
St. Paul’s United Church Green Group

Our Focus
“We are called…to live with respect in Creation”

From A New Creed

“Each part of creation reveals unique aspects of God the Creator,
who is both in creation and beyond it.

All parts of creation, animate and inanimate, are related.
All creation is good.

We sing of the Creator,
who made humans to live and move

and have their being in God.
In and with God,

we can direct our lives toward right relationship
with each other and with God.

We can discover our place as one strand in the web of life.
We can grow in wisdom and compassion.

We can recognize all people as kin.
We can accept our mortality and finitude, not as a curse,
but as a challenge to make our lives and choices matter.”

From A Song of Faith

Introduction
There are thousands of religious buildings in Canada of all different denominations. When we 
look at these sacred places, there is a growing appreciation that they are much more than just 
structures that protect us and allow us to worship. The best sacred building designs can help us 
interact in inspiring ways with the Creator and Creation, and with one another.

Our Mission
The Green Group was constituted to encourage right relations with Creation within our church 
and without, in all we do.
Greening our sacred place is about realizing our connection with the universe and its elements. 
This means practising spiritual and ecological values in our everyday lives. We can begin by 
changing the way we shop, reducing our energy use, eliminating toxic chemicals, and making 
conscious choices about the food we eat.

Our Vision
1. That the people of St. Paul’s will be aware of our responsibility to practise right relations 

with Creation.
2. That the St. Paul’s United Church building will be a green sacred place.
3. That the people of St. Paul’s will practise responsible ecological values in everything they 

do.

Activities 
The Green Group will plan educational activities; will collaborate with community groups; and 
will work with the Property Committee to accomplish our vision and to promote the St. Paul’s 
United Church Earthkeeping Policy.



St. Paul’s United Church Earthkeeping Policy

Our goal is to
1. Buy products with the minimum amount of packaging available.
2. Avoid buying disposable items – particularly those made of plastic and other materials that 

are non-biodegradable or difficult to recycle.
3. Minimize the use of toxic cleaners.
4. Not use chemical pesticides on our church grounds.
5. Ensure that appliances are Energy Star®; appliances must be approved by the Property 

Committee before acquisition.
6. Ensure that lighting is best-practice energy-efficient, as approved by the Property Committee 

and in keeping with the building’s architecture. 
7. Improve our church’s insulation, seal heat leaks with approved materials, and install more 

energy-efficient windows.
8. Minimize our use of water, and discourage the use of purchased bottled water. 
9. Use green bins for all food wastes and other compostable materials.
10. Recycle every material possible using the blue boxes.
11. Ensure that each major renovation or building project meets the R-2000 standards. 

The R-2000 mission is: “To promote the energy efficiency and reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions of Canada’s new housing stock through an industry-led, market-driven, leading-
edge housing standard presented as a co-operative partnership of the private and public 
sectors.”


