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MEETING NOTES 

July 25th  
City of Bellevue 
 

Participants: Alex O’Reilly (City of Bellevue), Brittany Krein (Hopelink), Dave Wagar (Kirkland 

Senior Council), Dave Waggoner (Veterans Coalition), Hannah Kimball (BNOA), Kavya 

Dharmarajan (Sophia’s Way), Kimberly Scrivner (PSRC), Lindsay Jensen (DSHS), Rebecca 

Rayner (Issaquah Food Bank),  Vicki Rouillard (Citizen at Large), 

Staff Support: Mark Carson (Hopelink) 

 

WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The meeting began at 1:00pm. Attendees provided introductions.  

Mark Carson (Hopelink) gave an update on a project happening in the South King County 

Mobility Coalition (SKCMC) 

 The South King County Mobility Coalition (SKCMC) is partnering with King County 

Metro, Sound Generations, Puget Sound Educational Service District (PSESD), Aging 

and Disability Services (ADS), and others to put together a Volunteer Driver Summit on 

October 25th at the Kent Commons. This will be primarily focused on the challenges of 

administering, funding, and recruiting volunteer drivers, but if you or your organization 

uses volunteers as a significant workforce, this will be one to attend. See the attached 

flyer and be watching for updates through the mailing list. 

Brittany Krein (Hopelink) gave updates on upcoming outreach events.  

 Nearing completion of the Get Moving guide for Redmond, a resource for staff at 
facilities to use as a reference when suggesting services to clients. Also includes a 
condensed 1-page handout for easy printing and distribution. For anyone interested, 
they can contact me at sramachandra@hopelink.org or (425) 943-6731. 

 Motor Madness will be on August 22nd at the Redmond Senior Center from 10:30 AM to 
1 PM. Motor Madness is an event showcasing classic cars and other vehicles. We are 
planning on having the spare Redmond LOOP van available for event participants to 
check out. 

 We have 8 days of upcoming outreach at Bellevue College for the start of Fall Quarter. 
This is the busiest quarter since the majority of new students start at this time.  

 We will also be hosting a Welcoming Week event at the Bellevue Hopelink site on 
Wednesday, September 13th from 12-4pm. The event will help to connect immigrants 
and refugees to local services such as transportation, housing, education, and job 
placement. If organizations are interested in participating, they can reach out to Sagar. 
Here is a promotional piece for the event:  
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As part of Welcoming Week for new immigrants and refugees, Hopelink is hosting a 

resource fair on Wednesday, September 13th from 12 PM to 4 PM at its Bellevue center 

located at 14812 Main St, Bellevue, WA 98007. This fair will connect these new arrivals 

to the vast array of services available to them in the King County area by inviting local 

non-profits to share resources for job placement, health insurance, transportation 

opportunities, ESL classes, and more! Through this event, we want to celebrate the 

values that ensure that our community remains inclusive and welcoming to both 

newcomers and existing residents. If you would like more information or are interested in 

being an exhibitor at this event, please contact Sagar Ramachandra at 425-943-6731 or 

sramachandra@hopelink.org.  

 

PRESENTATION: TRANSPORTATION 2040.  

KIMBERLY SCRIVNER (PSRC) 

 

The Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) is currently updating the region's long-range 

transportation plan, Transportation 2040, which is a 30-year plan addressing how to improve the 

transportation system to meet the needs of our rapidly growing region. The current update 

focuses on: showcasing investments, addressing near-term gaps in performance and funding, 

and getting ahead of futures issues such as technology and climate changes as well as 

maintenance and preservation. 

The plan update will include an integrated transit network based on new service and long-range 

transit plans. The plan also includes a 4-part strategy to address greenhouse gasses, as well as 

updates to sections regarding: freight, Special Needs transportation, Bicycle/active 

transportation, and performance plans. 

During the question and answer session, questions included 

 How are disability numbers determined? 

o The data is comes from the most recent census where individuals self-reported. 

 What differentiates Special Needs from Disabilities 

o Special Needs includes those with disabilities, but also those who do not or 

cannot drive due to age, English proficiency, or other challenges.   

Some of the feedback given to Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) included: 

 The need for travel training for immigrants and the ageing population to understand how 

to use transit services. 

 Temporal gaps of existing transit service could be improved as well as spatial gaps to 

rural areas. 

 

DISCUSSION: SOPHIA WAY MAP  

ALEX O’REILLY (CITY OF BELLEVUE), KAVYA DHARMARAJAN (SOPHIA WAY) 
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The Eastside Easy Rider Collaborative has been working with Sophia’s Way to produce a travel 

tools map showing nearby locations of interest. This is similar to the map created for the Friends 

of Youth shelter at The Landing. Kavya Dharmarajan brought feedback from Sophia Way about 

what is and is not helpful about the map (see attachment). This included: 

 - Small, hard to read (Average age for clientele is 55.  Most have or need glasses) 

 - Missing Eastside Community Aid under Thrift Stores 

 - Lists Lakeside Christian address for our EWS- how can we keep this up to date? Can 

we just list the phone number and say "call for current location"? 

 - Missing New Bethlehem, family EWS, other family services 

 - Missing ELAP 

 - Missing Islamic Centers in Redmond and Kirkland (they give bus tickets, etc.) 

 - Missing Kirkland parks (we are so close to Kirkland) 

 - Lists our address as 3030 Bellevue Way NE, should be 3032 

 - Lists office phone number for shelter. The shelter phone number is 425.896.7385  

 - Most of our clients are pretty familiar with bus routes and such. I think the important 

information is covered on the service list (address, hours, telephone number, etc.). 

 - After looking at the brochure it's wonderful that it has so many resources! If the text at 

the bottom of the resource table could be moved to the map side of the brochure, I think 

that would help our older women be able to read the tiny print easier.  

 - Also, if there was a key on the map side to what the colored bus routes are, that would 

help as well.  

 

ACTION ITEMS 

Alex O’Reilly will pass suggestions along to Graphics and GIS professionals for 

adjustments. 

 

NEXT MEETING 

Tuesday, September 28th 

City of Issaquah. 

 

EASTSIDE EASY RIDER COLLABORATIVE CONTACT 

 

Mark Carson, staff 

MCarson@hopelink.org 

425.943.6771 

tel:(425)%20896-7385

