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The Book of Daniel is a "prophetic book." The Bible is unlike all other religious 

books in that it bases its "Authenticity," "Authority," and "Inspiration" on 

PROPHECY.

Prophecy is-HISTORY WRITTEN IN ADVANCE, and proves the foreknowledge 

of God. Prophecy is twofold, "descriptive" and "predictive." The prophets were both 

"forth-tellers" and "fore-tellers." They had both "insight" and "foresight." Their 

prophetic utterances were not the deductions of reason, but were imparted to them by 

the Holy Spirit-"For the 'Prophecy' came not in old time by the 'will of man': but Holy 

Men of God spake as they were MOVED BY THE HOLY GHOST." 2 Pet. 1:21.

The importance of the study of the "Prophetic Scriptures" is seen when we recall 

that two-thirds of the Scriptures are prophetic, either in type, symbol, or direct 

statement, and as those that have been fulfilled were literally fulfilled, as the 

promises in reference to the "First Coming" of Christ, so those as yet unfulfilled, 

will be as literally fulfilled. If then we would know the "MIND OF GOD" as to the 

future we must study the "Prophetic Scriptures," or remain in that class that the 

Apostle Peter speaks of as being-"WILLINGLY IGNORANT," so as to claim 

"ignorance" as an excuse for conduct. 2 Pet. 3:3-8. 



No other book in the Bible has been attacked like Daniel. Its prophecies of future 

nations have thus far been so acutely fulfilled that the unbelieving word has tried to 

claim that Daniel was written after the fact.

Daniel was written about B. C. 533. Its critics claimed that it was written about B.C. 

168. This was during the time of the Maccabees and after Antiochus Epipanes, which 

Daniel so clearly foretold.

However, the very interesting thing is that the Septuagint, the Greek version of the 

Old Testament, was translated before the time of Antiochus Epiphanes, and it 

contains the Book of Daniel! 

Flavius Josephus (Antiquities of the Jews, Vol. 1, p. 388) also records an incident 

during the time of Alexander the Great which supports the early authorship of 

Daniel. When Alexander's invasion reached the Near East, Jaddua, the high priest, 

went out to meet him and showed him a copy of the Book of Daniel in which 

Alexander was clearly mentioned. Alexander was so impressed by this that, instead of 

destroying Jerusalem, he entered the city peaceably and worshipped at the temple.

Sir Isaac Newton declared, "To reject Daniel is to reject the Christian religion."



The divisions of Daniel - The Book of 

Daniel naturally divides itself into two 

grand divisions of six chapters each. 

The first division is mainly 

"Historical," and the second is 

"Prophetical."

The book of Daniel is written in two 

languages. The first chapter and the 

first three verses of the second chapter 

are written in Hebrew, and so are 

chapters 8 to 12, but from the fourth 

verse of the second chapter to the end 

of the seventh the language is Aramaic, 

the ancient language of Syria, and 

substantially with Chaldaic, the 

language of ancient Babylon.

What concerns the Gentile Empires is 

written in their language, Aramaic, and 

what concerns the Jews is written in 

Hebrew

The top is Hebrew- bottom is Aramaic

Daniel Manuscript – Dead Sea Scroll



Dan 1:1  In the third year of the reign of 

Jehoiakim king of Judah came 

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon unto 

Jerusalem, and besieged it.

2  And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of 

Judah into his hand, with part of the 

vessels of the house of God: which he 

carried into the land of Shinar to the 

house of his god; and he brought the 

vessels into the treasure house of his god.

Jehoiakim came to the throne of 

Judah in 608 B.C. The third year 

of his reign would be 605 B.C.



(Dan 1:2 KJV)  And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into 

his hand, with part of the vessels of the house of God: which he 

carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he 

brought the vessels into the treasure house of his god.

Jehoiakim was a godless man with no reverence for the 

things of God. He had no regard for God's word. When 

they brought him a scroll containing the written word of 

God, he took his penknife and cut up the pages of that scroll 

and threw them in the fire. Later on, instead of having a 

royal burial, Jehoiakim was buried outside the city, thrown 

on the city dump He received the burial of a donkey,"  just 

like the Bible said.

God, who is sovereign has placed Jehoiakim into the hands of 

Nebuchadnezzar, the mightiest ruler on earth - a brilliant military 

strategist, a marvelous builder. Five times in Daniel this principle 

is declared, " Dan 4:17 . . .to the intent that the living may know 

that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to 

whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the basest of men."

This marks the beginning to what is known as "The Times of the 

Gentiles." This time will end with the return of Jesus Christ to 

this earth.



Two sins caused Judah to be carried away into captivity

1. One of those sins was disobedience to the word of God. God had told his 

people to give the land a sabbath rest every seventh year. In that year they 

were not to cultivate the land. But they disregarded God's word and for 490 

years the land had no rest.

Think of it 490 years and no sabbatic years; seventy sabbatic years ignored. 

So God sent them into captivity for seventy years.

2. A second reason the Jews were carried into captivity was their departure 

from the worship of God, their departure into wholesale idolatry. They 

found a strange fascination with the idols of the pagan nations around them. 

Nothing could cure it.

Babylon was the center of idol worship; idolatrous religion had its origin 

there. Verse 2 refers to the land of Shinar, the old word for the land of the 

Tower of Babel. So when God allowed them to be taken into captivity to 

Babylon, He was sending them to the capital city of idolatry. "I can't cure 

you of your addiction to idols, so I'll take you to where the heart idolatry. 

For seventy years you can experience to the fullest those idols you so 

desperately want to serve."

After their years of captivity in Babylon the Jews had no more desire for idol 

worship. To this day, the Jewish people are monotheistic in their worship. 

They worship only one God: Jehovah (Yahweh) . 



(Dan 1:8-14 KJV)  But Daniel purposed in his heart that 

he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's 

meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he 

requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not 

defile himself. {9} Now God had brought Daniel into 

favour and tender love with the prince of the eunuchs. 

{10} And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I 

fear my lord the king, who hath appointed your meat 

and your drink: for why should he see your faces worse 

liking than the children which are of your sort? then 

shall ye make me endanger my head to the king. {11} 

Then said Daniel to Melzar, whom the prince of the 

eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and 

Azariah, {12} Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten 

days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to 

drink. {13} Then let our countenances be looked upon 

before thee, and the countenance of the children that eat 

of the portion of the king's meat: and as thou seest, deal 

with thy servants. {14} So he consented to them in this 

matter, and proved them ten days.

15  And at the end of ten days their countenances 

appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than all the children 

which did eat the portion of the king's meat.16  Thus 

Melzar took away the portion of their meat, and the 

wine that they should drink; and gave them pulse.



(Dan 1:17-21 KJV)  As for these four 

children, God gave them knowledge and 

skill in all learning and wisdom: and 

Daniel had understanding in all visions and 

dreams. {18} Now at the end of the days 

that the king had said he should bring 

them in, then the prince of the eunuchs 

brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. 

{19} And the king communed with them; 

and among them all was found none like 

Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: 

therefore stood they before the king. {20} 

And in all matters of wisdom and 

understanding, that the king inquired of 

them, he found them ten times better than 

all the magicians and astrologers that were 

in all his realm. {21} And Daniel continued 

even unto the first year of king Cyrus.


