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Founder of 
Frank Callen 
Boys & Girls 
Club in 1917

His Legacy, which 
continues into it’s 
100th Year, has a 
positive impact on 
the local community 
everyday.

Savannahian, 
Veteran of World 
War II, and 
Local Probation 
Officer
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1887-1949

tions of men for work and 
2,500 for women for work were 
made. Callen’s office super-
vised payments of over $2,000 
per week in relief. They opened 
an employment bureau and 
placed several hundred per-
sons in employment.
   The Boys’ Club of America 

awarded Callen a bronze 
bar for 20 years of out-

standing service. He 
served the Juvenile 
Court until 1938, 
when he resigned to 
Judge Raiford Fal-
ligant, because of in-
creased work in con-
nection with his work 

with the court and his 
desire to give his entire 

time to the development 
of the Savannah Boys’ 

Club. In 1948, the Southern 
States Iron Roofing Company 
donated an all-aluminum 
building for the Boys’ Club, 
which housed wood working 
tools and equipment. Over 100 
boys participated each night 
and had classes in cooking, art 
and radio apart from various 
sports.
   Frank Callen died on January 
29, 1949. The year he passed 
away the Club had enrolled 
650 youths. In 1954, the Club 
was renamed the Frank Cal-
len Boys’ Club in memory of 
its founder. Today the Club is 
still located on E. Charlton St. 
and continues serving the sur-
rounding community in to its 
100th year.

   Frank Callen was born in 
Savannah in 1887. He obtained 
his education from the local 
public schools, Georgia State 
Industrial College for Colored 
Youth, and Atlanta University, 
from which he graduated in 
1911. In addition to his educa-
tion, Callen, was a veteran of 
World War I and served in 
the 157th Depot Brigade at 
Camp Gordon.
   While working as a 
government clerk in 
Washington D.C., Cal-
len accepted the job 
as a local probation 
officer in the Juvenile 
Court on October 1, 
1917. The focus of this 
job was the prevention 
of delinquency among 
underprivileged Black 
boys. Soon after observ-
ing the plight of Black boys in 
Savannah, Callen, organized a 
drop-in center in the base-
ment of the Beach Institute 
on October 19, 1917, which 
began with 15 boys.
   In 1922, the national Boys’ 
Clubs of America accepted Cal-
len’s group as part of its organi-
zation. Callen continued to run 
the Club with great sacrifice 
on meager funds and in 1926 
he was able to change its pro-
gram from 7 months a year to a 
full 12 months. The Club soon 
expanded and bought the old 
McDonald house on E. Charl-
ton St. for $11,000 through the 
generosity of Sarah Hodge. The 
Club now had 27 rooms, was 
well lighted, and had hot run-
ning water for showers. Savan-

Founder Frank Callen
nah Tribune Editor Sol C. Johnson 
that year recorded the fact that Frank 
Callen is leaving an impression for 
real service that will be difficult to 
surpass, notably his efforts for un-
derprivi- leged boys.                 

If nothing else, his Savannah Boys’ 
Club acclaims his real value to the 
community.
   On September 30, 1931, the Savan-
nah Chamber of Commerce Com-
mittee on Relief authorized a division 
for colored people and designated 
that the headquarters should be at 
the Savannah Boys’ Club. The group 
appointed Frank Callen contact man, 
and appointed a committee of colored 
persons to assist him. His appoint-
ment was hailed with much gratifica-
tion by the colored citizenry at large. 
More than 5,000 registrations for 
relief were made, and 3,000 registra-
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EXECUTIVE
DIRECTORS
(1917-2017)

Not Pictured: 
Nathaniel Glover

1992-2001

Irma Callen
1949-1959

Frank Callen
1917-1949
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Vince DelMonte
2001-Present

Joyce Davidson
1991-1996

Charles Mathis
1960-1970

Walter Simmons
Interim Director

1959-1960

Melvin Mason
1968-1991

Edward Campbell
1970-1988
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The Frank Callen Boys & Girls Club has a Vision 
to provide a safe welcoming place for youth and 

their families which builds character, and enables 
growth and excellence in developing academically, 
socially, ethically, productive, responsible leaders 

and citizens. 

The goal is accomplished by providing members 
with an array of educational, recreational and 

social activities in a safe and structured 
environment during after school hours and 

throughout the summer.

Vision
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Mi s s ion

To enable all young 

people, 

especially those 

who need us most, 

to reach their full                       

potential as 

productive,   

caring, responsible 

citizens.
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 John S. Delaware was born on 
509 E. President St. He graduated 

from E. Broad St. school in 1908 
and attained his Bachelor’s 

of Science from what is now 
Savannah State University 
in 1915. After graduation, 
he worked in the postal 
service for 45 years. Dela-
ware played a large role in 

the early days of the Club 
by helping Mr. Callen receive 

funds in order for the Club to op-
erate. Delaware is remembered for 

dedicating over 60 years of his life to the 
Frank Callen Boys & Girls Club.

On October 19, 1917 Frank Callen organized 
a  drop in center in the basement of 
the Beach Institute. Beginning with 
just 15 boys, the Savannah Boys’ 
Club was born. The Beach In-
stitue was Savannah’s first 
school built after the Eman-
cipation, specifically for Af-
rican Americans. The Club 
stayed at this location for 
several years until it needed 
to expand. The Beach Institue 
now stands as a cultural center 
for African American history and 
culture.     

19
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The Beach Institute
On the corner of E. Harris and Price St.

John S. Delaware
(1895-1980)
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The
Beginning

The Frank Callen Boys & 
Girls Club, known then 

as the Savannah Boys’ 
Club, was the first Boys’ 
Club in Georgia and the 
third in the South East 
United States.

In a letter to the city 
council requesting the 

naming of a recreation 
center in honor of Dela-
ware, Wesley law stated,   
“He did practically every-
thing he was allowed to do 
for Savannah as an African 
American.”

In 1922 the club was 
recognized by the Boys’ 

Clubs of America.

Price and Charlton St.

John S. Delaware
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The Old 
McDonald 
House

By 1922, the national 
Boys’ Clubs of America 

had accepted Callen’s group 
as part of its organization. 
The Savannah Tribune ran 
a comprehensive article on 
the Club’s 15th year of ex-
istence in 1932. It reported 
that the Club started out 
with 15 boys in the base-
ment of the Beach Institute 
on Harris and Price Streets. 
For several years, without 

remuneration, and often 
at great personal sacrifice 
and with only such meager 
funds as could be raised 
from public subscription, he 
carried on its activities in an 
unostentatious way. Eventu-
ally the Community Chest 
was attracted to the work 
and supported it for several 
years.
   In 1926, the Savannah Boys’ 
Club changed it program 

from 7 months a year to a 
full 12 months a year. Cal-
len took a six-week course 
at Columbia University in 
furtherance of his work with 
the Boys’ Club. According to 
the Savannah Tribune, this 
was the first time that schol-
arships have been granted 
to colored workers by the 
organization. 
   The next move was to 
expand the work, so the Club 19

20
’s
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bought the old McDonald 
house at Price and Charl-
ton Streets for $11,000. In 
stepped Mrs. Hodge, who 
remodeled it, assumed its 
mortgage and then paid it 
off. In all a total of $11,000 
has been spent by Mrs. 
Hodge on this project. Mrs. 
Hodge adsorbed the mort-
gage, which was later for-
given after her death in the 
amount of $10,000. Aside 

from this, each year an 
amount of $1,000 was given 
for the Christmas party and 
the buying of necessary 
uniforms for Club teams. 
The Club now had 27 rooms 
in the house on three floors 
and all the rooms were well 
lighted and had a fine out-
look. It had shower baths 
with hot and cold water for 
30 boys. 

   Sarah Wilson Hodge was born in 
Savannah and played a significant 
role in the socio-economic ad-
vancement of the African Ameri-
can community in Savannah by 
financially supporting a variety of 
endeavors over her life span. She 
is especially remembered  as the 
Frank Callen Boys & Girls Club’s 
biggest benefactor.  Soon after 
the Club bought the old McDonald 
house on Price and E. Charlton St. 
Mrs. Hodge remolded it, assumed 
it’s mortgage, and eventually paid 
it off. It is estimated that Mrs. 
Hodge spent a total of $11,000  to 
benefit the Club. After she passed 
away she left a yearly stipend of 
$1,000 to  contribute to the Club’s 
annual Christmas party. In addi-
tion to her charitable giving to the 
Club, she is fondly remembered 
for many other charitable projects 
to benefit the poor and her lasting 
legacy of the Hodge foundation, 
which continues to contribute to 
the Club’s welfare. 

Sarah Wilson
Hodge (1875-1962)
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Last Years with Mr. Callen
In the 1930’s and 40’s the Club experienced constant growth 
and improvement. Up until Frank Callen passed away on 
January 29th, 1949,  the youths at the Club were enjoying all 
sorts of activities. Among some of the classes were maso-
nary, shoe making, culinary, and carpentry. These were not 
only a treat for the children, but also an oppurtunity for 
them to learn somethign new. After Mr. Callen died his wife, 
Irma Callen, became the executive director.    

19
30
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Letter to 
Irma Callen 
from the 
president of 
the Boys & 
Girls Club 
of America 
after Mr. 
Callen’s 
death
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Memories of the Past......

Frank Callen boys 
with the Dodgers

Mrs. Hodge, the 
Sheriff, and 

others gathering 
for a meeting

The library

Frank Callen 
hosting the annual 
Christmas dinner 
for Black police  

officers

15



 In February 1949, the board appointed 
Mrs. Irma Curley Callen, wife of the late Frank 
Callen, director of the Savannah Boys’ Club. As 
a retired schoolteacher she had helped her hus-
band operate the facility for many years. John 
Delaware informed the Savannah Morning News 
that this was the second time that an African 
American woman has headed a Boys’ Club in the 
United States. He stated that she would appoint 
her own assistant. Delaware also reported that 
the board was considering naming the Club in 
honor of its late director, Frank Callen. In 1956, 

July 1959: Savannah Tribune reported that a wrecking crew 
had demolished the Frank Callen Boys’ Club building at 330 
Price Street in order to make way for the erection of a $50,000 
recreation center. 

Temporary location of the 
Club while the new one was 

being built

Name Change:

In 1954 the 
name of the 

Club was 
changed to 

the Frank 
Callen Boys’ 

Club to honor 
its founder

Mrs. Callen received the Boys’ Clubs of America 
Keystone Award with two silver stars and in 1960; 
the Boys’ Clubs of America awarded her the Golden 
Achievement Award for her dedicated service to 
youngsters from the Boys’ Clubs of America. She re-
tired in 1960. Mrs. Irma Curley Callen died in 1971. 

 In 1950, the Savannah Evening Press re-
ported that the boys visited the city police and fire 
departments. Alexander R. Lawrence, Jr., was chair-
man of the advisory board and John S. Delaware 
was chairman of the board of directors. That year 
the Club received financial assistance from the Red 
Feather Agency of the Community Chest. Two years 
later, the Savannah Morning News quoted executive 
director Mrs. Irma Callen as saying that the Club’s 
goal was to take the boys away from the gangs, give 
them a place of their own to work and play and use 
their energy in wholesome activity. The Club’s 682 
members at that time had a hobby shop, library, 
rooms for chess and checkers, ping pong, classes in 
cooking and art, and every Friday night was movie 
night. The average daily attendance then was about 
100 boys. 

Irma Curley Callen
Wife of Frank Callen and Former Executive Director

Out With the Old, in With the New

19
50

’s

16



 The club fell into some trying days in 1955. 
The Savannah Area Better Recreation Study Group 
proposed the elimination of the Frank Callen Boys’ 
Club, in part because it catered only to boys, from 
6 to 20 years of age. At that time, the Black Y. M. 
C. A. on West Broad Street accommodated both 
boys and girls. The committee pointed out that 
the Club’s location was inappropriate for its main 
function. The plan was to replace the Club with a 
community center, costing no more than $25,000, 
located elsewhere in the city and staffed by per-
sonnel not necessarily trained in Boys’ Club work. 
The Herald reported that the Club’s black Board 
of Directors were emphatically against any move 
which would do other than improve the Club’s pres-
ent program and outlines that these functions can 
only be carried on in an organized Boys’ Club un-
der the supervision of a staff recommended by the 
national organization of Boys’ Club Program. The 
many traditions of the local Club, even including 
the present name, would be willingly sacrificed by 
this group if it would mean an improved institution 

In 1951 Walter B. Simmons initiated an athletic 
program at the Club and the first varsity bas-
ketball team was organized. The newly created 
basketball team was for the boys who could 
not afford to play on their school’s teams since 
they had to work every day after school to sup-
port their families and could not attend prac-
tice.

following the National Boys’ Club Program. There is 
no record of what the white auxiliary board of the 
Club thought of the matter. 

 One week later, Editor Floyd Adams, Sr., 
published a long commentary on the issue. He 
wrote; “an institution that has done so much for 
this community deserves to live. It has won prior-
ity as a social agency, and has won a place in the 
hearts of many people. We do not see why the cre-
ation of a community center is possible only at the 
expense of the Boys’ Club. The fact that the Frank 
Callen Boys’ Club was the first chartered Club in 
Georgia, if not in the South, is a matter of great 
pride to African American citizens of this commu-
nity, who would be greatly disappointed and dis-
heartened if the Club had to lose its charter and 
identity under pressure. What the Club has meant 
to this community for thirty-three years and the af-
fection and labor that have gone into it, justify our 
plea that the Frank Callen Boys’ Club be preserved.”

Beginning of Atletics

Hard Times
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Frank Callen Boys’ Club Jets
(1954-1964)

Willie Morris, Abe Stroman, Al Walls, Floyd Irvin, Sam Thompson, Ed Days, 
Matt Chisholm, Joe Heyward, Calvin Roberts, Norman Pitts

The Savannah Jets were city 
champions every year 1957-

1962 and 1964
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The Jets History
 
 The Jets offically launched its 
spectatular basketball record dur-
ing the 1953-54 baseketball season. 
The origional team was composed 
of Boys’ Club Alumni from their 
1951-53 championship varsity teams. 
Although the team did not have any 
players with high school or college 
varsity experience, that did not de-
ter a successful start of a winning 
tradition. 
 The Jets would play any team, 
where ever they could hang a bas-
ket, and at any time. They were the 
most impressive with their flashy 
style of play and for demonstrating 
great sportsmanship. Within a few 
years, the Jets were attracting star 
alumni players from Beach, John-
son, St. Pius and Thompkins high 
schools. Later, varsity college alum-
ni came to the team.
 The Jets also participated in 
the Beaufort, SC Adult Tournament. 
The two years they were invited, 
they won both times. In addition, 
they won the tournament they were 
invited to in Charleston, SC. The 
Jets played and defeated collegiate 
alumni teams in Brunswick and 
Waycross, GA and Estelle, SC. The 
Jets played and defeated all of the 
military teams in the Savannah area 
to include Hunter Field, Fort Stewart 
and the Paris Island Marines. They 
played in and won the Savannah 

Adult League Championship in nine of 
the ten tries. During this time, the Jets 
experienced a 39 game winning streak.
 The Jets found favor from the 
Savannah State University legendary 
basketball coach, Ted Wright. At that  
time, the Jets did not have a home 
court. Wright afforded them practice 
time in his facilities and gave the Jets 
oppurtunity to scrimmage his “Chicago 
Five” championship basketball team. 
 Due to their outstanding winning 
record and their display of sports-
manship, the jets were recognized 
and honored by being invited to play 
against an all-star team composed of 
players from local high schools. This 
was considered as a great compliment 
by the Jets. 

Walter B. Simmons was the team’s 
founder and only coach.

19



 Walter B. Simmons, also known as 
‘49’, a nickname based on his foot-

ball jersey number, the acting 
director of the center in 1960, 

appealed for fans or cooling 
equipment of some kind for 
the Club. Nine years later, 
in an interview with the 
Savannah Morning News, 
“49” indicated that he had 

spent around 30 years of his 
life working as a volunteer at 

the Boys’ Club. Charles Mathis 
became executive director in 1960 

and he reported that the United Com-
munity Services contributed 90% of the Club’s 
$19,300 operating cost. The Hodge Foundation 
and various organizations contributed the re-
mainder of the funds. 

In November 1960, the Savannah Morning 
News reported that Abraham Minis, 
Jr., chairman of the center offi-
cially turned the building over 
to Leonard Law, chairman of 
the building committee. The 
Savannah Morning News an-
nounced that this new build-
ing; will provide recreational 
activities for girls as well as 
boys and eventually will be 
made available to adults. Ac-
cording to the Savannah Morn-
ing News; the property on which the 
Boys’ Club stood was originally owned by 
Mrs. Henry W. Hodge. She donated most of it to 
the Club and also contributed substantially to 
the new center. The Savannah Foundation, which 
handled capital improvement projects for the 
United Community Services owned the building. 
The Savannah Rotary Club procured much of the 
equipment. 

1960’s

Frank Callen Boys & Girls Club
Newly Built Club

Walter B. Simmons
Interim Executive Director in 1960
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A Letter from the judges of the 
superior Court
November 16, 1960

21



     1970’s

Baseball Game

22

Pottery Class

Game Room

Computer Class

Summer Program 
1974



Frank Callen Boys 
& Girls Club 1970’s 
Protest Against 
Drugs on the 
Corner of Price 
and Charlton 
Streets

Awards Ceremony 
April 1972

Summer Camp in the 1970’s at Camp Villa Marie Baseball Game

Notable Alumni that were mentored at the Club during the 40’s, 
50’s, and 60’s include former Savannah State University Presi-
dent Prince Albert Jackson, Mayor Otis Johnson, Mayor Floyd 
Adams Jr., Commissioner Joe Murray Rivers, Alderwoman Mary 
Osborne, Commissioner James Holmes, renowned educator Walter 
Simmons, and NFL Great George Atkinson. They in turn became 
mentors to the youth of the 70’s and 80’s.
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The Annual Christmas Party at Frank Callen Boys 
& Girls Club was a tradition that originated when 
Frank Callen saw the need for the youths at the 
Club. Throughout the year he would take note of 
who was missing a critical item such as a sweater or 
shoes and give it to child as a present at Christmas.

1981 Annual Christmas 
Party

19
80

’s

Kids playing pool, a pastime that is 
still popular at the Club today

Art Class in the mid 80’s
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1980’s
Christmas Parties, Sports, Games, and Summer Programs

Cheer Practice 1983
Outside of Frank Callen 

Boys & Girls Club 

James J. Holmes was the program director for the 
Frank Callen Boys & Girls Club from 1960-1996. He 
is a dedicated and strong children’s advocate. His 
encouragement to youth to set goals, accomplish 
them and to do the best in all their endeavors were 
noticed by Mr. Walter B. Simmons. In 1960, Mr. Sim-
mons chose James Holmes from the playgrounds 
of Crawford Square to join the staff of Frank Cal-
len Boys’ Club. He worked as a games room keeper, 
group leader for junior boys and served as Physical 
Director and Program Director. 

Holmes was elected to the Chatham County Com-
mission in 2004 and is currently serving as 2nd 
District Commissioner. James J. Holmes, a native 
Savannahian, is a graduate of Alfred E. Beach High 
School and attended Benedict College in Columbia, 
South Carolina.

James J. Holmes
Program Director, Coach, and Alumus
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Picture:

Frank Callen 
Boys & Girls 
Club members  
visit the Boys 
& Girls Clubs 
of America 
headquarters in 
Atlanta.

The Club celebrated 
its 75th anniversary 
in 1992.

Alumni celebrating 
the Club’s 75th 
anniversary.

Frank Callen bake 
sale in the park.

A marine visting the Club 
distributing presents for 
the kids with the program, 
Toys for Tots

A Club member
 visiting Martin Luther 
King’s birthplace in 
Atlanta, GA.19

90
’s

1990’s
75th Anniversary, Torch Club, & Club Expansion, 
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The Torch Club at the Frank Callen Boys & Girls 
Club is thought to be a “Club within the Club.” The 
purpose of this Club is to help meet the character 
development needs of younger adolescents at a 
critical stage in their life. Torch Club members elect 
officers and work together to implement projects 
in the four focus areas: service to Club and com-
munity; education; health and fitness; and social 
recreation.

The top picture on the left is of Torch Club mem-
bers listening to their peers campaign in hopes to 
become Torch Club officers. The next picture is of a 
member pushing a senior at the Tara Nursing Home 
that the Torch Club frequently visits. The Second 
picture to the right is of Mr. & Mrs. Torch of 1996. 
The picture on the far right was taken of the Torch 
Club  before they left for their trip to the Bahamas 
in 1996.

One of the biggest milestons of the 90’s is when the 
Club once again went through a big expansion, mak-
ing it the largest yet in the Club’s history. When the 
new Club was built in the 1950’s, the building con-
sisted of the entrance hallway, a few rooms, library, 
and the gym. This wasn’t big enough to support 
its growing members and therefore more renova-
tion and space was needed. As a result , the Club 
members now enjoy a teen room near the gym, play 
room, music room, and classroom above the gym.  

Big Expansion
The Club Keeps Growing
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James Holmes, Walter Simmons, and 
Vince DelMonte

2013: Gymnasium named in honor of long 
time Club alumni and former staff members 
Walter B. Simmons and Edward Campbell.

The Frank Callen Boys & Girls Club ran a program 
at the Kayton Homes Recreation Center. This build-
ing was owned by the Housing Authority of Savan-
nah and certain funding allowed the Club to run its 
programs there for several years. This site served a 
membership of 200 children.

Kayton Homes Recreation
2006-2014



2000’s
Kayton Homes Recreation Center, new Computer Room, and a Gym Dedication

break time
Saturday Football Game in Daffin 

Park 

The Picture on the left is the new comput-
er room funded by the Hodge Foundation. 
The Picture of the right is of children play-
ing at Kayton Homes Recreation Center.

In early 2000 the Club was able to turn an 
outdated classroom into a computer lab 
with the help of the Hodge Foundation. 
Children at the Club are now not only able 
to learn through a different medium, but 
also improve their technology skills with 
the up to date software.

A New Computer Room
Continued Help from the Hodge Foundation
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h e a lt h y  l i f e s t y l e

“Youth of the 
Year is our 

signature effort 
to foster a new 
generation of 
leaders, fully 

prepared to live 
and lead in a 

diverse, global 
and integrated 
world econo-
my.” - Boys & 
Girls Club of 

America
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Present day: The 
Club serves over 1,000 
young people each year 
and 300 members daily.

The Club is open 51 weeks 
of the year, afternoon and 
evenings during school 
days and all day on school 
vacations.

Youth of the Year 2016 &2017: Qweita 
Eastman

In 2015 the Club Started its 
Mentoring Program

2nd Annual Superhero 
Fun Run dedicated to 
those in the Savan-
nah community who 
helped with the after-
math of Hurricane 
Matthew.
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The Frank Callen Boys & Girls Club runs 
a summer camp each year for its youth. 

Spanning the entire summer, the kids are 
offered a Free Lunch Program and enjoy 
activities such as playing sports, swim-

ming, arts & crafts, science projects, 
field trips, steel drums, a summer read-

ing program and much more. 

100 Year Celebration Annual Frank Callen Alumni & 
Friends Association Banquet
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Georgia Hall of Fame
Boys & Girls Club of America
{2011} Frank Callen Inducted
{2016} John Delware Inducted

James Green, Walter Simmons, and Charles Mathis 
accepting John S. Delaware’s award for the Georgia Hall of 

Fame of Boys & Girls Clubs of America October, 2016

Walter Simmons and Vince DelMonte at Frank Callen’s 
induction to the Georgia Hall of Fame of Boys & Girls Clubs 

of America October, 2011

32



33 A Few Photos of Our Dedicated Aumni 

Frank Callen Boys & Girls Clubs Alumni & 
Friends Assocaition

 The Alumni and Friends Association is 
compiled of past members, coaches, 

administration, volunteers, and community 
supporters of the Frank Callen Boys & Girls 
Club.  The Association continues to support 

the children and programs of the Frank 
Callen Program, as well as provides an 

active body for past members and 
supporters to stay involved with the 

program, our local community, and with 
one another.
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8-U Football National 
Champs at the Georgia 
State Capital Meeting with 
Govenor Nathan Deal.

Evander Holyfield vists the 
Club and gives an inspiring 
talk to the youth during the 
summer program 2017.

Executive Director, Vince 
DelMonte recieving a sur-
prise birthday greeting 2017.

Arts & Crafts Class

Fort Pulaski Field Trip
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Healthy Fun Day in the Park 
2013 An event sponsered by 
the Club and Wellcare Insur-
ance on a hot Thursday
afternoon. 

Frank Callen 10-U Baseball 
Team before the playoffs.

Never a Dull Moment 

Football Practice Mentoring the Youth
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Robotics Class

Sabria Jones Youth of the Year 
for the State of Georgia 2014

Sabria Jones Youth of the Year for the 
State of Georgia 2014

Split Savannah Bananas

Unit Director Karen Hamilton and 
Evander Holyfield 
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Pastor from Ebenezer 
Plays Checkers

Frank Callen Cheerleader

Senate candidate 
Michelle Nunn

Club Member

A Few More Pictures
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Frank Callen “Wolverines” Cheer Squad 2001Frank Callen 1950’s Cheer Squad

8-U Football National Champs 2016Frank Callen Baseball Player 1974

10-U Basketball State Champs 2012Pee Wee’s Offense Lineman 1972



ATHLETICS
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1st Baseball Uniform 1950’s

1974 Football Team

1974 Basketball Team
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Walter B. SImmons
Board Member, Executive Director, Former 
Coach, Program Director, and Alumnus

Profile Spotlight:

Younger Years at the Club

 Walter is the oldest acting mem-
ber of the Frank Callen Boys & Girls 
Club. He grew up down the street from 
the Club and became a member when 
he was five years old.  His close prox-
imity made for an exciting entrance. 
To get to the Club, Walter would climb 
on the top of row houses and follow 
the roof line down until he was able 
to jump off and land inside. Walter 
was a unique member because he had 
the pleasure of knowing and being in-
fluenced by the Club’s founder, Frank 
Callen. He specifically remembers Mr. 
Callen kicking him out of the Club on 
several occasions, because he did not 
want to go home yet when the day 
had come to an end.
 One of the most memorable 
times was the annual Christmas party. 

It began outside singing Christmas 
carols and standing by the campfire to 
keep warm. Once they had a building 
it was moved inside. Walter said Ms. 
Hodge, the Club’s biggest benefactor, 
always attended. When she arrived, the 
boys would sing her favorite song, ‘Go 
Tell it on the Mountain.’
 Throughout the year, Mr. Cal-
len would take note if a boy’s shoes 
were torn or if someone was missing a 
jacket.  At the annual Christmas party, 
every child would receive a large bag of 
food and another present: a sweater, 
jacket, hat, or shoes. It always seemed 
to be something they needed at that 
time. Walter wondered how Mr. Callen 
was able to give out such presents. He 
now thinks it was due to his partner-
ship with the postman, John Delaware, 
who carried the mail on Broughton 
Street, since he would have known all 
the merchants.  Regardless of where 
the presents came from, Walter said 
Levy’s gave something every year. 
Walter, till this day, goes to Levy’s if 
he needs a watch or something similar 
and tells them why he is there, “Be-
cause you were good to Frank Callen 
back in the day.”
 Walter became a volunteer when 
he was in high school. He remembers 
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ship teams he coached in baseball 
and basketball, implementing the 
first city-wide league in the black 
community and initiating the first 
varsity basketball program at the 
Club.

Present Day

        Walter has been an active 
member of the Frank Callen Boys 
& Girls Club Alumni and Friends 
Association since its inception 30 
years ago. He serves as an advisor 
to the association and continues 
to help the Club in any way he 
can.  After Walter retired from the 
public school system of Savannah-
Chatham County, he began tutoring 
children at the Club in mathemat-
ics. Today, the Walter B. Simmons 
Gymnasium stands as a physical 
manifestation of the Club’s deep 
appreciation for Walter’s years 
of service.
members Mr. Callen kicking him 
ut of the Club on several occa-

the Club as a safe haven during his 
youth. At a time when bootlegging, 
crime, prostitution, and gambling 
were rampant, the Club was a safe 
place to go after school, which kept 
them off the streets. The Club was 
not only a place for him to be with his 
friends but also offered an opportu-
nity to learn new skills and gave some 
introduction to various occupations 
through the programs Frank Callen 
implemented. Walter fondly remem-
bers shoe making, carpentry, brick 
masonry, and cooking classes, along 
with many others that would have 
otherwise not been accessible unless 
one went to Savannah State.

Athletics

        When Walter moved back to 
Savannah after joining the Navy 
and finishing college, he once again 
started volunteering at the Club. 
After recognizing that there were 
not any city organized sports for the 
African-American community in the 
early 1950’s, Walter asked Mrs. Cal-
len, the director at the time, if she 
would sponsor a varsity basketball 
team. Part of the deal was that Walter 
would work at no cost. The newly cre-
ated basketball team was for the boys 
who could not afford to play on their 
school’s teams since they had to work 
every day after school to support 
their families and could not attend 
practice. Walter remembers those 
times as exciting and challenging as 
he tried to constantly find games and 
tournaments for his boys to play in. 
Until this day, he is known for the 
many state and regional champion-

Walter Simmons and the 
1967 Boxing Team
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A New Addition
In 2017 the Frank Callen 

Boys & Girls Club opened 
an additional center at 
Tompkins Center. This 
new location will allow 
the Club to serve more 

children.
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“The Frank Callen Boys & Girls Club had a 
large impact on my life. I am lucky to be where 

I am” -Qweita Eastman
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Character & Leadership Development Programs

These programs are committed to helping youth become re-
sponsible, caring citizens and to acquire skills for participat-
ing in the democratic process. Through the programs that the 
FCBGC offers, youth also develop leadership skills and have op-
portunities for planning, decision-making, contributing to the 
Club and community, and celebrating our national heritage.

Education and Career Development Program

The Education and Career Development program enables youth 
to become proficient in basic education disciplines, apply 
learning to everyday situations and utilize technology to ex-
cel in a career. Some featured programs are: Power Hour, Job 
Ready, Reading Programs, Club Tech and “Diplomas 2 Degrees.”

Sports, Fitness and Recreation Program

The Sports, Fitness, and Recreation program develops fitness, 
positive use of leisure time, skills for stress management and 
social skills. Examples are team sports, fitness testing, aerobic 
activities, athletic leagues, tournaments, game room activities 
and special social events.

Health & Life Skills Programs

The Health and Life Skills programs develops young people’s 
capacity to engage in positive behaviors that feature their own 
well-being, set personal goals and live successfully as self-suf-
ficient adults. Examples of programs are SMART Moves, Street 
SMART, SMART Girls, Broader Horizons, Goals for Growth, as well 
as local health and prevention programs.

The Arts Program

The Arts program enables youth to develop their creative and 
cultural awareness through knowledge and an appreciation of 
visual arts, crafts, performing arts and creative writing. Ex-
amples include arts and crafts, ceramics, photography, origami, 
painting, drawing, ethnic exploration programs, and art appre-
ciation.

Programs in 2017
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68% of Club 12th 
graders volunteer at 
least once per month, 
compared with 39% 
of 12th graders na-
tionally

The Impact

31% of Club girls 
ages 12 to 15 are 
physically active 
every day, compared 
with 23% of girls in 
the same age range 
nationally

Boys & Girls Club of America 

Boys & Girls Clubs of America’s research shows that young people who 
attend a Club regularly tend to do better than their peers nationally.

90% of Club ninth 
graders report ab-
staining from drink-
ing alcohol in the past 
30 days, compared 
with 77% of ninth 
graders nationally

41% less likely to 
get into a fight

21% Less likely to 
ever skip school

40% More likely to 
be on track to gradu-
ate from highschool

https://www.facebook.com/fcbgc/ 

Designed by: Sarah 
DeLoach



Frank Callen 
Boys & Girls Club
 
 510 E. Charlton Street Savannah, GA 31401

912-233-2939 | bgcsavannah.org


