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MEETING NOTES 
Thursday, November 10th, 2016 
Tukwila City Hall 
6300 Southcenter Blvd, Suite 100 
Tukwila, WA 98188 
 
Participants: Adria Briehl (CCS Volunteer Services). Brett Houshton (Sound Transit), Dan 
Walker(Hopelink), Generosa McKillie (King County Housing Authority), Guystave Sebatwarre 
(Jewish Family Services), Jacqueline Mann (PSESD), Jamie Revis (City of Tukwila), Kailan 
Taylor-Babkirk (Sound Generations), Kara Martin (Food Innovation Network), Katie Wendel (City 
of Tukwila), Mark Carson (Hopelink), Min Cho (Open Doors for Multicultural Families), Penny 
Lara (KC Metro), Roxana Garcia (SMCHS), Sagar Ramachandra (Hopelink), Vicky Chavez 
(Crisis Clinic 211), Zac Eskanazi (Sound Transit). 

 
WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The meeting began at 9:30am. Staci introduced Mark as the new Mobility Coordinator.  
Introductions were made around the room. Mark announced the Seattle Stand Down event at 
South Seattle College for Veterans on December 1st and 2nd as well as upcoming Travel 
Ambassador trainings (11/30 @ YMCA SeaTac), Getting Around Puget Sound (11/29 at the 
Burien Library), and Public Transportation Orientation trips (11/15 at the Iraqi Community 
Center). Staci showed and passed out samples of the newly updated King County Accessible 
Travel map. Coalition members may request copies of the map by e-mailing Staci at 
shaber@hopelink.org.  
 
 
BRIEFING: FEDERAL WAY LINK EXTENSION PROJECT ST-3 
 
Zac Eskenazi is a Community Outreach Specialist for Sound Transit. Sound Transit is currently 
doing outreach in South King County and Pierce counties about the Federal Way Link Extension 
project.  This project would extend the light rail to Kent/Des Moines by 2023, and to Federal 
Way sometime later. There are several options for exactly where this line will run. Sound Transit 
is currently in the process of finalizing an environmental impact study, and anticipates selecting 
a preferred alternative in early 2017. 
 
Regardless of which route is chosen, some residents will be displaced. The funding proposal 
includes money to relocate any displaced residents once construction begins in 2019. Sound 
Transit has a Uniform Relocation Package, and employs relocation counselors to work with 
individual households to tailor this to each family’s priorities. This package includes moving 
costs, like-to-like comparisons, and funds to cover increased rent for up to 42 months. 
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Some Real Estate Agents and Lawyers have been sending out fear-based mailings to 
potentially displaced residents in an effort to drum up business. These are NOT affiliated with 
Sound Transit. There was a question about how this relocation might unfairly impact 
immigrants, refuges, and/or undocumented residents. This Relocation Package includes a self-
declaration of a resident’s “right to be in the country”, however it was quite explicitly stated that 
Sound Transit has neither a process nor an inclination to verify the assertion. 
 
The Outlined area in the preferred alternative plan includes approximately 200 homes. Some of 
these homes are mobile homes. Mobile Homes have some unique rules and guidelines. 
Depending on the age of the unit, it may not be eligible for relocation. In this case, Sound 
Transit would purchase a comparable, newer unit (based upon their guidelines), and also pay 
the difference in lot rental fees for up to 42 months. 
 
 
DISCUSSION: FOOD SYSTEM PLANNING 

Kara Martin is a Program Manager with the Food Innovation Network (FIN). FIN is involved in 
Food System Planning attempting to address Economic Disparity.  They receive some funding 
through the CDC, and have conducted Food Landscape Assessments. In addition to the Public 
Health Retail Food Environment Index, which only tracks major grocery stores, convenience 
stores and farmer’s markets, FIN added Ethnic Food retailers as well. 
 
The USDA has an existing Food Environment Atlas showing proximity to supermarkets and 
farmers markets which is used to inform policy decisions. FIN has been expanding on this with 
maps showing 10,000+ local businesses with food licenses (though this number may be 
misleading since 1 business like a supermarket may have multiple licenses for different 
departments), SNAP & WIC locations,  farmer’s markets, streets, transit lines, schools, and 
other information from King County GIS data. 
 
The City of SeaTac is officially listed as a “Food Desert” due to the number or residences more 
than ½ mile from a recognized grocery store.  FIN disagrees noting more than 12 ethnic 
markets were not included.  FIN has also mapped food banks, meal providers, the King County 
Environment Index. When assessing the 1/2 mile walkability radius, FIN uses Walkshed, which 
uses the street network to determine distance instead of how the crow flies.  
 
When asked for suggestions to inform a nutrition services tool, Kara said that more mapping is 
not required. Plenty of information is already available.  The issue is assessing community 
needs and creating awareness for people who are not familiar with the current resources.  
There remains the question of whether a paper map is really the best tool to create.  A 
Smartphone app was suggested. Representatives from immigrant and refugee populations 
reported that a high percentage of these groups have Smartphones, though an app would not 
be useful if it's only available in English.   
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Someone suggested that perhaps what is needed is something showing options for 
transportation since the Hyde Shuttle is currently at capacity, and some riders may be using the 
shuttle through ignorance of other possibilities. A representative for Older Adults acknowledged 
their clients tend to be frail, and they would need a volunteer to have a hand to hold while in a 
grocery store. When using a volunteer driver program, many seniors will call both Catholic 
Community Services Volunteer Services and Sound Generations to increase their likelihood of 
securing a ride.  
 
 
DISCUSSION: TRANSPORTATION DEMAND MANAGEMENT 
 
Sagar Ramachandra is a Mobility Coordinator at Hopelink working on Transportation Demand 
Management (TDM) projects.  Currently Sagar is focusing on projects with the City of Tukwila.  
The idea behind TDM is to reduce the number of single occupant vehicles on the road. This is 
especially important for diverse communities, people with special needs, and underserved 
populations as transportation often takes up a larger percentage of their monthly income. 
 
Often TDM involves normalizing public transportation options through programs like GAPS, and 
PTO which give individuals travel options as an overview. Getting Around Puget Sound (GAPS) 
often partners with ORCA To-Go, and is implemented by volunteers and is informational. Public 
Transit Orientation (PTO) trips are live run-throughs using transit. Participants are given ORCA 
cards and interpreters are used.   
 
Other strategies include individual trip planning, rideshareonline.org, and needs assessment 
surveys.  Currently a survey is in circulation in 4 languages, asking about travel habits and 
services used. 
 
The major obstacles to increasing public transit use seem to be; lack of fixed route options in 
Tukwila, lack of awareness about services, reduced fare programs, and a catch-22 around 
disability services which currently requires individuals to physically get transported to downtown 
Seattle in order to fill out the paperwork explaining why the standard ORCA options are an 
undue burden. 
 
The City of Tukwila will be administrating a grant program oriented toward incentivizing small 
businesses and communities to implement TDM strategies.  These will be less than $5,000 
each, and more information will be available on the City of Tukwila website later in November. 
 
 
ACTION ITEMS 

• Sound Transit staff will be available to meet with interested organizations and agencies 
to discuss the impact of the Federal Way Link Extension in greater detail; 
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• Mark will create and distribute a Doodle poll to set up a time for another conference call 
about the food access tool project later this month. 

• Interested coalition members will continue to assess the goal and functionality of the 
Food Access Map project as it relates to the needs of our target populations. 
 
 

NEXT MEETING 
Thursday, January 12th, 2017, 9:30am-11:00am 
Renton City Hall 
1055 S Grady Way, Renton, WA 98057 

 
 
SOUTH KING COUNTY MOBILITY COALITION CONTACT 
 
Mark Carson, staff support 
mcarson@hopelink.org 
(425) 943-6771 
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