
 

 

St. Paul's United Church 

December 3, 2017 

 

Gathering 
 

Singing 

 

Announcements 

 

Prelude:  "Every Valley Shall Be Exalted" from Messiah – G.F. Handel, 

     Don Templeton, trombone 

 

Call to Worship: 

Grace to you, and peace from God. 

As Advent people we give thanks to the One who is faithful. 
Let us proclaim the wonder of the God who came, is coming,  

and will always come. 

In word, action, and with gentleness of spirit, we celebrate 

the Advent of our God. 

 

Hymn:  VU 1 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel v. 1, 2, 6 & 7 

 

Advent Candle Lighting: 
 

One:  Christians around the world begin this day to await the advent of 

Christ.  We join with a joyous and hopeful throng in lighting the  

Advent candles, symbols of our faith and signs of God's love. 

All:  We gather as a people of hope. 
One: People around the world start waiting today for a miracle that has 

been repeated for hundreds of years, yet surprises us anew each year. 

All:  Our hope springs anew from an ancient vision. 

One:  We light a candle reminding us of the way of hope.   

<light a purple candle> 
 

Song:  Hope Is a Star  VU 7  verse 1 (twice) 

The Celestial Singers and Sunbeams will sing verse 1 and then the 

Congregation will join in singing verse 1. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

One:  May the light of this candle remind us that Jesus is the child of 

hope and the redeemer of God's promises. 

All:  We gather expectantly, joyfully and with deep commitment,  

for we have heard that a special child is to come, that God is to be 

among us, and that soon we will see a new creation on earth.   

We live as people of hope as we pray together:  Our Father... 
 

Lord’s Prayer  (VU 959) 

 

Peace:  “The peace of Christ” 

 

Word 

 

Sunbeam Anthem:  He Comes – Natalie Sleeth 

 

Scripture:  Isaiah 64: 1-9  (Pew Bible p. 606) 

 

Musical Praise:  A Litany for Advent – S. McRae 

 

Scripture:  Mark 13: 24-37  (Pew Bible p. 826) 

 

Sermon:  “Watch and Hope” 

 

Hymn: VU 44  It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 

 

Table (see insert) 

 

Sending Forth 

 

Hymn: VU 29  Hark the Glad Sound 

 

Commissioning & Blessing 

 

Postlude:  "O Thou That Telleth Good Tidings to Zion" from Messiah 

    - G.F. Handel 

 

 

 

 

 



The Christmas Spirit is that hope 

which tenaciously clings 

to the hearts of the faithful 
and announces in the face 

of any Herod the world can produce 

and all the inn doors slammed in our faces 

and all the dark nights of our souls 

that with God all things are possible, 
that even now 

unto us 

a child is born! 
~ Ann Weems, in “Kneeling in Bethlehem” 

 
I said to my soul, be still and wait without hope, for hope would be hope 

for the wrong thing;  wait without love, for love would be love of the 

wrong thing; there is yet faith, but the faith and the love are all in the 

waiting.  Wait without thought, for you are not ready for thought:  So the 

darkness shall be the light, and the stillness the dancing. ~ T.S. Elliot 
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Table 

 

Invitation 

 

God’s Banquet is coming.  The time we await when all will gather  

from North, East, West and South. 

A banquet where the rich and powerful will sit with the weak and 

poverty-stricken.  A table where young and old will learn from each 

other.  A time when all will sit together in peace, “and the wolf will 

lie down with the lamb”. 
Here at this table we get a foretaste of God’s banquet.  This is indeed 

God’s table, not the church’s, and so all who seek to follow The Way are 

welcome to eat and drink from it. 

Come and taste the grace eternal, come and see that God is good. 

 

Offertory Hymn: VU31  O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

God is with us. 

We are not alone. 

Christ is present here. 

The Spirit moves within us. 
Let us give thanks to God 

In memory and in hope. 
Blessings be to you, Creator God, 

Who in the beginning brought light and life to the world and who 

continues to bring it love and light everlasting. 

Your song of wisdom echoes through the ages, your ancient promise  

still brings us hope. 

Over the ages you have called people to embrace your hope and  

share your love. 

But even when they have closed their ears to the song you did not  

stop singing. 

You sent prophets and messengers to your people, reminding them  

of the promised time of peace and justice that would surround  

the world.  They came in the midst of our despair and filled  

us with hope. 
And then you came to a young woman named Mary and laid out the 

promise in a new way. 

 

 

Promising her a son, who would be called Jesus. 

Promising her that in her son the world would be changed. 

And now as we prepare for that child to be born, we echo the ancient cry: 

O come, O come Emmanuel 

 

And so we lift our voices in song, singing together the praises of ages: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might; 

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the One who comes 

In the name of the Lord, 

Hosanna in the highest, 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Yet even now, as we prepare to celebrate his birth, we remember the 

 life that this baby will live. 

We remember how he broke the bonds of human tradition to show 

all what the Banquet of Hope could be, as he ate openly with the 

despised and the outcasts of his world. 
And we remember one special meal, a foretaste of the banquet that is  

to come, that he ate with his closest friends. 

Gathering them together in an upper room to share the story of 

liberation, he prepared them for liberation. 

And at the end of the meal he took bread, blessed and broke it, then 

passed it to them saying: 

Take and eat.  This bread is the body of Life, broken by the world. 

Eat it in remembrance and in hope. 
After that he took the cup, blessed it, and passed it to them saying: 

This cup is the sign of the New Covenant.  Whenever you drink it 

remember me, for I shall not eat or drink again until the time of the 

heavenly banquet. 
Remembering the birth of the child in the stable, we remember also  

his life, his death and his resurrection. 

We remember how he poured his love out all he met and look forward  

to his return and the coming reign of peace, love, and justice. 

 

And in our remembering we sing the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen! 

Christ will come again! 
 

 



 

God, you poured your Spirit on Mary and she sang words of  

defiance and hope. 

Pour out your Spirit upon us gathered here.  As we eat and drink  

may we know your presence. 

As we eat and drink may we be opened to the possibilities  

of your hope and power 

And may we be strengthened in our time of waiting for peace and justice 

so that we will have the courage to make the Christmas promise a reality. 

 

And the people all sang:  (VU 44) 

Amen, amen, O Holy One! 

Hosanna and amen! 

Amen, amen, O Holy One! 

Hosanna and amen! 
 

The Pouring and Breaking and Serving 

 

The Bread we break is the Bread of Life. 

The Cup we Share is the Cup of Promise. 

These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

Come and eat, the banquet awaits. 

 

Prayer Following Communion 

 

God of pregnant expectations, God of Christmas promise, God of  

child-like hope, we have eaten and drunk from your table.   

May the eating and the drinking fill us with hope in a world of despair.  

May we be beacons of hope as we wait for the day when the world will 

be changed.  Grant that this taste of your banquet, which is yet to come, 

would give us the hunger for peace and justice in our community and 

around the world.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


