
What an exuberating year with multiple 
projects to report on, which afforded our 
members opportunities to increase their 
employability and work skills, along with 
forming greater partnerships with faith-based 
providers, governmental entities and churches 
throughout the State.  These partnerships are 
crucial because they will provide our 
members continued transitional support upon 
their release from prison.  It is great to report 
to you the incredible news of the awesome 
work God continues to do through the 
Pathway To Freedom Program.  We know 
none of this would be possible without your 
strong support as a donor, volunteer, and, 
ultimately, your prayers. 
 

During this fiscal year, 63 men completed the 
pre-release portion of our Program, and 33 
were released by the ADC and are 
progressing through the re-entry phase.  The 
majority of our members are doing quite well.  
We are so proud of them and so grateful to 
the Lord for allowing us the opportunity to 
teach them a better way to live and see their 
lives transformed.  We know that without 
faith in Christ this would not be possible.   
 

I was honored to have received an invitation 
from Governor Asa Hutchinson to serve on 
the Governor’s Faith in Action Summit 
Steering Committee and, in August, 2015, to 
serve as the Master of Ceremonies for the 
resulting Restore Hope Summit which dealt 
with two subjects: Prisoner Reentry and 
Homes for Foster Kids.  According to the 
Governor’s news release, “There were over 
500 participants during the two-day summit.  
There were inspiring testimonies from 
workers, faith leaders, clients, and 
professionals.  The messages were all clearly 
focused around public-faith based 
partnerships and putting our faith into action.”  
It was a great event! 
 

At the Governor’s request, the Summit 
Steering Committee has continued to meet to  
ensure that faith organizations receive the 
support they need to succeed and to determine  
how to best measure outcomes.   As a result 
of these efforts, many ministries have 
expanded their re-entry efforts and many new 
community organizations have been started, 
including Restore Hope, a new non-profit, to 
assist individuals in successfully transitioning 
back into their families and communities.       

I am sure another Restore Hope Summit will 
be planned in the future.   
 

We rely heavily on volunteers for both our 
pre– and post-release phases.  Therefore, we 
have continued to recruit and train men to 
serve as teachers, small group facilitators, 
and mentors throughout Arkansas.   
 

As a faith-based non-profit organization, we 
do not solicit funding from governmental 
sources.  We rely solely on donations from 
churches, businesses, and individuals.  We 
need funding to not only sustain our current 
levels of service, but also to expand our re-
entry services to more effectively meet the 
needs of our participants once they have been 
released by the Arkansas Department of 
correction.  Donations are an investment not 
only in the lives of our members, but in their 
families, and in communities throughout 
Arkansas.  I hope you will catch the vision 
and support our mission, both prayerfully and 
financially.  Thanks so much! 

In 2014, we added Entrepreneurial Mindset 
to our Program in order to teach our members 
how to be great employees or employers.  
Program participants included:  Lonnie 
Hansen, Gerald Henley, Phillip Holloway, 
Tristan (TJ) Honey, Timothy (Ti) King, Chip 
Lockwood, Dennis MacDonald, Keith Parke, 
Marcus Watkins, TJ West, and James 
Williams. They are all winners because they 
did what they were supposed to do.   
(1) Completed Phase 1 of the Program;  
(2) Completed Phase 2 of the Program;  
(3) Became part of the Entrepreneurial 
Mindset Class; and (4) Participated in the 
class, applied what they learned, did their 
homework, and prepared and presented their 
own business plan during the first business 
plan completion that was held on Friday, 
November 6, 2015.    
 

(continued on page 2) 
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PTF Staff 

PTF’s Board Members have a passion for outreach to prisoners and are leaders in 
Arkansas.   
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REENTRY SPECIALISTS 
Nick Robbins and Lee Morris 
Work with members in reentry; 

increase Program awareness; recruit 
donors and service providers; recruit 

and train volunteers 

PROGRAM COUNSELORS  
James Dalton and Sid Turner 
Work directly with members in 

prison on a daily basis, teaching, 
providing one-on-one coaching, 

and case management 

OFFICE 
ADMINISTRATOR 

Mary Mealler 
Administrative, business 
office, accounting, and 

event planning. 

We appreciate all of the community leaders who served as judges, including:  

• Joe Copeland, Regional President of Performance Food Group 

• Austin Chatelain, Owner of Studio AC 

• Debbie Hobbs, Business Owner and previous Arkansas State Representative 

• Steve Jenkins, CEO of Jenkins Enterprises 

• Courtney Little, President of Ace Glass 

• Mark Schaefer, Owner of Arkansas Packaging Products 

• Ben Shields, President of Shields & Associates 

• Brian Wood, Sr. VP, Arvest Bank; and 
 

Tommie Dorsett, Regional Director, Southern Regions, Prison Fellowship Ministries came from 
Texas and served as our Master of Ceremonies. 
 

We will continue to explore alternatives and implement training to develop and enhance the 
employability and entrepreneurial expertise of our participants.  Below is an article regarding 
the Business Plan Expo written by one of the participants, T.J. West.  
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T.J. West - After 
going through the 
mindset portion of 
the Entrepreneurial 
Mindset Program, I 
and ten other 
members were 
given the opportunity to participate in the 
Business Plan Expo.  To me, it was like 
being part of a “Penitentiary Shark Tank.”  
We formulated business plans, created 
power point videos, and rehearsed 
strategically laid-out presentations.   
 

On November 6, 2015, we put our ideas and 
hard work into action.  A panel of eight 
judges, who were actual business owners 
from the community, arrived to judge our 
business plan presentations.  There were 
four judges for each team, a Red Team and 
a Blue Team.  I went last for the Blue 
Team.  I presented G.H.I.T. Mobile Fitness 
with confidence and a sense of pride.  The 
four judges enjoyed the presentation and 
gave some great critique and feed-back.   

Once I got back to the barracks that night, guys 
asked how it went and what it felt like giving 
the presentation.  Someone asked if there would 
be any financial investments made.  While I 
knew the direct answer to that question was, 
“no,” the question did make me pause and ask 
myself the question of what investment was 
made.  The answer I came up with was the 
Business Plan Expo invested confidence, self-
esteem, a sense of competence, and possible 
connections to a future network.  This 
investment, to me, was so much more than any 
financial investment because it let me know that 
my ideas and efforts have value and that I can 
actually create 
something that can 
bring value to others.  
In all, the Business 
Plan Expo of 2015 was 
a hit for G.H.I.T and I 
am extremely grateful 
to all the volunteers, 
donors, business 
owners and PTF staff for 
such an opportunity. 

T.J. & PTF’s Founder, 

Sco� McLean 
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Changing the state of Arkansas—one man at a time... 

Jared Hesselbein—Before my 
incarceration, I continually found 
myself involved in inexplicable 
situations. People who knew me well 
would marvel at how I seemed to 
have it all together, yet at times 
would do things that seemed out of 
character. My wife had become 
afraid of me, and my family had 
grown tired of helping me and 

believing in me. My outrageous behaviors were generally 
brought about by drug and alcohol abuse, which was often 
accompanied by a violent temper, which is what landed me in 
prison for a second time. 
 

While sitting in my jail cell awaiting a prison sentence, I 
decided that whatever happened, I would do all I could while 
incarcerated to become a better husband, father and son. Upon 
hearing about an 18-month program that was faith-based and 
Christ-centered, I knew that such a program was probably my 
best chance for real change. PTF was a culture shock 
compared to all the other units I had been to. There were 
classrooms where classes were taught during the day, and 
there were community and praise and worship services every 
day. I remember telling my dad that it seemed more like a 
theology campus than a prison. During the next 18 months I 
learned who I was, who I wanted to be and why I had become 
the type of man I didn’t want to be. I learned about the 
criminal and addictive thinking that entraps so many people 
today. I learned why my thoughts had become the way they 
were, and how to counteract that. I was able to identify the 
type of anger I possessed, how to combat such anger and 
aggression, and why I always seemed to turn to drugs and 
alcohol as a solution to my problems. 
 

The amount of information I learned from my counselor 
during his classes and from volunteers who came to speak, as 
well as from other members in the program, is far too much to 
write about. At PTF, I learned to lean on others who were like 
me and who wanted the same things that I did, namely to 

Leroy Haskins, III—For the longest time I really thought I knew what it was to be a man and a 
father. I thought that giving my children money or things was all I needed to do. For so long I was a 
drug addict and never had a sense of belonging and didn't know how to get it. I was tired and fed up. 
God opened a door for me. I didn't just take it; I had to go through a process to get there. Without 
going into all the details, I ended up at Pathway To Freedom and learned so many things about myself 
I didn't even know.  Still, I fast forward some more. I was released from prison on December 21, 
2015. If not for PTF, I would have gone back to the same place doing the same things I've always 
done. Instead, I went to a halfway house - not the ideal place for someone who had incarcerated for 
almost three years.  But it was the best decision I could have made.  Even though I was “somewhere,” 
I didn't know anyone. I had no ID or Social Security Card and couldn't get either without a Birth 
Certificate.  Scott McLean was right there to help me. From having nothing, I was given everything I 

needed to start over. He even introduced me to an awesome church, where I still attend and have met some awesome people. 
I thank God for people like Scott McLean & Lee Morris for speaking into my life and guiding me down a different path.  I 
have done a lot of things wrong in my life but it serves as a reminder of where I came from and how far I've come. I don't 
have to let my past dictate my future. I’ve been at the same job ten months, and that in itself is a huge accomplishment for 
me! I thank God for not giving up on me and for putting people in my life who saw the potential in me. 

return home and be a good dad and a man who walks with 
integrity and leads his family in the right direction. Being 
involved in such a program (without the distraction of a 
TV) for a duration of 18 months truly gives a man the 
chance to experience a paradigm shift. This is what many 
of us want and need but don’t know how to get it! PTF 
opens these doors and guides people in the direction they 
need to go. The program even continues to reach out to its 
graduates after they have been released back into society. 
 

I have been out of prison since May 19, 2016 and have seen 
the Lord move in ways that I never saw before. I was able 
to procure a job almost immediately upon release, a job at 
which I am still employed today. I have a church home, a 
PTF mentor, as well as counselors and fellow graduates that 
I still keep in contact with on a regular basis. I have real 
friends and relationships that are predicated on truth and 
values, life experiences and things that matter, not on drugs, 
alcohol or sex. I am a part of my 3-year-old son’s life, and 
he loves getting to play with Daddy. Restoration with my 
family is becoming a reality, and my mother, who had not 
spoken to me for nearly three years, recently invited me to 
her annual Thanksgiving dinner. I still have difficulties, and 
problems still come up from time to time, and I’m sure they 
always will. But the way I respond is different today. I 
don’t run to drugs and alcohol to solve my problems, and I 
don’t fly off the handle and burn bridges and relationships 
the way I once did.  
 

The only reason I behave differently today is because I 
learned how to. Such a change has to come from the inside 
out. Norman Vincent Peale once wrote, “Sometimes an 
event occurs in a person’s life with dramatic suddenness, 
and as a result that person is never the same again. The 
experience may penetrate so deeply into personality that it 
leaves a permanent impression. And that powerful effect 
can possibly change the individual for life.” Such was my 
experience at PTF, and for that I am truly grateful. 
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Financial Report - 7/1/15—6/30/16 
A Certified Public Accounting Firm performed a review of PTF’s financial records and has issued their report, which 
has been reviewed and approved by PTF’s Board of Directors.   

Partners: Thanks for helping!  You make it happen! 

Group 10 - September, 2015 

Members Complete 18-Month In-Prison Phase of the Program 

 

Group 11 - December, 2015 

Group 12 - March, 2016 

  UNRESTRICTED   TEMPORARILY RESTRICTED   TOTAL 

SUPPORT AND REVENUES:           

Contribu�ons:           

  Corpora�ons and non-profits  $  191,052    $  38,500    $  229,552 

  In kind dona�ons  15,541    -    15,541 

  Individuals  114,289    -    114,289 

Interest Earned  10    -    10 

Net assets released from restric�on  57,879    (57,879)    - 

Total support and revenues  378,771    (19,379)    359,392 

EXPENSES:           

Program Services  218,863    -    218,863 

Management and general  139,865    -    139,865 

Fundraising   68,714    -    68,714 

Total expenses  427,442    -    427,442 

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS   (48,671)    (19,379)    (68,050) 

NET ASSETS, BEGINNING OF YEAR  3,393    56,425    59,818 

NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR  $(45,278)    $  37,046    $     (8,232) 

Group 13 - June, 2016 


