
Program was being shut down 
due to funding issues.  But it is 
out of that deep root system of 
Prison Fellowship that Pathway 
To Freedom grew.  Indeed, our 
mutual belief is that real and 
lasting change takes place 
from the inside out as 
prisoners learn and live out a 
new set of values drawn from 
the life and teachings of Jesus.  
 
We are grateful for the formal 
endorsement of PTF given by 
Chuck and other Prison 
Fellowship leaders.  
By God’s grace, a little piece of 
Chuck Colson’s legacy will live 
on here through Pathway To 
Freedom. Though we can’t fill 
his shoes, we can and do share 
his dream and his mission, and 
we always try to walk in the 
humility in which he walked.   
 
Chuck passed away on  
April 21, 2012, but here in this 
place his legacy lives on. 
 

The Pathway To Freedom (PTF) 
Story cannot be written without 
mentioning Chuck Colson, the 
founder of Prison Fellowship 
Ministries (PFM) and The 
InnerChange Freedom Initiative 
(IFI), the predecessor Program 
of PTF.   
 
In 1974, Chuck spent seven 
months behind bars for his part 
in the Watergate Scandal.  
Shortly before he went to 
prison, he encountered Christ 
and was born again.  After he 
was released, he could not 
forget the men he left behind in 
the prison and he started PFM.  
That was in 1975.  Today, it is 
an international ministry 
through which the Lord has, no 
doubt, touched millions of 
believers—those behind bars 
and those in the free world.   
Chuck received the Templeton 
Prize for Progress in Religion in 
1993 in recognition of his work 
among prisoners.  Chuck’s 

desire to spur the church on to 
true faith with the evidence of 
works is seen in the books he 
authored and other efforts he 
spearheaded. 
 
Chuck visited us at the 
Wrightsville Hawkins Unit in 
2010, when we were operating 
IFI-Arkansas.  We all held 
Chuck in very high esteem.  He 
was a humble man who eagerly 
reached out to everyone.  

  
It was a sad day when we 
heard that the IFI-Arkansas 
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“I have the 

overwhelming joy of 

seeing men and women, 

lost, hopeless, written 

off, told they wouldn’t be 

worth anything or never 

would amount to 

anything, and I see them 

transformed by Christ.”  

-Chuck Colson  
Scott McLean with  
Chuck Colson in 2010 

PTF’s Founder Looks Back and Ahead 

I was told in June, 2011, then as the Director of 
Prison Fellowship’s InnerChange Freedom Initiative-
Arkansas Program (IFI) that IFI would be shut down 
due to funding issues.  As you can imagine, the 
news was disheartening.  I spent 11 years of my life 
working with IFI, and I was privileged to move from 
Kansas to Arkansas to launch the IFI Program in 
January 2006.  The Program’s effectiveness spoke 
for itself and was sought after by many states 
because of its effectiveness to reduce recidivism 
and transform lives.  My life has been so enriched 
and fulfilled working to transform the lives of 
prisoners and ex-prisoners.  I couldn’t imagine  God 
ending a program so abruptly that was successful 
in restoring lives to Him, families, and communities. 
 
This pivotal moment brought me to my knees as I 
saw the hurt and hopelessness of our staff, 
volunteers, members, and their families when I had 
to announce the news of IFI Arkansas’ closing.  I 
am thankful for the overwhelming prayer support I 
received from so many  stakeholders.  It was 
through these discussions and prayer that I sensed 
God speaking to me to launch a new non-profit 
organization to continue providing program services 
to the 200 men at the Wrightsville Hawkins Unit. 
 
We had 90 days to close the IFI program and open 

what we now know as the PTF program.  I am 
amazed at how so much work got done in so little 
time; it was nothing short of a miracle.  The IFI 
Program ended on Friday, September 23, 2011; 
the PTF Program started on Monday, September 
26, 2011 without a break in service.  I am thankful 
for US Congressman Steve Womack of Northwest 
Arkansas for assisting us in expediting our IRS  
501(c)(3) application.   
 
We received approval on our application two short 
weeks after sending it off.  There were so many 
who stepped up for us during our transition.  The 
Arkansas Board of Correction,  the ADC and DCC 
responded immediately to our situation by 
approving a contract to continue services under 
PTF.  Prison Fellowship donated all of the assets 
belonging to IFI, which lessened our burden of 
purchasing furniture, supplies, and equipment.  Our 
donors stepped up in a tremendous way to ensure 
the funding was there to continue the operation of 
the Program.  Words cannot fully express my 
gratitude for the volunteers.  Their commitment to 
our members and this program exceeds our 
expectations.  Thank you, volunteers, for following 
your passion and listening to God.   
 

(continued - see FounderFounderFounderFounder on next page) 



Meet the Board of Directors and Staff  

When PTF’s Founder began to think about Directors, he remembered people who had a passion for out-

reach to prisoners and were leaders in Arkansas.  We appreciate their dedicated service.     
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Chair:  

Deborah HobbsDeborah HobbsDeborah HobbsDeborah Hobbs, 

Arkansas State 

Rep. 

Treasurer:  

Dr. Cliff ParnellDr. Cliff ParnellDr. Cliff ParnellDr. Cliff Parnell, 

M.D. 

Board Member:  

Tim SullivanTim SullivanTim SullivanTim Sullivan, Pastor 

Northside UPC 

Vice Chair: Alonza Alonza Alonza Alonza 

Jiles, Jiles, Jiles, Jiles, Deputy Admin. 

Trinity Behavioral 

Health     

Founder/Executive 

Director: Scott Scott Scott Scott 

McLeanMcLeanMcLeanMcLean    

Marcus Jackson Marcus Jackson Marcus Jackson Marcus Jackson served as the  

Program Manager.  His duties 

included overseeing classroom 

activities, Program staff, and 

volunteers. 

Nick RobbinsNick RobbinsNick RobbinsNick Robbins, Re-Entry Specialist in 

the Northwest Arkansas area worked 

hard to establish relationships in 

order to increase Program awareness 

and to recruit donors, service 

providers, and volunteers. 

James DaltonJames DaltonJames DaltonJames Dalton, Program Counselor, 

worked directly with the members on a 

daily basis, teaching classes and 

providing one-on-one coaching. 

Mary Mealler Mary Mealler Mary Mealler Mary Mealler served as the 

Office Administrator, providing 

clerical, administrative, 

accounting, and event planning 

support. 

Founder (continued from page 1) 
 
Needless to say, it was a tumultuous but exciting first year.  God blessed us through people like you to 
continue this important work in Arkansas.   
 
It is our goal to increase PTF staff so we can better manage the work load and service we provide to our 
members.  I am thankful for our wonderful staff who work diligently to accomplish our goals.  I could not 
have asked for a better team with which to serve.  We plan to launch an entrepreneurship class within 
the program and hope to engage the business community with this new endeavor. 
 
I hope you are blessed as you read through this report as we share with you our journey and God’s 
miracle in saving a Program that was slated to close in Arkansas.  PTF staff and members owe a debt of 
gratitude to all of our stakeholders.  We needed you to stand with us and you were there!  Please keep us 
in your prayers as we seek future funding to sustain this revolutionary program. 

The Church has always been the foundation of our ongoing effort.  
We depend upon church members to serve as volunteer 
teachers; small group facilitators; and mentors, both inside the 
prison and in the community.  We currently have about 200 
volunteers working with us inside the prison and in communities 
throughout Arkansas.   
 
A mentor often brings the PTF member into his church family 
where the member experiences acceptance and the love of God, 
perhaps for the first time.  Churches often have food and/or 
clothing banks; members with expertise in a particular area, such 
as budgeting, or who can provide housing or employment 
opportunities.  Many churches and their members have faithfully 
supported our efforts financially, as well.   

Volunteer Corner 

“The desire to 

come back as a 

volunteer was and 

is so strong,  

I can’t imagine not 

doing this!  This is 

quite simply the 

most rewarding 

thing I have ever 

done! “  

John Pursell, 

Program Graduate 

and Volunteer 

Volunteers teach about managing  

finances in the Financial Peace class 
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Group 13, March, 2012  

Group 14 , June 2012 

Transformation From the Inside Out 

Re-Entry 

Ryan Webb is glad to have a 
chance to ‘do over’.  “The first 
time I left prison I had a $100 
check and the clothes on my 
back.  They sent me out with a 
check and told me ‘good luck’.  
I made a dumb mistake and 
found myself back in prison.”   
 
Soon after, he applied for and 
was accepted into the program 
now known as Pathway to 

Freedom. “It was different from everything I had 
ever experienced before.”  A self proclaimed 
‘Alpha Male’ Ryan stated that this often led him 
into trouble.  “This program helped me learn how 

to channel that energy into positive activity and 
action.”  Today Ryan is employed full time in a 
skilled trade, is married and is being the father to 
his children that he wants to be.  “I’ve been 
tremendously blessed.  If it wasn’t for the 
program, I might not be where I am today”.    
 
Ryan often accompanies PTF Staff to share his 
testimony at churches, awareness events, and 
fundraising events.  He is doing everything he can 
to help the Program continue.  He recently got 
permission from the ADC to return to the 
Wrightsville Hawkins Unit as a PTF volunteer to 
work with the men who are still going through the 
Program. 
 

On the Pathway... 

In-Prison Program 

My name is Torey Martin.  I am 26 years old.  I am a product of a troubled family of seven children, four boys 
and three girls, in which I am the youngest.  My father went to prison for aggravated robbery when I was only the 
tender age of four.  He spent 13 years in prison.  I lived a very unstable lifestyle.  There was no accountability or 
boundaries.  Due to misplaced anger, being passive aggressive, and not dealing with negative thoughts and 
emotions properly, I allowed myself to respond to my problems in a negative and unlawful way by vandalizing the 
high school I attended.  This immature act landed me in prison on a 25-year sentence for arson and commercial 
burglary, of which I’ve served 7 years.   
 

Upon coming to prison, I quickly became a product of my environment as my criminal addictive thinking got worse.  As a result, I found 
myself in and out of maximum security with 43 major write-ups for poor disciplinary behavior.  At this point in my mind I began to accept this 
as my lot in life; hope for change grew faint in my heart.  Then I heard about the IFI – now PTF – program and the rehabilitation it offered.  
Knowing that no other program would accept me due to such a poor disciplinary history, I knew that PTF was my only hope. 
 
Upon joining the Program, the counselors and volunteers began to challenge my thinking, which helped me mature and take total 
responsibility for my life.  There came a time when the Program was looking to shut down due to lack of funding. This devastated me 
because I knew in my heart that I was experiencing real inner transformation, which was now going to be cut short.  If I would not have been 
able to complete the 18-month process, my growth would have never reached its full potential.  But thanks to PTF supporters, the Program 
continued and, as a result, I have been able to exchange criminal addictive thinking with a state of mind and lifestyle that are governed by 
integrity, productivity, and responsibility.  I came to prison with the conduct of a child: “irresponsible for my life.”  But, because of the 
transformation that I have experienced through the PTF Program, I plan to conduct myself as a man when I reenter society: “Taking 
responsibility for my life.”  I have already taken the initiative to further my education including acquiring my GED and attending one semester 
through the Arkansas State University. 

We are responsible for keeping all 200 beds at the Wrightsville Hawkins Unit filled; all of the men at the unit participate in the PTF Program.  

From September, 2011 through June 30, 2012, two groups completed the 18-month in-prison phase of the Program: Groups 13 and 14; 

four new groups started the journey; and 11 men were released and entered the re-entry phase.   
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Pathway To Freedom, Inc. 

An Arkansas Prisoner 

Rehabilitation Program 

Did you know that one in every 31 adults in 
America are under some form of corrections 
supervision?  The prison population in Arkansas is 
growing and is expected to reach 21,767 by 2020.  
Twenty years ago, corrections cost the State of 
Arkansas $45 million per year; today the bill is 
nearly $349 million.  In 2010, a State-established 
bipartisan, inter-branch working group analyzed 
Arkansas’ sentencing and corrections data in order 
to consider and advance policy reforms.  The 
options would be to continue building prisons or 
invest in alternative, evidence-based strategies to 
reduce recidivism.  About 67% of those who are 
released from prison are re-arrested within three 
years; and 50% of those are re-incarcerated.  This 
is called recidivism, and it negatively affects 
everyone in Arkansas: families, citizens and 
taxpayers, communities, and the government.   
 
To help address the recidivism problem, the  
State of Arkansas Department of Correction has 
contracted with PTF, a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization,  to provide to inmates pre-release 
and community reintegration program services 
that produce positive life change and successful 
transition from incarceration to life in the 
community.   

PTF receives no payment from the State of 
Arkansas for providing these program services.  
The State provides clothing,  food, housing, and 
security to the inmates; PTF provides the program 
elements through fund-raising efforts.  PTF’s Christ
-centered, holistic service program is unique in 
Arkansas.  Our office is inside a prison and we are 
here about 14 hours per day.  We deliver values-
based education, training, and support services to 
prisoners and ex-prisoners on a voluntary and 
noncompulsory basis.  While PTF is a Christian 
program, those of other faiths, or no faith, may 
apply.    
 

Our Reason for Being  

www.p�prison.org 
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Statement of Functional Expenses - 9/26/11-6/30/12 
 

Financial Report - 9/26/11-6/30/12 
A Certified Public Accountant has completed an 
audit of PTF’s financial records and has issued a 
report, which has been reviewed and approved by 
PTF’s Board of Directors.   

Contributions   

  Corporations &  
  Non-profits 

$286,524  

  In-Kind  $  28,800  

  Individuals $  33,177 $348,501 

Interest Earned  $          67 

TOTAL CONTRIBU-
TIONS 

 $348,568 

   

Expenses   

  Programs  $127,866 

  General &  
  Administrative 

 $  91,461 

  Fundraising  $  53,213 

TOTAL EXPENSES  $272,540 

NET ASSETS AT YEAR 
END 

 $  76,028 

 Program  
Services 

Mgmt &  
General 

Fundraising TOTAL 

Conference Fees $ 327 $ 327  $ 655 

Dues & Subscriptions                          360   360 

Equipment Rental   4,375   4,375 

Info Technology  9,663    9,663 

Insurance  10,921  6,677  3,528  21,127 

Materials  8,788    8,788 

Occupancy   9,500  9,354  18,853 

Office Expenses   550  550  1,100 

Payroll Taxes  7,681  4,696  2,481  14,859 

Professional Fees    11,963   11,963 

Salaries  83,207  50,869  26,881  160,956 

Special Event Costs    5,284  5,284 

Telephone  2,144  2,144   4,288 

Travel  5,134    5,134  10,269 

  $  127,866  $    91,461 $    53,213 $     272,540 

Working 

together to  

restore lives,  

families, and  

communi�es 

Thank you, partners! 


