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Challenge Matching Grant—Update 

As we reported in our August newsletter, a foundation has issued a challenge 
matching grant in the amount of $25,000!  Every dollar donated will be matched up to 
$25,000.  So far, donations toward this matching grant total nearly $17,000.00; so—we 
are more than half-way there.  We appreciate everyone who has given so far.  If you 
haven’t yet, would you give now and help us capture all of it?  If you want to see the 
benefit of participating in our Program, please read the stories that follow. 

New Beginnings are Happening Every Day 

As our members progress through the 18-month pre-release 
phase, water baptism is one of the things they learn about.  
Those who are interested in being baptized are given the 
opportunity.  Recently, Highland Heights Baptist Church staff 
baptized 26 of our members.  To us, water baptism 

represents an act of obedience to Jesus and a public commitment to follow Him and His 
teachings.  New beginnings are possible and are happening here every day. 

Dusty Burt—From Gang Affiliate to Gideon 
 

My name is Dusty Burt. I was born 
into a home of addiction and 
thought  addiction was normal. 
From an early age, I didn’t want to 
live the same life as my parents. 
However, when I was old enough 
to make my own choices, I still 

made the wrong ones. By the age of thirteen, I was in the 
court system as a juvenile. At sixteen, I was wrapped 
securely in the arms of addiction. Rebellion against 
authority led to many arrests and a twenty-two-year 
cycle in and out of the Arkansas Department of 
Correction.  
 

Upon my eighth release, within a couple of weeks, I was 
back up to my old habits. My Mom, who had been 
praying for me all along, called and said that, while she 
was praying, God told her that He was going to put me 
back in prison because that was the only place He could 
do anything with me. I immediately said, “I’m not doing 
anything wrong,” and hung up the phone. I then called my 
friends in Fort Smith and told them I had to get out of 
my area because the police were going to get me.  
 

They sent money and I went to Fort Smith where I 
continued to do the same things.   At a casino, I put all 
the money I had—$33.00—in a slot machine and won 
$8,000.00.  I went straight to the dope house, picked up 

a girl, and headed to a motel. Upon entering the 
room, I wasted no time preparing what would be my 
final injection of meth. The girl I was with left me 
there. The maid found me the next day and called the 
police and paramedics because I was unresponsive. I 
awoke to find a paramedic on top of me with a 
defibrillator. I tried to jump up, but he held me down 
and asked me my name. I didn’t know my name; I 
didn’t know where I was. I laid back down.   
 

To my right I saw three women standing there smiling 
at me—smiles I will never forget.  Then, in a silver 
flash, they were gone. In the doorway I saw a man 
who was about six feet tall.  His eyes were black, like 
onyx. Every feature of his face was perfect.  There 
was a radiance about him. He looked intently at me 
and said, “You are bought at a price. You are not 
your own. And this is your last chance.” And, in a 
silver flash, he was gone.  
 

As soon as we broke eye contact, I was in a darkness 
that was alive and had its own fear-causing capabilities. 
I knew: #1 - I did not know God. #2 - I died as a drug 
addict, I was 150 miles away from my home, and I did 
care enough about my family to do anything about the 
addiction that had consumed my life. #3 - My family 
would carry the burden of my death and the fact that 
I was going to remain in hell for all of the eternity.  
 

(continued on page 2) 



Mail Donations to: 
Pathway To Freedom 
17200 Chenal Parkway 
Suites 300-319 
Little Rock, AR  72223 
 
 
 

Contact Us: 
ADC-Wrightsville 
Hawkins Unit for Males 
P.O. Box 1010 
22522 Asher Road 
Wrightsville, AR  72183 

Like us on Facebook! 

Phone: 501-897-0764 

Fax:     501-897-0873 

E-mail: info@ptfprison.org 

Web: www.ptfprison.org  DUSTY BURT—continued from page 1 
 

After that, I was handcuffed, transported to Sabastian county 
jail, and put into cell BB15.  The man on the bottom bunk was 
writing a letter and the man on the top bunk was reading a 
book. I sized up the guy on the bottom bunk. I intended to 
take the bunk from him. I set my stuff down and took off my 
shirt. He spotted my gang affiliation tattoos. He said, “Oh 
you're affiliated?  I am too!” Then he took off his shirt, turned 
around and pointed to a huge cross on his back and the 
words, KING OF KINGS & LORD OF LORDS. He exclaimed, 
“I am a Christian, that man is a Christian,” pointing at the man 
on the top bunk, and then, pointing at my gang tattoo, 
shouted, “and that has no dominion in here!” Shaken to the 
core, I fell to my knees sobbing profusely. I sobbed for three 
days.  
 

On the third day, men from Gideon’s International came into 
our cell, gave a Bible to me, and prayed with me.  As I began 
to read, the Lord spoke to me personally through His Word.  
He took out my heart of stone and gave me heart of flesh. My 
new life in Christ was amazing! Even behind the walls of 
prison, I was free.  
 

I was equipped with the Word of God, but I needed to know 
how to apply the Word to my life in order to live a successful 
life outside the prison walls. That is when I signed up for 
Pathway to Freedom, an intensive eighteen-month faith-based 
program. They gave me what I needed to succeed in life: what 
it means to be an authentic man, to lead courageously, to 
accept responsibility, to reject passivity and look to the 
greater reward, which is God’s reward. They taught me a 
three-step method to stay out of prison for the rest of my 
life: 1. Go to work 2. Go to Church 3. Call your mentor.  
They taught me the importance of accountability and what it 
means to be guided down life’s path by a wiser man.   
 

I am a graduate of  Pathway 
to Freedom. I am also a 
Gideon and married to my 
queen, who is also a 
testimony speaker for 
Gideon’s International. We 
have a desire to proclaim 
freedom to others who are 
bound by the chains of 
addiction. 

THE GREATEST GIFT?  LOVE. 
If you or your church would like to sponsor all or a portion of 

our Members’ Family Christmas Banquets this year, the cost will 
be about $5,000. Each member may invite several family  

members and enjoy an awesome catered meal with them.   
If you’d like more details, please contact  

Mary at 501-897-0764.  

2017 Re-Entry Picnic & Graduation 
 

On September 30, 2017, 31 men graduated from our 
Program!  Each member completed our pre-release phase, 
participated in our post-release phase for at least six 
months, and met all stated Program goals, which include: 
being consistently employed, meeting parole obligations, 
meeting with his mentor, and participating in a pro-social 
group/church.  Fifteen were able to travel to attend the 
graduation ceremony. The graduates were: Moses Aaron, 
David Afton, Larry Anderson, David Bell, Matthew Boyd, 
Dennis Bree, 
Adrian Brewer, 
Ricardo Brewer, 
Donald Bucher, 
Dustin Burt, 
Oliver Cammack, 
Boualaphan 
Chanthavisouk, 
Gregory Dillon, Korey Fells, Lonnie Hansen, Leroy 
Haskins, Kevin Hayes, Gerald Henley, Davie Johnson, John 
P. Jones, Chip Lockwood, Dennis MacDonald, Glover 
McDaniel, Benjamin Moses, Keith Parke, George Reed, 
Norbert Suggs, Willie Thompson, Jason Vaulner, Valdez 
Woods, and Timothy Wright.  Michael Neal was an 
honorary member.  Also pictured: PTF employees Joe 
Bruton and TJ West.  We are very proud of these men 
and pray for the continued success for each one!   
 

Thanks to Good Old Days Foods for donations of yummy 
desserts.  Special thanks to Dan and Lisa Hoggatt for 
coordinating the event again this year.  Excellent work! 
Many volunteers came out to encourage the men and also 
donated food.  It was a great day!   

Group 18 Completes the Pre-Release Phase 

Seventeen 
Group 18 
members 
(shown 
with 
Program 
Counselor, 
Sid Turner) 
completed 

PTF’s 18-month pre-release phase.  We celebrated with them 
on Wednesday, October 4, 2017.  Good job, guys! 

Dusty, with his bride, and  

Sid & Chere Turner. 


