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MEETING NOTES 

September 26th 
Issaquah City Hall  
 
Participants: Alaric Bien (City of Redmond), Brittany Krein (Hopelink), Corrie Adams (Sound 

Transit), Dave Waggoner (Veterans Coalition), Hannah Kimball (BNOA), Joel Sisolak (Capital 

Hill Housing), Kris Van Dyke (Hopelink), Martha Sassorossi (City of Issaquah), Rita Baoh (City 

of Sammamish), Ryan Miller (King County Metro), Tristan Cook (King County DOT), Vicki 

Rouillard (Citizen at Large). 

Staff Support: Staci Haber  

 

WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The meeting began at 1:00pm. Attendees provided introductions.  

Staci Haber gave an update on a projects happening King County.  

 The Volunteer Driver Summit will be happening on October 25, 2017 from 9:00am-

3:30pm at the Kent Commons Rainier Room. This is a FREE summit that will bring 

together our partners in the community - all in an effort to create dialogue surrounding 

program concerns, funding, leveraging volunteers for your transportation program and 

brainstorming and discussing new ideas.  The summit will build awareness of volunteer 

driver programs, connect you with other best practices and strategize about future 

resources in our community.    

 The next King County Mobility Coalition Education and Outreach Community 

Transportation Field Trip Series events will take place in October and November. The 

first will take place on Friday, October 13th at the Northshore Senior Center from 

10:00am to 11:00am. The second will take place at The Hopelink Medicaid Brokerage in 

Bellevue on Friday, November 3rd from 10:00am to 11:00am.  

 The Seattle Stand Down will take place on December 14th and 15th. The Seattle Stand 

Down is a direct service event dedicated to providing Puget Sound area Veterans, 

current Service Members, and their family experiencing homelessness or housing 

instability with services spanning shelter and housing assistance, medical and dental 

care, legal services, employment resources, and beyond.  

 King County Metro currently has an invitation to bid on the latest Job Access and 

Reverse Commute (JARC) grant. The deadline to apply is October 11th.  

 Staci Haber is the interim Eastside Mobility Coordinator until a replacement is hired. 

Brittany Krein and Kris Van Dyke can also be used as a resource.  
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PRESENTATION: UPDATE: LINK CONNECTIONS 520 PROJECT  

Corrie Adams, Sound Transit and Tristan Cook, King County Metro 

Sound Transit provided updates on Phase 2 for the Sound Transit Link Light Rail that will be 

connecting to the Eastside.   

 There are joint effort with King County Metro and Sound Transit for ten routes between 

the eastside and Seattle. 

 There will be a period of maximum constraint due to various projects occurring at once. 

 The downtown transit tunnel will be closing to busses, which means the 255 will be on 

the surface streets, which may cause additional delays. 

 King County Metro and Sound Transit will be back to November meeting to discuss 

more detailed information about the project and Phase 3.  

 

BRIEFING: KING COUNTY METRO’S EASTSIDE COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS PROGRAM 

RYAN MILLER (KING COUNTY METRO) 

 

King County Metro's Community Connections used to be called Alternative Services. They had 

three priorities for being established: mitigating service reductions, special projects, and 

complementing existing services.  

 

Community Connections are places that can’t be accommodated by transitional public transit 

infrastructure and creates partnerships with communities to reduce local transportation barriers.  

 

There are 15 projects occurring right now, which go though four phases: outreach to identify 

needs, implementation of solutions, rolling out services, and performance measures. 

 

All of these projects are two-year pilot projects with continuing evaluation processes. Once the 

two years are up, the service is either discontinued, or becomes a regular program. 

BRIEFING: ORCA Affordable Multifamily Development Passport Program (see slides) 

JOEL SISOLAK (CAPITAL HILL HOUSING) 

 

Joel Sisolak is a sustainability and planning director for Capitol Hill Housing (CHH) as part of 

their EcoDistrict initiative. CHH complexes are located within Seattle City limits, with one 

complex in White Center.  

The Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT), in partnership with CHH piloted a program to 

offer ORCA Multifamily Passports to residents of buildings offering affordable housing units. The 

funding for this project was provided by SDOT, while program implementation was done by 

CHH. The program has been ongoing for the past 1.5 years. The purpose of this project was to 
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increase the independence of residents by making transit more accessible to those with low-

income.  

ORCA Multifamily Passports are cards with a loaded monthly pass. The existing ORCA 

Multifamily Passport program offers these cards by bundling the costs into rent. Typically there 

is a 50/50 split in who subsidizes this program, between residents and property management. 

This factor limits it to market-rate buildings, which can bundle these costs. For affordable 

housing units, this cost bundling is not levied due to the need to keep rents affordable to those 

with low-income. As a result, there is a major gap in the ORCA Passport program. Those that 

receive ORCA Passports either live in market-rate housing, or are in a job with generous 

benefits. Passports are largely given to higher-income individuals. No comparable program 

exists for those with a lower income. 

Alternatives to ORCA Passports are at a higher cost, with $55 needed for a monthly ORCA LIFT 

pass, or $36 for an RRFP pass. With funding from SDOT, CHH offered Passports to residents 

at between $10-$17 a month. The program was successful in boosting transit use among 

residents, although there was a smaller change in car ownership. While the project increased 

transit accessibility, few people were willing to let go of their cars without the assurance that the 

program would continue.  

The next steps for this program is building community support for the program to expand to the 

rest of King County by the introduction of ORCA 2.0 in 2020. Joel is currently requesting letters 

of support for the Affordable ORCA Passport program from community stakeholders and 

municipalities. 

 

ACTION ITEMS 

 Link Connections 520 project staff will present at the next Eastside Easy Rider meeting; 

 EERC members will continue to finalize the Sophia Way travel tool map;  

 

NEXT MEETING 

Tuesday, November 28th, 1:00-2:30pm 

Location to be determined  

 

EASTSIDE EASY RIDER COLLABORATIVE CONTACT 

 

Brittany Krein, Hopelink staff 

Bkrein@hopelink.org 

425.943.6796 


