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“The Sweepers” at the Southbank Centre Festival of Neighbourhood, London 2013
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Who we are
Shipshape Arts are an artistic creation company based in Nottingham, UK.
From our conveniently located workshop in the centre of the country, we
design and build sculpture, installation art and visual merchandising for a
diverse range of clients from more traditional galleries to department stores
and music festivals.
We have become renowned in particular for our large-scale sculptures, some
over 10 metres in height, that we have experience in moving and installing all
over the UK.
We have a skilled team of designers that can work to your specification, or
realise a project from scratch.

“Entrance Figures”
Reclaimed material and
foliage figures.
Glastonbury Festival 2013

“Bird Temple”
Shambala Festival 2009
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Public Art
Southbank Centre
Shipshape Arts earned three consecutive commissions from the Southbank
Centre in London in 2011, 2012 and 2013.
These installations were designed and built entirely by Shipshape Arts in our
Nottingham workshop and transported to London where they sat under
Waterloo Bridge during the summer.

“Urban Fox”
Straw covered wooden and metal framework.
Southbank Centre 2011

“Under the Baobab”
Concentric rings of piping wrapped in
fabrics from around the world.
Southbank Centre 2012
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Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park
“The Sweepers” and “The Neighbours” were originally built for the Southbank Centre’s Festival of
Neighbourhood in 2013.
They were enormous artificial topiary sculptures representing the idea of neighbourhood in London and
owing to their success, the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park loaned the sculptures for 2014 as part of their
ongoing legacy.

“The Sweepers”
Left – The Southbank Centre
Below – The Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park

“The Neighbours”
Above – The
Southbank Centre
Left – The Queen
Elizabeth Olympic
Park
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Shanghai Jing’an
After seeing the “Urban Fox” at the Southbank Centre, part of the
Shipshape Arts team were commissioned to consult and help
reconstruct the installation in Shanghai, China.

“Urban Fox”
Shanghai Jing’an, China 2014
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Natural Construction
Sometimes a project requires a natural touch. At Shipshape Arts we have experience of
not only using traditional construction techniques and materials, but also the ability to
utilise the natural surroundings to create living sculptures, or the appearance of a living
sculpture.

Wicker
Wicker is a versatile building material that allows
us to build natural, flowing curves which
maintain their strength.

Straw
Straw is a great covering for our natural effect
sculptures allowing a strong internal shape to
appear completely constructed of straw.

“Lotus Temple”
Wicker shape with papier-mâché spheres.
Shambala Festival 2010

Living Willow
As part of our links to the local community we
have created a living wicker dome for the
community care farm near our workshop and will
be constructing more for local schools in the
future.

“Windmill”
Straw and dried-flower windmill with
motor operated sails.
Hampton Court Flower Show 2013
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Burning Art
Under our alternative guise of Pirate Technics, we have constructed many temporary art
installations that are burnt as a part of a huge choreographed spectacle for thousands of
people.
The premise is that the sculpture exists only for a short amount of time,
permitting only a select few people to see it before a grand spectacle
destroys it representing the impermanence of everything.
We have also provided the following accompaniments:




Multi-media shows to engage an entire event.
Co-ordinated fireworks and flame effects.
Art inspired and driven by the theme of the event.

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations 2012
Wollaton Hall, Nottingham
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“Lighthouse”
Wood and fabric lighthouse with internal
mirrored kaleidoscope.
Shmabala Festival 2011

“Pyramid”
Wooden patterned pyramid with night video mapping.
Glade Festival 2011
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The Secret Garden Party
Since 2008, as Pirate Technics, Shipshape Arts have constructed the sculptural
centre-piece for The Secret Garden Party near Huntingdon in Cambridgeshire.
Here we have had to overcome the added obstacle of building on water, but it has
given us the opportunity to experiment with themes and allow our imagination to
create wonderful, unique interactive sculptures.
Each sculpture is a vast interpretation and expression of that year of the festival,
allowing a dance floor of revellers to party away in an unusual
setting.

“The Blimp”
The Secret Garden Party 2010
“The Dragonfly”
The Secret Garden Party 2011
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“Celebration through the Ages”
The Secret Garden Party 2012

“The Emerald City”
The Secret Garden Party 2014
“The Kraken”
The Secret Garden Party 2013
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Green Man Festival
Since 2009, as Pirate Technics, Shipshape Arts have constructed The Green Man for
The Green Man Festival, delivering a truly huge interactive sculpture that explores the
many different embodiments of the myth.
On the final night of the festival The Green Man
is always burnt, with the wishes that people have
written over the weekend carried into the sky.

“The Green Man”
Wood and natural materials.
The Green Man Festival 2009-2014
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Visual Merchandising
Shipshape Arts have begun diversifying into visual merchandising,
with our bespoke sculptures used in stores and prominent retail
locations to exhibit products and attract attention.

“Fabric Trees”
Concentric rings wrapped in fabrics.
John Lewis Milton Keynes 2012

“Fabric Pillars”
Undulating pillars wrapped in fabrics.
John Lewis Cheadle 2013
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“Handcrafted Christmas Tree”
Fabric and knitted-effect Christmas tree with handmade decorations
for the release of the PlayStation game LittelBigPlanet 3.
Old Spitalfields Market, Shoreditch, London 2014
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In the Press
As well as turning heads in fields and in the streets, our sculptures have featured in
many local and national publications.









BBC News Website
Countryside 999
The Metro
The Guardian
Newark Advertiser
Bingham Advertiser
Festival Annual 2010
The Gazette
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Clients
Our clients originate from a mix of sectors from cultural events, community art and galleries to public art and more recently film. Our core
skills, knowledge and experience enable us to provide a high quality service to a wide variety of clients who want to create something that is
inventive, effective and beautiful.
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Company Information
Registered Office
Shipshape Arts
9 Gerrard Close
Arnold
Nottingham
NG5 9QL
Telephone Number
Mike De Butts - 07814 328 297
Website
www.shipshapearts.com
Email Address
mike@shipshapearts.com
Company Number
6772336
VAT Number
105704054
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