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MEETING NOTES  

July 28th, 2020  
GoToMeeting Remote Call-In: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/367963005 

Participants: Alaric Bien (City of Redmond), Alex O’Reilly (City of Bellevue), 

Armaghan Baghoori (City of Kirkland), Catalina Gomez (Hopelink), Cindi Gyselink 

(GRTMA), Christy Stangland (City of Bellevue), Corey Holder (King County Metro), 

Griffin Cole (CCSWW), Gunner Scott (King County Metro), Hannah Kimball 

(Bellevue Network on Aging), Linda Woodall (Eastside Friends of Seniors), Mandy 

Wes (Alliance of People with disAbilities), Marie Jensen (Bellevue Department of 

Transportation), Marty Boggs (City of Redmond), Nathan Emory 

(RARET/Hopelink), Rori Kirkpatrick (City of Sammamish), Sam Nigh (SHAG), 

Shuming Yan (Bellevue Department of Transportation) 

Staff Support: Bree Boyce, Camille Heatherly 

WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS, & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

The meeting began at 1:00pm. Attendees provided introductions.  

Marie Jenson shared about city of Bellevue’s WSDOT grant to develop the 

branding and service for an Uber-esque kind of service within crossroads.  

Camille promoted two upcoming events happening in July and August.  

The Redmond Panel Discussion was held on Thursday, July 30th from 11:00am-

12:00pm via Zoom. Camille also shared details about the KCLS partnership and 

upcoming events occurring at four different dates on August 12th, August 13th, 

August 18th, and August 20th. Register here and reach out to Sara Sisco with 

questions at SSisco@hopelink.org.  

Additional announcements included the King County Mobility Coalition 

Transportation Needs Assessment, RARET bi-weekly partner meetings and 

upcoming presentation at the NCMM roundtable event, the now open WSDOT 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/367963005
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/getting-around-puget-sound-tickets-114325562836
mailto:SSisco@hopelink.org
https://irp-cdn.multiscreensite.com/c86a044e/files/uploaded/7%2028%2020%20Meeting%20Slidedeck.pdf
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Consolidated Grant funding opportunity, and King County Metro updates about 

General Manager updates and lay-off of 200 part-time transit operators. Please 

find additional details on the meeting presentation slides.  

EASTSIDE MOBILITY UPDATES 

EATS Workgroup 

EATS came to agreement during the last workgroup meeting to focus their efforts 

to COVID relief. Workgroup members will continue to promote food access for 

individuals living on the Eastside.  

KCMC Website Resources 

Camille encouraged meeting attendees to visit the KCMobility resources page 
which provides access to previous meeting notes, reports, helpful documents, and 
more. 

PRESENTATION: BELLEVUE SOUTH DOWNTOWN I-405 ACCESS STUDY 
MARIE JENSON & SHUMING YANG, BELLEVUE TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT 

Marie and Shuming explained that the need for improved vehicle access on I-405 
in the South Downtown Bellevue was first identified in 2002 in the I-405 Master 
Plan. Since then, the need has been noted in additional plans and designs 
throughout the last two decades.  
 
As required by state’s Growth Management Act, all jurisdictions within the central 
Puget Sound region must plan collaboratively for future growth. Bellevue, like all 
other jurisdictions, has an obligation to share this planned growth. The most 
future growth is expected in Downtown, Wilburton, and Bel-Red. 
 
For more information, please see the meeting presentation here.  
 
Bellevue Transportation Department will host a virtual open house on Monday, 
August 3rd where they ask community to weigh in on the options presented. A 
second open house will be scheduled during November. Shuming and Marie 
emphasized that the upcoming open house will be a great space for residents to 

https://resources.kcmobility.org/
https://irp-cdn.multiscreensite.com/c86a044e/files/uploaded/7%2028%2020%20Meeting%20Slidedeck.pdf
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share feedback, suggestions, concerns. By January 2021 the documentation and 
community engagement report will be completed. 

 
The presentation concluded for participants to share questions and concerns: 

• Question: What is the need for increased access to I-405 when it’s only at 
capacity for several hours per day? 

o Response: Bellevue anticipates there to be a lot of growth in the 
coming years and this will cause increased burden for the existing 
inter-changes. The project goal is to relieve congestion on the 
existing inter-changes and accommodate new growth. It’s more 
about serving anticipated needs 

• Question: What are the advantages to this construction for people who 
aren’t using cars? 

o Response: Sound Transit’s Link light rail is expected to open in 
2023 and Bellevue’s Grand Connection, a pedestrian and bike 
corridor will connect it to the Eastrail. The I-405 project aims to 
create an interchange that benefits these additional projects and 
doesn’t cause significant impacts or barriers to users.  

• Concern: It seems to make more sense to add access to HOV and public 
transit to get into the express lanes. 

o Response: Shuming showed the express toll lanes access to/from 
south at SE 6th st highlighting this offers that solution 

• Question: What about adding congestion to 405? 
o Response: This is a part of the study and will be assessed in 

regards to “travel time” piece of evaluation criteria. The aim is to 
identify if it will save time or cause more delay. 

• Question: How does COVID affect these plans? 
o Response: This a multi-year plan which will take several years or 

even decades to fully implement so there will be multiple 
evaluation points 

ROUNDTABLE & NEXT STEPS 

At the meeting’s close, Camille asked the meeting attendees if they had any 

additional announcements or asks to make the group. 
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Mandy shared that COVID has created a huge shift in her everyday life it has been 

hard to plan for 2021. She went on to say that she sheltered in place for a while 

and only recently started using the bus again.  

Corey announced that King County Metro service changes will occur September 

19th through to the 21st. Gunner added that Metro employees will continue to 

work from home throughout the rest of 2020. There are also certain parts of the 

county that continues to see high ridership due to lack of stay-at-home job 

options. They will continue to make sure that riders and operators are safe.  

Mandy mentioned that she has attended multiple meetings which discussed how 

masks have made communication difficult for people who are hard of hearing. 

She added that it is an important thing to keep in mind and might be helpful to 

find alternative PPE. Gunner added that King County has been working to provide 

clear face masks to support deaf and hard of hearing people. King County will 

make clear face masks available to employees as part of its efforts to support 

deaf and hard of hearing people at work and in the community. Clear face masks 

are critical for the deaf and hard of hearing community, but they are only 

effective if the hearing community wears them. Therefore, it’s important that our 

customer-facing employees and employees who have deaf and hard of hearing 

coworkers have access to these types of masks. King County has ordered 3,600 

clear face masks for customer-facing and other employees who may need them 

to communicate with customers and coworkers.   

For people with hearing difficulties, having the mouth covered is still a major 

barrier. At least 5% of the worlds’ population has a disabling hearing loss.  

Armaghan shared about the changes to the Community Van program 

requirements to allow solo passengers and food delivery. They have been mostly 

conducting food delivery and continue to operate without fare collection.  
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NEXT MEETING 

When:  Tuesday, September 29th from 1:00pm – 2:30pm 

Where: TBA; Remote via Zoom 

 

EASTSIDE EASY RIDER COLLABORATIVE CONTACT: 

Camille Heatherly, Eastside Mobility Coordinator  
(cheatherly@hopelink.org / 425.625.6784) 

mailto:cheatherly@hopelink.org

