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MEETING NOTES 

Thursday, March 14th, 2019 
9:30 AM – 11:00 AM 
Renton DSHS/CSO, 500 SW 7th St, Seahawks Room  

Renton, WA 98057 

 

Participants: Alison Turner (City of Tukwila), Blake Jones (Community Outreach Sound Transit), 

Chris Staats (DSHS CSO Renton), Greg McKnight (King County Metro), Ivonne Rivera 

(Community Outreach Sound Transit), Phillip James (Muckleshoot Transportation Manager), 

Sagar Ramachandra (Community Outreach Sound Transit), Tara Wagner (Catholic Community 

Services) 

Staff Support: Staci Haber (Staff Support), M’Liss Moon (Staff Support) 

 

Welcome, Introductions & Announcements 
Staff Support & SKCMC Members 

The South King County Food Access & Transportation Assessment was completed in February 
2019. King County Metro printed 50 copies, and you can request hard copies if you prefer. 
Please forward the electronic version to your networks and colleagues. The Needs Assessment 
will be attached with the notes from the March Meeting. 
 
The King County Mobility Coalition (KCMC) will be completing a Transportation Needs 
Assessment for Immigrants and Refugees. The KCMC will be requesting support from partners 
in getting participants to complete the survey. 
 
Puget Sound Energy (PSE) is reaching out to communities and stakeholders in South King 
County for an electric vehicle pilot. The pilot is in its initial planning stages. PSE will be seeking 
feedback on opportunities to identify benefits of using electric vehicles in South King County and 
explore the potential to improve first mile last mile gaps in the region. Hopelink will be providing 
support to PSE as the pilot gets off the ground. 
 

Presentation: Bus Rapid Transit in South King County 
Blake Jones (Sound Transit) 

 
Sound Transit is the regional transportation provider created to support regional transportation 

needs. There are many new projects coming on board since the passing of transportation 

expansion projects in 2014 and 2016.  

For example, Light Rail will be expanded to serve Everett to Tacoma, and from Seattle to 

Redmond and Issaquah. Sound Transit currently operates three services and will expand with a 

4th option in 2024, i.e. Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) to the north, east, and south of Lake 

Washington.  

Bus Rapid Transit will be an enhanced version of current bus system with a goal of being faster, 

more frequent, and more reliable. To support the BRT lines, WSDOT will expand the I-405 
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express lanes through Renton. The ability to use the express lanes is one of the key factors in 

providing efficiency to routes.  

The system will also use off-board fare payment and will use all doors for bus entry and exit. 

The new fleet of busses will add a more comfortable, all-day service. There will be sheltered 

stations to provide weather protection and leveled boarding without steps to increase 

accessibility, but level boarding won’t be available at all stations due to challenges with 

retrofitting older transit centers. You will begin to see the system advertised by its new name, 

Stride. 

 The I-405 BRT project will provide a 37-mile corridor from Lynnwood to Burien with 11 stations 

across eight cities, three new/expanded parking facilities and one transit center. Current 

estimates are that BRT will serve 15,000 - 18,000 riders daily by 2040. 

Current Projects in South King County were highlighted in the presentation slide deck, including: 

revisions to NE 44th/I-405 interchange with express toll lanes and a 200-stall park n ride. The S. 

Renton Transit Center at Rainier Ave and Grady Way will include a 700-stall parking garage and 

a Bus Rapid Transit station. The Tukwila SR 518 BRT Station Route under consideration to 

connect to Light Rail and pedestrian bridge. Another project includes adding a BRT stop at the 

Burien Transit Center with is now operated by King County Metro.   

In March 2019, the project will go to the Sound Transit Board, which will lead to conceptual 

engineering and environmental review. The preliminary design is due to be released in 2020.  

There will be an online open house until April 1st. 

During the question and answer session, one suggestion included making sure that the first 

page for the various services are translated appropriately. Blake responded that there is a team 

at Sound Transit with a background in a variety of languages who are working together to 

develop more accessible materials.  

KING COUNTY MOBILITY COALITION (KCMC) INCLUSIVE PLANNING GRANT  
Staci Haber, KCMC  

 

The King County Mobility Coalition (KCMC) recently concluded the first phase of an Inclusive 

Planning grant project, sponsored by the Department of Health and Human Services 

Administration for Community Living, to demonstrate the value of inclusive planning processes 

for coordinated transportation efforts. The target population was older adults, people with 

disabilities, and their caregivers.  

The KCMC was awarded $35,000 over seven months to undergo an Inclusive Planning 

process. A Steering Committee was created, with representation from participants of the target 

population and community partners serving the target populations.  

Staci explained the Pathway to Inclusion, which is a guiding tool used to evaluate inclusive 

planning progress. Staci estimated that current coalition programs inform and consult the target 
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population when implementing new programs, whereas they hope to have a more inclusive 

planning process which would engage participants in the decision-making process for programs 

that ultimately serve them.  

The mission of the inclusive planning process was to evaluate how people find and secure 

transportation in the region. While there are many transportation options available to the target 

populations, there is a need for a more centralized information sharing process for 

transportation providers and increased communication to human service agencies.  

Intended Project Outcomes:  

• Greater diversity of stakeholder involvement in region; 

• Establish precedent for inclusive planning in the region;  

• Greater assessment of the role of technology in securing transportation;  

• Improved customer experience in finding and securing transportation; and 

• Help stakeholders claim their power in shaping transportation solutions. 
 

Methodology:  

• Three informational interviews   

• Two Mobility for All summits (134 attendees)  

• Transportation survey (369 responses)  

• Four listening sessions  
 

Using the data collected, KCMC staff identified 73 needs and 70 solutions. These were used to 

develop a draft Action Plan, addressing the following topics:  

• Trip Planning 

• Marketing and Collateral 

• Affordability/Payment 

• Inclusive Planning 

• Built Environment 
 

The drafted Action Plan will also be used to guide the KCMC and sub-regional coalitions to 

increase the use of inclusive planning practices.  

Staci explained that the KCMC recently applied for Phase Two funding for the Inclusive 

Planning Grant. The goal of the second phase is to ensure that community members are better 

positioned to access their community through public transportation networks.   

Proposed activities include:  

• Develop training curriculum for Community Transportation Navigators (recruit and train)  

• Advance One-Call One-Click project 

• Create Marketing/Communications Plan 
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• Conduct more listening sessions 

• Create Inclusive Planning Toolkit 
 

Questions about the Inclusive Planning Project can be directed towards Staci Haber, Senior 

Manager (SHaber@hopelink.org) or Janie Fredrickson, Program Specialist 

(GFredrickson@hopelink.org).  

 
 

Other Announcements and Next Steps  
SKCMC MEMBERS 

 

Greg McKnight from Rapid Ride at King County Metro shared an update. Metro has started 

outreach and has been planning for 5 more lines. There are currently 6 in service. The goal is to 

update 30-line network by getting feedback from an online open house by March 31st. Goals of 

the upgrade will be to identify what is really working and identify needs of the entire community 

with an equity and social justice lens. One goal at Metro is to create a community asset 

log/database, including: library locations, schools, grocery stores, etc. Additional projects will 

elicit feedback from communities via mapping exercises. 

Phillip James noted that the new line in Rapid Ride will be incredibly helpful because Rapid 

Ride will operate earlier than Muckleshoot which starts operations at 7am.  It was suggested 

that Rapid Ride should connect with Muckleshoot Transportation because to learn lessons 

about the transportation system that has been developed to support communities. 

Sagar wanted to remind partners that the Tacoma Dome Open House is on April 1st. Please 

forward information from the SKCMC to your networks and encourage participation in the group. 

 

NEXT MEETING 

Thursday, May 9th, 9:30 – 11:00 

Location: TBD 

 

 

SOUTH KING COUNTY MOBILITY COALITION CONTACT  

David Lynch, Program Manager 

dlynch@hopelink.org 

(425) 943-6751  
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