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Access to Work and School Committee 

MEETING NOTES 

Tuesday, August 11th, 2020 
Zoom Remote Meeting 
  
Participants: Brock Howell (SNOTRAC), Christopher Andree (City of Tukwila), Daniel Viles 
(Duwamish Valley Safe Streets), Dylan Jouliot (Commute Seattle), Jeff Keever (Seattle Central 
College), Julie Burrell (King County Metro), Justin Fellores (DSHS), Laura Lee Sturm (City of 
Seattle), Laura Svancarek (STEER – ORCA for Small Business), and Wren Barulick (Commute 
Seattle). 
 
Presenters: Don Brubeck (West Seattle Bike Connections) and Peaches Thomas (Duwamish 
Valley Safe Streets) 
 
Staff Support: Cassidy Giampetro, Bebhinn Gilbert, and Staci Sahoo 
 

WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The meeting began at 1:00 PM. 

 

Attendees introduced themselves, saving their announcements for Roundtable Sharing 

reserved at the end of the meeting. 

 

PRESENTATION: IMPACTS OF THE WEST SEATTLE BRIDGE CLOSURE 

 

Peaches Thomas of Duwamish Valley Safe Streets and Don Brubeck of West Seattle Bike 
Connections presented on the impacts of the West Seattle Bridge closure to communities in the 
area. The West Seattle Bridge was suddenly closed by the Seattle Department of 
Transportation in early 2020 after the identification of bridge cracking. It is the most used bridge 
in Seattle and transported over 100,000 cars, trucks, and buses daily. The closure coincided 
with Washington state’s Stay at Home order, alleviating some of the burden to reroute around 
the closure; however, SDOT’s current planning to repair the bridge puts its reopening years out.  
 
Communities in West Seattle are already experiencing changes due to modified mobility flows 
and emphasized isolation cofounded by COVID-19. Businesses in West Seattle have noted 
delays in deliveries both caused by disrupted maritime and freight commerce as well as on-the-
ground issues. COVID-19 has prompted businesses to transition to online delivery as well, but 
they have noticed a decrease in customers that they also attribute to increased congestion 
around their storefronts. They have also noted issues with employees being able to arrive to 
work. For families and youth, many neighborhoods are now facing more traffic on their streets, 
asserting increased attention and need for pedestrian and cyclist safety. Communities that are 
typically underserved, including those living in food deserts or without quick access to nearby 
hospitals, are being cut-off from essential services. Property values in the area are also 
decreasing.  
 
SDOT and King County Metro have developed their own plans, mostly based on scenarios 
variable on the bridge’s timeline for reopening, to accommodate mobility changes. Currently, 
communities in West Seattle are benefiting from the overlap between increased remote work 
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due to COVID-19; however, traffic is slowly picking up. With increases in biking and walking 
occurring in West Seattle, community organizations like West Seattle Bike Connections, 
Duwamish Valley Safe Streets, Cascade Bicycle Club, and Seattle Neighborhood Greenways 
are building a coalition to advocate for progress in cyclist and pedestrian safety in this area. 
 
To view the presentation slides, click here. 
 
After the presentation, our presenters fielded the following questions: 
 
Q: Are more bike lockers at the water taxi being considered? 
A: The water taxi mostly serves the north end of West Seattle and this demographic. It is also a 
more expensive mode per rider than the bus. The dock has limited capacity to increase bike 
lockers and getting more would be expensive.  
 
Q: Are essential workers receiving any direct communications about rerouting and bike 
networks, as shown on the slides? 
A: Communications on bike networks are being spread most widely through informal networks 
like Facebook and also blogs like the West Seattle Blog, Cascade Bicycle Club’s networks, the 
Seattle Bike Blog, and the Urbanist.  
 
The group also discussed the active participation of the West Seattle community in mobility 
surveys and feedback opportunities. First/last mile solutions, like the former Ride2, were 
discussed as potential solutions for increased mobility options.  
 
If you would like to get involved in safe street and alternative mobility advocacy or learn more 
about this presentation, contact Peaches Thomas at PeachesThomas@dvsafestreets.org or 
Don Brubeck at westseattlebikeconnections@gmail.com.  
 

DISCUSSION: OUR WORK AS A COMMITTEE 

 

For this discussion, attendees were asked various questions about the function of the Access to 

Work and School Committee both short and long term. After reviewing recent projects produced 

by the Committee and it’s guiding documents, members shared their evaluations of the 

Committee’s value and possible adjustments that can be made. Below are some takeaways 

from this discussion: 

• Combining the two topics of work and school can result in members only invested in one 

of the two not fully prioritizing all meetings and/or being less involved with projects that 

don’t overlap with their interest area. 

o Other attendees shared that they appreciated the combination of the two 

focuses, as there is so much overlap, but do agree that they are more likely to 

attend when agenda topics or projects align more closely with their own 

narrowed work. 

• Many attendees affirmed a need for the Committee and specifically pointed out the value 

of information sharing. They value the way they can learn new things when coming to 

these meetings through presentations or roundtable sharing. They are then able to share 

this information in their own work. 

• An attendee shared that it can be unclear to discern the division between project 

management done by Hopelink staff support versus when Committee members should 

volunteer their own capacity to contribute to a project. They stated they’d appreciate 

https://irp-cdn.multiscreensite.com/c86a044e/files/uploaded/West%20Seattle%20Bridge%20Closure%20Impacts%20FINAL.pdf
mailto:PeachesThomas@dvsafestreets.org
mailto:westseattlebikeconnections@gmail.com
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more guidance understanding when either should occur. They like the format in which 

Hopelink staff support work on projects and then review progress with the Committee for 

feedback. 

• The group appreciates the Committee’s focus on underserved populations, which can 

serve to re-center this in their own work. 

• There was discussion of facilitating more opportunity for Committee members to bring 

their own projects to the group and ask for support and feedback. 

 

This discussion will help staff support determine next steps for the Committee as many holds 

and delays have been made to projects due to COVID-19. 

 

If you have any additional feedback to provide about the Committee, reach out to Cassidy 

Giampetro at CGiampetro@hopelink.org.  

 

ROUNDTABLE SHARING 

 

Attendees were invited to share any updates or announcements with the group if they had any. 

 

Chris Andree with the City of Tukwila shared about their SKC Trips platform, which experienced 

a pause during the pandemic but recently reopened with a survey. They are looking for ways to 

follow-up with folks who don’t have access to web-based surveys, currently calling to touch-

base on commute questions and comfort traveling during COVID-19. Bebhinn Gilbert, South 

King County Mobility Coordinator who is partnering to support the outreach effort, shared that 

the people she has talked to as part of this effort have expressed surprising levels of safety 

getting around. 

 

Dylan Jouliot of Commute Seattle shared that his agency has published a blog post on the 

findings of an impacts of COVID-19 to businesses survey, including commute trends, distributed 

in May. The findings align with national trends showing shifts to remote work.  

 

Towards the beginning of the meeting, Laura Svancarek shared that the ORCA for Business 

Program has maintained its funding and is exploring ways to work with small businesses on 

their commutes during COVID-19 office changes. 

 

ACTION ITEMS 

• Cassidy will connect Wren Barulick with presenter Don Brubeck about further West 

Seattle alignment. 

• Cassidy will share any Committee structural changes to the group prior to the next 

meeting. 

 

NEXT MEETING 

Tuesday, October 13th, 1:00 PM- 2:30 PM, Remote 

 

ACCESS TO WORK AND SCHOOL CONTACT 

mailto:CGiampetro@hopelink.org
https://www.tukwilawa.gov/departments/community-development/transportation-demand-management-program/
https://commuteseattle.com/articles/survey-results-workplace-experiences-during-coronavirus/
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Cassidy Giampetro, Program Supervisor    

CGiampetro@hopelink.org     

425.943.3940   

mailto:CGiampetro@hopelink.org

