
St. Paul's United Church 

December 17, 2017 

 
Gathering 

Singing 

Announcements / Lighting Candles of Hope & Peace 

 

Prelude:  Angels We Have Heard on High - arr. Linda Lamb,  

   Afternoon Handbells 

 

Call to Worship: 

Your promise dawns upon us, Living God - we wait expectantly. 

Your hope arises among us, Living God - we wait confidently. 

Your Cherished One appears for us, Living God -we wait in joy. 

 

Hymn: VU 36  Angels, From the Realms of Glory 

 

Scripture:  "Mary’s Song" Luke 1: 47-55 (Pew Bible p. 832) St. Paul’s Youth 

 

Advent Candle Lighting    (McComb Family) 

One:  Last Sunday we lit the candle of peace. 

We light it and the candle of hope again as we remember that Christ is 

our hope and will come again to bring the world 

everlasting peace. 

All:  The third candle of Advent is the Candle of Joy.   

It reminds us of the joy that 

Mary felt when the angel Gabriel told her that a special child would 

be born to her. 
One:  God wants us all to have joy.  The angel who announced to the 

shepherds that Jesus had been born told them:  

"Do not be afraid.  I am bringing you good news of a great joy for all 

people - for to you is born this day, in the City of David, a Saviour, who 

is the Messiah, the Lord." 

All:  We light this candle to remember that Christ brings the promise 

of a new life – a life in which the blind receive sight, the lame walk, 

and the prisoners are set free.  We light it to remember that He is the 
one who brings true and everlasting joy.  <Light the Third Candle> 

 
Song:  VU 7  Hope is A Star (v. 3)   
(The Celestial Singers and Sunbeams will sing v. 3 and the Congregation 
will join in singing v. 1,2 and 3.) 

 

Prayer:  God of Advent hope, we gather this day to celebrate your love.  

With the joy and commitment of all our hearts, we give you thanks.  

Bless us this day and enliven us to proclaim the good news of your glory.  

As those who follow the Christ we sing the prayer he taught .. 
 

Lord’s Prayer:  sung (VU 959) 
 

Peace:  “The peace of Christ” 

 

Sunbeams:  I Wish I'd Been in Bethlehem – Natalie Sleeth 

 

Word 

Scripture:  Psalm 126 (back cover)  Bob Boose 

 

Musical Praise:  Jesus, What a Wonderful Child - Spiritual, arr.  

               Rollo Dillworth  (Celestial Singers and Chancel Choir) 

 

Scripture:  1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24  (Pew Bible p. 961) 

 

Sermon:  Never Ending Joy 

 

Hymn:  Joy to the World  VU 59 

 

Response 

Offertory:  Danse de la Fee Dragee – P. Tchaikowski 
 

Offertory Response:  VU 81 (v. 3) 

As they offered gifts most rare at that manger crude and bare, 

so may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin's alloy, 

all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to you, our heavenly King. 
 

Prayers 

 

Sending Forth 
Hymn:  VU 43  Go, Tell it on the Mountain 
 

Commissioning & Blessing 
 

Postlude:  Toccata on "Adeste Fidelis" – D. Hegarty 

 

The poinsettias are placed today in fond remembrance of our son, 
Michael, and Debbie's parents, Mary and Murray DeGroene.  

They reflect all the happy memories of Christmases spent together  
by the Chamberlain family. 



“Psalm 126”  From Everyday Psalms by Jim Taylor 

 

 

Harvest Thanksgiving 
 

The psalm writers were a pastoral people,  

depending on agriculture for their survival. 

Simply being spared a disaster was cause for celebration. 

 

God has been good to us. 

The storm clouds gathered, the hail hung overhead— 

but it passed by. 

Then we laughed and danced; 

our peals of joy echoed across our lands. 

Celebration spread faster than fire through autumn grass, 

faster than rumors on a summer night. 

For God has done great things for us. 

We are overcome with gratitude. 

The desert is not kind, oh God. 

It demands living on the edge of disaster. 

Give us some sparkling springs! 

We watered the desert with our tears; 

with our hearts in our mouths, 

we watched the green shoots stretch up. 

We risked everything on the seeds we planted; 

we sank our lives into this soil. 

Now the harvest has come home a hundredfold. 

God, you have renewed our lives. 

 

 


