
 

On September 27, 2012, Pathway to Freedom staff 

and members gathered with Li�le Rock Chamber of 

Commerce Representa$ves, ADC & DCC staff, PTF 

Board Members, Volunteers, Donors, and others to 

celebrate PTF’s comple$on of one year of 

opera$on. 
 

It is with much gra$tude and humility that I 

acknowledge God for His faithfulness and grace to 

see the organiza$on through another year.  There 

were so many that came to our aid to ensure the 

mission and vision of PTF was introduced to 

countless groups and individuals throughout 

Arkansas.   We know that, without the support of 

the community to assist in the transforma$on of 

these men’s lives while in prison and upon their 

release, we would lose the ba�le of transforming 

lives and reducing recidivism.   
 

PTF is quite a unique organiza$on through our 

partnership with the State of Arkansas Department 

of Correc$on (ADC) and Department of Community 

Correc$ons (DCC) in which we mobilize the 

community to invest in the lives of prisoners, ex-

prisoners and their families. It is known that 95% of 

prisoners will be released from incarcera$on and 

will become our neighbors and walk among us.  PTF 

is designed to prepare male prisoners for 

reintegra$on into society through the provision of 

holis$c, voluntary, values-based, pre-release and 

post-release reentry program services based on the 

values reflected in the life and teachings of Jesus 

Christ.     
 

As we con$nue to seek ways to become more 

innova$ve in mee$ng the criminogenic needs of 

prisoners and ex-prisoners while mustering support 

to sustain Program efforts, I must acknowledge 

the successful events during this past year.   
 

We are honored that businessmen like  Paul 

Dubbell, Charles Rateliff, Mike Ober, and PTF 

Reentry Specialist, Nick Robbins, all of 

Northwest Arkansas, would develop and 

organize the I-540 Group in order to build 

support for the Program, both financially and 

assis$ng the men in their transforma$on 

process.  This Group has provided an avenue for 

churches, community leaders, businessmen, and 

other individuals to get involved in the lives of 

other men who are prisoners or ex-prisoners in 

the Program.  In Northwest Arkansas where 

prisons are nearly non-existent, the I-540 Group 

leads a different group of 30 men nearly one 

Friday a month to the Program at the 

Wrightsville-Hawkins Unit for Males to provide a 

seminar focused on biblical values.   The trip to 

the prison is 3 hours and each visit  is sponsored 

by a different church, which provides the bus 

transporta$on and normally leads the seminar 

for the month.  The  I-540 events have created a 

phenomenon in Northwest Arkansas that has 

increased church involvement, added donors, 

and formed mentor rela$onships with PTF 

members paroling to the area.  The stories I hear 

from men par$cipa$ng in the I-540 events are 

generally the same: “my life is more impacted than 

the inmates I encounter in the program.”  If anyone 

is interested in par$cipa$ng in one of the I-540 

events, please contact us..   
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 Working 

together to  

restore lives,  

families, and  

communi$es 



PTF Staff 

PTF’s Board of Directors have a passion for outreach to prisoners and are leaders in Arkansas.  We 

appreciate their dedicated service.     
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Nick RobbinsNick RobbinsNick RobbinsNick Robbins,  

Re-Entry Specialist 

in the Northwest 

Arkansas area 

worked to increase 

Program awareness 

and to recruit 

donors, service 

providers, and 

volunteers. 

James Dalton James Dalton James Dalton James Dalton 

and Sid Turnerand Sid Turnerand Sid Turnerand Sid Turner, 

Program 

Counselors, 

worked directly 

with members on 

a daily basis, 

teaching  and 

providing one-on-

one coaching. 

Mary Mealler, Mary Mealler, Mary Mealler, Mary Mealler, 

Office 

Administrator, 

provided  

administrative, 

business office, 

accounting, and 

event planning 

support. 

Founder - Continued from Page 1 

I am thankful for the overwhelming commitment of our 

regular volunteers who teach classes in the prison or 

mentor in the community on a weekly basis.  We would 

not be able to operate this Program with effec$veness 

without the huge support from this group.   
 

I’m encouraged by the requests from the public and 

inmate popula$on for applica$ons and entry into the 

Program. We receive countless le�ers and phone calls 

from incarcerated individuals at the County jails and 

family members desiring loved ones’ entry into the 

Program prior to their transfer to the ADC.  This lets us 

know that there remains an even greater need for the 

existence of the PTF Program.   

During this year we were able to hire another Program 

Counselor to assist in the In-Prison caseload.  Sid Turner, 

a former IFI/Prison Fellowship Employee, was hired to 

assist in the pre-release phase of the Program to 

prepare these men for reintegra$on into the 

community.  Sid is very passionate about transforming 

prisoners’ lives, and I hired him to work for Prison 

Fellowship when I was the Director of the IFI Arkansas 

Program.  Sid comes to us well trained and 

knowledgeable about working with prisoners and ex-

prisoners.  It is such a joy and privilege to have Sid once 

again on our team.   

I was able to travel to Houston, Texas this year to 

par$cipate as a judge in a business plan compe$$on in 

the InnerChange Freedom Ini$a$ves’ Prison 

Entrepreneurship Program.  I was also able to visit 

with Arkansas Bap$st President, Dr. Fitz Hill about an 

Entrepreneurship Program, called “The Ice House 

Entrepreneurship Program.”  It is our desire in the 

near future to implement an Entrepreneurship 

Program into the PTF Program, so our members will 

be able to gain valuable employability skills or 

employ themselves by star$ng their own business.   

Finally, it is our desire to hire our second Reentry 

Specialist, who will cover the Central, South, and NE 

Arkansas area.  It is our desire to hire this person in 

the new Fiscal Year of July 1, 2013 – June 30, 2014.  

As the number of members releasing to these areas  

has grown, the demand to hire someone has 

increased.   

Again, we are grateful to see another successful year 

of opera$on!  We are thankful to all of our partners, 

PTF board of directors, donors, volunteers, churches, 

community service providers, etc.  Please con$nue 

to pray for the program’s success and financial 

sustainability that we may con$nue to: serve in the 

capacity of seeing prisoners’ and ex-prisoners’ lives 

transformed while promo$ng public safety by 

preven$ng re-offense; reduce correc$ons cost by 

reducing recidivism; enable offenders to become 

contribu$ng members of society; and involve the 

community in the prisoner change effort and reentry 

process. 
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...from a member’s wife 

“I'm so grateful for the Pathway to Freedom 

program! My husband is currently in the 

program.  The changes I see in him every week, 

not only through weekly visita$on but in his 

le�ers, are so amazing.  Praise God!  With love & 

prayers.” Vickie P.   

...from a member’s mother 

“My husband and I wanted to thank you for the PTF 

Program.  Our son is in the Program and we had been 

praying for God to put something in his path that 

would help him find his way to the Lord and clean up 

his life.  When he was transferred to this unit, the 

change started and we thank God every day for this 

miracle!  He has realized what all he gave up and 

missed out on by his previous choices in life and is 

determined to make his future be�er.  We are so 

proud of him and his 14-year-old daughter stated 

how much she could see God working in his life.” 

Diane K., Cabot, Arkansas 

Notes From Family Members... 
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Member’s Testimony: Winford Harris 

 All of my adult life I catered only to myself.  It was about me—what I 

wanted, and when I wanted it.  That’s how I con$nued to live un$l I 

came to prison. 
 

I’ve had custody of my 22-year-old since she was a year old.  I divorced 

her mom and lived the way I wanted to live, so my parents raised her, 

even while I was living in the same town.  I ventured to other places 

and states, not thinking about what my true priori$es were.  I became 

addicted to meth, started cooking dope, and making a lot of money—

acquiring all the worldly possessions that one could want.  I leQ my 

daughter with my parents and they raised her to adult age.  I wrote 

le�ers once or twice a month from other prisons and got a few 

responses back that were not to my liking; so I had mixed emo$ons 

when I thought my daughter was being disrespecRul to me.  She said, 

“Dad, you promised you would be there when I needed you and you 

weren’t.  You can’t tell me how to act.  It’s my life; let me live it the way 

I want to live.  I am a grown woman now.  How can you tell me not to 

do it and that’s what you did?”  Now that I have grandchildren, she said 

she will raise them the way she wants.   
 

I came to PTF 21 months ago and have been through many classes, such 

as Criminal and Addic�ve Thinking, Paren�ng, and Vic�m’s Impact.  I 

believe these classes were an inten$onal part of God’s greater plan for 

me.  They have impacted me so much and have opened my eyes and 

heart to a greater cause other than my own.  I have prayed over le�ers 

and with others about the situa$on with my daughter.  God spoke 

through others, telling me to commit my ways to the Lord and His 

plans would be established in my life.  
  

I write my daughter every week now, not expec$ng a response and 

trying not to be judgmental about the way she lives or what she is 

doing.  I ask for forgiveness for what I failed to do and confess to 

her that I wasn’t the father that I was supposed to be. 
 

My prayers were answered when I received a four-page le�er from 

my daughter in which she stated that she was proud of me for the 

man that I’ve become.  She likes the new dad be�er than the old.  

She is thankful for me being taken away for a while because now 

she believes in me and believes God will keep me around a lot 

longer.  I trust the new rela$onship with her will flourish and grow.  

She believes that my head is on straight now and I 

will do what is right by her and my other children.  

She says the past s$ll hurts, but she realizes that 

she can’t hold on to that hurt any more and now 

she has to move forward and make a new future 

with me, her DAD!   
 

My story reminds me of Jeremiah 29:11 and 

Romans 8:28, how God’s plan for us manifests and 

how He uses everything for the good of those who 

love Him and have been called according to His 

purpose. 

At 13 years of age, I thought in order to “be a man” you had to be mean, tough, and into drugs.  That was when I was 

arrested the first time - at age 13.  The charges related to alcohol and having a gun in school.  At the age of 16, I was 

busted for having marijuana at school and in 1999, at the age of 17, I was charged with second degree murder for 

killing a man while attempting to purchase drugs and was sent to prison.   
 

When I was released in 2003, from the outside you would have thought I had changed, but I didn’t have a real 

relationship with God.  I fell back into the same lifestyle and ended up going back to prison on a parole violation in 

2010.  I was searching for something and, when someone pointed Scott McLean out to me, I spoke with him about the 

Program and completed an application, even though I was convinced that I wouldn’t be accepted.  Two weeks later, I 

was transferred to the Wrightsville Hawkins Unit for Males and became a member of the Program. 
 

As I began to participate in studies like Authentic Manhood, World View, and As Iron Sharpens Iron, I discovered that all of my life I had been 

operating from a core belief system that had a false foundation.  At PTF, I learned what it really means to be a man and what it means to be a 

Christian.  As I started to see the difference and started seeing people who had been where I was and were doing good, it gave me hope.  Classes, 

seminars, and fellowship with other men who were focused on serving God helped me learn that we can handle problems without being 

aggressive or passive.  All of the classes were taught from a biblical perspective.  But what helped me the most was being able to develop a close 

relationship with God.   
 

I got out of prison in October, 2012, at the age of 31 and returned to my home town of El Dorado.  I’ve discovered that what I looked for all those 

years in a needle, pipe, joint, or bottle, I find every morning when I talk to God.  I now have peace and joy; I never had that before.  I have learned 

what it means to be a true disciple of Christ.  I am involved in my church, involved in jail ministry, and working with youth to try to help them get 

on and stay on the right path.  I have been stepping out in faith because God has showed me that His Word is true.  I also hope to help strengthen 

PTF’s mentor program here.  I have been working full-time and also attending college.  I am about to graduate with a Major in Process 

Technology.   
 

One of the greatest things God has done in my life is restoring relationships that I thought were forever severed.  I have two sons, ages 5 and 9, 

and I am involved in their lives.  Because of what I learned through the Authentic Manhood classes, I now know what it means to be a man and a 

good father, and that is what I intend to be.   

Member’s Testimony: Chuck Bennett 
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Statement of Functional Expenses - 7/1/12-6/30/13 Financial Report - 7/1/12-6/30/13 
A Certified Public Accountant has completed an 
audit of PTF’s financial records and has issued a 
report, which has been reviewed and approved by 
PTF’s Board of Directors.   

 

Donations   

  Individuals     64,685  

TOTAL DONATIONS  $387,508 

Interest Earned               71 

TOTAL INCOME  $387,579 

   

TOTAL REVENUE  $387,579 

TOTAL EXPENSES  $349,520 

Revenue Less Expenses  $  38,059 

Net Assets at beginning of 
year 

      76,028 

Net assets at end of year  $114,087 

   

  Corporate & Non-profits $322,823  

   

 TOTAL Program  

Services 

Management 

& General 

Fundraising 

Salaries & Wages  $210,876  $112,765  $65,215  $32,896 

Other Employee Bene-

fits 

 24,924  13,327  7,708  3,889 

Payroll Taxes  14,887  7,961  4,604  2,322 

Other  13,644    13,644  

Information  

Technology 

 5,647  2,776  2,871  

Occupancy  5,714   5,714   

Conference, Conven-

tions & Meetings 

 1,406  543  863  

Insurance  7,240  3,871  2,239  1,130 

Travel  19,138  9,569   9,569 

Materials  18,174  18,174    

Meetings/Events  10,400  5,200   5,200 

Office Expense  7,961  663  6,830  468 

All Other Expense  9,509  2,842  6,667  

TOTAL   $349,520  $177,691  $116,355  $55,474 

     

Partners: Thanks for helping! 

Group 16 - December, 2012 Group 15 - September, 2012  

Group 1 - April, 2013 Group 2 - June, 2013 

Members Complete 18-Month In-Prison Phase of the Program 


