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Dear Friends,

I send you greetings in the name of the soon coming King, the Lord Jesus Christ! Before I enter into the main subject of
my newsletter, a thought has come to me that I want to share with you. If you are watching the news at all, you are
aware the government of America is experiencing a shut down. President Obama and the Democrats are on one side
with their demands and some of the Republicans are on the other side with their demands. The Republicans, some of
them, want to delay or defund Obamacare, which is just a terrible program. It will destroy and enslave the American
people. Mr. Obama will not negotiate with the Rep. John Boehner, the Speaker of the House. Neither side is willing to
give in. The question is often asked who will blink first? As I was thinking and praying about this, the thought came to
me that it will be the Republicans who will blink. 

This passage from the Word of God came to me, 1 Kings 3:16-27. The story is about two women.  Each gave birth to a
child. One child died in the night. The mother of the dead child switched babies and when the mother of the living child
realized that the switch had been made she brings the other woman before Solomon. Before Solomon stood two women
claiming the living child. Both had been with child, both had delivered a child, both were claiming the same child. How
was Solomon to tell which woman was the real mother? He put them to the test to see, 1Ki 3:24-25 “And the king said,
Bring me a sword. And they brought a sword before the king.  (25)  And the king said, Divide the living child in two,
and give half to the one, and half to the other.” The one that blinks and surrenders to save the child is the real mother.
Even though she doesn’t like where the child will be going, she wanted the child she loved to live. As long as there is
life there is hope. The other woman has this attitude. If I cannot have the child, then no one will have the child.  She did
not love the child.  She loved herself. She was just using the child to gratify herself. 

1Ki 3:26-27 “Then spake the woman whose the living child was unto the king, for her bowels yearned upon her son,
and she said, O my lord, give her the living child, and in no wise slay it. But the other said, Let it be neither mine nor
thine, but divide it.  (27)  Then the king answered and said, Give her the living child, and in no wise slay it: she is the
mother thereof.” 

As I see it a sword is about to chop America in half, the party that loves America, its culture, its Constitution and its
people, will blink. They do not like the direction of the country but while there is life there is hope. On the other hand
the Liberal Progressives in our government hate the American way, they hate the Judo-Christian value system that it is
built on. They hate for the people to be free to think for themselves, do for themselves. They hate free enterprise and
are doing all they can to enslave our people and make them depended on a Socialist big government. That is what
Obamacare is really about, enslaving and controlling the people. They are doing all they can to kill the American
dream. Borrowing endless sums of money to give to terrorists groups like the Muslims Brotherhood is madding. Sooner
or later there will be no more money to borrow.  Everything will come crushing down. It could be fixed, but the
Administration doesn’t want it fixed. They want to make it as painful as possible to get their way.  That is what the
Liberal Progressives want, an enslaved, weakened America which would helplessly be pushed into a one world
government. The Democrats will not blink unless they think to hold might cause them to lose political power. The
conservative Republicans will blink before they see the country totally destroyed. As the real mother in our story they
want the baby to live.

Signs of the Times - As I begin this month’s newsletter this passage from the word of God is on my mind. Mat 24:40-
44 KJV “Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left.  (41)  Two women shall be grinding at
the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left.  (42)  Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth
come.  (43)  But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would
have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up.  (44)  Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an
hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.”

While we cannot know the day or the hour that Jesus Christ will return for the Church, there must be something that
can be observed that will allow us to understand that the Rapture of the church is not far away. In the above passage we
see the Rapture of the church, one is taken and one is left. This is an event we are told to watch for our own protection.
If we do not stay in a place of readiness, a thief will catch us and all will be destroyed.  What is the thief? The thief is
the tribulation begins as soon as the church has been caught up by the Lord. Is there something going on today that
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would indicate that the Rapture is close? Since the Rapture of the Church happens before the Tribulation, anything that
seems to be setting the stage for the Tribulation is also a red flag for the time of the Rapture.

Now let me direct your attention to a major red flag pointing to the nearness of the Rapture and Tribulation. Russia’s
role in the Middle East is the red flag. Russia has always wanted to be the power in the Middle East, but the power of
America and her foreign policy has always kept that from happening. Things are changing very rapidly right before our
eyes.  The Obama administration and foreign policy have weakened America in this vital region of the world. President
Obama seems to be putting a hook in Mr. Putins jaw that is pulling him into the Middle East. We are watching Russia
replace America in the Middle East. 

In Ezekiel chapters 38 & 39 we are witnesses to an event that is to take place in the beginning days of the Tribulation. 
We also witness Russian activity in the second seal of the book of Revelation. Rev 6:4 KJV “And there went out
another horse that was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they
should kill one another: and there was given unto him a great sword.” In the Revelation we see the rider of the Red
horse becoming a super power. He will be given a military powerful enough to set the world aflame. He will take peace
from the world and turn it into a killing zone.

In the Ezekiel passages we see an event. We see an alliance that joins Russia in that event.  The event is the invasion of
Israel by Russia and the alliance. This prophecy is directed at the Russian leader and it is looking more and more likely
that leader’s name may be Putin. Eze 38:4-8 KJV  “And I will turn thee back, and put hooks into thy jaws, and I will
bring thee forth, and all thine army,. . . . (5)  Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya with them; all of them with shield and helmet: 
(6)  Gomer, and all his bands; the house of Togarmah of the north quarters, and all his bands: and many people with
thee . . .  (8)  After many days thou shalt be visited: in the latter years thou shalt come into the land that is brought back
from the sword, and is gathered out of many people, against the mountains of Israel, which have been always waste:
but it is brought forth out of the nations, and they shall dwell safely all of them.”

God is telling the Russian leader, I am going to put a hook in your jaw and I am going to drag you down to Israel. It
will happen in the “latter days,” which is the same as saying the “End Times.” Russia will lead an alliance which will
include Iran (Persia), Ethiopia, Libya, Germany (Gomer),  Turkey (Togarmah) and many other unnamed countries.  It is
the regathered Israel that they invade. He will invade when Israel feels safe. They do not feel safe now but they might
feel safe if they have signed the treaty creating the Palestinian nation.  The White horse in Revelation 6 is the Antichrist
as he comes forth to confirm the treaty between Israel and the Palestinians. He is followed by the Red horse, who after
the treaty will invade Israel taking peace from the earth. 

How close are we to these events? Lets look at some headlines. 

Headline 1. Russia to Build 100 New Military Bases and Airfields by RIA Novosti website group -
http://en.ria.ru/military_news/20130627/181914590.html  

“MOSCOW, June 27 (RIA Novosti) – About 100 new defense infrastructure facilities, including airfields and Army
and Navy maintenance and supply bases, will be built in Russia to accommodate new weapon systems, a top military
official said Thursday.”

“In early May, Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev said the share of new weaponry in service with the Russian armed
forces must be up to 75 percent by 2020. Russian officials previously cited rearmament goals of 30 percent by 2015
and 70 percent by 2020.”

“The Russian government has allocated 22 trillion rubles ($730 billion) for an ambitious armed forces rearmament
program through 2020.” End of article

We are told in Revelation 6:4 “. . . . there was given unto him a great sword.” In the above article we are told that
Russia is building a huge sword. They are doing this at a time when America is in decline as a result of the Obama
presidency. 

Headline 2. US government shutdown: Barack Obama is presiding over the end of America's superpower status
by - By Con Coughlin World Last updated: October 1, 2013
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/concoughlin/100238900/us-government-shutdown-barack-obama-is-presiding-over-t
he-end-of-americas-superpower-status/

“There was a time not so long ago when the world looked to America for both political and economic leadership. But
now that can no longer be taken for granted thanks to Mr. Obama's inability to provide decisive leadership on either
front.”
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“The emergence of Russia, meanwhile, as the main power broker in the Syria crisis has severely damaged America's
standing as a major global player. In short, the longer the Obama presidency continues, the more America's status as a
superpower ebbs away.” End of Article.

Headline 3. Putin Positioning Himself As New Power Player In The Mideast, But To What End? 

http://www.prophecynewswatch.com/2013/September23/231.html#YfQgssAwpa9E7s8I.99  

“The Russian Bear is back. A growing number of journalists, political leaders, and foreign policy analysts are noting
that Vladimir Putin is aggressively positioning himself as a new and increasingly influential force on the global stage
generally, and in the Middle East, in particular.”

“Consider recent headlines: Russia re-emerges as Mideast player (Associated Press), •Putin shoves Obama aside as he
seizes Syria agenda (New York Times), •Syrian weapon’s deal helps Putin and Assad, say Russian observers (Los
Angeles Times), •Vladimir Putin New York Times op-ed sparks tension ahead of talks •Sen. John McCain: Russia
deserves better than Putin as president (UPI), •Putin plans to diminish U.S., Obama (Clifford May, president of the
Foundation for the Defense of Democracies)Are such headlines warranted? I believe they are. The Russian leader had
actually been fairly quiet over the last several years. But he is suddenly re-asserting himself in international affairs with
a boldness and an arrogance we have not seen in some time.”

“Consider his moves just in recent days: Putin has announced he will soon make a state visit to Iran to further
strengthen Russian ties to the Persian power. •Putin and his team are hinting they will increase arms sales to Iran.
•‘Russia to sell Iran anti-aircraft system, nuclear reactor’: S-300 deal said back on track; Moscow’s legislator threatens
further weapons sales to Tehran if US strikes Syria. •Putin blames Israel for the Syrian stockpile of chemical weapons
— “Putin said on Thursday that Israel’s alleged nuclear weapons stockpile only serves to make the Jewish state “a
target” and creates “foreign policy problems.”

“Putin’s comments … came in response to questions from reporters on the US and Russia-brokered deal to put Syria’s
chemical weapon’s arsenal under international supervision, reported the Jerusalem Post.”

“Amidst a growing movement at the United Nations to force Israel to disclose and destroy its alleged stockpiles of
nuclear and chemical weapons, Putin seems to be positioning himself to be the “peace-maker” in the Middle East, the
one trying to rid the epicenter of WMD, and thus a sharp critic of Israel’s unwillingness to discuss what strategic
weapons systems it may or may not have. (shades of The Ezekiel Option?)”

“Putin convinced Obama to strike a deal with Syria regarding chemical weapons, even though he says he’s not 100%
sure Assad will actually comply — many analysts believe Putin has played the American President, prevented an
American military strike, and protected Assad, a key Russian ally, from being toppled.”

“Putin: Russia to reopen Soviet-era Arctic military base.•Putin has announced he is considering running for a 4th term
— that would make him modern Russia’s longest serving leader since Stalin, but why announce this now when
elections are not until 2018?”

“Such moves fit a clearly emerging pattern. As I recently mentioned in this blog, Putin smells blood in the water — he
has used the Syrian crisis to seize global leadership from Obama. Consider some of the other moves he has made in
recent weeks: •granted former-NSA contractor Edward Snowden asylum in Russia and refused to extradite him to the
U.S., •hosted the G-20 summit in St. Petersburg, Russia, •insisted Obama and U.S. has no evidence of chemical
weapons being used by the Assad regime, •called Kerry a liar, •moved Russian warships into the Mediterranean
•promised to resupply Assad in case of war with the U.S., Where is all this headed? What are Putin’s objectives? What
will he do next? It’s hard to say at the moment, but Putin’s moves are troubling and it’s important to be watching him closely.”

“Some are asking me if Putin’s moves are leading us rapidly to the fulfillment of Bible prophecies, such as those found
in Ezekiel chapters 38 & 39, what Bible scholars call the coming “War of Gog & Magog.” In such prophecies, a
Russian dictator forms an alliance with Iran and other Middle Eastern and North African countries to attack Israel in
the “last days” of history before the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. Others are asking me if Putin is “Gog,” the
Russian dictator of whom Ezekiel writes. My answer is that it is too early to draw such conclusions.” 

“Putin is certainly Gog-esque. That is, he is making moves that would be consistent with the preparing for the
fulfillment of Ezekiel prophecies. That said, we must be cautious.”

“We simply don’t have enough data yet to draw conclusions. It is important not to overreach. Perhaps someone far
worse is going to emerge to lead Russia. Perhaps the fulfillment of the Gog & Magog prophecies is still many years
off.” End of Article
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Headline 4. Putin the Peacemaker? Posted by Steve Deace On September 13, 2013 
http://www.conservativeactionalerts.com/2013/09/putin-the-peacemaker/
“In the geo-political game of “Survivor” the former KGB agent pretending to be president has out-witted, out-lasted,
and out-played the former community organizer pretending to be president. The Left has complained for more than a
decade that it wasn’t fair for the United States to be the world’s lone superpower. Apparently they decided to finally do
something about it.”

“Putin is no hero. He’s an opportunist. At best he can be an untrustworthy temporary ally when there’s mutual self-
interest. Make no mistake, raising his global prestige and influence is a bad idea. But that’s nothing new for an
administration well-versed in leading from behind. When it’s all said and done, the sum total of the Obama era will be
a stronger China, a stronger Muslim Brotherhood, now a stronger Russia, and a weaker United States.”

“But what do you expect from a president who touts the “holy Qur’an” in his first major foreign policy speech, believes
the federal government has the power to make you do things that violate your moral conscience, uses the military to
crack down on the world view that founded the country, and counts the Muslim Brotherhood and Al-Qaeda among his
allies. When Putin is the man on the white horse riding in to save the day, it’s probably time to start looking for the four
horsemen of the Apocalypse.” End of Article

The headlines taken together seem to telling us that under President Obama’s Presidency, America is quickly losing its
superpower status and Russia is stepping in to fill the vacuum. As I watched the whole Syrian exchange, it seemed to
me that Mr. Putin was reluctant to get involved but President Obama’s bungling foreign policy was serving as a hook in
the jaw of Mr. Putin forcing him deeper into the Middle-East quagmire. Since the Gog & Magog war happens after the
Rapture of the church, our days on earth may be few.  Mat 24:42 “Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your
Lord doth come.”

The message of the Month - "THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF WORDS," Mat. 12:23-37. Words are something
we will give account for. According to Jesus they reveal our character. They tell the world whether we are a good tree
or an evil tree. They reveal what our hearts are full of. They reveal what is important to us.  They often broadcast what
spirit is in really in control of our lives. Every one of our words is important. Jesus said we would give account for
even the idle ones. We may well be condemned by them.

It was words that caused a third of the angels to fall with Satan. It was words that caused Eve to fall and drag her
husband down. He used no other force than “words” to take man down.  Often nothing but words take you down or
build you up. I believe you will be helped by this message. It is your upon request. 

Moments in Bible Prophecy - “We are in our second week on Radio Joy Africa, Liberia, W. Africa. As I was
preparing this news letter, this message came from Patrick Kollie the owner of Radio Joy Africa. “Great to greet you in
the name of our Heavenly Father. Materials for next week editions is expected soon. Thank you for the messages thus
far. Your radio message(s) adds additional values to our radio programs. Our audience appreciates the contents of the
program.”

We are negotiating with Venture Radio in Freetown, Sierra Leone, W. Africa to run Moments in Bible Prophecy on
their station. Pastor Lewisham is severing as our agent. I received this message from him concerning Venture Radio, “I
called Radio Life Venture this afternoon and they gave me good news that they have begun to play the CDs I gave to
them. You remember you did send me some of your messages so I gave some to them as they said they want to listen to
the CDs first before making their final decision. After playing them he said that people began to make request to have
them played repeatedly so he had to repeat them sometimes twice a day. I have told them that you plan to send them the
Moment in Bible Prophecy programming soon.”

We are hard at work building a new website - Momentin.US and a mobile website M.Momentin.US. You can now
listen to Moments in Bible Prophecy on your smart phone. Moments in Bible Prophecy can now be listened to on
demand at Momentin.US or Momentin.Com.

I thank God for all of the open doors. We are punching holes in the darkness. I want to thank you for supporting our
ministry. Without your financial gifts, I simply could not do what I am doing. If you have not gotten involved in
carrying out the “Great Commission,” please prayerfully consider sending something to “Moments in Bible Prophecy.”
You can give on line at our website or write a check payable to the Key West Church of God. 

Thank you for all that you are making possible!

Your Friend in Christ,

Raymond L Shockley

“MOMENTS IN BIBLE PROPHECY”


