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Dear Friends,

It has been a busy month when it comes to things related to Bible Prophecy. There were several major things taking place
in Israel, Egypt and Syria, all pointing to the coming Tribulation. These events are so important they push other events
into the background. One area that gets little news coverage and is often pushed into the background, is the rising tide of
persecution being leveled at Christianity. For several months I have had it in my heart to make sure that you were aware of
what is happening in this area but there was always an big event that pushed it into the background. This month is no
different. I decided no matter what happens this month the persecution of believers must take center stage.

The following headline should give you the scope of the problem -   Newsmax - About 100 Million Christians
Persecuted around the World Tuesday, January 8, 2013: REUTERS. 

“Christianity is the largest and most widely spread faith in the world, with 2.2 billion followers or 32 percent of the world
population, according to a report by the Washington-based Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life. “It faces restrictions
and hostility in 111 countries around the world, . . .” another Pew report said."In recent years, we've been hearing that
Christianity is the most persecuted religion in the world - that sounds right to us," said Open Doors France director Michel
Varton at a presentation of the report in Strasbourg.” End of Article 

Persecution of the Christian believer is nothing new.  It is as old as the church itself. Jesus warned his disciples that the
world would hate them. Mat 24:9-10 KJV “Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye
shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake.  (10)  And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another,
and shall hate one another.” Again the warning that the believer would be hated by the world is given to us as Jesus prays
for the disciples, Joh 17:14 “I have given them thy (God the Father) word; and the world hath hated them, because they
are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.”

Christians are suffering all over the world.  Much of their suffering is at the hands of Islam. A lot  of the recent suffering is
the result of President Obama’s foreign policy.  The following headline and article confirms Mr. Obama’s role in the
repression of Christianity.

Headline -   July 15, 2013: Rep. Gohmert: Obama 'Has Allowed Abuse of Christians' By: Wanda Carruthers

http://www.newsmax.com/Newsfront/gohmert-obama-abuse-christians/2013/07/15/id/515093  

“Rep. Louie Gohmert accused the Obama administration Monday of going "out of its way to thump Christians" and
promote atheism, as he called for passage of legislation to expand protections for religious expression by Christian
members of the military. Speaking on Fox News' "Fox & Friends," the conservative Texas Republican spoke in support of
an amendment to the defense authorization bill to help protect religious speech.”

"We're trying to get it actually passed into law because this president has allowed abuse of Christians in the military,
unlike any other religion," Gohmert said. "We hear constant reports on the military. We're not supposed to hand anybody a
Bible at Walter Reed, you're not supposed to bring anybody a Bible. It's considered an act of hostility if you give
somebody a Bible on their death bed or mention God or try to help them even if they're seeking guidance at the end of
their life," he added.” End of Article 

Headline - Newsmax The War Against Christians, June 14, 2013 By: Doug Wead

http://www.newsmax.com/dougwead/rand-paul-war-christians/2013/06/14/id/510088

Sen. Rand Paul of Kentucky has become the first public figure to openly declare what Christians have been bemoaning for
the last generation, that there is a war against Christianity. Speaking on Thursday before a gathering of the Faith and
Freedom Coalition in Washington D.C., the Republican said, "There is a war on Christianity, not just from liberal elites
here at home, but worldwide. Said Paul, "It saddens me to see countries that are supposedly our allies persecute
Christians."
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“In his speech Senator Paul offered a litany of abuses by American allies. In Pakistan, Asia Bibi, a Christian, sits on death
row. Her crime, according to her, is that she dared to drink from a glass that belonged to a Muslim co-worker. Recently, in
Pakistan, a 12-year-old with Down syndrome was imprisoned and charged with a death penalty crime for burning the
Koran. After weeks she was released after a local Imam was accused of actually sprinkling pages from an Arabic book
into a fire near the little girl. Senator Paul is the first public official to suggest a legislative solution.”

As obvious as it may be to stand up for Christians (25 percent of U.S. citizens are Catholic, while 48 percent claim to be
born again Christians) Senator Paul is practically alone in his work. Some 90 percent of the Senate voted against his bill
that would have placed restrictions on foreign aid to nations that execute Christians. "It angers me to see my tax dollars
supporting regimes that put Christians to death," he said. "And your government, or more correctly, you, the taxpayer, are
funding it."

Senator Rand Paul warned against a foreign policy that sometimes has good intentions that backfire. "Before the Arab
Spring, Christianity flourished in small outposts, like the Coptic Christians in Egypt. I had hoped that the Arab Spring
would bring freedom to long-oppressed people throughout the Middle East, but I fear the Arab Spring is becoming an
Arab winter,” he explained. "Today, Christians in Iraq, Libya, Egypt and Syria are on the run — persecuted or under fire
— and yet, we continue to send aid to the folks chasing them,” Paul said.

Senator Paul admitted that his bold stand had made him unpopular in Washington . . . his concern about the torture and
execution of Christians in allied nations has been panned by the media. "It is clear that American taxpayer dollars are
being used to enable a war on Christianity in the Middle East and I believe that must end," he said. End of Article

Headline - Syria, Lebanon and Christian Genocide - By Joseph Puder, July 16, 2013 
http://frontpagemag.com/2013/joseph-puder/syrian-lebanon-and-christian-genocide/print/

Joseph Hakim is a Lebanese native and President of the International Christian Union (ICU). In Hakim’s view, the jihadi
forces within the Syrian opposition and Hezbollah on the other side, have used the conflict in Syria to ethnically cleanse
the Christians. According to Hakim, the indigenous Christian minority in Syria is being “forced out of their native cities,
towns, and villages.” Hakim bemoaned the passivity of the free world as it witnessed Christians being slaughtered,
churches firebombed, priests being beheaded, and bishops kidnapped. “I feel that I am being accurate in calling what
is happening genocide.” As far as Hakim is concerned, there is a coordinated effort to force the indigenous Christian
communities in Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon, and Syria out of the Middle East. End of Article

There is a world wide effort to suppress Christianity. Because of President Obama’s policies, it is increasing. Believers are
dying all over the world. Islam is the biggest oppressor of Christians but they are not alone in their hatred of the Christian
and the Jew. A few years ago a pastor who listens to my radio program over shortwave in Nigeria, Africa wrote me. He
wanted me to know what he had to deal with. He sent six photos with his letter. One photo was of him and his family. The
other five photos were of a pastor friend and his congregation. This church was located in a nearby village. There were
three photos of his pastor friend. The first one showed the pastor’s friend laying on the ground as one man held a gun on
him and as a another man had a machete lifted above his head. The next photo was the trunk of his body minus legs, arms
and head. The next photo was of the head, arms, and legs laid out as a square with the head in the middle. The next photo
was of the entire church. Their bodyless heads were arranged in several rows. The pastor in his letter said the Islamist then
dug a hole five foot deep and dumped the whole church in it. The photos were shocking, and it is shocking to know that
believers are experiencing this treatment all over Africa and Asia. At one time America was a force that would keep such
evil in check but something very terrible has happened, it seems we are aiding and making it easier for the believers to
suffer. Our press remains silent concerning the suffering of the Christians. A nation will pay a price for aiding such horror
on the innocent. 

One of the reasons I went on radio was because I wanted to be able to reach out to those that were suffering under
persecution. Shortwave radio is almost impossible to block. It allows me to be everywhere at one time.  It was a way to
share the Gospel with those who could not even meet in a church. I would like to increase “Moments in Bible Prophecy’s”
presence in Africa and Asia. The problem is always money. There are lots of stations that would like to have our program.
The open doors are in front of us. There is an old saying, “Water is free but the pipes cost money.” The Gospel is free but
the pipes of radio cost money. Each station I place “Moments in Bible Prophecy” on cost money, money which has to be
paid each month. I need partners, who want to touch the world and make a difference, to help me with the costs. 
I believe that there is a still small voice that God speaks within the heart of every believer.  It may be that you will hear
God encouraging you to get involved in sending the Word of God to the world. It all reminds me of Robert Louis
Stevenson, the author of classic books like Treasure Island, who spent his childhood in Edinburgh, Scotland, in the 19th
century. As a boy, Robert was intrigued by the work of the old lamplighters who went about with a ladder and a torch,
setting the street lights ablaze for the night. One evening, as young Robert stood watching with fascination, his parents
asked him, “Robert, what in the world are you looking at out there?” With great excitement he exclaimed, “Look at that
man! He’s punching holes in the darkness!” That is what I am doing with each broadcast, I am punching holes in the
darkness. When you are helping me you are also punching holes in the darkness. 

The persecution is not just happening on foreign soil. Satan is busy in America. Truly Satan is looking for anyone he can
devour. The following headline illustrates the evil that is shallowing America.
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Headline -  San Antonio Looks To Bar Bible Believing Christians From City Government, Business or Employment
- 

http://www.prophecynewswatch.com/2013/July25/252.html#T9YCcY6TWDucQtXe.99

Think it’s hot in Texas these days? Just wait a few weeks, until the San Antonio City Council ends its summer hiatus and
resumes work on a proposed change to its nondiscrimination ordinances that apparently will discriminate against all who
take the Bible at its word and follow it. That’s because the change creates a penalty for those whoever exhibit a “bias,”
which clearly could include adopting the Bible’s condemnation of homosexuality, with a permanent ban on participation
in city government, business or employment.

The new ordinance would state: “No person shall be appointed to a position if the city council finds that such person has,
prior to such proposed appointment, engaged in discrimination or demonstrated a bias, by word or deed, against any
person, group or organization on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity,
veteran status, age, or disability.” Anyone in office who demonstrates a bias would be considered guilty of “malfeasance”
and removed from office.

The church leaders said it allows the city council “to prohibit those that speak their religious beliefs regarding
homosexuality from serving on city boards.”“For example, if a person publicly expresses their religious belief that
homosexual behavior is a sin – even if this expression is at a church service – that person could be frozen out of
involvement with city government.”The analysis also contends businesses “run by people of faith will be subject to
criminal penalties if they refuse to provide services that conflict with their religious beliefs relating to homosexuality.”
End of Article 

So much for religious freedom and freedom of speech! The new Rome demands that we worship at their altars of
immorality.  There is a massive effort to put the spiritual lights out in America. 

Headline - All Over America Evangelical Christians Are Being Labeled As “Extremists” And “Hate Groups” April
8, 2013 by Michael Snyder 

http://www.prisonplanet.com/all-over-america-evangelical-christians-are-being-labeled-as-
%e2%80%9cextremists%e2%80%9d-and-%e2%80%9chate-groups%e2%80%9d.html

“Are evangelical Christians rapidly becoming one of the most hated minorities in America? Once upon a time such a
notion would have been unthinkable, but these days things are changing dramatically. All over the United States,
evangelical Christians are being called “extremists” and evangelical Christian organizations are being labeled as “hate
groups.” In fact, as I will detail later on in this article, a U.S. Army Reserve training presentation recently specifically
identified evangelical Christians as “religious extremists”. This should be extremely chilling for all evangelical Christians
out there, because as history has shown us over and over again, when you want to persecute a particular group of people
the first step is always to demonize them. And that is exactly what is being done to evangelical Christians today. Just look
at how evangelical Christians are being portrayed on television and in the movies. Just look at how much hate is being
spewed at Christians on the Internet. The Southern Poverty Law Center and the ACLU, both of which are considered to be
among the most prominent “civil rights” organizations in the United States, are seemingly obsessed with attacking
evangelical Christians. It has become trendy to bash Christians, and that is a very frightening thing. After they have
finished demonizing evangelical Christians, what will the next step be?”

“The following is how a Christian Post article described this chilling report…A U.S. Army Reserve Equal Opportunity
training brief describes “Evangelical Christianity” and “Catholicism” as examples of “religious extremism,” according to
the Archdiocese for the Military Services and the Chaplain Alliance for Religious Liberty, who shared a copy of the
documents with The Christian Post. . . . Listed alongside “extremist” groups and organizations like the Klu Klux Klan and
al-Qaida, the U.S. Army Slideshow has “Evangelical Christianity” as the first bullet, followed by the Muslim
Brotherhood, Ultra-Orthodox Judaism and farther down on the slide, Catholicism.”

Below that slide there is accompanying text that condemns any religion that believes that it is the only “right way” and
that believes that other religions are wrong… Extremism is a complex phenomenon; it is defined as beliefs, attitudes,
feelings, actions, or strategies of a character far removed from the “ordinary.” Because “ordinary” is subjective, no
religious group would label itself extreme or its doctrine “extremism.” However, religious extremism is not limited to any
single religion, ethnic group, or region of the world; every religion has some followers that believe that their beliefs,
customs and traditions are the only “right way” and that all others are practicing their faith the “wrong way,” seeing and
believing that their faith/religion superior to all others.

Well, that is exactly what evangelical Christians believe. They believe that the death of Jesus Christ on the cross is the
only payment for sin and thus the only way to be reconciled to God. Unfortunately, this belief is now enough to be labeled
as a “religious extremist.” Pause in the Article
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If you believe these words to be a fact then you are a religious extremist! Joh 14:6 “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” If you believe that Jesus is the only way to Heaven you are
a part of a group that this government opposes.

Back to the article - And sadly this is far from an isolated incident. Since Barack Obama was first elected, Christians
have been demonized in government report after government report. In a previous article entitled “Patriots And Christians
Have Been Repeatedly Labeled As Potential Terrorists Since Obama Became President” I detailed many of these
instances.

So why are evangelical Christians hated so much? Well, the truth is that they are primarily hated because of what they
believe. Attempts to intimidate evangelical Christians into changing their beliefs continue to become more frightening.
The following are just a few examples…
1 – A student at Florida Atlantic University was recently suspended from class for refusing “to write the word ‘Jesus’ on a
piece of paper, fold it up, and step on it.” 2 – A 14-year-old homeschooler in Maryland received multiple death threats
after testifying in favor of traditional marriage before the Maryland state senate. 3 – A 14-year-old student at a public
school in Texas was suspended from school  for saying that he believes that homosexuality is wrong. 4 – A gay activist
group that smashed up a church in Oregon says that it hopes that it will “strike fear into the hearts ” of Christian leaders…
5 – A high school teacher in Oregon was recently escorted from his school by police  for objecting to the presence of
Planned Parenthood in the school. 6 – All over the country people are being fired from their jobs for expressing their
belief in the Biblical view of sexual morality. End of Article 

There is so much more that could be said on this subject but space will not allow it. I know as you become aware of the
increasing darkness of a country that is spying on your every move while trying to force you to choose between your God
and their immorality, you are wondering what you are to do. I am reminded of the words spoken to the church age that
suffered under Rome, who were fed to the lions for following the Lord Jesus Christ, Rev 2:10 “Fear none of those things
which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have
tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” “Be thou faithful unto death,” is the
battle cry. Make no mistake about it we are in a war. Jesus gives us our marching orders, Mat 24:9-14 “Then shall they
deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake. . . . (13)  But he
that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.  (14)  And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the
world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.” We are not far from the “End,” Rev 22:20 “He which
testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”

Moments in Bible Prophecy - July’s are always lean months for the ministry. Vacations and holidays often distract
people leaving the ministry to do without the support so badly needed. This has been the worst July I have endured. We do
need your help to make up for the shortfall. 

Message of the Month - “Vexing the Church” Act 12:1-4 KJV “Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his
hands to vex certain of the church.”  When you first become a Christian you may have the impression that everything is
going to be smooth sailing from now on.  You might think that God will never allow the church or the people of the
church to ever have a problem. Sooner or later you will discover that you are standing on a battle field. That is an all out
war against the Church of the living God. Jesus said that the gates of hell would not overcome his church. But the gates of
hell may overcome you and knock you to the curb of despair.  Jesus has an answer for you in times of vexation. I believe
this message will be a blessing to you life. It is yours on request. 

Your Friend in Christ,

Raymond L Shockley

“Moments in Bible Prophecy”


