
St. Paul's United Church 

December 10, 2017 
 

Gathering 
Singing Led by Sweet Refrain:  

Ready My Heart 

Dreaming Mary – MV 134 

Mary’s Boy Child 

Mary, Where is Your Baby? 

The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy – VU 73 

 

Announcements 

 

Prelude:  The Huron Carol – arr. John Carter 

 

Call to Worship: 

A voice cries in the wilderness, 

“Prepare the way of the Lord; make God’s way clear. 

Lift up every valley; lower every mountain. 

For the glory of the Lord shall be revealed.” 

God be with you.  And also with you. 

 

Hymn:  VU 18  There’s a Voice in the Wilderness 

 

Advent Candle Lighting  (The Gabriel Family) 

In a world filled with broken relationships, broken hearts,  

and broken spirits, 

we are called to build God’s dream of peace, 

a peace that is not the absence of chaos, noise, or war. 

A peaceful world full of wolves and leopards and lions eating,  

sleeping, and dancing with lambs, kids, and calves. 

A peaceful world where nations come together, 

where war is a memory, and we eat at one table. 

Grant us the courage to be peacekeepers and kingdom builders, 

as we prepare the way for the Prince of Peace, God-with-us, 

Emmanuel. 

  (Light the second purple candle.) 

 

Song:  Hope Is a Star  VU 7  verses 1 and 2 

The Celestial Singers and Sunbeams will sing verse 2 and the 

Congregation will then join in singing verses 1 and 2. 

Let us pray together: 

Dear God, we pray for the peace that only You can bring 

through your Son, Jesus the Christ. 

With his words, we sing together:  Our Father... 
  

Lord’s Prayer  (VU 959) 

 

Peace:  “The peace of Christ” 

 

Word 
Sunbeam Anthem:  Light One Candle – Natalie Sleeth 

 

Sacrament of Baptism (see insert) 

 

Scripture:  Isaiah 40: 1-11  (Pew Bible pp. 581-2)  (Win Czum) 

 

Musical Praise:  Oh, What a Wonderful Child – G. Gilpin 

 

Scripture:  Mark 1: 1-8  (Pew Bible p. 812) 

 

Sermon:  “Pilgrimage of Peace” 

 

Hymn:  VU 380  She Flies On 

 

Table 
Offertory:  Look Who Just Checked In! – S. Hill/D. Williams 

Response: 

What can I give Him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

If I were a wise man, I would do my part; 

Yet what can I give Him? 

Give Him my heart. 

 

Prayers of God’s People 

 

Sending Forth 
Hymn:  VU 9 People, Look East 

 

Commissioning & Blessing 

 

Postlude:  Toccata on “Il Est Ne” – Denis Bedard 



 
 
The World Council of Churches invites us to pray for peace 
in Korea and for a world free from nuclear weapons. 
 
On this second Sunday in Advent, one of WCC’s partners,  
the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons – 
will receive the Nobel Peace Prize at an award ceremony in 
Oslo, Norway. 
 
God of life, lead as to justice and peace!   

So we prayed when we were gathered in Busan, Korea,  

four years ago, so we pray today, when we are hearing the 
threats of war in the Korean peninsula. 

 

God of light, lead us to justice and peace!   

So we pray when we start our Advent season, expressing our 
expectations to the light of the world that has come to us 

in Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. 

 

God of hope, lead us to justice and peace!  

So we pray when we see the realities of injustices and  

unsolved conflicts being extended and expanded,  

even becoming enormous, when we see how the horizon  

gets filled with worries for the future of the people of Korea. 

 

God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, the giver of all life,  

our saviour and comforter, give the people of Korea peace,  

and give peace to all peoples all over the world. 

 

God, grant us that our light shine where we are,  

so that we share the life and the hope you have given us. 

God in your grace, hear our prayer!  Amen. 

 



Sacrament of Baptism 

 

Introduction 

Hear these words from the stories of our faith: 

People brought little children to Jesus,  

for him to lay his hand on them and say a prayer. 

The disciples turned them away, but Jesus said: 

‘Let the little children alone, and do not stop them coming to me, 

for it is to such as these that the reign of God belongs.' 

Then he laid his hands on them... (Matthew 19: 13-15) 

 

Baptism is the church's way 

of celebrating and naming the grace of God 

living in every one of God's children. 

It is the way we initiate new members 

into the life of the universal community of faith. 

And it marks the entry point into the life-time pilgrimage 

of following in the Way of Jesus. 

 

Presentation   

We present for baptism today Eliana Joy Gabriel and  

Shannon Grace Pletch. 

 

Questions to the Parents 

Jesus said, 

 “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; 

   for I am gentle and humble in heart, 

   and you will find rest for your souls.”  (Matthew 11: 29) 

 

Do you believe in God  

who has created and is creating, 

who has come to us in Jesus, the Word made flesh, 

who works in us and others by the Spirit? 

 

I do believe, by the grace of God. 

 

Will you renounce the powers of greed, hatred, 

selfishness and oppression, 

the ways that cause harm and brokenness; 

Instead will you turn toward Jesus Christ 

looking to Christ as the One who can help you live 

a full and abundant life? 

 

I will, Christ being my helper. 

 

Do you promise, by the grace of God, to show love and justice 

and to witness to the work and word of Jesus Christ 

and help Shannon and Eliana grow in this knowledge? 

 

I do, Christ being my helper. 

 

Questions to the Congregation (Standing) 

St. John wrote these words:   (John 13: 34) 

“Love one another as I have loved you.” 

 

Will you, members and friends of St. Paul's United Church, 

keep Shannon and Eliana and their families in your prayers? 

Will you build a shared life together in this community 

that all may become more Christ-like? 

 

We will, God being our helper. 

 

Affirmation of Faith   (Standing) 

We are not alone; 

 we live in God's world. 

 

We believe in God 

 who has created and is creating, 

 who has come in Jesus, 

 the Word made flesh, 

 to reconcile and make new, 

 who works in us and others by the Spirit. 



We trust in God. 

 

We are called to be the Church: 

 to celebrate God's presence, 

 to live with respect in Creation, 

 to love and serve others, 

 to seek justice and resist evil, 

 to proclaim Jesus crucified and risen, 

 our judge and our hope. 

 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. 

We are not alone. 

 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

The LORD be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the LORD. 

Let us give thanks to God. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise ... 

 

Holy God, well-spring of life, in your love and justice, 

you use the gift of water to declare your saving power. 

In the beginning your Spirit 

moved over the face of the waters. 

In the life-giving rivers and the rainbow 

Israel discerned your mercy. 

You divided the Red Sea to let them pass from slavery in Egypt 

to freedom in the Promised Land. 

In the waters of Jordan people found forgiveness 

in the baptism of John.  

 

 

 

 

There, Jesus your beloved child was anointed with the Holy Spirit, 

that he might bring us to the glorious liberty of the children of God. 

Send upon this water your holy, life-giving Spirit. 

Sustain your people by your Spirit 

to be hope and strength to the world. 

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 

be honour and glory, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Baptism with Water 

Anointing with Oil 

Laying on of Hands 

Declaration 

First Pilgrimage 

 

Welcome 

Let us formally welcome Eliana and Shannon into the 

Body of Christ, the Holy Catholic Church. 

 

We welcome you into the Pilgrim Way 

as we seek heaven on earth 

and await the coming again of Jesus Christ. 

 

Presentations - Baptismal Candle 

                         Certificate of Baptism 

 

Blessing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


