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Many in the congregation are aware that the Church Board struck a working group last spring to 
consider the opportunity to re-mission the 4th floor of the Jubilee Building (the old Sunday school, the 
Avalon Music program).  The re-missioning of this space has been discussed several times over the years 
– five in fact! The focus of this exploration is the potential expansion of the Ellen Osler Home (EOH) 
program in Dundas. 

Ellen Osler Home is a well-established service program in the Dundas community that supports women 
serving federal sentences to meet supervised residency requirements of conditional release. The Home 
is owned by The Salvation Army in partnership with Correctional Services of Canada.  Their current need 
is a 5 bed expansion, inclusive of one single bed sitter apartment.  This expansion is intended for women 
who are successful in their first few months at the main House.  It will serve as a next stepping stone to 
completing parole and reintegration in to the community at large. The expansion will be fully overseen 
by the EOH and be appropriately staffed and secure. 

The working group consists of Board and non-Board members, and Rev. Miriam.  The purpose of the 
group is to explore the feasibility of the Jubilee space in relation to EOH needs. Any decision to proceed 
will be that of St Paul’s congregation. 

To date the following work has been under development: 

 A review of the church zoning for expansion or re-missioning 
 Considering a new space layout and the construction needs 
 Considering liability matters such as fire, security, oversight, insurance etc. 
  Examining alternate space opportunity for Avalon Music 
 Considering funding models 
 Developing revenue and expense scenarios for consideration 

This is not a speedy exercise, there is much detail involved in data gathering to assist both the Board and 
the congregation.  The aim currently is to bring a full package of information for consideration and 
decision early in the new year. 

May God grant us wisdom as we discern our future for this space. 

Jan Robinson 
Lead, EOH Working Group 

 


