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Dear Friends,

I send you greetings in the name of our soon coming King, the Lord Jesus Christ! The Rapture of the
church is an essential event. Till it happens, many other things cannot happen. The Antichrist cannot
come; the Tribulation and all of its events will not happen until the church is removed. When will the
Rapture happen?  I am glad you ask that question. There are lots opinions as to when it will happen.
While no man will know the day or hour of our Lord’s coming. The scriptures leave no doubt where the
rapture belongs in the order of end time events.  There were those in Paul’s time who got the events of
the end times out of order. They got the cart before the horse. That prompted him to write this passage.

2Th 2:1-3 “Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our
gathering together unto him,  (2)  That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by
spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.  (3)  Let no man
deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first,
and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;”

While the Apostle Paul was with the Thessalonians he had given them the order of events. Now
someone had come along and changed the order of evens in their minds. This was very troubling to
them. It shook them up. The false teachers had told them that they were already in the Tribulation.
Indeed there were events happening in the world that could be mistaken for the Tribulation. As we look
around us, we see terrible things. People are suffering all over the world, but we are not in the time
known as the “Day of the Lord.” We are in what Jesus called the “beginning of sorrows.” Mat 24:7-8 
For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and
pestilence, and earthquakes, in divers places.  (8)  All these are the beginning of sorrows.” Paul needed
to calm them down and remember God’s order and plan that he had taught them while he was with them,
2Th 2:5 “Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things?”  What was it he had
taught them? It is all in the 2nd chapter of 2Thessalonians.

The first thing he tells them is Jesus is coming back. The second thing he told them was the church
would gather together unto him (Jesus). Jesus told us how it would happen. His coming would be like
lightening. The believers would be gathered to where he was at. Mat 24:27-28 “For as the lightning
cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 
(28)  For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together.” To sum these two points
up, here is what Paul said, “I beg you to listen to me because Jesus is coming and we will be caught up
to meet him in the air!” This is exactly what he had told them in his first epistle to them, 1Th 4:16-17 
For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout,. . . . and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
(17)  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet
the Lord in the air:”
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In verse two and three he tells them, do not be shaken, or troubled or deceived by any man, method or
means. The Tribulation or the “Day of the (Christ) Lord” cannot happen until two things happen. The
two things will happen in the order Paul mentions them. A falling away or catching away must happen
before the man of Sin (Antichrist) will be revealed. Rapture first and then the Antichrist comes. The key
phrase in verse three is “except there come a falling away first.” The phrase "the falling away" (he
apostasia, Gk.) may be translated "the apostasy." It comes from a word in the Greek 868. aphistemi,
af-is'-tay-mee; to remove, i.e. (act.) instigate to revolt.; usually (reflex.) to desist, desert, etc.:--depart,
draw (fall) away, refrain, withdraw self. This word really has two ways to be interpreted. Now this word
apostasia is interpreted by some scholars to mean “falling away” or “rebellion,” However, the other
interpretation of the word by excellent Greek scholars is“departure,” Greek scholars agree that to
pinpoint the true meaning of the Greek noun, it is necessary to look at the verb from which that noun is
derived. The Greek noun apostasia comes from the root verb aphistemi, meaning “to go away, depart,
remove.” This root verb is used fifteen times in the Bible, and in only three of those times does it speak
of a falling away. It is most often translated “depart,” and usually refers to “one person departing from
another person or place.”

This is how the Geneva Bible translates the passage. 2Th 2:3 “Geneva  Let no man deceive you by any
means: for that day shall not come, except there come a departing first, and that that man of sin be
disclosed, even the son of perdition,”

Kenneth S. Wuest in “The New Testament - An Expanded Translation,” translates 2 Thess. 2:3 as
follows - Do not begin to allow anyone to lead you astray in any way, because that day shall not come
except the aforementioned departure [of the Church to heaven] comes first and the man of the
lawlessness is disclosed [in his true identity], the man of perdition.”

While there is on doubt there will be a falling away from the truth, to which the Laodicean church
testifies. The falling away in 2 Th 2:3 appears to be talking about the Rapture of the church. The “Day of
the Lord” cannot happen until the departure of the church. 

The second thing that must happen before the Tribulation can begin, is the revealing of the Antichrist.
2Th 2:3 KJV  Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a
falling away first, and “that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;”
The Antichrist must come before the Tribulation can begin. “Man of Sin,” “son of perdition
(destruction)” are terms that refer to the Antichrist.  They reveal his character and fruit.  It will be this
man that gives strength to the treaty that divides the land of Israel,  Dan 9:27 KJV “And he shall confirm
the covenant with many for one week:” Dan 11:39 “. . . and shall divide the land for gain.” 

Paul will restate the fact that the presence of a Rapture ready church holds back the Antichrist. 2Th 2:5-8
KJV “Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things?  (6)  And now ye know
what withholdeth (holds back or restrains) that he might be revealed in his time (appointed time).  (7) 
For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth (holds fast) will let, until he
(church) be taken out of the way.  (8)  And then shall that Wicked (Antichrist) be revealed, whom the
Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:”
The presences of the truly Christian Church is a restraining force. Upon its departure the restraining
force is removed and then the Antichrist is allowed to come forward. That is what we see in the
following passage.

Rev 6:1-2 KJV “And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it were the
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noise of thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see.  (2)  And I saw, and behold a
white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went
forth conquering, and to conquer.”

The sequence of events leading to the breaking of the seven seals happens in this order: Chapter 4 of
Revelation, the Rapture; the end of chapter 4, the Judgement Seat of Christ; the fifth chapter begins with
God the Father holding in his hand a seven sealed book. Jesus takes the book out of the hand of the
Father. When this is done, the raptured church is seen worshiping Jesus as he takes the book. Then in
chapter 6 he begins to break the seals in their chronological  order. The seals represent the restraining
force of God. The breaking of the 1st seal releases the Antichrist to ride forward.

Now our attention is turned to the Antichrist. This man of the future has something in common with
Jesus Christ. Jesus at his first coming fulfilled every passage of Scripture down to the smallest detail and
will do the same with those passages dealing with his second coming. This will be true of the Antichrist,
every detail that is written concerning him in the Bible must be fulfilled down to the smallest detail. The
Bible connects this man with Assyria and Babylon. It was revealed to the prophet Daniel that the man of
sin would come out of the boundaries of Alexander the Great’s empire. Assyria and Babylon were within
those boundaries. It is interesting to note that in Islamic eschatology the Antichrist will rule from
Babylon (Iraq).  In this area that the Bible and Islam both teach that the Antichrist will come from, an
Islamic caliphate is rising. The movement is called ISIS and it is being lead by Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi.
He has been proclaimed by ISIS as the caliph. Lets look at some headlines.

Headline - Al-Qaida splinter declares new Islamic caliphate - Jun 29th 2014 6:19PM    
  
http://www.aol.com/article/2014/06/29/al-qaida-splinter-declares-new-islamic-caliphate/20922040/?icid
=maing-grid7%7Chtmlws-main-bb%7Cdl1%7Csec1_lnk3%26pLid%3D495291

BAGHDAD (AP) - “The al-Qaida breakaway group that has seized much of northeastern Syria and huge
tracts of neighboring Iraq formally declared the establishment of a new Islamic state on Sunday and
demanded allegiance from Muslims worldwide. The spokesman for the Islamic State of Iraq and the
Levant, Abu Mohammed al-Adnani, made the announcement in an audio statement posted online on the
first day of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan. Muslim extremists have long dreamed of recreating the
Islamic state, or caliphate, that ruled over the Middle East, much of North Africa and beyond in various
forms over the course of Islam's 1,400-year history.”

Al-Adnani declared the group's chief, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, as the new leader, or caliph, and called on
jihadi groups everywhere, not just those in areas under the organization's control, to swear loyalty to
al-Baghdadi and support him.

"Now the insurgents in Iraq have no excuse for working with ISIS if they were hoping to share power
with ISIS," said Aymenn al-Tamimi, an analyst who specializes in Islamic militants in Iraq and Syria,
using one of several acronyms for the Islamic State. "The prospect of infighting in Iraq is increased for
sure." End of quote 

Headline - The Rise Of ISIS And The Coming Mahdi - June 18, 2014 

http://www.prophecynewswatch.com/2014/June18/184.html#dT6jTdQeYfPf8o52.99

“In the continuing dismantling of the Iraqi government, a Sunni group known as ISIS has spread panic

3



and fear in much of northern Iraq and continues to destabilize what once was a form of democratic
government. Members of ISIS are led by Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, a fundamentalist Islamic leader who is
said to have a far more organized and powerful military than existed under al-Qa’ida and Usama bin
Laden. Their military attacks have proven effective, and they continue to take over major Iraqi cities,
killing Shia Muslims and Christians in their path of terror.”

“ISIS is an acronym for the “Islamic State in Iraq and Syria" as the organization operates in both Iraq and
Syria. Like many jihadist groups, its goal is to establish an Islamic state that is true to the teachings of
Mohammed, with their current way being a fanatical military movement that is experienced and has a
strong leadership directing the military strategy. Thus far, its exercise over northern Iraq and parts of
western Syria make it the most successful jihadist movement in history.”

“Stepping away from the violence and media coverage, ISIS is one of several hundred splinter groups of
Islam looking to unite its people before the return of Mahdi, a descendant of Muhammad who is to work
in concert with Jesus Christ to conquer the world and convert the entire world to Islam. The ISIS way
seems to be that this will take place through a violent and autocratic ascension to power. As they
mercilessly kill all those who are not believed to be true Muslims, those who will be left are the faithful.
Then the jihad can expand around the globe.” End of Quote  

The land that ISIS now controls or is attempting to control is the land of the Assyrians and Babylon. 
Could we be seeing that land being prepared for Antichrist? When he comes, there is something that
needs to be conquered. Could it be that ISIS and the threat it poses to Europe would be what causes the
“Ten Kings” of Daniel 7:24 to give him power? 

Here is some food for thought,  ISIS IS  - by CLYDE LEWIS Ground Zero
http://www.groundzeromedia.org/isis-is/

Clyde Lewis in his article shows the connection of ISIS with the original and first Antichrist, Nimrod,
the builder of Babylon. It was his wife Semiramis who the inventor of the Mother and Child’s cult,
another term for the fertility religion. At the confusion of the languages Semiramis became known by
many names, one of the most important was ISIS of Egypt. It now looks like ISIS has returned to her
home perhaps in time to meet the final Antichrist.  

“This is why it is important now to demonstrate that the anglicized acronym ISIS belonging to the
“Islamic State in Iraq and Syria” seems like it is part of a suspected psy-op where only English speaking
countries know of the origin of ISIS who in some biblical interpretations is the “whore of Babylon.”
Ancient Babylon is 50 miles south of Bagdad Iraq and is where the Tower of Babel was built.”

“Plays on words and powerful words are used to trigger reactions and they are no accident. Going back
to ISIS or the “Islamic State in Iraq and Syria” the leader of these high financed and western trained
rogue forces is Abu Bakr Al Baghdadi.”

“Now if we go back into history and a very interesting article in the Christian Science Monitor we learn
about some Muslim History and how the name Abu Bakr Al Baghdadi could have been chosen in order
to be a flash point between the Sunni and Shitte sects.”

“According to the article: “Shiite and Sunni: What are the differences?” it states that the schism between
Shiite and Sunni sects began with disputes over who would succeed Muhammad as leader of the faithful
after his death in 632. The Shiites thought the prophet’s son-in-law and cousin should lead as caliph,
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particularly given his blood relationship to Muhammad. Their opponents, the Sunnis, thought Abu Bakr,
one of Mohammad’s first converts, should be their leader. Now tell me that this is a coincidence. Tell
me that a man named Abu Bakr leads Isis, the very name that divided the Sunnis and Shiites in the first
place.”

“According to his biographical history it is as if history is eerily repeating itself as it is written that Abu
Backr was the first Caliphate or successor to Mohammed. Backr’s biography states: After Mohammed
died (632), an assembly of Muslims in Mecca elected Abu Bakr as the first ‘khalifat rasul Allah’
(successor of the Prophet of God), or caliph. Under him the collection of Mohammed’s revelations was
recorded in the Koran. Abu Bakr suppressed tribal uprisings and brought central Arabia under Muslim
control, after which he directed Arab armies into Iraq and Syria initiating thus the Muslim conquests.”

“Now we have the name suspiciously turn up thousands of years later as a leader of ISIS, an army that
consists of Iraqis and Syrians and a new found Muslim conquest . . . The intent of ISIS is to reclaim Iraq
and the capital. Babylon, the whore “Isis” rises again. With the power of the goddess they are about to
make their moves as this clearly an engineered war with all of the names and places fitting coincidentally
into place.” End of Quote 

The Antichrist is called an Assyrian and a Babylonian in the same Biblical chapter, Isaiah 14. It is easy
to see that the two reverences are referring to one man who is ruling the lands of ancient Assyria and
Babylon. The chapter’s setting seems to be after the battle of Armageddon. The Antichrist and his forces
have been defeated; in addition,  Satan has also been defeated. Both are cast down to hell. The rein of
Jesus Christ on this earth has begun.

 Isa 14:4-6 KJV  That thou shalt take up this proverb against the king of Babylon, and say, How
hath the oppressor ceased! the golden city ceased!  (5)  The LORD hath broken the staff of the
wicked, and the sceptre of the rulers.  (6)  He who smote the people in wrath with a continual
stroke, he that ruled the nations in anger, is persecuted, and none hindereth. (7) The whole earth
is at rest, and is quiet: they break forth into singing.

The only time when the whole earth will be at peace is after Jesus has defeated the Antichrist. The
Antichrist is called the King of Babylon. Now the Prophet Isaiah turns his attention to the power behind
the Antichrist, Satan. At the same time as the Antichrist is defeated and cast down, Satan is defeated and
cast down to hell, Isa 14:12 KJV “How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how
art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!” A few verses down in the chapter God
declares what he will do to the Antichrist only this time he calls him the “Assyrian.”

Isa 14:24-26 KJV “The LORD of hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely as I have thought, so shall it
come to pass; and as I have purposed, so shall it stand:  (25)  That I will break the Assyrian in
my land, and upon my mountains tread him under foot: then shall his yoke depart from off
them, and his burden depart from off their shoulders.  (26)  This is the purpose that is purposed
upon the whole earth: and this is the hand that is stretched out upon all the nations.”

This is an event that will affect the whole earth. The Antichrist has troubled the whole of the earth and
God will set the whole earth free. 

ISIS is another sign that we are in the End Times. ISIS may well have brought us one step closer to an
Antichrist, and since the man of sin cannot come until the Rapture is past, we are so much closer to
seeing our King!
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The message of the Month - “Meekness” Meekness may be one of the most important personality
traits one can possesses when it comes to being used of God for that matter going in the Rapture of the
church. Zep 2:3 KJV “Seek ye the LORD, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought his judgment;
seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the LORD'S anger.” This
message could change your life. It can be yours upon request. 

Moments in Bible Prophecy - We have a new time slot on WIBN shortwave. Our new time is 1:45
P.M. Monday through Friday at 9265 kHz . You can listen to WIBN on your smart
phone. 

This week I received the following urgent prayer request from the station manager of
Radio Joy Africa in Liberia. We are broadcasting seven days a week on that station.
Please join us in praying for Liberia, Africa. 

Hi Rev, How the brethren there doing? With the Lord, I certainly know they are doing
great in the Lord. Please Dad, I personally want you and the brethren there (USA) help pray for my
country-Liberia as we struggle to curb the deadliest human killer-EBOLA VIRUS. Situation is seen
growing worse. The outbreak is considered as the worse ever in Africa since 1976 in DR Congo.

For Liberia, many people are still in the denier stage while the deadly disease continues to destroy
inhabitants of the country. As the nation goes through these times of calamity, let us all jointlypray for
the eradication of this human killer 
Thanks, Bro. Patrick Kollie  - Radio Joy Africa

Support - Moments in Bible Prophecy is making a difference. The light of the Gospel is punching
holes in the darkness. I need your financial help. Each month brings with it new challenges, air time to
pay for. Each station is a vital link in the ministry God has given us. Each person who helps us is laying
up treasure in Heaven. Radio is only a part of what we are doing. Those of you who receive this
newsletter are aware of the missions work that we are doing, Moments in Bible Prophecy needs you.  I
think I understand what Jesus meant when he said these words, Joh 9:4 KJV “I must work the works of
him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.”  You and I have a work to
do!

I want to personally thank all of you who have help us with radio bills, our Internet and mission’s
ministry. If you would like to give online you may do so at our web site http://www.momentin.us/.

Your Friend in Christ,

Raymond L Shockley

“MOMENTS IN BIBLE PROPHECY”

http://www.momentin.us/

