. W. Burgess as First Officer and Dr. 
Tennyson Smith as Surgeon. The Corps consists of 50 men, and includes 
a few members who are not railway servants; all members are qualified 
by examination. The objects of the Corps include first aid for accidents 
of all kinds, removals to hospitals, etc.

An appeal was made to the public for funds to provide equipment; 
the sum of ^ 15 0  was raised, and uniforms, wheel-litter, and surgical 
equipment were provided for 50 men. The Corps meets every week for 
instruction in first-aid, stretcher drill, and transport.

In August, 1918, a team from this Corps took part at Regent’s Park 
in a competition for Air Raid Relief Parties held under the direction of 
the Metropolitan Police. Representatives from Ambulance Corps in all 
parts of London took part in this competition, in which the Orpington 
Corps secured the second place with medals.

On the occasion of all air raids the dressing stations at Orpington, 
St. Mary Cray, and Famborough were manned by members of the Corps.

The main work of the Corps consisted in unloading the hospital trains 
and transferring the wounded to motor ambulances. This work was
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undertaken by the Corps at Orpington Station for the Ontario Military 
Hospital, at Chislehurst Station for the Queen’s Hospital, Frognal, and 
loading work was carried out at Dartford and Crayford Stations in 
connection with the hospitals for Australian soldiers. When a hospital 
train left Dover, the Corps was advised by telephone, and met the train on 
its arrival. A hospital train contains from 120 to 160 cot cases, and all 
these cases would be cleared within 45 minutes. In this connection it 
may be stated that the Orpington Corps holds the record for speed of 
working on the entire system of the South Eastern and Chatham Railway. 
Hospital trains arrived at all hours of the day or night, and not infre
quently there were two trains per day. Up to the end of January 1919, 
the number of cases handled was 26,278. The whole of the work of the 
Corps is entirely voluntary, and Orpington has reason to be proud of the 
achievements of this Corps and of the great services it has rendered to the 
community.

THE SPECIAL CONSTABULARY.
When, in August, 1914, the appeal for Special Constables was issued 

by the Home Office, Orpington and Cray at once answered the call, and 
before the end of the month 20 or 30 men were sworn in at Bromley Police 
Court as members of the Metropolitan Special Constabulary. Before the 
end of the year the numbers increased, and soon upwards of 60 “  Specials ”  
were doing duty in the district.

The local force, despite withdrawals due to military service or to 
sickness, has kept up its numbers to the end. O f the original members 
who joined in 1914, twenty or more remained in the ranks throughout the 
war.

At first the Special Constables were under the command of Mr. 
Cecil Berens, who in September, 1914, was joined in office by Mr. W. 
Francis Austin. On Inspector Berens’ health failing, Mr. Austin became 
Inspector-in-charge, which office he retained to the end of the war.

The Waterworks at Orpington were guarded by the Special Con
stables until the Spring of 1915, when they were handed over to the care 
of the Royal Defence Corps. The Specials then took charge of the Gas 
Works at St. Mary Cray, which charge they relinquished in the Spring 
of 1916 to take “  Night P atrol”  work on the lanes and roads of the 
district.

The air-raids added greatly to the work of the Specials, as they were 
called out to “  stand by ”  in case of need. No bombs fell directly in 
the village, but several exploded in fields and orchards in the vicinity, 
and the village was constantly exposed to falling fragments of shells.

In the Summer of 1916 and again in the following year the Special 
Constables joined with the staff of the Ontario Military Hospital in 
organising sports for the entertainment of wounded soldiers, and residents.
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These sports were held in a large field in St. Mary Cray, where over 600 
wounded soldiers were entertained to tea in 1916 and a sum of ^80 
was handed over to the local hospital.

In 1917 over 750 wounded soldiers were entertained and ^ 140  was 
contributed to the funds of the hospital. In 1918 the difficulties of 
rationing and o f transport prevented a repetition of the previous year’s 
festivities.

THE CHRISTMAS COMFORTS FUND.
The Orpington and Crays Christmas Comforts Fund was originated 

by Mr. Guilford Lewis in 1914, who, together with Messrs. Harrild, 
Holroyd and Lamarque, sent in that year a parcel of Christmas comforts 
to each man from the district serving at the front or on the seas, and to 
those who were prisoners of war.

These gifts were repeated in 1915 and 1916 with the help of subscrip
tions from local residents, and parcels were sent to nearly 500 men. In 
1917-18 the work was undertaken by a local Committee. In 1917 the 
amount subscribed was ^409, 534 parcels were dispatched, and replies 
were received from over 300 recipients, who expressed their gratification 
at the fact of being remembered by their friends at home.

The parcels were packed and addressed by voluntary workers in the 
village; they contained pipes, tobacco, cigarettes, socks, scarves, mittens, 
handkerchiefs, towels, together with books contributed by friends in the 
district.

Parcels were dispatched to men stationed in Salonica, Egypt, 
Mesopotamia, China, India, and France, and to men in the Navy. 
T o all wounded men in hospital a gift of 7/6 was made in 1917;  this 
was increased in 1918 to 10/-.

WAR FINANCE.
In noting the progress of war finance, it is necessary to mark the 

stages by which the loans to the State finally became popular and general. 
The first loan issued carried interest at 3  ̂ per cent.; this aroused no 
response from the general public since it was considered to be a matter for 
larger interest. The next loan issued at 4\ per cent, was much in the 
same case. Then followed the issue of Exchequer Bonds, which met 
with more favour on account of the higher interest they carried. The 
great appeal to the public in all degrees came with the issue of “ War 
Savings Certificates”  in 1916, followed by the 5 per cent. War Loan in 
1917. From this time onwards there has been a steady flow of money 
to the Treasury from the sale of War Savings Certificates and National 
War Bonds (instituted in October, 1917).

The scheme of War Savings Associations was promulgated shortly 
after the issue of the War Savings Certificates. The system was simple;
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WAR FINANCE (continued).

the control of the Central Association in London was extended to the 
County Associations, and from the latter to the Local Central Committees, 
which co-ordinated the work of individual Associations in their respective 
neighbourhoods.

The first Association started in the district was at Derry Downs, St. 
Mary Cray. This was followed by that of the Orpington and St. Mary 
Cray Special Constabulary. . Several other Associations representative 
of various interests came forward subsequently and continue in healthy 
existence to the present time (1919).

To the War Savings Associations were entrusted the War Savings 
Campaigns of 1918, in which enormous sums of money were raised by 
means of active local propaganda.

Lectures were given and open-air meetings were held throughout the 
district to explain the aims and methods of War Saving, and excellent 
results were obtained.

On the occasion of the “ War Savings Week,’ ’ the district was assessed 
on the basis of population, and was asked to contribute ^15,000 as its 
quota; in response to this appeal the district contributed over ^50,000.

Contributions from the district to the 5 per cent. War Loan aggregated 
over ^100,000, and the sales of National War Bonds to date have 
furnished a further sum of ^150,000.

THE SOLDIERS’ CLUB.
Among the very necessary contributions to the welfare of the soldier, 

that have been called into existence by the war, the Soldiers’ Club has 
played an important part.

In March, 1916, the buildings of the Ontario Military Hospital were 
nearing completion, and a meeting was called by some friends of the 
Baptist Church, Orpington, under the chairmanship of the Rev. G. R. Y. 
Fearn, to consider Mr. Fearn’s suggestion for the formation of a Soldiers’ 
Club. The Pastor and Deacons very generously placed the Baptist Lecture 
Hall at the disposal of a Committee, consisting of representatives of the 
Anglican and of the Free Churches in the district, elected to manage the 
Club. Mr. Frank Pipe was Secretary to the Committee, and thanks to 
his energy and to the able assistance of his wife, billiard and bagatelle 
tables, furniture, games, and books were generously lent for the use of 
the Club. Flags and decorations and a large stock of writing materials 
were also supplied. Within ten days of the initial meeting of the Com
mittee the Club was opened, completely furnished, and fitted with an 
excellent canteen for refreshments. The success of the Club was instan
taneous and it has been sustained by the persistent effort and the willing 
service o f those who voluntarily devoted themselves to the interests of the 
soldiers. The attendances in the past year reached 2,000 weekly.
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THE SOLDIERS’ CLUB (continued).

Members of the Honourable Artillery Company, the Welsh Guards, 
and the London Regiment stationed at Green Street Green, some two 
miles out of Orpington, constantly made use of the Club. Every after
noon a pilgrimage took place between the Ontario Military Hospital and 
the Club. It was a pathetic sight, this procession of the maimed and 
halt, on crutches, in wheeled chairs and carriages, leaning on sticks or 
on a friendly comrade’s arm, bearing in their bodies the sign manual of 
the sacrifices they had made to serve the Empire in her need. At the 
Club all troubles were forgotten, friendships were formed, and new links 
were forged between the Mother Country and her Dominions and Depen
dencies beyond the seas.

ADMINISTRATION OF RELIEF FROM 
PUBLIC FUNDS.

The administration of the public funds voted by Parliament for the 
(relief of dependents of soldiers and sailors was undertaken in Orpington 
by Miss Howard and Miss Delves, in Chelsfield and Green Street Green 
by Mrs. Butler, and in St. Mary Cray and St. Paul’s Cray by Miss Berens.

The administration of public funds for, and the granting of relief 
to disabled soldiers and sailors was undertaken by Mr. Guilford Lewis in 
1917 ; from 1918 to the present time the work has been undertaken by 
Mr. Herbert Virtue, and has grown to large proportions.

The organisation of the work in the district of which Orpington and 
the surrounding villages formed a part was under the direction of Mrs. 
Coles Child, assisted by Mr. Kenneth E. Chalmers.
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T H E  O L D  M I L L ,  O R P IN G T O N , AT T H E  S O U R C E  OF T H E  RIVER C R A Y.
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M A Y F I E L D .  T H IS  P R O P E R T Y  D E R IV E D  IT S  N A M E  FROM

M A L E V I L E ,  A NO RM AN L E S S E E ,  W HO H E L D  T H E M ANOR IN THE 

T H E  P R E S E N T  H O U S E  W A S  B U I L T  IN 1 750 .

P H IL IP  DE 

YE A R  I I I I .
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GARD EN E N T R A N C E  T O  T H E  P R IO R Y ,  O R P IN G T O N , T H E  R E S I D E N C E  OF

HUGH DE M O R T IM E R , 1 S T  R E C TO R  O F  O R P IN G T O N  ( 1 2 5 3 ----1 2 7 6 ) ,  AND

A R C H D E A C O N  O F  C A N T E R B U R Y .
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T H E  H A L L  OF T H E  PRIORY. HERE “  IN T H E  H A L L  O F M Y  R E C TO R Y AT 

O R P I N G T O N ,”  H U G H  DE M O R T IM E R  IN T H E  YE A R 1 2 7 0  H E L D  HIS C O U R T  

T O  D E T E R M IN E  A C A U S E  A F F E C T IN G  M O N K S  H O R TO N  PR IO R Y.

40



THE OLD GATEWAY, F R O N T  E N T R A N C E  TO T H E  P R IO R Y .
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T H E  N O R T H  S I D E  O F  A L L  S A I N T S ’ C H U R C H .  O N E  O F  T H E  T W O  C H U R C H E S  

IN T H E  M A N O R  O F  O R P I N G T O N  M E N T I O N E D  IN T H E  D O M E S D A Y  B O O K .
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T H E  W E S T  D O O R W A Y ,  W IT H  I T S  H O L Y  W A T E R  S T O O P ,  

IS  A G O O D  E X A M P L E  O F  T H E  T R A N S IT IO N  F R O M  

N O R M A N  T O  E A R L Y  E N G L I S H  A R C H IT E C T U R E ,
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T H E  C H A N T R Y  C H A P E L  W A S  E N D O W E D  B Y  H U G H  DE M O R T IM E R

( 1 2 5 3 ----1 2 7 6 )  IN ORDER T H A T  PR A YER  M IG H T  E V E R  BE M A D E  FOR

T H E  S O U L  OF H IS  B R O T H E R , W I L L I A M  D E M O R T IM E R ,
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T H E  B R A S S  O F  T H O M A S  W I L K I N S O N ,  R E C TO R  O F  

O R P IN G T O N , 1 4 7 5 .  T H E  B R A S S  IS  O Y E R  3 F T .  HIGH 

AND S H E W S  T H E  R E C T O R  IN C O P E ,  A L M U C E ,  S U R P L I C E  

AND  A L B .
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T H E  L Y C H  G A T E  T O  T H E  C H U R C H Y A R D . A L Y C H  G A T E  OR C O R P S E  G A T E  

IS  A  C H U R C H Y A R D  G A T E  W IT H  A PO R C H  U N D E R  W H IC H  A BIER M A Y  S T A N D  

W H IL E  T H E  I N T R O D U C T O R Y  P A R T  O F  T H E  B U R IA L  S E R V I C E  IS  READ.
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I N S I D E  T H E  L Y C H  G A T E . T H E  P A T H  T O  T H E  C H U R C H .
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T H E  Y E W  TREE. T H E  B R A N C H E S  O F  T H IS  T R E E  ARE 200 F E E T  IN 

C IR C U M F E R E N C E ,  T H E  G IRTH O F  T H E  T R U N K  5 F T .  A B O V E  T H E  G RO U N D  

IS  I 3 F T .  6 l N .  IT  W A S  P L A N T E D  ON T H E  G R A V E  O F  JOHN W A T S O N  IN 1 7 0 1 .

48



6f

A H X SaA  3H X OX HIVcI ‘aavAHDanHD shx



T H E  C H U R C H Y A R D  C R O S S .  T H IS  C R O S S  W A S  E R E C T E D  IN F A I T H F U L  

R E M E M B R A N C E  OF A L L  T H O S E  B U R IE D  IN T H E  C H U R C H Y A R D  W H O S E  

B O D IE S  R E S T  IN U N M A R K E D  G R A V E S .
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Olaue Southwark who Died 
March |h e :iv : 17c < A g e d

JCere Jj/eth Tfl* ry  Never Was Contra r 
7 o  m e  nor ker Nergntours Around h er  
«&ke turtle Dooe We Jived Jn Jove  
A n d  3 ofeft her  "Where 3  mayoFindker

A lfo  h e r e  L ie th  t h e  B o d y  o f
John Sm it h  Hufband o f ;
the  a b o v e  MARY §MTTH j 
who departed this LlfeAugft2 4 ! 
1 7 7 0  m  t h e  S 6  Y e a r  o f  h i s  Age ]

T H E  T O M B  O F  M A R Y ,
W IF E  O F  JO H N  S M I T H ,  O F  S O U T H W A R K , 17 55-
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M E M B E R S  OF T H E  O N T A R I O  H O S P I T A L  S T A F F ,  W H O H A V E  JU S T  C O M P L E T E D  T H E  D E C O R A T I O N  OF 

T H E  G R A V E S  O F  F A L L E N  C O M R A D E S  IN T H E  “ C A N A D I A N  C O R N E R ”  OF O R P IN G T O N  C H U R C H Y A R D ,

ON D O M IN IO N  D A Y ,  1 9 1 8 .



C O L O N E L  D. W . M C P H E R S O N , C . M . G . ,  C O M M A N D IN G  

O F F I C E R ,  O N TA R IO  H O S P I T A L ,  O R P IN G T O N .

_
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P R E S E N T I N G  M I L I T A R Y  M E D A L S  A T T H E  ON TA R IO  H O S P I T A L ,  O R P IN G T O N ,

3 0 T H  O C T O B E R , 1 9 1 8 .
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VOTING AT THE ONTARIO HOSPITAL, ORPINGTON, IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE DOMINION ELECTIONS, 1ST DECEMBER, 1917.
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Q U E E N  M A R Y  AT T H E  ON TA R IO  H O S P I T A L ,  

5T H  JU N E ,  1 9 1 9 .
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STAFF OF THE V .A .D . HOSPITAL.



HIGH S T R E E T ,  O R P IN G T O N . C O T T A G E  B U I L T  B Y  “  M . R . ”  IN 1 6 3 5 .  D U RING  T H E  W AR 

T H IS  C O T T A G E  W A S  U S E D  AS T H E  H E A D Q U A R T E R S  OF T H E  S P E C I A L  C O N S T A B U L A R Y .



T H E  O R P IN G T O N  BRANCH  O F  T H E  L O N D O N  C O U N T Y ,  W E S T M I N S T E R  AND  

P A R R ’ S B A N K .  T H E  S A L E S  O F  5 PE R  C E N T .  W AR L O A N  IN T H E  D I S T R I C T  

W E R E  O V E R  ^ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  A N D  O F  W AR B O N D S  ^ 1 5 0 , OOO.
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The Victorious Dead.

OW, in this morning of a nobler age,
Though night-born eyes long taught to fear the sun, 
Would still delay the world’s great heritage.
Make firm, O God, the peace our dead have won.

For Folly shakes the tinsel on its head,
And points us back to darkness and to hell, 
Cackling “  Beware of visions,”  while our dead 
Still cry “  It was for visions that we fe ll.”

They never knew the secret game of power;
All that this earth can give they thrust aside; 
They crowded all their youth into an hour,
And, for one fleeting dream of right, they died. 
Oh, if  we fail them in that awful trust,
How should we bear those voices from the dust?

aSJ o£7 o£7

L IT T L E  while we may not see their eyes
Or touch their hands, for they are far too near; 
But soul to soul, the life that never dies 
Speaks to the life  that waits its freedom here.

They have made their land one living shrine, their words 
Are breathed in dew and whiteness from the bough;
And, where the may-tree shakes with song of birds,
Their young unwhispered joys are singing now.

By meadow and mountain, river and hawthorn-brake,
In sacramental peace, from sea to sea,
The land they loved grows lovelier for their sake,
Shines with their hope, enshrines their memory;
Communes with heaven again, and make us whole 
Through man’s new faith in man’s immortal soul.

A L F R E D  N O YE S.

oSJ a£3 a-£J
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Orpington Roll of Honour.
Orpington Men who have fallen in the War.

John Bailey.

Richard Banks.
Harold Bicknell.
Reuben Croucher.

Robert Deadman.
Leo Albert Fletcher.
Reginald William Gilruth. 

Wilfred Haslam (Lieut.).
Fred Harper.
Harold A. Ironside (Major). 

Stewart Miller-Hallett (Lieut.). 
Gilbert William Morris (Lieut.). 

Ernest Nelms.
Thomas Francis Phillips. 
Thomas Redford.

Geoffrey Herbert Smith (Lieut.). 
Alfred George Terry.

Percy William Upton.

Archibald Wallis.
Herbert William Walker. 

Geoffrey Arthur Westlake. 

Ernest White.
Alan Tennyson-Smith (Lieut.). 

William Frank Smith.

William Nicholas.
William George Gillham.

Arthur Thomas Gilruth.

Alfred Bassett.
William Hugh Woolhead. 
Frederick King.
Edward Croucher.
Lawson Walton Austin.

John Edwards.

Herbert Michael Gammon.
John Grimsley.

Ernest Percival Healey.
James Hodson.
Philip Walter Johnson (Lieut.). 

Duncan Blackett Morris (Captain). 
Clive Wilson Morris (Lieut.). 
Bertram Pepper.

Herbert Thomas Phillips.
B. H. Rowles (Lieut.).

Thomas George Smith.
George Tickner.
Henry Wallis.

Harry Martin White.
Arthur Weeden.

Leslie Williams (Lieut.).
Harry Price.

William Gurney White (Lieut.). 
Walter Pateman.
Henry Douglas Steer.

Albert John Miles.
Alfred Redford.
George Dyke.
Frederick Prior.

Stephen Charles Mewes.
Sidney Bearman.
Alfred Buckwell.

Walter Edward Ranger.
Harry James Minns.

George Canfield.
Wilfred Saunders.
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ORPINGTON ROLL OF HONOUR (continued).

William Charles Langridge.

Fred Lewis Diver.

Walter Thomas Blundell.

Charles Barnes.

Frederick Charles Harris.

John Rogers.

Herbert O. Arnold.

Lawson Akhurst Smith.

John Alfred Westbrook.

John Banks.
Joseph Bates.

Henry Richard Court.

W ilfred Davis (Captain).

Charles Hayes.
William Weeden.

William Moore (Lieut.).

George Goodhew.

Malcolm Saunders Pettitt (Lieut.). 

Frederick Walter Warner.

Arthur Tricker.
Reginald Chenevix Trench (Major). 

Walter Edward Ranger.

Guy Davis (Lieut.).
Edwin Wylde.

Benjamin Thomas Wallis.
William Thomas Grimsley.

William Matthew Baker.

William Morrison.

Albert Rodbourne.

James Thomas McRedmond. 

Harry Lock.

Sidney Ernest Johnson.

George Cecil Waterman.

Frederick Osborne.

Henry Daley.

Leoline Jenkins (Lt.-Col., d.s.o.). 
Percy William Tickner.

Alfred Warne.
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Roll of Voluntary War Workers 

in Local Associations. «£

THE V.A.D. HOSPITAL.

Officers :

Hon. Commandant: A. T ennyson-Smith, M .D., C .M ., 1915. 

Commandants: A. T ennyson-Smith, M.D., 1914— 15.

Mrs. T ennyson-Smith, R .R .C ., 1915— 19.

Lady Superintendent: Mrs. T ennyson-Smith, R .R .C ., 1914— 19. 

Quartermasters: M iss Gammon, 1914— 1 7 ;  Mrs. L ew is, 1917— 19.

Nurses :

Miss Dolan.
Mrs. Green.
Miss Greenwood. 
Miss J. Harrild. 
Miss M. Harrild

Over Four Years' Service:

Miss V. Harrild. Miss I. Temperley.
Miss H. Howard. Miss W. Tremain.
Miss H . Lamarque. Mrs. Tyrer.
Miss F . Miller-Hallett. Mrs. Virtue.
Miss M. Phillips.

Over Three Years' Service:

Miss M. Harlow. Miss G. May. Miss M. Williams.
Miss C. Mason. Miss I. May.

Mrs. C. Berens.
Miss Bickmore.
Mrs. Cowperthwaite.

Over Two Years' Service:

Mrs. Fuller.
Miss I. Holroyd. 
Mrs. W. Howard.

Miss W. Phillips. 
Miss B. Temperley. 
Mrs. E. Waring.

Miss J. Allen. 
Mrs. Challen. 
Mrs. Gibbs.

Over One Year's Service:

Miss R. Harrild. 
Miss L. Morris. 
Miss Pharazyn.
Miss A. Temperley.

Miss H. Townsend. 
Miss M. Townsend. 
Mrs. Trench.
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TH E V.A.D. HOSPITAL (continued).

Under One Year's Service:
Miss Barfoot. 
Mrs. Cremer. 
Miss Farmer. 
Mrs. Ferguson,

Mrs. Baines.
Miss Blandford.
Miss Challen.
Mrs. Chisholm.
Mrs. Corbin.
Miss Delves.
Miss Dight.
Dorcas Sewing Party. 
Miss Furze.
The Girl Guides.

Mrs. Fooks.
Mrs. A. Harris. 
Miss Harris. 
Miss Haslam. 
Mrs. Hoare.

H eifers:

Mrs. Hicklin. 
Mrs. Hills.
Miss Hooker. 
Miss Howard. 
Miss Jukes.
Miss Larmarque. 
Mrs. Lidlow. 
Mrs. Morum. 
Mrs. Ovenden. 
Miss Pocknall.

Miss M. Lewis. 
Mrs. Mason. 
Mrs. Simpson. 
Mrs. Symonds.

Mrs. Scarlett.
Mrs. Steede.
Mrs. Sykes.
Mrs. Tremain.
Mrs. Venn.
Mrs. Welfare.
Miss Wildish.
Mrs. Wright.
St. Paul’s Cray 

Working Party.

VOLUNTEER TRAINING CORPS (Infantry).

W. J. Abbott.
W. Allen.
E. E . Batchelor. 
Q. W. Bailey.

*G. Barham.
A. W. Barrett.
L. C. Bell.
W. Bennett.
T . P. Benson.
F. B. Best.
H. J. Bevan.
T. Bicknell.

*J. H. Blandford.
G. E. Bouner. 

*G. W. Booth.
G. W. Borer.
H. J. Bowers.
J. Boyce.
I. H. Brooks.
S. T . Bryant.
W. H. Bryant.
G. A. Burgess.

*W. E. Burton.

*A. E. Buss.
P. Butchart.
W. R. Cameron.
W. Carn.
J. H. Chantler.
F. J. Collins.
G. H . Collins.

*G. Cooling.
*W. R. Cope.

E. M. H . Corbin.
H . Courtness.

*F . Cousins.
A. G. Cowl rick.
J. H . Crickmay.
J. Cross.
B. D. Cummings.
W. B. Cunningham.
C. W. Dabner.

*G. R. Dalien.
N. H. Dannatt.
W. Darby.
W. H . Davies.

*S. C. Dawton.

J. W. Dulton.
*J. Ellard.
*H . Edwards.

C. E. Fairbank.
G. Fairance.
G. A. Farris.
J. R. B. Feamley. 
T . F ife.
E. A. A. Francis.
A. G. Fremlin.
J. N. Fuller.
C. G. Garland.
D. W. Gayfer.
J. Geary.
W. G. Gillham.
A. Gilruth.
G. Goshawk.
H. Green.

*J. Greenwood.
W. Green.
J. W. Griffin.

*A. G. Grimes.
*J. Hawes.
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VOLUNTEER TRAINING CORPS ( continued).

F. Hannam.
H. Harris.
C. Hartup.

*G. Hatcher.
T . W. Hicklin.
A. H. H ill.
K . A. H ill.
T. C. Hoar.
H. Hodson.

*T . Holmes.
S. Hutchison.
T . Hutchison.
A. J. Ingram.
L. Jordan.
J. H. King.
C. H. Kirby.
G. O. Kirlew.
F. W. Larkin.
H. Lawrance.
G. A. Ledgard.
B . H . Levin.

*W. W. Lewry.
*E. G. Livermore.
W. Loft.

*F . Lord.
A. P. Lowson.

*A. N. Lubbock.
H. N. Lubbock. 
Hon. N. Lubbock. 
L. Masters.
W. F . Masters.
P. J. Mayatt.

*G. B. Mercer.
*R. G. Mewes.
*T . C. Miles.
*H . J. Mills.

W. Mitchell.
H. O. Morgan.
C. Morris.
F. R. Morris.
G. N. Murton.
W. Musgrave.
H. B. Nash.
W. F . Nelson.

R. L. S. Nuthall.
G. E. Osborne.

*H. Padmore.
F. W. Paice.

*W. J. Pelly.
E. W. Penfold.
C. Percy Jones.
F . Phillips.
A. H. Pickering.
J. H. Pillman.
H. Pink.
G. W. Potter.
F. R. Prentice.
H. C. Price.
N. J. Price.
F . Purley.
F. K. Pyrke.
W. Reeves.
F. L. Rixon.
H. S. Robinson.
J. Rogers.
G. F . Rowe.
S. G. Rowles.
W. Rudland.

*G. Sampson.
J. W. Sampson.
G. Savage.
H. Savage.
J. Sawyer.
E. C. H. Sheppard. 
A. W. Simmonds.
J. A. F. Simpson.
R. Smallwood.
F. Smith.
W. F. Smith.
F. Sparks.
F. Stanger.
G. E. Stemp.
W. Strudwick.
H. Sutton.
W. C. Swindon.
A. Taylor.
A. W. Taylor.
W. R. Taylor.

A. Tennyson-Smith. 
W. Terry.
J. W. Thomas.
F. C. Thompson.
W. Thompson (sen.). 
W. Thompson (jun.). 

*E. R. Tickner.
*J. V. Tickner.

E. J. Toms.
P. Townsend.
F. Tremain.
P. Tuson.
A. C. Venn.
W. F . Venn.

*D. W. Venus.
W. H. Viccars.
F. Waller.

*H . J. Wallis.
W. P. Wallis.
A. Warner.
W. Weatherley.
W. A. Webb.

*J. Weeden.
A. J. Wells.
F. W. Wells.
G. H. Wells.
J. T. Wells.

*W. H. Wells.
T . A. Weston.
A. J. Wheatley.
W. J. Wheeler.

*T. E. White.
J. Whitebread.

*M. H. Whittington. 
*A. E. Wild.

P. Wiles.
J. W. H. Williams. 
C. F. Willis.
H. Willoughby.
A. P. Wilson.

*T. J. Wood.
W. A. Wood.

*G. Woods.

* Member of Volunteers at the Armistice.
4 ,
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ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS VOLUNTEERS. 

Kent Field Ambulance. No. 8. Section.

O F F IC E R S .

Major A. T ennyson-Smith (commanding).

Captain J. Menlo ye  Bennion.

Captain T. W. Bailey.

Lieutenant Challen (Quartermaster).

G. Annetts.
T . A. D. Ashbee. 
J. Ball.
E. C. Bell.
S. R. Burton.
W. W. Burton.
C. Champkins.
A. Collings.
F. Ferridge.

Men:

S. B. French.
H. Glassup.
H. Haywood.
C. F. Hindle.
H. T. Humphreys. 
H. A. Knupton.
G. E. Platt.
W. R. Reeves.
W. Saunders.
G. Savage.

E. J. Taylor.
H. T. Townsend.
E. Ward.
J. Wells.
G. P. White.
C. F. Willis.
G. W. Wise.
S. Wood.
W. A. Wood.

THE ROYAL ARMY SERVICE CORPS 
VOLUNTEERS.

J. Alexander. 
Dr. Bailey.
S. B. Chandly, 
W. H. Cook. 
Miss Haines.

G. Hall.
C. W. Henderson. 
C. W. Higgs.
B. D. Holroyd. 
Miss Howard.

G. W. Lancaster.
D. Pattullo.
Dr. Tennyson-Smith.
F. Tremain.

NIGHT ORDERLIES AT THE V.A.D. HOSPITAL.

F. Best.
J. H. King. 
W. Newman.

P. T. Sampson. 
A. Skinner.
F. Tremain.

G. Wells (sen.). 
G. Wells (jun.).
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St. JOHN AMBULANCE CORPS,
First Officer: H. B urgess. 
Second Officer: J. Samson.

Sgt. P. Cann. Pte. R. Daive. Pte. T . Newman.
9 9 B. Goodyer. 9 9 R. Gainsford. 9 9 G. Osborne.
9 9 H . Newman. 9 9 J. Gibson. 9 9 G. Pearce.
9 9 E. White. 9 9 W. Goldsack. 9 9 G. Ross.

Cpl. G. Allen. 9 9 C. Gurr. 9 9 G. Selmes.
9 9 A. Payne. 9 9 L. Haines. 9 9 A. Skinner.
9 9 A. Perry. 9 9 G. H all. 9 9 T . Stacey.
9 9 B. Record. 9 9 W. Hedge. 9 9 A. Stanford.
9 9 H. Tomlinson. 9 9 L. Hilder. 9 9 E. Swan.
9 9 W. Wood. 9 9 E. Jennings. 9 9 W. Tomlinson.

Pte. H . Alden. 9 9 C. Jordan. 9 9 H. Valentine.
9 9 C. Arthur. 9 9 E. Linney. 9 9 A. Ward.
9 9 H. Avis. 9 9 F. Lockyer. 9 9 J. Waters.
9 9 G. Brown. 9 9 J. Nash. 9 9 J. Wells.
9 9 J- Brown. 9 9 J* New. 9 9 W. Wheeler.
9 9 G. Collins. 9 9 H. Newby. 9 9 B. Willoughby.

THE SPECIAL CONSTABULARY.

C. Beckett.
W. Bennett.
A. Berens.
E. Berens.
F . B. Best.
E. W. Birdseye.
H. Blinkhorn.
N. C. Boot.
H . Boult.
W. G. Bouttele.
F. Bromley.
G. Brooks.
M. M. Brown.
W. Burnham.
E. A. J. Camp.
S. B. Chandley.
P. Chapman.
H . Chaldecott.
C. W. Chantler (Sgt.). 
C. Clark.

Inspector: F. W. A ustin.

F. Clark.
R. W. Cole.
E. Colvin.
W. Cook.
L. G. Cooper.
F . Cornish.
H . Cousins.
W. J. Couth.
G. Courtness.
A. W. Cozens.
J. Cracknell.
A. Crafter.
A. Cronk.
J. Cross (Sgt.).
W. Cruttenden.
N. H . Dannatt (Sgt.). 
C. C. Darton.
A. Edmed.
H. Edwards.
A. Eldridge.

J. Fearnley.
G. Ferridge.
T. E. Figgess.
F . W. X . Fincham.
P. Fookes.
C. C. Ford.
J. L. Fuller.
D. W. Gayfer.
W. R. Goldsmith.
J. W. Goss.
G. Goshawk.
W. Green.
C. Grout.
G. H all.
S. B. Hall.
J. M. Hardy.
T . A. Harris.
P. S. Heath.
T . W. Hedgecock.
T . VV. Hicklin (Sgt.).
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TH E SPECIAL CONSTABULARY ( continued).

C. W. Higgs (Sub- G. Lovelock. H. Skinner.
Inspector). C. R. Lyddon. J. Smith (1).

J. Higgins. A. R. Martin. J, Smith (2).
T . Hindle. W. Mayatt. W. Stapley.
H. Hislop. W. Moore (later killed A. Taylor.
T. C. Hoar (Sgt.). in action). A. W. Taylor.
H . Hodges. C. Morris. J. W. Thomas.
B. D. Holroyd. C. Murrells. E. R. Thorne.
C. Hook. W. Musgrave. C. Tile.
G. Horn. J. W. P. Nash. R. Tile.
W. Howard. A. Nicholls. H. Townsend.
G. Hutchinson. R. Nuttall. P. Townsend.
T. H. Hyde. H. A. Parker. F . Tremain.
A. A. Jacklin. A. Payne. L. Tyler.
H. G. Jarman (Sgt.). J. S. Phillips. F. Tyrer.
C. P. Jones. A. H . Pickering. H. Virtue.
R. Vaughan Johnson. T . H. Pillman. T. C. Walker.
S. R. Jones. R. W. Poland. A. W. Webster (Sgt.).
C. Kirby. H. Price (later killed G. R. Wells.
E. Kirlew. in action). T . A. Weston.
J. H . King. W. Rayner. H. J. White.
E. Knight. B. Revel 1. A. Wilson.
C. G. Langham. H. S. Robinson. J. Williams.
C. H. Lansdell. H. Radbourne. G. R. Writer.
G. E. Lewis. C. W. Saunders (Sgt.). R. W. Wood.
Gordon Lewis. J. Saunders. W. E. Wynne.
W. T . Light. G. P. Seager. E. Yeates.
G. Linegar. J. Seal. E. 0 . Yeates.
E. H. Livermore. J. A. F. Simpson (Sgt.).

THE CHRISTMAS COMFORTS FUND. 

1914— 15— 16 :

Guilford E. Lewis. E. G. Livermore.

1917— 1 8 :

Chairman: Mr. W. Mansfield.

Treasurer: Mr. E. G. L ivermore.

Auditor: Mr. B. D. H olroyd.

Hon. Secretary: Mr. A. Reid.

Committee:

J. H. Crickmay. A. Swindon.
— . Sothern.
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WAR SAVINGS ASSOCIATIONS.

S E C R E T A R IE S .

Orpington Special Constabulary: J. W. T homas. 

Orpington Parish Church: J. Culbertson.

Orpington, Chislehurst Road: M iss Gibbs.

Orpington, Wellington Road: M iss F . E. Ockenden. 

Green-Street-Green: M iss F. H . Ockenden.

THE SOLDIERS* CLUB.

General Committee : 

Chairman: Mr. Culbertson. 

Hon. Secretary: Mr. P ipe. 

Hon. Treasurer: Mr. Y eates.

Miss Best.
Mr. & Mrs. Edmed. 
Miss Edmed.
Rev. G. R. Y . Fearn. 
Mrs. Fearn.

Mr. & Mrs. Annetts. 
Mrs. Calver.
Mrs. Carlill.
Miss Carlill.
Mrs. Cope.
Mrs. Copus.
Miss Cross.
Mrs. Cryer.
Mrs. Culbertson.
Mrs. Farrants.
Mrs. Fuller.
The Misses Furze. 
Mrs. Goldsmith.
Miss Goldsmith.

Rev. Gilling-Lax.
H. King.
Miss Ockenden.
Miss Ogburn.
Mrs. Pipe.

Helpers :

Mrs. Hicklin.
The Misses Hoad.
The Misses Howard. 
Mr. Hutchinson.
Mrs. Jarman.
Mrs. Lemon.
Miss F. K . Ockenden. 
Miss V. Ogburn.
The Misses D ., I. and 

S. Pipe.
Miss Pocknall.
Mrs. Rogers.
Miss Rolfe.
Mrs. Scott.

W. A. Stapley.
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas. 
Mrs. Thomson.
Mr. & Mrs. Thorne. 
Mrs. Yeates.

Mrs. Saunders.
Mrs. Shadwell.
Miss Shadwell.
Mrs. Sparks.
Mrs. Stapley.
Mrs. Taylor.
Mrs. Vivian.
Mrs. Walker.
Mr. & Mrs. Webster. 
Mrs. Whittingham.
Mr. & Mrs. Williams. 
Mrs. Woolhead.
Mrs. Wright.
Miss Yeates.
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WAR ECONOMY CAMPAIGN.

Chairman: Major T ennyson-Smith. 

Hon. Secretary: A. W. Webster.

A. S. Barnes.
W. Bennett.
Mrs. H. Boult.
Mrs. Butler.
B. Chandley.
G. Dow.
G. Eldridge.
Rev. G. R. Y. Fearn.

Executive Committee:

J. R. B. Fearnley.
Rev. T . G. Gilling-Lax.
C. W. Higgs.
W. Mansfield.
T . May.
G. Miller.
A. Miller-Hallett.
Rev. H. R. Moxley.

Miss F. Ockenden.
P. Pilbean.
A. J. Sheene.
F. Stanger.
Mrs. F . Stanger.
Rev. A. H. Stevenson. 
A. F . Swindon.
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