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In observance of the Thanksgiving holi-
day, Continental Divide Electric Co-op will 
be closed on Thursday, November 23 and 
Friday, November 24, 2017. We will reopen 
on Monday, November 27.

CDEC wishes you and your family a safe 
and happy holiday weekend!

CDEC is closed Nov. 23-24

Continental Divide Electric Co-op is 
pleased to announce St. Joseph Mission 
School in San Fidel as the recipient of 

the 2017 CDEC/CoBank "Sharing Success" grant.
St. Joseph received two checks, totaling 

$5,000 ($2,500 from the co-op and $2,500 from 
CoBank). The grant money will be used to pur-
chase 20 tablet computers, Internet service and 
software.

“I am pleased we are able to 
award St. Joseph Mission School 
with the Sharing Success grant 
to help it complete its technology 
goals,” CDEC Chief Executive 
Officer and General Manager 
Robert E. Castillo said.

The annual grant opportunity 
was made possible by CDEC’s 
governing board of directors, 
in partnership with CoBank, a 
cooperative bank serving vital 
industries across rural America. 
In 2012, CoBank created Sharing 
Success, an annual $3 million 
fund that matches the chari-
table contributions. CDEC takes 
advantage of the Sharing Success 
program to double its funding 
impact to its grant recipients.

This year, CDEC received 
seven applications from organizations located 
throughout the co-op’s service territory. St. 
Joseph students—from kindergarten through 
eighth grade—will benefit from the new tablet 
computers purchased.

“Since many of our families do not have com-
puters, much less access to the Internet, having 
daily access to technology helps to level the play-
ing field and, in many cases, the only hope they 
would have of participation and achievement in 
the real world in the future,” St. Joseph Mission 
School Principal Antonio Trujillo said.

The CDEC/CoBank grant complements a 
technology grant St. Joseph received in 2014 from 
the Pueblo of Laguna for a purchase then of 20 
Chromebooks, Internet service and software. 
“This enables us to complete our technology pro-
gram goal,” Trujillo said.

The new equipment will be used in the class-
room—monitored by the classroom teacher for 

online access to the data packages that accom-
pany many of St. Joseph’s course textbooks, 
including math, science and history courses. 
“These data packages were previously unused 
because we did not have enough computers for 
our students to get online,” Trujillo said. 

CDEC’s Castillo and CoBank Vice President 
Dean Church presented the school and students 
with the $5,000 grant award in late September.

The window for 2017 grant applications was 
April to July. The seven Sharing Success grant 
applications received by CDEC were reviewed by 

a committee of co-op employees and ranked by 
strength and the lasting impact the proposed proj-
ect could have on that respective part of the service 
area. Then, the applications and recommendations 
were reviewed by co-op management and presented 
to CDEC’s governing board, which approved the 
recipient recommended by the committee. 

Applicants had to be federally recognized as 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations in 
good standing and active account 
holders with CDEC to be eligible. 
They had to demonstrate how the 
organization intended to use the 
money and how it would benefit 
the community in one or more of 
the following categories the co-op 
refers to as The Four E’s—Energy 
Efficiency and/or Renewable 
Energy; Education; Environment; 
and Economic Development. St. 
Joseph’s grant application qualified 
under the Education category. 

Previous grant winners are 
Cibola General Hospital, Wild 
Spirit Wolf Sanctuary, Future 
Foundations Family Center, St. 
Teresa of Avila School, and Zuni 
Christian Mission School. 

For more information about 
future grant opportunities, visit 

CDEC's website at www.CDEC.coop or con-
tact CDEC’s Member Services department at 
505-285-6656.

St. Joseph Mission School Receives $5,000 Grant

CDEC CEO and General Manager Robert E. Castillo (right) and CoBank Vice 
President Dean Church (left) present $5,000 to St. Joseph Mission School 
Development Director Edith Steele (back row, next to Church), along with a few 
of the school’s students.


