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Dear Friends,

When I read the recent headlines, I find them to be full of some very scary warnings.   North Korea and
Iran both will with nuclear ambitions, both with a deep hatred for America.  As frightening as the
following headlines are, there is something far more dangerous to the survival of the world.

Headline - More than half the continental US is within range of latest North Korean missile test,
defense experts say  Michael Sheetz | Jeff Daniels Friday, 28 Jul 2017
https://www.cnbc.com/2017/07/28/half-the-continental-us-within-range-of-latest-north-korean-missile.html

“North Korea fired a missile that may have landed off the coast of Japan Friday, 28 Jul 2017 North
Korea tested an intercontinental ballistic missile Friday, which defense experts say could reach as far as
New York or other U.S. East Coast cities.”

“The most recent test lofted the North Korean missile on a very high trajectory, bringing it down in the
Sea of Japan. Preliminary data from the launch reveals that half, if not most, of the continental U.S.
would be in range of the missile tested Friday.”

“"Looks like it pretty much can get to New York, Boston and probably falls just short of Washington,"
David Wright, co-director and senior scientist for the Global Security Program at the Union of
Concerned Scientists, told CNBC.” End of quote 

Headline - China Shows Off Military Might as Xi Jinping Tries to Cement Power By CHRIS
BUCKLEYJULY 30, 2017 https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/30/world/asia/china-military-parade-xi-jinping.html

Headline - Putin shows off Russia's naval might with major parade AFPJuly 30, 2017
https://www.yahoo.com/news/putin-shows-off-russias-naval-might-major-parade-085242851.html

Headlines - Iran rules out halt to missile tests as tension with US rises Ali Noorani AFP July 30,
2017 https://www.yahoo.com/news/iran-rules-halt-missile-tests-tension-us-rises-093651374.html

Headline - Russia posts troops 8km from the Israeli Golan DEBKAfile Exclusive Report July 25,
2017, 4:08 PM (IDT) http://www.debka.com/article/26155/Russia-posts-troops-8km-from-the-Israeli-Golan

“Russia has quietly moved troops to a point in southern Syria that is 8km from Israel’s Golan border, in
the face of Israeli objections, DEBKAfile reports exclusively. Moscow used the uproar over the Temple
Mount standoff and the diplomatic crisis between Israel and Jordan to cover its creeping troop
deployment almost up to Syria's borders with Israel and Jordan. End of Quote
When I read the recent headlines, I find them to be full of some very scary warnings.   North Korea and
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Iran both will with nuclear ambitions, both with a deep hatred for America.  As frightening as the
following headlines are, there is something far more dangerous to the survival of the world.
As I watched the morning news, I was informed that in just less than 40 minutes the North Koreans
could hit any part of America. That is a scary thought. To make it even more scary, we are now being
told that North Korea already has a nuclear war head that could be fitted to a launch vehicle. In less time
than it takes for a lot of Americans to drive to work, the world could be on fire. 

As scary as that is, there is something far more frightening. It is a church named by “an
Antichrist” Laodicea! Her name sake was married to an Antichrist.

I must give you some background information to aid understanding just how dangerous the church of
Laodicea is. Her background is found in the book of Revelation. The underlying purpose of the book of
Revelation is very simple, Rev 1:1 KJV “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to
shew unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass.” It is for revealing the course of
events. The prophecy is arranged in an orderly fashion, with the first segment revealing the Christian
church in seven individually tailored letters that are predictive and descriptive.

Each church has a location whose name reveals the nature and history of the respective church. Each
letter represents an age of Christianity, matching perfectly the parallel history of that age. The seven
major divisions of the theology are clearly seen.  Laodicea, the last of the Seven Churches is the church
that was named by “an Antichrist.” I have spent years studying the seven churches.  I have combed over
every detail of every message. I have compared each letter with the corresponding history and
background. What I have found are the churches of the past are in perfect alignment with their
corresponding letters, giving us confidence that the final church age, Laodicea will mirror her letter.

Why would Jesus choose a place that was named  by a man whose name is the equivalent to Antichrist?
The Philadelphian church was given its name because of its character and conduct. The name
Philadelphia actually means "one who loves his brother." Jesus chose that name because that was the
character of  Philadelphia.

Philadelphia was a missionary center for spreading the Greek language and culture to many other areas.
A Historian wrote about Philadelphia & Laodicea in comparison. What they had in common was that
they both were founded by the Greeks as missionary centers that were meant to spread Greek culture and
language. They were tasked with transforming the cultures around them. The historian went on to write
that Philadelphia was very successful as a missionary center. The great missionary movements and
revivals began, which were responsible for taking the Gospel around the world. It would transform the
cultures of countless countries. The Great Awakening of America is just one example. The great English
missionaries Robert Moffett, David Livingstone, William Carey and Hudson Taylor were used by God
to transform the lives and often the countries where they served with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Our historian continues to write that Laodicea was a terrible failure as a missionary center. She was too
busy profiting off of the people. The missionary message got lost with the desire for gain and profit. This
perfectly mirrors the Laodicea church age. This is the church age that will be dominate just before the
Rapture of the Christian church. In the beginning of this letter I listed several scary headlines all pointing
to events that will take place in the seven-year tribulation leading us to feel that the Tribulation could be
in our near future. The rapture of the church will happen just before the Tribulation. If we are close to
the Tribulation then the Laodicean church must be having a massive influence on the church world of
today. You would think that something that big and dominate ought to be easy to spot. Look around. Can
you spot it? If you can’t, you just might be in the middle of it.
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How and where the church received its name is most enlightening. The city where the church was
founded got its name from Antiochus II (Antiochus Theos), who built it. He named the city after his
wife. A woman whom history reveals belongs in the company of women like Jezebel of the Old
Testament fame and the Jezebel of the Thyatira church and "Mystery Babylon" of Revelation 17. 

Her name in Greek is Laodikeia. It comes from two words: Lao
= people and decia, dee’-kay; right (as self-evident), i.e., justice
(the principle, a decision, or its execution)- judgment, punish,
vengeance. Decia = justice. Laodicea means "justice for the
people" or a people who will suffer the vengeance and
punishment of God. (The coin has Laodice’s image on it)

The name of Laodice’s husband was Antiochus Theos. His name is also revealing. Antiochus means
"against" or "instead of." Theos is the Greek word for God. Together his name means "instead of God"
or "Antichrist." Laodicea was married to Antichrist.

Note: the Laodicean church ends up married to Antichrist. Since Jesus promised to spew her out, she
will not go in the Rapture, unless she repents. Laodicea will meet the Antichrist in the Tribulation.
Antiochus assumed the name Theos after conquering some of the kings of the South, Ptolemy
Philadelphus’ people. This is nothing short of stunning when you compare the relationship of the church
of Philadelphia and Laodicea. The move from one age to the next always seems to be done by men from
the preceding age to the new age. It is especially true of Laodicea.  It is members of the Philadelphian
church who have chosen to leave the land of the straight and narrow for the Broadway theology. They
have made their structural changes and re-branded their image until they are totally a different thing.
They are no longer a church that loves its elder brother (Jesus Christ), they are just using Jesus as their
excuse to get people to help them build their kingdom.

Why would Jesus give this church an identity that comes from an Antichrist? Could it be that the
Antichrist is the one who benefits from her efforts, not Jesus? Why is Laodicea so dangerous to the
world? The Apostle Peter gives us the answer below.

2Pe 3:3-10 KJV “Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their
own lusts,  And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? . . . But the heavens and the earth, which
are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition
of ungodly men. . . . The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness;
but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to
repentance.  But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall
pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works
that are therein shall be burned up.”

What Peter has said is in the “last days (the time just before the Rapture)” people will be scoffing at the
thought of the Rapture. Peter tells us that these me are willingly ignorant of the past judgement of the
flood. He continues by reminding us that the earth has an appointment with fire. The judgement of God
is coming on a world in rebellion. He tells us why it has not happened already, “The Lord is not slack
(careless) concerning his promise, . . . but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance.” God does not want any man to perish. As long as
there is a credible force leading men to repentance, God waits. When that force is weakened and
undermined until it can no longer influence men to repent, then He will no longer restrain evil men.
Laodicea is undermining that force. 

3



The coming of the Antichrist is being restrained by the hand of God. He cannot come forth until the first
seal of Revelation six is broken. That will not happen as long as a strong Philadelphian church is able to
confront the culture with Biblical truth in such a manner that it causes repentance. 

The arrival of the Laodicean church with its structural changing church growth programs is destroying
the transforming nature of church. When the Biblical foundation of Philadelphia is gone, there will be no
more reason for God to wait.   Psa 11:3 KJV “If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous
do?”  Laodicea has left off Biblical study and preaching and is consumed with the study of the culture of
the world. Thousands of pastors are being pressured into attending “values calcification” events where
they learn how to make friends with the world’s culture. They are told to make structural changes that
will make the church appealing to the world. It has not dawned on most of them that when the people of
the world are attracted to your “campus,” you have become the world. No wonder the Bible declares that
such a church is the enemy of God. Jam 4:4 KJV “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the
friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the
enemy of God.”

Why is this church an enemy of God? God wants his church to be an influence that causes men to repent.
He wants to extend mercy. Because of what the leadership of this church is doing, the age of mercy is
coming to an end. The Rapture will happen, the seals will break, the trumpets will sound, the Antichrist
will ride forth, and the world will be on fire. The Antichrist will have benefitted from Laodicea.
Laodicea will be truly the bride of the Antichrist. 

In my May newsletter, “Caught in the Net,” I shared with you two dreams that I had. They were very
troubling to me. You will find the link at the end of this paragraph for the dreams. You need to read that
letter. Shortly after the two original dreams I was given two more. As with the first two, these left me
very troubled. https://irp-cdn.multiscreensite.com/c9118f7d/files/uploaded/offeringMay2017edit.pdf

The third and forth dreams had the same underlying theme of the first two. The third dream
begins with me in my church office working. Hearing a lot of noise in my church, I went out in the
sanctuary. There was a crew of men making structural changes to the building. They were covering our
stained glass windows with red brick columns, blotting out the light. The columns had lights on the sides
giving out artificial light. 

I tried to talk to them. “What are you doing? Who told you to do this?” I was totally ignored. I remember
thinking, “I sure hope this is good.” Powerless to stop it, I returned to my office and went back to work.

Then the scene changed. I was standing outside watching bulldozers moving piles of dirt. Nothing green
was left. When they were finished, it looked like a desert. I thought, “this can’t be Key West.  We don’t
have that much land.” Then I understood it was not my church.  It was the church world around me. My
office represented my church and ministry that is where my radio programs are done. There I coordinate
our ministry’s missions outreaches.  I study and write my newsletters, sermons and radio scripts. I was
powerless to stop what was going on in the larger church world. My understanding was I was to return to
my ministry and keep working.

My attention was then drawn to what all that activity that had brought me out of my office had created. 
What I saw was a flat roof red brick building. The front caught my attention. Instead of the front having
the double doors we are use to, the front came over half way rounding with a door and ticket window on
the side. The rest of the front was open space to enter the door.  The thing that stood out to me was that
the front part with the door and ticket window was painted in a rainbow of colors. 
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I thought there is nothing here that would tell me that this is a Christian church, no church steeple, no
cross, no sign to tell me that this is a Christian church. All I saw was what appeared to be an entrainment
venue. The rainbow colors represented diversity. The bulldozers were strip mining for souls. In their
process they were destroying Philadelphian churches. The dream ended. 

It troubled me. My impression was that I was not going to be able to stop all of the structural changes
happening in the church world around me. They were killing the Christian church. They were replacing
the Gospel with religious entertainment. As I went back to my office and ministry in my dream, I
understood what I must do in my ministry, I am to hold on to my crown.

This passage came to my mind - Rev 3:10-11 KJV “Because thou hast kept the word of my patience,
I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them
that dwell upon the earth.  (11)  Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man
take thy crown.” It seemed to confirm my fear that the changes we are seeing pose a great danger to us.
The Rapture is coming! God will spare the Philadelphian church and pastor. They will have a struggle
with the man who is coming to take from the church what had earned them a crown. You cannot make
all of these structural changes without creating something entirely new. We are watching the demise of
Philadelphia and the rise of Laodicea. If you are a Philadelphian church or pastor hold on to what you
have, don’t change!

The fourth dream was the most troubling of all. My dream starts with me awaking out of a stupor. I had
been invited to attend a conference. It seemed that I had lost my consciousness shortly after arriving. As
I was regaining my consciousness, fear overtook me. What had happened to me, where was I? I checked
for my wallet.  It was gone. With it my identity cards; my money was gone. I was away from my church
and home. How long had I been gone? Was my church still there? I was in a panic.  I had to get back to
my church. I remember being consumed by the fear that my church would no longer be there when I got
home. I had no money.  I had no way of getting back. Then I thought about my friend who had invited
me. He is a good guy. He will help me!  I saw him in a group of pastors. His back was to me. I hurried
over to him, calling his name as I pushed my way through the crowd. He turned to face me, and I was
shocked by what I saw. He seemed to be hallow and lifeless. His eyes were dark and empty. He didn’t
seem to see me. My friend was gone from me.  He could no longer help me! The dream ended and I was
troubled. What did it mean? Was that in my future, or was it a warning I was meant to share?

Two passages from the Bible immediately came to mind. The first is a warning that the Holy Spirit gave
to make sure that you and I understood what is happening around us. 1Ti 4:1-2 KJV  “Now the Spirit
speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to
seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;”  We are living in the “latter times.” When I first became a
Christian studying and preaching the Bible was the passion of the people. Revivals and Bible
conferences were the thing of that day. With the arrival of Laodicea the Bible conference and revivals
have been replaced by the church growth conference. Men are no longer studying the faith, and they
have departed from teaching the faith. They are now studying the culture, seeking ways to take
advantage of it. What brings them to the training conferences?  “Seducing spirits, and doctrines of
devils!”  Someone who has used the latest church growth program brags about how his church has gown
since he used the program. Biblical pastors are seduced out of a Biblical consciousness into the Laodicea
frame of mind. 

The second passage - Mat 7:13-15 KJV “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is
the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:  Because strait is the gate,
and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. Beware of false prophets,
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which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.” Two ways are
presented, the strait & narrow which is the Philadelphia with only a few people. The second is the broad
way leading to destruction with many people. This is the last church that was named by an Antichrist, 
Laodicea.  We are warned to be on guard. For false prophets would be sent to influence us down the
broad road.  They come presenting themselves as men of God.  Inwardly they are nothing but wolves
desiring their own personal profit.

Then the warning continues with the fate of all who come under the influence of the most dangerous
thing on earth, “Laodicea!” Mat 7:22-23 KJV “Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful
works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”
These are ministries that is rejected by Jesus and left behind for the Tribulation. Their fate is now tied to
the one they have benefitted, the Antichrist.  They have been spewed out. Rev 3:16 KJV “So then
because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.”

My unconsciousness in the dream reminded me of the condition of Laodicean Pastor. Rev 3:17 KJV
“Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not
that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:” His church growth and
increase of income has distracted him from his true condition. He is Bishop Clueless! If you try to talk to
him all you will get from him is, “I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing.” He
simply cannot see that he is just as miserable and lost as the world he is courting. He is not apart of
Jesus, and Jesus is not apart of him. Jesus stands on the outside knocking on his door. 

I leave you with the plea of the Apostle Paul, Rom 12:1-2 KJV “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service.  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”

Do not conform to the world’s standards but be transformed. Have your mind renewed by a Biblical
mind set, so that you will understand and do the perfect will of God. 

Moments in Bible Prophecy - I am pleased to share with you that we have added a
new radio station to our schedule, Redeemer Radio Network 92.5 FM at 12:45
P.M. Sierra Leone, Africa. 

Prayerfully consider helping Moments in Bible Prophecy reach the world through
radio with a generous offering this month. If you wish, you can donate online at our
ministry website - https://www.momentin.us/. If you are writing a check make it
payable to the Key West Church of God. Write radio in the memo. Thank you for
your prayers and support. 

Your Friend in Christ,

Raymond L Shockley

The Message of the Month - “Be Sure Your Sins Will Find You Out!” Whether you are an individual
or a nation you cannot sin without the effects of your sins coming back to haunt you as Adonibezek of
Judges 1:5-7 will find out - “as I have done, so God hath requited (repaid) me.” This is a life changing
message that will be sent to you on request.   

“MOMENTS IN BIBLE PROPHECY”

https://www.momentin.us/.

