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MEETING NOTES 
MEETING NOTES                                                     

December 11th, 2020                                  

10:30am – 12:00pm                                                      

Zoom 

Attendees: Aaron Morrow (Community Advocate), Amy Biggs (SVT), David Egan (Community Advocate), 
Heather Koellen (North Bend City Council), Mary Madole (City Clerk - Carnation), Denise Kelly (Tribal Liaison 
DSHS), Valerie Stewart (Far East Senior Centers), Marie Marquart (MV Transit Instruction), Ben Swanson (City 
of Monroe), Marissa Alegria (King County Local Services), Jackie White (Representing Kathy Lambert’s office), 
Robert Blumenfield (Alliance of People with disAbilities), Christy Garrard (Issaquah Highlands Council), Monica 
Ghosh (WSDOT), Marianna Hanefield (WSDOT), Corey Holder (King County Metro), Brock Howell (SNOTRAC), 
Dylan Gamble (City of Snoqualmie), Jean Kim (PSRC), Adair Hawkins (Carnation City Council), Jennifer 
Knaplund (Duvall City Council), Kelly Coughlin (Snoqualmie Valley Chamber of Commerce). 
 
 

Staff support: Bree Boyce, Bebhinn Gilbert, Victor Londondo Quintero, Staci Sahoo 

________________________________________________________________________________
Welcome and Announcements:  

The meeting started at 10:30am and included a round of introductions. Bree then shared a few 
announcements with the group: 

• A new Snoqualmie Valley Mobility Coordinator has been hired, Salwa Raphael, who will start 
next Monday, December 14th. SVTC members are invited to introduce themselves to her and 
share about their work.  

• The Hopelink Mobility Management team oversees the FindARide.org website and has 
recently been revamping this website to ensure it functions properly. These new updates will 
also include the ability to select Snoqualmie Valley as a region to get more specific 
transportation resources. The new website will go live in a few weeks followed by a larger 
promotional effort. More information will be shared with the coalition in the future¿.  

• All are invited to take a few minutes to complete our 2020 Hopelink Coalition satisfaction 
survey. All feedback is welcome and anonymous. We will use this feedback to guide our 
coalition and make improvements. Click here to take the survey.  

• The Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) also just recently launched their Special Needs 
Transportation Inventory of Services survey. Transportation operators, travel trainers, and 
mobility managers are encouraged to complete this survey. Click here to take the survey. 

• WSDOT has extended funding for meal and pharmacy delivery through January 2022. 
Questions should be directed to your WSDOT community liaison if you receive WSDOT funds. 

________________________________________________________________________________
Updates: SVTC Taskforce 

Bree provided an overview of the taskforce including that they have met for about 2 years now and 
have been able to focus more on specific projects such as making edits to the various Sno-Valley city 
comprehensive plans. The coalition recently submitted comments on the Duvall comprehensive plan 
and attending their planning board meeting in November to offer more clarity. The taskforce has most 
recently worked on comments for the City of Carnation’s comprehensive plan which is due on 
December 11th.  
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Amy added that this process has been a learning experience and a team effort that is very action 
oriented. It’s complicated to get all jurisdictions in alignment but necessary for serving the mobility 
needs of Valley residents. She also added that she’s been working with Metro to understand how 
much tax money goes to support the Valley and regional network. Aaron also noted that he would like 
to connect with a Metro service planner offline regarding changing methodology and Corey Holder 
offered to chat with him.  

Bree then screen shared the current suggested edits for the City of Carnation comprehensive plan 
and requested final feedback from coalition members. Overall the general strategy is to at least 
include the following language: accessibility, affordability, convenience, safety, and dependability. 
Based on this discussion the coalition ultimately agreed that rather than making individual edits to 
every comprehensive plan we should rather encourage each city to adopt the same goal. This helps 
to ensure all Valley cities are working towards the same goals and to encourage cross-city 
collaboration. The goal that was agreed up on listed below: 

“The city will partner with other cities and stakeholders on similar transportation policies and goals to 
ensure transit and transit infrastructure is accessible, affordable, convenient, dependable, and safe 
for its residents, businesses, and tourists.” 

Other feedback provided in this discussion included: 

• Using the same language where you can across cities will help build momentum toward grant 
funding in the future. Councils can work together to coordinate the language for this.  

o Dylan noted that the only hiccup could be that if the language is dramatically different 
there are public processes required in those changes. Therefore, it’s suggested to: 

▪ Keep a list of “favorite policies” which could be used as recommendations for 
cities going through this process 

▪ Ben: getting a group of cities to adopt similar language is helpful but note that 
word smithing will happen throughout the adoption process. 

• Keep in mind that the goals and priorities outlined in a comprehensive plan are at the mile-high 
level and the Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) is the one that will drill down on specifics 
of those goals. So the comprehensive plan edits should remain broad.  

• The goal is to make sure that every point in the transportation element where transit should be 
mentioned, it is, and also includes transit infrastructure.  

• Cities aren’t looking for perfect form, they just want to make sure they have the concepts from 
commentors. 

• How much can these policies incorporate language that supports economic recovery projects? 
o Don’t get too hung up on making sure that this one policy is “everything” don’t forget 

that this is part of a larger document that may cover the desired points. 

• Need to make sure that smaller cities are prepared to participate in discussions that are 
around advocating for service in the face of budget cuts. 

• Glad to hear that connectivity and cooperation between cities is a priority for this group. It’s 
crucial that these conversations continue, as they impact transit dependent community 
members.  

Lastly, Bree also provided a quick overview of a tentative project in partnership with the Snoqualmie 
Tribe that the taskforce has been developing plans for. This is currently just tentative but plans 
include funding that would support the sustainability of the coalition as well as a coordinated 
marketing campaign for transportation options in the Valley. More information on this project will be 
shared in the future.  
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________________________________________________________________________________
Discussion: Coalition Name 

Snoqualmie Valley Transportation Coalition (SVTC) is often confused with Snoqualmie Valley 
Transportation (SVT) and the coalition is invited to consider changing the name to reduce confusion.  

• There’s confusion with the common acronyms and many groups start with the term 
“Snoqualmie Valley” in their name. 

o Using “Snoqualmie Valley” in our name is still important for funding though. 

• Concern that “Far East” supports false perception of being unreachable or isn’t clear to enough 
people about which area that is exactly.  

A number of potential coalition names were suggested by coalition members which are included in 
the list below. The ask is that partners complete a very brief Snoqualmie Valley Transportation 
Coalition Name Change Survey to provide their feedback on their top 3 name choices.  

• Transportation Coalition for Snoqualmie Valley (TCSV) 

• Mobility Coalition for Snoqualmie Valley (MCSV) 

• Snoqualmie Valley Mobility Coalition (SVMC) 

• Far East Mobility/Transportation Coalition (FEMC or FETC) 

• North Bend to Monroe Transportation Coalition (NB2MTC) 

• Snoqualmie River Transportation/Mobility Coalition (SRTC or SRMC) 

• King County Foothills Mobility/Transportation Coalition (KCFMC or KCFTC) 

 

2020 Year in Review 

• We did not get to this section of the meeting so more information will be shared about our 2020 
achievements via email or at the February coalition meeting. 

Discussion 2021 Projects 

• We did not get to this section of the meeting so more information will be shared about our 2021 
projects via email and at the next coalition meeting. 

________________________________________________________________________________
Action Items: 

• Coalition partners to complete the coalition name survey by January 6th. Click here to take the 
survey.  

• Bree to submit edits for the City of Carnation comprehensive plan on behalf of the coalition by 
end of day December 11th. 

• Corey Holder and Aaron Morrow to connect about Aaron’s comments on services/changing 
methodology  

 

Next Meeting: Friday, February 12th from 10:30am-12:00pm via Zoom 

Interim Snoqualmie Valley Transportation Coalition Staff Support: 

Bree Boyce, Program Manager 

bboyce@hopelink.org 

425-943-6751 
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