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CDEC Teachers Benefit From Annual Tri-State Energy Program 

September 2017

Three teachers from CDEC service-area 
schools attended the 6th Annual Energy 

Conference in late June at Tri-State Generation 
and Transmission Association’s Colorado head-
quarters. The three-day event was sponsored 
by Tri-State and its member system co-ops, in 
partnership with the National Energy Education 
Development (NEED) Project.

“It was excellent. Everything was hands-
on, which was perfect,” said Brooke Ratliff, a 
teacher at Baca/Dlo’Ay Azhi Community School 
in Prewitt.

Ratliff, Thoreau High School’s Fe Quiambao 
and Miyamura High School’s Maricel Clemen 
are among 45 teachers from New Mexico, 
Colorado, Wyoming and Nebraska who partici-
pated in the conference.

The event provided the most up-to-date infor-
mation on all aspects of energy, including the 

science of electricity, sources of energy and their 
environmental and economic impacts.

Throughout the conference, teachers received 
the latest curriculum on energy education, 
engaging ways to educate their students, pro-
fessional development credits and networking 
opportunities. Tri-State paid the teachers’ confer-
ence fees, most travel expenses and provided a 
hands-on Science of Energy kit (a $300 value) for 
each participants’ classroom.

Ratliff said the kit’s contents will allow her to 
replicate, in her classroom, the different learn-
ing stations covered at the conference. “The fact 
that the kids get to actually use their hands and 
minds to learn concepts we don’t usually get to 
bring into the classroom is great,” she said.

And that is music to the ears of Tri-State’s 
Michelle Pastor, education program advisor who 
coordinated the conference. 

“I’m excited to think of all the fun and learn-
ing that awaits their students—they’ll have access 
to six stations of activities related to energy sci-
ence and concepts,” Pastor said.

Some of the classroom learning that 
combined hands-on activities at the conference 
included building model wind turbines, 
competing in a global trading game and develop-
ing energy commercials. The teachers also toured 
one of the association’s natural gas generating 
stations in Lupton, Colorado, and Tri-State’s 
Operations and Energy Markets Departments.

If you’re a teacher and would like to 
receive information about next year’s Energy 
Conference, please contact CDEC’s Mac Juarez or 
Georgia Mathews at 505-285-6656 or Tri-State’s 
Michelle Pastor at mpastor@tristategt.org.

The Story Behind the Switch is a 60-minute, interactive and engaging electricity and safety edu-
cation program presented by Continental Divide Electric Co-op, in partnership with Tri-State 

Generation and Transmission Association.
The program targets fourth- and fifth-grade students. It is free to schools and interested groups 

located in CDEC’s service area.
“We trace the path electricity travels from the power source to homes, schools and businesses, 

in essence, the story behind everything that happens when you flip on a light switch,” said Mac 
Juarez, CDEC’s member services manager.

Teachers also receive a packet that includes reproducible student activities and fascinating facts 
about electricity, as well as pencils, stickers and safety/energy-efficiency checklists for each student.

For more information on how you can get The Story Behind the Switch presentation to your 
classroom or group, contact CDEC’s Member Services Department at 505-285-6656.
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