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MEETING NOTES 

March 28th, 2017  
Fall City Library 
 

Participants: Aaron Morrow (Citizen at Large), Alaric Bien (City of Redmond), Amy Biggs (Mt. Si 

Senior Center), Benjamin Tibbetts (Hopelink), Brittany Krein (Hopelink), Corie Adams (Sound 

Transit), DeAnna Martin (King County Metro), Julian Graef (Hopelink), Julie Perry (King County 

Metro), Penny Lara (King County Metro), Tristan Cook (King County Metro), 

 

Staff Support: Mark Carson (Hopelink) 

 

WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The meeting began at 1:00pm. Attendees provided introductions.  

Brittany Krein (Hopelink) gave updates on upcoming outreach events.  

Amy Biggs (Mt. Si Senior Center) gave updates on the Easter Seals Grant to develop a long-

term transportation plan for the Snoqualmie Valley. The goal is to develop and be part of an 

integral part of a transit plan for the valley. Work will begin in June. 

Mark gave a recap of the recent “Beyond the Bus” transportation fair. 

 

PRESENTATION: METRO FARES WORK PROGRAM.  

DEANNA MARTIN (KING COUNTY DOT) 

 

King County Department of Transportation is currently working on a 2-year program to assess 

ways to improve Metro’s Fare Structure. The goal is a simpler/cleaner system which can then 

be used to help create the next generation of ORCA. 

 

Significant questions/comments/concerns raised during the presentation included: An 

impression by older adults in Snoqualmie Valley that KC Metro are too expensive for what is 

available. Confusion about how ORCA e-purse works and fears around being stranded. A 

question was raised about removing a cash payment system and how fares would be paid. 

Would there be a book of tickets, a phone app, or some sort of tap-on/tap-off system.  The goal 

is not to eliminate cash or transfers. Other concerns were educating users about new 

technology, the ability for service agencies to continue being able to hand out something like a 

bus ticket to clients, and the limiting capacity of Park and Ride parking. 
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The next meeting of the Fare-Engagement Group is next week. 

 

PRESENTATION: SR-520 REVISION  

TRISTAN COOK (KC METRO), Julie Perry (KC METRO), Adams (Sound Transit) 

 

King County Metro and Sound Transit are working together to make it easier and more efficient 

to get commuters from the east side to downtown Seattle.  With current estimates of area 

growth for the near and mid-term, bus travel in and out of the downtown area will likely get more 

difficult.  Partnering with Sound Transit and transferring passengers at the Husky Stadium 

terminal to bring commuters into the city is thought to be a more efficient option.   

 

Currently there is a request for members of the public to advise KC Metro and Sound Transit. 

This advisory group will meet 8-10 times. Apply online. The deadline is April 2. 

 

Questions were raised about parking challenges, overall commute time, and the impact of this 

type of transfer on riders using mobility devices.  There are other projects focused on increasing 

park and ride capacity. The estimates are that the majority of riders would see a reduction in 

commute times, and that no commute times would increase.  And the impacts of riders with 

mobility devices has yet to be worked out. 

ACTION ITEMS 

Aaron Morrow agreed to be part of the Fare-Outreach Advisory group and report back to 

the Collaborative about progress. 

 

NEXT MEETING 

Tuesday, May 30th 

TBD 

 

EASTSIDE EASY RIDER COLLABORATIVE CONTACT 

 

Mark Carson, staff 

MCarson@hopelink.org 

425.943.6771 


