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Oklahoma Lions White Cane & Vision Care Programs  

Throughout the world, the long white cane is used by people who are blind or visually impaired 

as a tool for safe and reliable navigation.  The white cane is a symbol of the user’s skills and 

talents, mobility and independence.  It also allows the sighted person to recognize that the user is 

visually impaired. Several countries have traffic laws designed to protect the person using the 

white cane. International White Cane Safety Day (October 15th) gives Lions an opportunity to 

increase awareness of the white cane traffic safety laws. “White Cane Day is observed 

worldwide to recognize the movement of blind people from dependency to full participation in 

society.” (Lions Club International. 2016. White Cane Safety Day. Retrieved 2016-01-15 from 

http://members.lionsclubs.org/EN/events/white-cane-safety-day.php).  

 

While White Cane Safety Day nationally is October 15
th

 however, Oklahoma Lions have 

traditionally observed White Cane in April. The Oklahoma Lions Service Foundation strives to 

bring awareness to fellow Oklahomans regarding the issues visually impaired individuals face as 

well as raise funds to support Oklahoma Lions vision programs.  

 

SPECIAL NEED: This upcoming year we have a special need at the Oklahoma Lions Eye 

Bank (OLEB) for a new Laser machine. This project could potentially save the eye bank 

processing fees over time freeing up funds to assist more individuals. The total project cost is 

roughly a little over $171,000.00.  This includes items needed to begin the process through two 

phases. Currently, OLEB pays $750.00 per cornea for this service resulting on over $66,000.00 

processing fees for last year. The project would pay for itself in approximately two and a half 

years. This is not only exciting but beneficial for the self-sustainability of the Eye Bank.  

 

Endowment grant for OLEB: Beginning in June, 2016 OLSF will also be raising funds for the 

matching grant to the Kirkpatrick Family Fund to establish an endowment for the Eye Bank. We 

will need to raise a minimum of $25,000.00 from clubs and individuals for this matching 

amount. It is vital that we as Lions recognize this effort and show strong support for the 

sustainability of this much needed program.  

 

Oklahoma Lions Vision Programs:  The Oklahoma State Office receives several phone calls a 

day from fellow Oklahomans desperately needing assistance with vision needs. While we have 

several agencies and clubs that support this effort, we need to improve our ability to provide 

services. This year OLSF would like to increase awareness of this need and organize a growth 

strategy for increasing services. OLSF recognizes and appreciates Lions Clubs that provide 

services in cooperation with local health care providers. It is our goal to increase these services 

with the help of Lions throughout the state.  

 

Personally, I have had a scare with almost losing an eye to a serious infection. I was completely 

blind and could not see for over a week. I am still not able to see well yet. I could not believe 

how much of my life was affected. It was not only painful physically, but difficult because I had 

to rely on others for assistance. As an independent person, this was very difficult. Everything we 

go through is a learning experience, and for this reason I am grateful. I have small understanding 

of what it is like to those who are visually impaired and cannot get help.  

As Lions, we need to remember our challenge by Helen Keller, to be “Knights for the Blind”. 

We need to focus our energy on making this year’s “White Cane” the best year yet!  

http://members.lionsclubs.org/EN/events/white-cane-safety-day.php
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Marie Burns  

OLSF Executive Director  

 

Cowboy Cadillac Update: While we have the winners posted on Facebook and on the website, 

we will be gathering, calculating, and presenting the award information next month for the 

newsletter. Thank you to every single person who made this year successful!  

Memorials: Renee, these are what I have. But format it and do your magic to make it look 

good!  

Memorial  Donor  

  Hap Lowry Sapulpa Lions Club  
Don Jones  Bill Middleton 
Robert Alwert  Bill Middleton 

 

 


